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Calendar of Events 

OCTOBER 

Oct 1 Club Breakfast 
Hilltop - Hwy P 
Cross Plains  
9 AM  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

SEPTEMBER 

NO CLUB BREAKFAST 
in SEPTEMBER 

DELLS RALLY 
Easter Seals Camp Wawbeek  

1450 State Hwy 13 
Wisconsin Dells 

September 8 - 10  

BMW MOA Weekend Getaway 
Cranberry Country Lodge 

Tomah, WI      
September 29, 30, & Oct 1 

OCTOBER 1 - Plan Ahead 

 Club Breakfast  -   Hilltop (south of Cross Plains)      
 Slimey Crud Café Racer Run:  Pine Bluff to Leland 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

Slimey Crud Run 
 Pine Bluff  

Elkhorn 1/2 Mile   
Flat Track Races and Swap Meet 

Walworth Fairgrounds   September 30  

Facebook DVR Enterprises for more info 

FALLING LEAF RALLY 
Lions Club Fairgrounds 

Potosi, Missouri 
October 13 - 15 



THE TSARISTA SPEAKS:   
 

 

Just a reminder that there is no September breakfast.  
  
Our next breakfast will be October 1 @ 9 AM @ Hilltop Restaurant.    
  
I will be meeting John, the Esquire Club owner, in mid-September to finalize our No-
vember 11th Annual Banquet.  The menu choices & prices will be in October's 
newsletter.  
 
 I will not be at the Oct. 1 breakfast as we're on vacation.    Tsaritsa Dawn 

WORDS FROM OUR INTREPID LEADER 
Greetings, 
 
We had a good turnout for the picnic. Thank you one and all. 
 I will have to order more chicken next year. 
 
Reminder.....no meeting in September - - Wisconsin Club rally and Ironman that 
weekend.  Check out the events calendar for what's happening and where. 
 
I get my wheels back on September 26. I'm going to get some mileage in before it's 
time to put the bike away for the winter. 
 
If you see your glass as half empty, pour it into a smaller glass and stop whining.  
 
That's all folks, 
Dick 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 
August 13 picnic/meeting:  38 in attendance. 
  
Pres. Dick told us that John Ong had a pacemaker put in and was doing well.  
 
Breakfast will no long be at Ellie's so Dawn is looking for a new place - she had checked out The Breakwater 
in Monona, they would be $ 16.00.   Another possibility could be The Maple Tree in McFarland.  
  
Brian made announcements about Galena rally and the Dell's rally. TVH mentioned the MOA getaway in 
Tomah.  
  
The next meeting will be at the Hilltop in Pine Bluff Slimey Crud weekend.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
On a personal note I was very disappointed that only 9 members of the Madison club came to the Galena  
Rally, they had 94 people at the rally.   It was a nice rally with great food and door prizes.  I just want to say 
if we don't support others rallies how can we expect them to support ours?   See you at the Dells.            
  
Bruce Bowman 



GOT FUDGE? 
 
Thanks, Tom, for your MOA Rally and ride report. Wasn't it kinda hot, tho'? 
 

Alan and I went wimpy, watery, wandering to the RA Rally in Petoskey, 
Michigan. Our goal was to enjoy some days on the Great Lakes both 
before and after the rally. Nine hundred miles in nine days, and ―homey 
don't ride in the rain!‖. 
 
Leaving Madison on an unsettled weather day, we saw a black wall 
cloud dead ahead rolling into Columbus on Hwy. 73. We got on Hwy. 
22 as it made a nice turn west as the storm blew east. Ha ha. North to 
Neshkoro where a more ominous storm wall loomed ahead, and homey 
definitely don't ride in blinding rain, wind, and lightning. Handily, a gas 
station/convenience store/laundromat presented itself with rock star 
parking in front just as the rain started. 
 
We had a table, potable coffee and packaged sandwiches just deliv-
ered by the sandwich man circuit delivery. Fresh as it gets—really! 
Pouring rain, thunder and wind made everything worth lingering over. 
Of course, we had no cell service there, but a nice fellow doing his 
laundry eventually got a radar picture and we knew exactly when it was 
OK to leave our lux hideout. 
 

On the road again, perfect weather to our motel in Menomonee, Michigan. There they were just launching 
a couple of Navy small destroyer-like ships. Way cool and spooky sitting at the dock in their stealth gray 
colors. BMW corporate would have been impressed with the color understatement. Next day we rolled 
across the UP on Hwys. 35, 41, 2, and 28 into Sault Ste. Marie. Too bad the UP's roads are so straight, 
but it made for an easy ride. Easy to spot deer and bears too. 
 
We planned two nights at the Soo since we didn't want to be on the road for July 4 th. We stayed across 
the street from the locks where they make a tourist-pleasing production of ―locking through‖ with a large, 
multi level, covered viewing stand and electronic sign updates of what boats will be coming up or down 
lakes. Nothing like the slo-mo excitement of a multi million gallon lock filling and emptying. (I said we 
wanted low key, didn't I?) 
 
We took the boat tour through the locks, up along the Canadian shore and Algoma steel mill. Seeing this 
powerful industry on display always reminds me why American 20th 
century painter, Charles Sheeler, wanted to capture these images. Of 
course the forms and shapes are fascinating, but one gets the pro-
found sense that these mills are living, self-tending entities. Eerily, 
you don't see any workers, yet the cranes and booms move the high 
piles of raw materials, and the stacks are bellowing steam and 
smoke. Even from our distance on the boat, this old industry pulses 
with power, producing its amazing metals. My father was an experi-
mental design machinist, so I've always respected the production of 
this stuff. 
 
The tour boat goes up through the small Canadian Locks and comes 
back down the big American ones. Twenty-nine dollars well spent. 
The Soo also has some fine maritime and historical museums as this 
area was one of the earliest settlements in the American north. Fur 
trading voyageurs had to portage around the St Mary's rapids – about 
a mile – hauling and rolling 2000 pound trade canoes and goods. 
Hard to imagine, but well documented here. 
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The Soo locks see a vast array of freighters bound from Duluth and ports east on the Great Lakes, out the St. 
Lawrence Seaway to world markets. Lots of goods coming back through too. The shipping season usually 
closes in November and opens in late April or whenever they can get an ice breaker through. It's a fascinating 
area where we have captured the water to do the heavy lifting. 
 
Alan kept anxiously watching the weather forecasts as we had to head south and cross the Mackinac Bridge 
into lower Michigan. The bridge is a high, long expanse exposed to the winds. Gratefully, (pun),  it now has a 
fully paved lane, so we didn't have to squirm around on the metal grates all the way.  Fortunately a bluebird 
day allowed us to cross easily, even catching a few glimpses of the lovely view far below. 
 
From there we scooted down to Emmet County road 119, aka, the Tunnel of Trees. Indeed it is. We have rid-
den this road before and I didn't remember it being so curvy. It's about 20 miles and is fun, but you really have 
to pay attention. Short lines of sight, narrow, hilly, with some sandy corners. And oncoming vehicles. One key 
aspect is its over generous crown with no shoulders. I kept feeling like I could roll right off the side of it. Any-
way, we did it – whoopee. I think it would be more fun on a bicycle to use the road and its momentum better 
than on a loaded motorcycle. 
 
We never travel on the July 4th holiday, preferring to stay in Camp Madison and enjoy the lake while the high-
ways fill. Going through Petoskey to the west side rally fairgrounds was one big slog from about 20 miles out. 
And fudge shops are to Michigan tourist towns what Baptist churches are to almost any southern berg. Yikes! 
Many of our fellow tourists looked like they had visited every one, but this is the Midwest, after all. 
 
Finally rolled into our motel about one third mile west of the rally and put the bikes under their covers for the 
next four nights. We walked to the rally and had a great full serve deli between us and the rally. Across the 
road, following Little Traverse Bay, is a 30 mile paved path. We spent one day walking it back into Petoskey 
proper. Another day I demo paddled an inflatable paddle board that I had been considering. The demo was 
across the bay in Harbor Springs. Our motel manager generously offered us a ride the 10 miles over and 
back since the taxis were all booked. (?) I gave him more than gas money and saved having to gear up for a 
slow hot ride through tourist traffic.   
 
Yes, we did attend the rally. The county fair grounds were a comfortable venue with just over 900 in attend-
ance. The weather was glorious – dry with a cooling lake breeze, and not a salt lake either! Seemed like hap-
py campers with two good evening meals you 
could buy in advance. Not many vendors as 
everyone said they were heading to Salt Lake 
instead. Oh well, as Tom said, we are pretty well 
kitted out already. But it's always fun to look, 
and sometimes educational. I did buy a pair of 
Minnetonka moccasins at a store next to the 
fudge shop. I think riders were happy with the 
day riding they did. As I said, we didn't go out 
because we're so spoiled by the local opportuni-
ties and quiet roads here during the week. We 
focused on enjoying the Lake Michigan shore 
and Little Traverse Bay. 
 
I was surprised and disappointed that although 
there are three BMW dealers in Michigan, not 
one chose to attend this rally. I thought they 
might work together to bring a few popular demo 
bikes and set some sales hooks. Not a very 
good endorsement of the RA from the dealers. 
(#Sad!) This would have been a great area to demo ride. Well, I got the demo I wanted, and it turned out well 
for the paddleboard dealer too. 
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The rally highlight, aside from the prizes, was a GS challenge course set up in the arena. There were about 
16 competitors, men and women, young and old. The crowd cheered generously for all. Some were very 
skilled and some were newbies. I was impressed with all their attitudes and abilities. ―Why, if I were twenty 
years younger . . .‖ (I'd be twenty years younger.) 
 
On south after the rally for two nights in Ludington, Michigan, before boarding the Badger ferry to Mani-
towoc. We rode west through Traverse City at the end of the huge annual Cherry Blossom Festival. Yeesh. 
Parades are becoming the new Halloween for getting cheap candies thrown to the crowd from characters on 
floats. Probably lots of fudge. It throws good! 
 
More tourists and festivals in Ludington, but nice beach and long walk out to the light station on the break-
water. We found our good quiet restaurant on the harbor. We could only get in for the geezer dinner hour, 
4:30-5:30. Well, that was us this time. Fine, lovely long summer days, everyone comes to the beach to 
watch the sunset. 
 
Note: the Badger ferry now provides tie down straps for motorcyclists. Last time we were told to supply our 
own, so we lugged the heavy things along. Shudda done a little more research I guess. Nice smooth cross-
ing. We snoozed through the excitement of Bingo. A graceful flight of ten white pelicans soared by to greet 
our arrival in Manitowoc. 
 
Our plan was to spend a night in Sheboygan Falls. There's a really good (almost Buffalo good) wings place 
there. I was looking forward to some spicy grease and cold beer, but the weather gods finally found us, 
threatening storms for the ride home, so we rode straight home from Manitowoc. Yes, in one day! We were 
about a mile from home when the first drops spattered. Us feeling so smug as we rolled into our garage be-
fore the deluge. 
 
What a hoot to be in touristic spots during the high season. People watching was great. We knew we had to 
plan ahead and had all our lodging booked. I felt like I could just sit back back and observe my fellow tourists 
on vacation. The beautiful weather and waters were a bonus. Mellow. All in all a nice ride, met some very 
nice folks, got in some walking, some good eats, a smidge of adventure (ask me later), and an All American 
Fourth of July Vacation complete with fireworks. 
 
An aside: we rode with our Scala communicators on all the time. It was a boon to talk immediately. Neither 
of us gets too chatty and it added a good measure of safety with only the minor issue of recharging every 
night. I just have to limit my in-helmet singing. We don't leave home without them, and are looking forward to 
the new Schuberth helmets with them built in. 
 
Cheers, 
Joann 
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Rally for a Reason! 

Location: Scenic Camp Wawbeek, Wisconsin Dells 

September 8 - 10, 2017 

Questions?   dellsrally@gmail.com 

Info:    www.wiscbmwclub.com 

The Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride    September 24 
The Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride is a celebration of the 
art of being dapper and classic custom motorcycles.   
What does that mean, you ask?   
 
THINK: Monocles, jaunty trimmed moustaches, silk vests, 
crisp shirts and tailored suits. 
 
REQUIRED bikes include: Cafe' Racer, Bobber, Classic, Track-
er, Scrambler, Old School Chopper, Modern Classic, Sidecar, 
Classic Scooter, Brat Styled motorcycles. Visit our style guide 
to check out the bikes that make The Distinguished Gentle-
man’s the unique event that it is. 
 
DO: Bring your finest manners, neatest facial foliage, a sense 
of fun and a smile. 
 
PAY: The ride is free however we encourage those riding to 
make a donation to the cause as well as consider helping 
reach our fundraising goals by getting friends, family and 
colleagues to donate via your personal fundraising page. 
 
 
REGISTER: To set up your personal fundraising page and register for your nearest ride, visit www.gentlemansride.com/register 
 
INSPIRED BY A PHOTO OF MAD MEN’S DON DRAPER ON A CLASSIC BIKE AND WEARING HIS FINEST SUIT, IT WAS DECIDED A 
THEMED RIDE WOULD BE A GREAT WAY TO BRING TOGETHER THE CLASSIC & VINTAGE STYLED MOTORCYCLE COMMUNITY.  
In keeping with the classic lines of Don Draper’s 1957 Matchless G3LS, The Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride is a niche charity 
event held upon the last Sunday in September with gentlefolk riding their Cafe' Racer, Bobber, Classic, Tracker, Scrambler, Old 
School Chopper, Modern Classic, Sidecar, Classic Scooter, Brat Styled motorcycles to raise awareness and funds for prostate 
cancer research and men’s mental health programs. 
 
MADISON’S RIDE:  September 24, starting at 9 AM 
We will be starting off at True Coffee Roasters again this year. Enjoy a piping hot cup of go juice an possibly a delicious bagel 
sandwich. From there will take a short stroll through the city and head over to another great java joint, EVP coffee. After we are 
all rested up, we will roll through the downtown area and head right on up to capital building!! Once we have aligned our 
steeds we will join together to have our photo taken upon the steps and cement our place in history. After history has been 
made we will make off to the Tip Top Tavern. Enjoy a refreshment and each other company. After enjoyment has been had, we 
will embark on our final leg to celebrate the success of this charitable event at the Ale Asylum. Where we will come together to 
eat, drink, and be merry. For we will have completed the amazing task of helping our fellow man in there time of need.  
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Below are pictures of the Club Picnic,  

Courtesy of Skot Weidemann 



September 29  -  October 1, 2017 

BMW MOA Weekend Getaway   ~   TOMAH, WISCONSIN 

http://www.bmwmoa.org/event/tomah17        

Weekend Getaway – Tomah 
Meet and Ride with other enthusiasts  

 

Tomah, Wisconsin 
September 29 - October 1 

 
Event includes: 

  → Friday late afternoon / evening  

 3 PM Check-in begins 

 5 PM Cash bar and social hour 

 Pick up ride sheets, plan Saturday’s rides 

 6:30 PM Dinner, followed by more ride planning, Q & A 

 Cash bar until 9 PM 

  →  Saturday rides could include: 

 A challenging, sport bike route through the Mindoro Cut and Wildcat Mtn 

 A meandering ride through the curvy, hilly backroads of Amish country 

 An off road challenge that could include mostly hardpack, or even more challenging deep sand.   

  → Saturday evening dinner 6:30 

 Brief announcements, recap of the day, & door prizes 
 

Event Registration: $89.00 per person 
 

(includes T-shirt, Souvenirs, Goodie Bag, Door Prizes, and Camaraderie) 

Cranberry Country Lodge  

Cranberry Country Lodge, 319 Wittig Rd, Tomah, WI 54660  

Room Reservations only:     

(608) 374-2801 
Keyword: BMW MOA 

 

Single Queen       $82.76  
King Room or Room with 2-Queens       $91.76 

Double Suite Room     $116.95 



Madison BMW Club, Ltd       

P.O. Box 152 

McFarland, WI  53558-0152  


