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PIGGERIES IN PENFIELD 
 

From the writings of Oliver T. Higgins, edited by Mary Courtney 

 
Reading the following memoir suggests a possible source for the mysterious nickname “Pig and 
Whistle” used for the Philadelphia and Western Railway. Today residents of Brookline will recognize “Pig 
& Whistle” as the new name of the former Butch’s Deli. 
 
“In 1917, I was married and moved to Haverford Township that had become a first class township in 
1916 [actually 1912]. I became a charter member of the Penfield Civic Association and was active in 
highway, police, lighting, health and recreation committees. 
 
“The original Penfield tract was developed by Clifford B. Harmon & Co. of Boston, and I believe named 
after ambassador Penfield of Boston. In their efforts to create a purely, high-class residential division, 
development homes were sold under a restricted stipulation that there would be no business building of 
any sort or the conduction of business from any homes, with the exception of the professional practice 
of Medicine or Dentistry. The territory of Penfield specified the following boundaries: the rear of the 
property line on the west side of Larchmont Avenue from Lawson Avenue to Ashurst Road from the rear 
property line of the south side of Ashurst Road to the right of way of the Philadelphia & Western 
railway, thence along the property line of the right of way of the P&W for trains running into 69th Street 
Terminal, extending along the rear property line on Lawson Avenue to an imaginary line to the right of 
way at the junction of Lawson Avenue and the dead end of Larchmont. 
 
“Penfield was at that time a small segment of the 6th Ward and very little attention was given us by the 
then Board of Commissioners. I attended their monthly meetings and presented by protest or 
suggestion, the thinking of our association. When I took residence at my location in August of 1917, we 
had a very bad situation called Piggeries covering the whole north and east side of Penfield. 
 
“On the north side the Lawrence farm along Mill Road and along the P&W side there were quite a 
number of pig pens. East of the P&W right of way between Beechwood proper and Old Manoa Road 
was a very large pig farm. Of these two piggeries, the main subsistence was garbage. Below Manoa 
Road, on what was known as the Williams estate, now Carroll Park, Mr. Williams raised pedigree pigs 
as a hobby and did not feed garbage. From his project there were no complaints. 
 
“I headed the committee for the extinction of the piggeries and had a very good reason for doing so. 
We were having a 4th of July picnic on my place and quite a few friends and relations came out to the 
sticks to enjoy the day. It was hot and sultry in the morning until we were about to enjoy our picnic 
lunch when the wind spring up and blew in from the east, carrying with it the results of garbage-fed 
pigs. Yes, the estimated one hundred pigs and the very thought of hunger was gone with the wind. 
Our guests, on leaving suggested we rename our locality “Pigfield” instead of Penfield. 
 
“That day started an action that even made headline news in Philadelphia. Mr. Cookenbach, Wheeler, 
myself and a couple of others on the Piggery Committee, got in touch with the state health 
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department, and on the following weekend, the state man visited the big farm across the way from 
my home. We found that most of the pig excrement was piled up in a mound over your head 
and to supplement the smell were three dead pigs, swollen by internal decomposition to twice their 
normal size. The inspection went no further and by nightfall pigs were running wild in Beechwood and 
surrounding areas. The health board vet found hog cholera; every pig was thoroughly examined and 
those infected, killed. All the pens were burned and the surrounding territory disinfected. You 
could have had a pig of your choice if you could of caught one. It took some time to round them up. 
We pressed hard and at the order from the State as well as the County, we settled with the other pig 
owners and Mr. Williams, by giving them a time limit for final disposal of their stock.” 
 
Mr. Higgin’s memoir, which continues with his efforts to improve the roads of Penfield, may be 
read at the Society’s library at Nitre Hall. Time to do research or read in the archives may be arranged 
by calling the office and is free to members. 
 
[This article originally appeared in the newsletter of the Haverford Township Historical Society, in the 
Fall, 2008 edition.] 
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