
Dear Parents,

I have committed to you to collaborate and communicate and provide you with
as many engagement opportunities as possible. A partnership with the families
of our RINI students is a crucial component to enhancing the success of our
students.  I value your questions and concerns and welcome open discussion
with you concerning your student’s education and experiences at RINI.  

Por favor haga click en este enlace para leer la traducción en español

http://www.rinimc.org/
https://rinimc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Translated-copy-of-Principals-Newsletter-10_1.pdf


As parents, you are juggling
various commitments and your
availability during the day may be
difficult. Therefore,  I will be hosting
“Virtual Coffee Chat with the 
Principal” once a month in the early
evening.  This is an informal way
for us to engage with each other
from our homes.  

“Principal’s Coffee Chat” is an
opportunity for us to connect and
for parents to ask questions, share ideas, and have an open conversation with
me each month.

The first “Principal’s Coffee Chat” will be held on Wednesday, October 13th
from 5pm-6pm. You can join the discussion here.   

So, pour yourself a cup of coffee and join the conversation.

The College Corner
Ms. Debrah is Here to Assist with
College Applications

Does your student have their heart set on
attending a certain college? Or perhaps
they have no idea of where they want to
go. As our students move through the
process of applying for college, our RINI
school counselor becomes a valuable ally.
Ms. Deborah, RINI’s College and Career
Guidance Counselor is here to help with: 

• Selecting schools. Even if a student wants to go to a particular college, it’s a
good idea to apply to several schools. Ms. Debrah can suggest ways to find

https://meet.google.com/pjh-fkgc-hzu?hs=224


schools that would be a good fit. 

• Writing a recommendation. Many colleges ask counselors to write a
description of the student. Students can prepare a short résumé that includes
accomplishments, interests, and goals in and out of school.

• Finding scholarship opportunities. There are countless scholarships available
for students. Ms. Debrah can help students identify opportunities for your
student’s needs.

• Confused by the FAFSA process. Have no fear! Ms. Debrah can schedule
you for a free one-on-one session with a  Financial Aid Specialist at the RISLA
College Planning Center who can walk you through the process step by step. 

• Staying on top of paperwork. From applications to student aid, there’s a lot to
keep track of. Most students need parents and counselors to support them in
this task.

Students can reach out to Ms. Debrah to schedule a time to meet to discuss
the application process.  Ms. Debrah’s office is on the 4th floor, room #414,
you can email her at jdebrah@rinimc.org.
 

Applying to College Events:

•University of Rhode Island
Chat with an Admissions Counselor
October 3rd
5:00pm-5:45pm
Participate In
Drop-in and learn about what URI has to offer and how to be eligible for
admission to the University. Ask questions about specific majors, admission
requirements, merit-scholarship opportunities, campus resources, student life,
or anything else that you might find helpful to have answered, as you navigate
your own college search process.

•Workshop: Tips for Writing the College Essay
Wednesday, October 6 at 5:00 PM 

https://virtualcollegefairs.org/conventions/session/37947


Register
Need some inspiration to start your college essay? Join us to learn some tips
on writing your college essay.

•RIC Admissions Information Session
October 3rd
5:00pm-6:00pm
Participate In

•Virtual Campus Tours:
You can visit a college campus without leaving your house. Check out these
links for virtual tours of hundreds of college campuses.
https://www.youvisit.com/collegesearch
http://www.ecampustours.com/
https://campustours.com/

Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month
Pablo Rodriguez, MD 
Rhode Island

Pablo Rodriguez, MD is Associate
Chair for Community Relationships
in the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology at Women and Infants'
Hospital, former Medical Director of
Planned Parenthood of Rhode
Island, and is a Clinical Associate
Professor at the Warren Alpert
Medical School at Brown
University. He is a well-known community leader and an active participant in
civic and charitable organizations both locally and nationally. He is past
Chairman of the Association of Reproductive Health Professionals in
Washington, DC. and has also been Chair of the Rhode Island Foundation, the
International Institute of RI, the Rhode Island Latino Political Action
Committee, RI Project AIDS, and led the effort for the $1.5 million Capital
Campaign to benefit Progreso Latino, the leading social service agency for
new immigrants. Rhode Island Monthly magazine has included him twice in
their "Top Doctors" edition.

https://admissions.uri.edu/portal/workshop-jr?id=59d021de-03cb-4afa-862e-841e888bc762
https://virtualcollegefairs.org/conventions/session/42272
https://www.youvisit.com/collegesearch
http://www.ecampustours.com/
https://campustours.com/


Meet the RINI Staff
Taylor Bininger
Nursing and Workforce Faculty

Taylor Bininger Is new to RINI this year
and is teaching the 9th grade College and
Career Readiness course. She moved to
Rhode Island from Connecticut last year
and loves living in Providence. After high
school, Taylor attended the University of
Vermont where she earned a B.A. in
European History. She then became
certified to work on mega yachts which gave her the opportunity to travel
extensively and see many of the places she had learned about. When she
decided to become a teacher she enrolled at Herer's alma mater, Southern
Connecticut State University, and earned an M.S. in American History along
with teacher certification. Taylor is now in her tenth year of teaching and is so
happy to be back in the classroom with students. She is excited to be working
with our RINI students this year as they pursue their education and careers in
healthcare. 

Did You Know
Rhode Island has received $200 million in rent relief funds from the federal
Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA) Program. This program will provide
rental and utility relief payments to help eligible renters maintain housing
stability. This program is only for renters and their landlords. Visit Rent Relife
RI for help with the information and application that can provide you with 18
months of rental assistance, utility assistance, and $50 per month for internet.
This RI Housing program ends in one year, in September 2022. 

Community Events

•2021 Flames of Hope: A Celebration of Life + Fireworks
Saturday, October 2nd
7:00 pm-11:00pm



Torch Lighting Ceremony, Live
Music, Food Trucks, Fireworks +
More!

The coveted Illuminations of Life
Ceremony hosted by the Gloria
Gemma Breast Cancer Resource
Foundation returns to the Rhode
Island State House. This inspiring event remembers those lost to cancer,
honors those who have fought and survived, and pays tribute to the
metavivors who continue to fight. This special-edition ceremony features
performances by The State Ballet of Rhode Island, storytelling, a 150-person
torch ceremony, and the lighting of the statehouse in pink. The torch ceremony
will be held at 7 pm on the steps of the Rhode Island State House. At the
conclusion of the ceremony, the family-friendly celebration moves to Station
Park for live music, dancing, and food trucks. The evening's grand finale will
feature our iconic fireworks display (produced by Pyrotecnico) from the
statehouse roof at 9:45 PM.

•Diversity in Youth Literature with author Padma Venkatraman: PCL READS
Author Talk
Providence Community Library -
Virtual Event
Monday, October 4th 6:00pm to
7:00pm
Register for Free Virtual Event
We are thrilled to welcome back the
RI author Padma Venkatraman for
a talk about diversity in youth literature and to celebrate her fifth novel, Born
Behind Bars. Don’t miss out on this extraordinary talk as Padma shares
information about diversity, class distinctions, and resources for parents,
students, and the community as a whole. As a special bonus, she will also be
highlighting National Make a Difference Day which is the third Saturday in
October.

Halloween Themed Events



Scary Acres Haunted Hayride and Corn Maze
2150 Scituate Ave., Hope (Western Cranston), RI

Fridays 7 pm to 10:30 pm
Saturdays 7 pm to 10:30 pm
Sundays 7 pm to 10 pm
Take a terrifying hayride to Our Haunted Corn
Field. Scary Acres is Now Bigger and Better in
2021! It's an unforgettably FRIGHTENING
experience, Will you survive? This is Scary Acres and Fear. Lives. Here.
 General Admission. No Infants, Toddlers, or Small Children.  Tickets will NOT
be available at the door!
Purchase Tickets

•Seven Cedars Farm Haunted Hayride
20 John Mowry Road, Smithfield
Opening on Friday, October 1st, will run every Friday and Saturday from 7:00-
10:00 and every Sunday from 7:00-9:30 with the last ride leaving at 9.
The ride is $15 a person for adults and $10 for children 13 and under.
There are concessions available!

•Haunted Labyrinth
804 Dyer Avenue, Cranston, RI
Friday, Saturdays & Sundays
7pm-10pm
Tickets are available at the door or online
Haunted Labyrinth is celebrating 35 years
of being the longest-running haunted
house in New England. We are a non-
profit organization dedicated to enriching
the lives of our youth. Our haunted house
is run entirely by adult and youth
volunteers. It started many years ago with
the goal of encouraging leadership and
ministry while providing a scary and fun attraction to the public.

What To Read Next: Book Recommendation 



We Are Not Broken by George M. Johnson

A new memoir from George M. Johnson, the
bestselling author of All Boys Aren't Blue—a
"deeply impactful" (Nic Stone), "striking and
joyful" (Laurie Halse Anderson), and "stunning
read" (Publishers Weekly, starred) that celebrates
Black boyhood and brotherhood in all its glory. 

This is the vibrant story of George, Garrett, Rall,
and Rasul -- four children raised by Nanny, their
fiercely devoted grandmother. The boys hold one
another close through early brushes with racism,
memorable experiences at the family barbershop, and first loves and losses.
And with Nanny at their center, they are never broken.

George M. Johnson captures the unique experience of growing up as a Black
boy in America through rich family stories that explore themes of vulnerability,
sacrifice, and culture.
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Fax: (401) 533-9928
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