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Session 23 | Job 26:8-14 

Job's Response to Bildad | Job 26:1-27:10 

• Note: Some believe that Job speaks in vv. 1-4, and that vv. 5-19 are the continued words of Bildad, 
followed by Job continuing in 27:1-10. We will assume that 26:1-27:10 are all the words of Job. 

• Verses 26:1-4 – included on session 21 

Job Honor’s God’s Power | Job 26:5-14 

• Verses 5-7 included on session 22 

• Verses 8-14 - God's Power Described 
o Job speaks of God's power in nature, working mysteriously in the background, unseen.  
o Verse 13 celebrates the fact that By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens (that is, made the 

heavens beautiful).  
o Verse 13 also speaks of the crooked serpent which His hand hath formed.  

▪ Almost certainly this serpent is Satan.  
▪ God certainly did create Lucifer, so even in its present form this is a correct statement.  
▪ However, the word hath formed is the same as in the same as in verse 5, which is 

tremble or wait.  

• The verb is in the perfect form, thus the crooked serpent God has stopped could 
be in order.   

• The word crooked can be translated fleeing, giving additional credence to God 
stopping the fleeing serpent.  

o Note: the crooked serpent could also be a reference to the constellation Serpens, a decan of 
Scorpio (which is fleeing for the crown (Borealis) and being stopped by the wrestler, Ophiucus, 
who has his foot firmly on the head of Scorpio!) 

• Verse 14 –  
o All of this, Job says, are just parts of his ways (i.e.: not the whole thing).  
o Job laments of how little a portion is heard of him, either a statement lamenting how little 

people recognize His power or how little of His power God has revealed.  
o The Hebrew for little portion is the word whisper, and Darby translates, "what a whisper of a 

word do we hear of him!"  
o If we barely hear a whisper, then how would we ever handle the thunder of his power? 

Job Maintains His Righteousness | Job 27:1-10 

• Verses 2-5 - Job begins his final speech (which extends, with interruption, through Job 31). 
o Job "swears" on God's existence (v. 1) and his own (v. 2) that he is an honest man. 
o In verse 2, the Almighty is the Hebrew Shaddai, only used as a reference to God (also in vv. 10 

and 11). It is used in connections with God's ability to supply all that is needed.   
▪ Here Job complains that God (the supplier) hath vexed my soul.  
▪ Even with this "contrast" from the Supplier to the one who has given bitter harvest, Job 

will remain faithful. 
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o Job continues with the commitment that as long as breath is in me (that is, as long as I am alive) 
and as long as the spirit of God is with him, he will not speak wickedness nor deceit.  

▪ The spirit is that of God (not  Elohim, but Eloah, which is always used when the 
reference is to God's will (as in Deut. 32:15) while elohim is used in connection to God's 
creative power (as in Gen. 1:1) and El is used in connection to God's omnipotence (as in 
v. 2).   

▪ Note that the spirit of God is not considered to be the Holy Ghost. That is, the third 
person of the Trinity is not in this verse. 

o Job's commitment is pure speech (v. 4). 

• Verses 5-6 – Job speaks truth, alone. 
o If one were to just take verse 4 by itself, it would likely be presented as the old adage, if you 

can't say something nice, don's say anything at all. However, Job's commitment is not to nice 
speech, but to pure speech.  

o Job refuses to justify his friends by "pious platitudes" that are not true.  
▪ He refuses to apologize where no apology is needed, nor to repent where no 

repentance is needed.  
▪ It is a truism that the "Christian" public would often rather have the apology of the just 

than deal with reality.  
o Job is convinced of his own righteousness and will not sacrifice his good name for the sake of 

making his friends feel self-righteous. 

• Verses 7-10 - Job prays against his enemy 
o In verse 5, Job was speaking to his "friends," using the plural you. Now, however, Job speaks in 

the singular, giving a rebuke to mine enemy.  
o Could this be, in typology, a reference to the Antichrist? If so, the following outline would 

emerge: 
▪ Verses 1-6 parallel with the righteousness of the Jewish remnant at the end of the 

tribulation. 
▪ Verses 7-10 of the prayer for the destruction of the Antichrist.  

o This prayer would be especially pertinent because, like Job's "friends," the Antichrist is 
considered "one of the family."  

▪ When Job prays that his enemy be as the wicked and as the unrighteous, he is praying 
that the enemy be removed from the family and its benefits.   

▪ Job goes on to call the enemy (Antichrist) a hypocrite (yet one who hath gained through 
his hypocrisy). Yet, when God taketh away his soul the gain becomes loss (v. 8).  

o Verse 9 is rhetorical, it seems, with an implied negative answer.  
o Verse 10 could be a continuation (with a rhetorical no), or could be speaking of the eternal 

condition of the Antichrist after trouble cometh upon him (v. 9), when the Antichrist will always 
call upon God yet never have the satisfaction of an answer. 
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