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MEEKNESS in the LIFE of 

a PRIEST is  

NOT WEAKNESS 
 

Our condolences go to Fa-

ther Felix Pyzowski’s family.  

In my position as bishop, 

and not as the friend to you 

that I most definitely am, 

but rather as a prelate, I 

thank you now, Mary Ann, 

Paul and Tom, on behalf of the Church, for the 

treasured gift of your husband and your father.  

Felix was one of those priests who touched and 

influenced people for their good, as a blessing.  

He touched them in ways both seen, therefore, 

obvious, as well as unseen, in ways that you and 

I will never be aware of, at least not on this side 

of death’s door  

His was a ministry of deep and genuine service 

for 62 years after service to his country in the 

military.  He ministered in humility and with hu-

mor, and with gentleness and meekness.  When I 

think of my friend, Father Felix, I see him always 

as gentle and meek.  In the face of something 

untoward - or really stupid, I’d hear him ex-

claim,“Bozy Swiety!”  

When I describe Felix as gentle and meek, I’m 

saying that he didn’t envy, he didn’t retaliate, 

and he exercised patience in the face of adversi-

ty. When I describe him to you as gentle and 

meek, I’m telling you he showed joy and faithful-

ness under dire circumstances; and that no mat-

ter what happened around him, he would latch 

on to God’s providence and God’s plan for his 

life.   

But these characteristics of his did not always 

make it easy for his family that was connected to 

such a faithful priest who was connected to a 

small parish in southwestern Pennsylvania.  

I say he ministered with strength, as that gentle 

and meek pastor, because the Greek word in the 

bible that’s translated as ‘gentle or meek’ is – 

praus – a word that does not connote the slight-

est suggestion of being “weak”.  In fact, this bib-

lical word in Greek is used in reference to a 

horse, which is powerful, but which comes to be 

taught, guided and prepared to submit to the 

will of its master. 

Praus, meekness, is strength being controlled, 

submitting to the will of its master, trusting and 

submitting to the will of God.  This is the gentle 

and meek person I knew in Felix Pyzowski.  

These characteristics were his strength. 

He used them within his family, living as they did 

within the limited material and financial re-

sources the church provides.  Their life together 

was sacrificial by anyone’s standards, but he 

trusted in the will of God for him and for them; 

and grace-filled blessings did accrue to them 

along the way.   

And when discipline in the home was meted out 

there was no yelling. Instead, firm scolding pre-

vailed, which pointed to the foolish and unsafe 

activities that had come to light and to the rea-

sons those activities need to be avoided.      

The strength of Felix’s gentleness was no more 

apparent than when he and his parish family en-

tered into the trauma of considering the pro-

spect of relocating.  Predictably Father Felix was 

dealing with a congregation divided on the mat-

ter.  So, he let the matter lay for a while, and 

then carefully but resolutely, just like at home, 

began pointing out to all concerned, the prob-

lems in staying where they were, and the reasons 

those problems had to be avoided so that their 

growth and sustainability, as a viable religious 

community, 

could be real-

ized.  He 

asked his 

people to con-

sider these 

aspects in 

light of what 

God would 

 



have them do.   

Father Felix’s gentle and meek approach was 

powerfully persuasive, resulting in untold num-

bers of blessings for so many people, here at 

this beautiful new location, all because of the 

way he was, and what he knew God’s will for 

them to be.   

He truly emulated his Lord and Saviour in all he 

did and was.   

I need to share with you an historical account 

that I feel further clarifies these attributes of his: 

During the Battle of Gettysburg, there was a Un-

ion Soldier, who had his leg shattered by a 

Southern musket ball in the battle.  As he lay 

bandaged, and helpless on the battlefield, he 

saw the confederate General, Robert E. Lee and 

his officers, ride by as they organized their re-

treat.   

The wounded soldier was so bitter and angry 

that he looked Lee right in the eyes, and he 

screamed at him, “Hurrah for the Union!” Lee 

suddenly stopped, dismounted, came over to 

him, took his hand, and said, “My son, I hope 

you will soon be well.” 

Lee’s action with this embittered, wounded sol-

dier is the very character of Jesus Christ lived 

out.  This is “meekness” exemplified.  

Surely, one word from Lee and that solider 

would be dead on the spot.  Lee was not “weak” 

in that moment; he was “meek.”  He was not 

powerless; he restrained his power. He did not 

take things into his own hands. Instead, he en-

trusted himself to God, even in the face of cruel 

taunting, derision and hate.  
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Central Diocese Music Workshop 

 On Saturday, August 13, 2022, a sum-

mer music workshop, There Is Nothing Ordi-

nary About Singing the Ordinaries, was con-

ducted by the Central Diocese Music Commis-

sion at Holy Mother of Sorrows PNCC in 

Dupont, PA.  Our organist, Becky Elfman and 

Barbara Nowicki were appointed to this Com-

mission by Bishop Nowicki and helped to plan 

and conduct this event.  Adam Zatek represent-

ed our choir at the event. Those attending 

were from all parts of our Diocese.…Dickson 

City, Edwardsville, Scranton, Dupont, Plym-

outh, Hazelton, McAdoo, Albany, and Syra-

cuse.  Participants were involved in instruction 

about singing the Ordinaries and given re-

sources for use in their parishes, including a 

new booklet produced by the Commission, that 
 

Continued on Page 3  

And because he acted like that, he softened the 

hardest heart, and blessed that young man’s 

heart beyond measure. 

This was Felix Pyzowski, priest, husband and 

father; and this is how I’ll always remember him.   

                               Bishop Bernard 
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contains multiple ap-

propriate mass set-

tings, with correct 

texts and copyright 

permissions, for use 

in parishes. Sessions 

on how to access and 

use One License and 

the Music Commission’s new Shutterfly Share 

Site were also part of the successful day.   The 

Commission plans to bring this workshop to all 

church musicians and clergy in other parts of 

the Diocese in the near future. For questions 

and information please 

email: musiccommissioncd@gmail.com. 
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Dormition/

Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

 On Monday, Au-

gust 15
th

 at noon, the 

Solemnity of the Dormi-

tion/Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary was 

celebrated at noon in 

the Cathedral. 

 Before Mass, 

Prime Bishop Antho-

ny Mikovsky blessed 

the flowers and 

herbs that were 

brought to church 

by the faithful. This is a special Polish Tradition 

in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Holy Mass 

was then celebrated 

by Prime Bishop and 

the homily was deliv-

ered by Bishop 

Nowicki.  

Diocesan Clergy Retreat 

 The clergy of the Central Diocese held 

their annual retreat this year on August 22
nd

 

through August 24
th

 at the St. Francis Retreat 

House in Easton, PA.   

Eagle Scout  

Awarded 

 Two young men from 

our parish were elevated to  

Eagle Scout which is the 

highest achievement or 

rank attainable in the 

Scouts BSA program of the 

Boy Scouts of America.  To 

earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout must ful-

fill requirements in the areas of leadership, ser-

vice, and outdoor skills.  Both Ryan Notari and 

Corey Kowalski both passed their board of re-

view on August 24
th

. 

 Ryan is a member of 

Troop 407 in Pleasant Mount.  

He is the son of Lorne and 

Tera Jean Notari.  Ryan is a 

freshman at Penn State 

Worthington Campus enrolled 

in their nursing program.   

 For his Eagle Scout pro-

ject, Ryan renovated the social hall at his local 

fire department.  He and his team removed pan-

eling, spackled, and painted walls, removed old 

unused heaters from the walls, 

and installed base and chair 

railing.  They also installed a 

wall mount for a donated tele-

vision that will be used for 

viewing fire and ambulance 

department trainings. Ryan's 

scoutmaster is Ron Skubic  

 

Continued on Page 4 
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and Lorne Notari is assistant scoutmaster. 

 Corey is a 

member of Troop 

133 in Jefferson 

Township. He is 

the son of Paul 

and Amy Kowalski.  

Corey is a fresh-

man at North Po-

cono High School, 

where he also is a member 

of the golf team.  

 For his Eagle Scout 

project he led his troop to 

install the Olyphant Rain 

Garden on May 27, 2022, 

for both Olyphant Borough 

and the Lackawanna Coun-

ty Conservation District. In 

addition to helping prevent 

erosion and runoff into the Eddy Creek, a tribu-

tary of the Lackawanna River, 

the project also serves as a 

habitat for bees, butterflies, 

and birds. The Conservation 

District also plans to use it as 

an educational tool to encour-

age others to install rain gar-

dens. His scoutmaster is Kristy 

Egner.     

 Congratulations to these fine young men 

for obtaining this prestigious award.   

YMS of R Hoagie Sale 

 Branch 1 YMS of R 

will be holding a fundrais-

ing Hoagie Sale on Satur-

day, September 17, 2022.  

We will be making 12” Ital-

ian or turkey hoagies that 

can be picked up in the 

Youth Center on that day from 12:00 – 2:00 PM.  

The price will be $10.00 each, which includes 

lettuce, tomato and onion, as well as condi-

ments (oil/vinegar, mayo or spicy mustard), all 

prepackaged on the side.   

 The deadline for orders is Tuesday, Sep-

tember 14, 2022 using the sign up sheet in the 

lower church hall or by calling Frank at (570) 

587-3672.  Please indicate the type and number 

of hoagies desired, as well as the appropriate 

number and types of condiments.   

 Thanks in advance for your support. 

 We wish you would join the choir, 

 We wish you would join the choir, 

We wish you would join the choir 

and sing with us here! 

We'll bribe you with wine, 

We'll bribe you with cheese; 

Can you tell that we're really  

desperate? So sing with us, please! 

 

Choir rehearsals will resume on Wednesday, 

September 7. We'll be preparing music for the 

Synod in October as well as for Sunday worship. 

If you are on the fence about joining, give it a 

try and see if you like it! We especially need ten-

ors, basses, altos, and sopranos. You do not 

have to already know how to read music. Re-

hearsals will have a warm-up and music lesson 

from 6:30-7, then preparation of upcoming rep-

ertoire from 7-8, 

followed by time 

to socialize over 

wine, cheese, and 

assorted goodies  

Come join us and 

have a good time! 

Sign up for Catechism  

Classes 

 It is time to begin 

signing up for Catechism 

classes for First Holy 

Communion which will be held in June of 2023. 

Children for First Holy Communion must be 8 

years of age when receiving the Sacrament.  

 If your child or grandchild is ready for the 

Sacrament, please contact Fr. Janusz at the rec-

tory, 570-343-6017 or the parish office at 570-

961-9231. 

 Further details about the start of classes 

and the times will be coming soon. 



 

 

 

 

What is missing from ch__ch?  

U R!  
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Sign Up for  

Sunday School 

 Plans are be-

ing made to start 

SOCL classes at the 

end of September or 

beginning of Octo-

ber. 

 If you have 

children or grand-

children and would like to enroll them in 

Sunday School classes, please contact Lu 

Ann Kaszuba in the parish office (570-961-

9231) or sign up after church on Sunday.  

 We will also be in need of teachers. 

Please let us know if you can be helpful.  

 Come join the fun and plant the roots 

of a Christian Education. 

Come Out for Pie-

rogi Making Class! 

 Growing up, did 

you ever want to learn 

how to make the pie-

rogi your parents or 

grandparents made or 

how the churches made them for picnics?  Well, 

come on out to the 1st ever Pierogi Making 

Class sponsored by the YMS of R and our own 

Pierogi Making Experts. 

 The Pierogi Teach-

ers will give you some 

tips and tricks on mak-

ing delicious pierogi 

right in your home. The 

class will provide the in-

gredients, a place to 

cook the pierogi, a recipe to take home with you 

so you will have the skill to create cheese, pota-

to or sauerkraut pierogi. 

 The class will be 

on Saturday, October 1
st

, 

starting around 1:30 

p.m. in the Youth Center.  

So we can be prepared 

with the ingredients, we 

ask that you let us know you are coming.  Please 

contact Artie Golembeski at 570-575-5231, the 

church office at 570-961-9231 or sign up on the 

sheet in the church hall. 

  So, bring your family and friends and 

have a fun time learning to make a Traditional 

Polish Food.  

                    YMS of R Branch 1 

Organ Recital for 

125
th

 Anniversary 

Celebration 

  Gail Archer, an 

international concert 

organist, recording art-

ist, choral conductor 

and lecturer will per-

form on Saint Stani-

slaus Cathedral's 47-rank Austin Organ on Sat-

urday, October 22 at 7:30 p.m. Her program 

will feature works from the breadth of the clas-

sical organ literature of Poland.   

 Come this evening to finish the day of 

celebration after the Solemn High Mass in the 

morning and the banquet at the Hilton in the 

afternoon, all commemorating our Church's 

125th anniversary its organization.  

 Admission if free. 
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A Thank You for Books 

 After the Flea Mar-

ket was over, we had many 

books left that we were go-

ing to send to recycle.  For-

tunately, through Debbie 

Zuby, we made a connec-

tion with John Rosengrant 

the director of Katie’s Place 

Clubhouse.  This is a new non-profit organiza-

tion opening in Lackawanna County.  The Club-

house is a safe and inclusive resource providing 

hope and self-worth through employment and 

social opportunities for those living with mental 

illness.  

 Because they are just starting and wanted 

to have a library for their members, we gave the 

books that were left to them to start their li-

brary. Their members were so appreciative that 

they created a thank note just for us. 

 We were 

happy we could 

help, and wish 

them God’s bless-

ings as they begin 

their new endeav-

ors.  

 For more 

information about 

Katie’s Place Club-

house, you may 

check them out on 

their website, 

www.KatiesPlaceClubhouse.org or on their Face-

book page Katie’s Place Clubhouse.    

One Hot Meal to Return  

On Saturday, September 3rd, 

One Hot Meal returns at the 

Youth Center and continues 

every 1st Saturday of the 

month. It will be take-out only 

and run from Noon to 1:00 p.m. If anyone is in-

terested in helping please contact Carol Nasser 

at 570-840-5502. We are starting slowly and 

hopefully will be back in the swing soon.  

Polish National Catholic 

Church 125th  

Anniversary Banquet  

 The XXVI General 

Synod will convene at the 

Hilton Hotel and Conference 

Center on Wednesday, Octo-

ber 19, 2022. The synod 

concludes on Friday, Octo-

ber 21, 2022. On Saturday, October 22, 2022, at 

The Hilton Hotel and Conference Center, the cel-

ebration marking the 125th Anniversary of our 

Church will be held.  

 The details are as follows:  

· Holy Mass will be celebrated at St. Stanislaus 

Cathedral in Scranton, PA at 11:00 am. The ban-

quet will follow at the Hilton Hotel and Confer-

ence Center, 100 Adams Avenue, Scranton, PA 

18503.  

· The banquet is being scheduled from 2:00 pm - 

5:00 pm beginning with a cash bar cocktail hour 

from 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm.  

· Dinner choices are the following: (1) Bourbon 

Glazed Pork, (2) Hickory Smoked Prime-Rib, and 

(3) Portabella Mushroom Ravioli with Grilled Veg-

etables.  

· Reservations are $60 per person. Please make 

checks payable to Central Diocese of the PNCC. 

Send payment along with each person's name 

and meal selection to: Carol Mikovsky, 115 Lake 

Scranton Rd., Scranton, Pa 18505.  

· No tickets will be issued. Everyone will be guid-

ed to his specific table. · Please RSVP no later 

than October 8, 2022  

· Parking is available across the street from the 

hotel for $5.00 for this event. 

http://www.KatiesPlaceClubhouse.org


 Boscov’s 

Friends Helping 

Friends event will be 

held on Wednesday, 

October 19th in all 

the Boscov’s Stores. 

For a $5.00 donation, you receive a coupon 

for 25% discount shopping pass (there are 

some stipulations listed on the pass) and a 

chance to win a $100 Boscov Gift Card. 100% 

of your donation goes to St. Stanislaus. You 

may get your coupon by contacting the parish 

office, 570-961-9231 during the week or in 

the parish office on Sunday. If you have any 

questions call Lu Ann in the parish office, 570-

961-9231. 
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Future Direction Subcommittee of the Supreme Council 

Polish National Catholic Church  

September 2022 –  
The Eucharist in the Declaration of Scranton  

During the month of September as we continue 
our focus of Being Eucharistic People – we take 
some time to reflect on the important teaching of 
Church on the Holy Eucharist as found in para-
graph 6 of the Declaration of Scranton.  Enjoy 
the wonderful explanation of this teaching of our 
Church given by our Prime Bishop, His Grace, 
Anthony Mikovsky.  

Go to YouTube on your electronic device and type 2022 

September PNCC Future Direction in the  search bar for a 

brief video. 

Scripture: (Acts 2:46-47) Day 
by day, as they spent much 
time together in the temple, 
they broke bread at home, 
and ate their food with glad 
and generous hearts, prais-
ing God and having the 
goodwill of all the people  

Reflection and Action Item: 
 
The Declaration of Scranton formulated and accepted 
by the P.N.C.C. Bishops on April 28, 2008 and later ac-
cepted by the Clergy Conference and the General Synod, 
helps guide the Church in its relationships with other 
Christian bodies.  The document has allowed us to en-
ter into fruitful and real ecclesial relations with the Nor-
dic Catholic Church in Scandinavia and the rest of Eu-
rope.  The largest and most vital paragraph of this docu-
ment speaks to our faith in the Holy Eucharist and the 
celebration of Mass, which must be a part of any agree-
ment that we have between Churches. 

 

Important aspects of our faith are spoken of within this 
paragraph: Holy Mass is “the true central point of Cath-
olic worship.”  We confess that we receive “ the Body 
and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.”  When we gather 
for Mass we also know that we unite ourselves with “the 

one offering which Jesus Christ makes in Heav-
en.”  During the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, we 
participate in a true connection between heaven and 
earth.  

 

This paragraph also shows us that when we gather at 
Holy Mass as a parish, there is also something else 
that occurs.  It allows us to come together and unite 
ourselves to each other.  The Holy Eucharist is “at the 
same time, a sacrificial feast by means of which the 
faithful in receiving the Body and Blood of our Savior 
enter into communion with one another (1 Cor. 
10:17).”  This reference to the First Letter to the Corin-
thians is recited during the Contemporary Rite of 
Mass, “Because there is one bread, we who are many, 
are one body, because we all partake of the one 
bread.”  This one body, our parish church, is also Christ 
present in the world today in another way.  All then 
that the parish does, in the worship of God and in ser-
vice to God’s people, especially those within our local 
communities, is participating in the work of Jesus 
Christ in the world today.  What we do at Holy Mass 
allows us to extend the presence of Jesus Christ, out-
side our Church walls. 

Action Item – Read the Eucharistic (6th) paragraph 

of the Declaration of Scranton as well as the Scrip-

ture quotes cited.  Spend some time at Holy Mass 

reflecting on what actually occurs when we gather to 

worship God and receive His Son in Holy Commun-

ion 

Schedule Zoom video con-
ference: Soup, Sandwich & 
Sermon or Wine and 
Cheese Gathering – Adult 
Education  



      Page 8 

Mark Your Calendars!  

Here are some of the upcoming events, so mark your calendars to keep them in mind. 

  

Sept. 11
th

 – Solemnity of Brotherly Love 
 

Sept 17
th

 - Scranton Senoirate Council meeting in  

                  Dickson City at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Sept. 24
th

 - Diaconal ordination of Subdeacon Robert   

                   Karosckik in the Cathedral  11:00 a.m. 

 

Sept 25
th

 -  Spojnia Sunday 
 

Oct. 1
st

 – One Hot Meal 

  

Oct. 9
th

 – Solemnity of the Christian Family 
  

Oct. 19
th

 – Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends 
  

Oct. 19
th 

- 21
st 

- 26
th 

National Synod in Scranton, PA 

  

Oct. 22
nd

—125
th

 Anniversary Celebration of the  

      Polish National Catholic Church with 11:00 am  

       Mass, afternoon banquet and evening Organ  

       Recital 

  

Nov. 1
st

 –All Saints’ Day 

              Holy Mass at Noon and 7:00 p.m. 

 

Nov. 2
nd

 – All Soul’s Day   

               Holy Mass at Noon 

    Services at the Cemetery 7:00 p.m. 

 

November 5
th

 – One Hot Meal 
  

November 11
th

 - Veterans Day 

  

November 24
th

 - Thanksgiving 

  

November 27
th 

- First Sunday in Advent 

 

December 3
rd

 – One Hot Meal 
 

December 6
th

 - PNU Christmas Party in the Parish Hall  

                         6:30 p.m. 

  

December 11
th

 - YMS of R Breakfast with Santa  

                           following the 9:30 a.m. Mass 
  

December 24
th

 - Christmas Eve 
  

December 25
th 

- Christmas Day 

 

 

 

 

September Birthdays 

 

Sept 1 – Joshua Notari 

             Alfred Ankerway 

Sept 2 – Janet Meleski 

Sept 4 – Samuel Raub 

Sept 5 – Jennifer Gerardi 

              LuAnn Lednovich 

Sept 6 – Christine Ross 

Sept 7 – Deborah Godek 

Sept 9 – Chloe Thomas 

Sept 10 – Edward Borek 

Sept 12 – Zachary Stankowski 

Sept 13 – Andrew Doyle 

               Adam Weaver 

Sept 15 – Felicia Petrillo 

               Nathan Kalteski 

Sep 18 – Marie Gorgol 

Sep 19 – Cheryl Lukasiewicz 

Sept 20 – Elizabeth Zygmunt 

Sept 21 – Marlene Hill 

Sept 23 – Mari Jane Stankowski 

Sept 26 – Raymond Godek 

                Luke Golembeski 

Sept 27 – Joseph E. Ross 

               Matthew Caruso  

Sept 28 – Carl Kaszuba 

                Lynn Pfohl 

Sept 30 – Francis Lyckowski 

 

September  

Anniversaries 
  

Sept 7 – W. Michael  

      & Linda Umerich 

Sept 8 – Stephen &  

       Brenda Karsnak 

Sept 15 – Kelvin & Janet Swanger 

Sept 19 – Michael & Kathy Matza 

Sept 28 – Jerry Pritchett &  

         Josephine Kwiatkowski 

               Edward & LuAnn  

          Lednovich; 


