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Those 72 …. and YOU!  

 

Jesus made a bizarre and 

peculiar utterance one day.  

He made it when seventy-

two followers returned to 

him after doing some “field 

mission work” in the area 

for the first time.  They 

were all excited as they de-

scribed to him their suc-

cesses in driving out demons using his name.  

And in response, Jesus says, I have observed Sa-

tan fall like lightning from the sky (Luke 10:18). 
 

Why would he say something like this?  What did 

he really “see?” 
 

Well, for starters, Jesus was realizing the impact 

those seventy-two disciples just had as they 

fanned out through the regions of Galilee and 

Samaria.  That means that there had to be thou-

sands of people up and down the Jordan Valley 

finally hearing his good news of salvation.  And 

to top it off, the mercy of God was flowing freely 

all over the place as many people were healed 

from the grip of demons.  That’s why Jesus told 

them he had seen “Satan fall from the sky” while 

they were out on their field mission work (Lk 

10:18). 
 

“Satan falling from 

the sky” is Jesus’ 

way of explaining 

the impact he knew 

those seventy-two 

were having in the 

areas they were sent 

to.  Their work up 

and down the Jor-

dan  River Valley was an outward thrust that 

marked a dramatic escalation and increased 

momentum in God’s plan of salvation. 
 

So much so, that now, instead of having to con-

tend with only Jesus and his twelve disciples, the 

devil was seeing a lot more people in a lot more 

places who were driving out his demons.  And 

over time, this momentum was only going to 

keep on growing, with more and more people 

learning of the Good News of salvation, and with 

more and more people being healed of their 

demons and physical ills in Jesus’ name. 
 

The point I’m making about this story of the 

seventy-two is that it’s really about those  

seventy-two …. and YOU!  Their story is your 

story because YOU - are part of a two thousand-

yearlong line of men and women - whom Jesus 

has empowered to announce the good news.  

Yes, YOU!  Because YOU have a spiritual pedi-

gree of the highest order! 
 

Your spiritual pedigree includes spiritual leaders 

like Francis of Assisi and Augustine, Thomas 

Aquinas and Bishop Francis Hodur; it includes 

millions upon millions of faithful Christian peo-

ple who have pushed back against the darkness 

of the evil one ….  
 

…. and now it’s your turn. 
 

Every time you forgive someone, you’re extin-

guishing another fiery dart from the one Saint 

John calls the “accuser of our broth-

ers” (Revelation 12:10), i.e., the devil.  
 

Every time you reach out to give generously of 

your time or financial resources to someone who 

is hurting, you’re disarming the one Saint John 

calls a “thief” (10:10), the one whose only goal is 

to “destroy,” 

i.e., the devil.   
 

Every time you 

share the truth 

about God’s 

love by your ac-

tion or attitude 

or words, you’re 

silencing the one John calls the “father of 

lies” (8:44), i.e., the devil.  In these and many 

other ways, you’re contributing to the devil’s ul-

timate defeat. 
 

Yes, YOU!  Can you imagine it?! 
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Never forget you are clothed with the authority 

of Christ through your baptism and through 

your faithfulness.  In the Mass we say: “Since we 

are empowered by your grace …. may we faith-

fully fulfill the ministry you have entrusted into 

our care” (Preface, Ordinary 2). 
 

So, as I said - it’s those seventy-two …. and YOU.  

Just as they did, you, too, can overcome even 

the evil one and his work in the world. 

                                                 Bishop Bernard 

Bowling Tournament Returns 

 After a 2-year hiatus because of Covid19, 

the annual PNCC/YMS of R Bowling Tournament 

was held on May 20
th

 and 21
st

. Several parishion-

ers from St. Stanislaus Cathedral attended the 

festivities, hosted 

by Holy Mother of 

the Rosary Cathe-

dral in Buffalo, 

NY. A group of 

young men, Nich-

olas Pfohl, Jacob 

Gerardi, Nicholas 

Gerardi, Fred and 

Kevin McConlogue attended along with Casper 

and the “Friendly 

G.O.A.T.S.” (a take-

off from Casper 

the Friendly 

Ghost), which in-

cluded Casper 

Dalykas from Provi-

dence of God Lith-

uanian Church in North Scranton, Art Golem-

beski and our former assistant pastor, Father 

Jason Soltysiak.  The “GOATS” were paying hom-

age to Tom Brady which we know probably was 

Father Jason’s idea. Prime Bishop and Carol 

Mikovsky were also 

there with Bishop 

John Mack. 

 After the 

bowling was fin-

ished, a banquet for 

all bowlers and 

guests was held on 

Saturday night. Con-

gratulations to all the winners hope everyone 

had good time. 

The Last Supper 

The Last Supper me-

dallion on the front 

of the high altar is 

being refurbished 

by Trinity Artisans. 

They are the same 

company that did 

the beautiful work on our nativity statues and 

the body of the crucified Christ for us. 

 The refurbishing of the Last Supper me-

dallion is being underwritten by Roger Seliga to 

the glory of God in this the 125th anniversary 

year of our Church, in recognition of our focus 

this year on Being Eucharistic People, and in lov-

ing memory of his parents, Joseph and Carolyn 

Szeliga. We are very grateful to Roger for this 

generous gift and can’t wait to see the finish 

work. 

Welcome New Members 

 We wish to extend a warm 

welcome to Nicholas Gerardi, Mi-

chael and Paula Marks, and Ed-

ward Golembeski as a “new” 

members of St. Stanislaus Cathe-

dral.  

 Nicholas has grown up at 

St. Stanislaus and has now be-

come a member.  He is the son 

of Frank and Jennifer Gerardi. 

 Michael and Paula are transfer members 

from St. Mary’s Parish in Duryea.  

 Nicholas, Michael and Paula were officially  
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accepted as members of St. Stanislaus at the 

March meeting.   

 Ed was a member of St. Stan’s many years 

ago and wanted to renew his membership here.    

He was officially accepted as a “new” member at 

the June meeting of the Parish Committee. 

 Congratulations Nicholas,  Michael and 

Paula, and Ed!  

 Page 3 

First Holy Communion and Corpus Christi 

  Sunday, June 19
th

, a joint celebration of 

First Holy Communion and Corpus Christi was 

held at St. Stanislaus Cathedral celebrated by 

Bishop Bernard Nowicki. 

  Abigail Doyle, Madden Dudek and Alexan-

der Meleski received the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion for the first time.  The children pre-

pared with Father Janusz Lucarz 

throughout the year starting in 

October.   

  During the Mass, Madden 

read the First Lesson and Alex 

read the Second Les-

son. Abigail read the 

Gradual after the les-

sons.  The children  

then took turns reading 

the Prayers of the Faith-

ful. They all did  

an excellent job.  

 

 Father Janusz addressed 

the homily to the new 

communicants.  At the beginning of the sermon, 

Fr. Janusz came to the children in the pews and 

talked to them and asked them questions about 

their pets and how they care for them.  He then 

focused the sermon on reminding them that Je-

sus will always be with them and never forget 

them.   

  When it came time for the receiving of the 

Sacrament, the children and their parents ap-

proached the altar.  Each child then received the 

Body and Blood of Christ for the first time from 

Bishop Nowicki. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  At 

the conclu-

sion of the 

Mass, Prime Bishop Anthony 

Mikovsky began the Corpus 

Christi procession with the 

Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament. Prime 

Bishop Anthony, Bishop Bernard, Fr. Janusz, the 

ladies from the ANS Society, the Cathedral Cho-

rale and the communicants with their families 

then processed around the inside of the church 

to the four altars that had been prepared. The 

children were given the task of ringing the 

handheld bells for the procession. (It gave them 

a little taste of what it would be like to be an al-

tar server.) 

  Before the closing 

hymn, Abigail, Alex and 

Madden were presented  
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with their certificates and gifts from St. Stani-

slaus.  

  Congratulations to Abigail Doyle, Alexan-

der Meleski, and Madden Dudek on this incredi-

bly special moment in their lives and to their 

families. 

After pictures were 

taken in church, the 

children and everyone 

in attendance were 

treated to an ice 

cream social in the 

church hall. 
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Honoring our Graduates 

 On Sunday, June 26
th

, St. Stanislaus Ca-

thedral honored the students of our parish who 

graduated in 2022.  During the 9:30 mass, Fa-

ther Janusz spoke after the Homily about our 

newly graduated youth and presented them a 

gift, Jesus Calling for Graduates; something to 

help guide them in their future endeavors. The 

following graduates were recognized.  

Celeste Gingerlowski graduated from 

Scranton High School on June 30
th

.  She was a 

member of the Cathedral Youth Group and St. 

Stanislaus Bell Choir.  Celeste is undecided 

about her future plans and is keeping her op-

tions open. 

Madeline Hughes graduated from Temple 

University on May 4
th

 with a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Early Childhood Education 

with a concentration in Spe-

cial Education.  She has ac-

cepted a job with Delaware 

Valley School District as a 

first-grade teacher starting 

in August of 2022.  Made-

line was a member of the 

Cathedral Youth Group and St. Stanislaus Bell 

Choir. 

Ryan Notari graduated 

from Forest City High School 

on June 10
th

. He will be at-

tending Penn State University 

in the fall to pursue his Bach-

elor of Science in Nursing 

and enrollment in Air Force 

ROTC. He has taken honors and AP classes and 

held leadership positions in many high school 

clubs. Ryan will be completing his Eagle Scout 

Medal very soon and was a member of the Ca-

thedral Youth Group, St. Stanislaus Bell Choir 

and has helped out with the Cathedral Chorale. 

After Church, the graduates were treated 

with a cake during coffee hour. 

Congratulations to 

our graduated and may 

God bless them as they 

take their next steps in 

the life. 

 

 

Special Meeting 

 A special meeting was held on Sunday, June 

26
th

 after the 9:30 a.m. mass.  Election of dele-

gates for the upcoming Synod was held.  The fol-

lowing will be our delegates from St. Stanislaus: 

Jennifer Gerardi, Maria Hughes, Carol Mikovsky, 

Carol Nasser, Barbara Nowicki, and Linda Seliga 

Vitcavage.  Kate Boczar Matza will be an alternate.   

 May God bless them and give them the wis-

dom to make good decisions for the Polish Nation-

al Catholic Church as a whole and for St. Stani-

slaus. 



The Fleas are Calling All Volunteers from 

St. Stanislaus!  We Need Your Help!!! 

Our Annual Flea Market is coming up Fri-

day, July 22
nd

 and Saturday, July 23
rd

. Set up will 

start June 27
th
 at 9 till 4 and continue through 

the Flea market.  Please come and help with the 

sorting and cleaning of the donated items. Call 

Lorne Notari 570-840-2108 or Parish office 570-

961-9231 for more info on helping. 

Donations are being accepted starting 

Wednesday June 29
th

 until Saturday July 16
th

. 

Drop off times are Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fri-

days from 10 till 2 and Saturdays from 9 till 1. 

Please drop off large items on Saturdays when 

we have the help to unload them. 

Your help is also needed the days of the 

Flea Market. Kitchen help, serving food/taking 

orders, cashiers, cleaning, salespeople, or help 

to move items into customers vehicles are need-

ed.  If you can give us 30 minutes to all day, an-

ytime is appreciated. Don’t think you can do any 

of this, well we can train you or just come out 

and be social again with your fellow Parishioners 

and Church Family. See old friends and make 

new ones. One thing we can promise is you will 

have FUN!!!! 

Donation of Baked goods to be sold at 

our Flea Market are needed. Brownies, breads, 

cakes, cupcakes, or any type of baked goods 

would be greatly appreciated BOTH days of the-

sale. Please drop off at the Youth Center Thurs-

day before Sale between 9 and 4. 

PLEASE come and be helpful for our larg-

est fund raiser!  We can really use the help and 

many hands make the load lighter. 

Flea Market Prep!  

 During the months of May and June the 

ladies in the kitchen have been preparing for the 

flea market. Almost “homemade” pierogi have 

been acquired 

and approxi-

mately 750 pig-

gies have been made.  

The wimpy sauce is done 

and some baking for the 

bake sale. 

 Volunteers are also 

starting the setup. We even 

had some of the youngest 

helpers, cousins Alex and 

Lily, who were helping with 

dusting and sorting books. 

Everyone can help from the 

oldest to the youngest.   

 Come and have a fun 

time with a great bunch of 

people.  We will be setting 

up until the day before the 

flea market and any help is 

appreciated!!!  

 

"Those who are happiest are those  
who do the most for others." 

   - Booker T. Washington 
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Holy Smoke at the Cemetery 

 Or as the Scranton Times put it, One Way 

to Avoid Mowing the 

Lawn! 

 On Thursday, 

May 26
th

, our cemetery 

caretaker, Mike Beggin, 

was cutting the grass in 

the upper field when he 

smelled smoke.  When 

he looked behind, he 

saw that the Scag zero turn riding mover was on 

fire.  Thankfully Mike stopped the mower and 

got off immediately. He called 911 and the 

Scranton Fire Department responded quickly but 

to no avail. No one was hurt but the Scag was 

“toast.”  

 Thankfully the 

mower was covered by 

insurance except for a 

deductible, and just this 

week the new Scag 

mower was picked up 

from Marshall Machin-

ery.  We are finally back 

to easily cutting grass at the cemetery.   

 God has been good to us!   

“THERE IS NOTHING ORDINARY ABOUT SING-

ING THE ORDINARIES “ 

 Summer Music Workshop for Church  

Musicians and Clergy 

 On Saturday, August 13, 2022, a summer 

music workshop, There Is Nothing Ordinary About 

Singing the Ordinaries, will be conducted by the 

Central Diocese Music Commission.  It will take 

place at the Saint Stanislaus Cathedral in Scranton, 

PA from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., on that day. This 

event is intended for all Diocesan clergy and 

church musicians, including organists, choir direc-

tors and choir members. 

 In order to meet the great need in our 

Church for music in the Contemporary Mass for-

mat, the workshop will focus on providing instruc-

tion and resources for singing the Ordinaries at 

Mass, including the Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus, and 

Lamb of God. 

In addition, participants will be provided with in-

formation about the “ins and outs’ of using One 

License, including accessing the content, copyright 

issues and reporting. The new Shutterfly Share Site 

established by the Central Diocese Music Commis-

sion will be explored, as well. 

  In your email, enter “workshop” in 

the subject line and include your name(s), parish 

name and your phone number, OR contact Becky 

Elfman (570) 331-5670 or Jon Johnson (701) 659-

0452 with the same information request for inclu-

sion within the email. 

One Hot Meal 

 One Hot Meal is one of the 

most successful ongoing ways we 

connect and support our local 

community and those in need. 

During the height of the global 

pandemic, we had to shut down 

the event. Then it was brought back by the efforts of 

Leon Stankowski and his family who even brought 

the food preparation into his own home and then 

delivered it.  

 Now we are preparing to start it up again, but 

it will take some help. If you would like to lend a 

hand with One Hot Meal that takes place the first Sat-

urday of each month, please contact our parish of-

fice. In the past we have had schools, families, and 

companies sponsor and volunteer a few hours on 

Saturday to give back to the community.  

 We want to thank all those who have been a 

driving force of this important event over the years. 

In particular we would like to recognize Carol Nasser 

and her family for all they have done and continue to 

do. 
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July 2022 – St. Tarcisius  

During the month of July, we focus on St. Tarcisius “the boy 
martyr of the Eucharist” who loved and protected the Holy 
Eucharist.  So much so he gave his life to protect the pres-

ence of Jesus in Holy Communion.  Listen to his story as told 
by some Altar Servers gathered at the 2022 Eastern Diocese 

Altar Server Retreat.   
 
 
 

 

Scripture:  Matthew 5:13-16;  
1 Corinthians 12:4-7 
 
Reflection:  In our celebra-
tion of the Holy Mass, our 
altar servers play such an 
important role.  Consider 
just how much they do in 
serving God and the 
Church by assisting our 
priests and deacons dur-
ing the Sacred Liturgy. 

They carry the cross and lit candles during pro-
cessions, carry and handle the incense in proces-
sion and during the Mass, present the wine and 
water to the priest during the preparation of the 
gifts, wash the hands of the priest, ring the bells 
during the consecration, and hold the paten as 
the faithful receive the Most Sacred Body and 
Blood of our Lord.  Our altar servers participate 
in the Mass by joining in the spoken responses 
and the singing of the hymns and music of the 
Mass.  In doing all of these things with piety and 
attention, though, our altar servers fulfill a com-
mission that we may sometimes overlook: they 
set a good example for us of true, loving piety for 
Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament.   
 

St. Tarcisius, known as the “boy martyr of the 
Eucharist” was a young Christian in the Church 

Future Direction Subcommittee of the Supreme Council 

Polish National Catholic Church  

Go to YouTube on your electronic device and type 

July 2022 PNCC Future Directions in the  search 

bar for a brief video. 

of Rome in the 3rd Century, whose love and rev-
erence for Christ’s true and abiding presence in 
the Eucharist inspired him with the courage to 
give his life for our Lord!  He is an ideal Patron 
Saint for our altar servers and an inspiration to 
all.  His traditional feast day is August 15 but is 
secondary to the Solemnity of the Dormition and 
Assumption of the Blessed Mother.  St. Tarcisius, 
pray for us!   
 

 Action Item:  Reflect on the life of St. Tarcisius 
and his love and care for the Holy Eucha-
rist.  How do you assess your own reverence for 
the Holy Eucharist in how you choose to live your 
life?  

 

Schedule Sometime this month recognize all of 
your parish’s altar servers: list their names in the 
bulletin, acknowledge them at the end of week-
end Masses, pray for them by name during the 
General Intercessions, etc.  Have a reception/
picnic for the whole parish to thank them for their 
service and example of reverence to the Holy Eu-
charist. 

 

Schedule Mass for those Grieving 
 

Song for Reflection: Brandon Heath - See Me Through It 
Go to YouTube on your electronic device and type Brandon 
Heath - See Me Through It in the search bar for a brief video  

 
 

Prayer for our Altar Servers – 2014 PNCC Ritual 
 

For all the Altar Servers of our Parish 
and our Holy Polish National Catholic 
Church, that they may deepen their 
commitment to serve God and their 
neighbor, we pray to the Lord. 

 

God of Glory, Your beloved Son has 
shown us that true worship comes 
from humble and contrite hearts. 
Bless our brothers and sisters who 
have responded to the needs of our 
Parish and who commit themselves to Your service as 
Altar Servers. Grant that their ministry may be fruitful 
and our worship be pleasing in Your sight. We ask this 
through Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 



Save the Date!  

125th Anniversary Celebration  

  On Saturday, October 22, 2022, Holy 

Mass will be celebrated at 11:00 am at St. 

Stanislaus Cathedral commemorating the 

125th Anniversary of the Polish National 

Catholic Church. A celebratory banquet will 

follow at the Hilton Hotel and Conference 

Center in Scranton from 1:30 pm. The cost 

for the Banquet will be $60. This event was 

planned for the day following the end of 

the XXVI General Synod as it is a national celebration.  In the even-

ing, a renowned American concert organist, Gail Archer, will pre-

sent an organ recital from the canon of Polish organ literature.  

Please mark your calendars and plan to join us for this exciting cel-

ebration in the life of our church. More detailed information will be 

available soon. 

Mark Your Calendars!  

Here are some of the upcoming events, so mark your calendars to keep them in mind. 
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July 2
nd

 – Independence Day Mass at Bishop Hodur    

               Retreat and Recreational Center 11:00 a.m. 
  

July 2
nd

 to July 9
th

 – Kurs Encampment   

  

July 10
th 

- Parish Picnic Mass at the Cemetery  

         at 11:00 a.m. 
  

July 18
th

 – July 22
nd

 – National Youth Convocation,  

        Valparaiso University in Indiana hosted by  

         the Western Diocese 
  

July 22
nd

 – 23
rd

 - Annual Flea Market 

 

Aug. 13
th

 – Central Diocese Music Commission  

             Summer Workshop held at St. Stanislaus  

                  10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Aug. 15
th

 – Solemnity of the Dormition/Assumption  

    of the Blessed Virgin Mary  Holy Mass at Noon 
  

Sept. 3
rd—National YMS or R Golf Tournament in  

                 Parma, Ohio 

 

Sept. 11
th

 – Solemnity of Brotherly Love 

 

Oct. 9
th

 – Solemnity of the Christian Family 
 

Oct. 19
th

 – Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends 
  

Oct. 19
th 

- 21
st 

- 26
th 

National Synod in Scranton, PA 

  

Oct. 22
nd

—125
th

 Anniversary Celebration of the  

      Polish National Catholic Church and Organ Recital 

 July Anniversaries 

 

July 17 – Frank &  

           Jennifer Gerardi 

July 26 – Robert &  

           Colleen Maziarz 

 

    July  

Birthdays 

 

July 2 –Ava Kalteski 

July 3 – Carl Weaver 

July 4 – Nicholas Gerardi 

             Amy Kowalski 

July 6 – Jacob Stankowski 

July 7 – Dorothy Andrzejewski 

July 8 – Frances Loss 

             Delores Ostrowski 

July 14 – Celeste Gingerlowski 

July 15 – Barbara Kalteski 

July 21 – Kevin Hughes 

               Shirley Fox 

July 23 – Teresa Rothka 

July 24 – Joseph Annacarto 

July 26 – Joseph Rothka 

               Nancy Pron 

July 28 – Julianne Matza 

July 30 –Ryan Notari 

July 31 – Stan Zygmunt 

 2022 Education and Youth Commission Raffle:  The Education & Youth 
Commission of the Polish National Union of America is once again hosting a 
raffle to benefit our College Stipend Program.  The raffle will be held on De-
cember 7th, 2022 @ the PNU Home Office, 1006 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, 
Pa.   Donations for these tickets are $5.00 each or 3 tickets for $10.00.   

        First Prize –     $250 cash 
                                Second Prize – $100 cash 
                                Third Prize-     $50 cash 
                             We greatly appreciate your support and generosity as we 
continue to support the ministries of this commission to benefit our 
youth.  Monetary donations are always graciously accepted towards the fund-
ing for this stipend program, and can be mailed directly to the following ad-
dress:  Education and Youth Commission of the PNU, c/o Mary Ann 
Stankowski  1006 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, Pa   18505 (checks made payable 

to Education and Youth Commission). Raffle tickets are in the church social hall.  


