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The other day I was stopped at the traffic light on Greenwood and 3rd Street during an 

electrical storm when the traffic light went out. It took only a minute for the traffic to 

begin moving again with every driver treating the intersection as a four way stop. Even 

the people who were turning left were allowed to make their turns. And while I was there 

only a short time until I had my turn I believe that traffic continued to flow in the manner 

of a four way stop until the light was restored to working order. During this time, I made 

two observations. The first was how easily everyone at that stop changed their 

behavior, and the second was how no one violated the rules. In thinking about it later, it 

occurred to me how similar that experience was to how community is formed. Instead of 

being able to cruise right through the intersection on a green light, all the drivers were 

forced to acknowledge the drivers on either side of them, and secondly, all the drivers 

were forced to take their turns. In a sense, we were all forced into cooperation with one 

another to avoid a collision or complete gridlock. Collectively, so it seemed, every one of 

us realized the parameters to make this happened and we all did it almost 

automatically. For a brief time, it did not matter to anyone at that intersection what their 

political beliefs were, what ethnic group they belonged to or what kind of vehicle they 

were driving. We formed a community of likemindedness, if only in that split second, 

that benefitted everyone and accomplished the task at hand. 
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Tomorrow we will celebrate the 4th of July to commemorate the birth of the United 

States 246 years ago. We will once again hear speeches extolling the values of 

freedom and liberty which I am convinced were planted in the hearts of our forefathers 

by God. Freedom, justice and peace are the values of our nation, but also the values of 

our faith. We are citizens of two communities, that of God and of this earth. And we are 

stewards of both. But to do that, we must examine our status in both of these realms. 

How do freedom, justice and peace contribute to our sense of community  in the 21st 

century? And have the meanings and definitions of these three words changed since 

the founding of this nation. What does it mean to have freedom today. Certainly, it is a 

fundamentally different concept than it was 2000 years ago. Perhaps the terms justice 

and peace are very similar to what they were in Jesus’ day, but freedom, not so much. 

The word freedom is batted around so much these days, that I think it is important to 

understand what it means within the context of how it is used by Jesus. When Jesus 

speaks of freedom, he is talking about something that exists within each of us to turn 

away from the bondage of sin to a new life that gives us the power to make the world a 

better place. This kind of freedom allows us to see ourselves no longer slaves to what 

Paul called the desires of the flesh, and most of them describe behaviors not only 

destructive to ourselves, but behaviors that destroy community; among them enmity, 

jealousy, strife, anger and quarrels. Then Paul points to the freedom of the fruits of the 

Spirit which create and sustain community; among them are patience, kindness, 

gentleness, self-control. When Jesus talks about the Kingdom of God, I think he 

envisions those kinds of behaviors in which people work for the common good.  He 
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forsees a community based on cooperation and love for all of its citizens in which they 

flourish and grow. 

Freedom as a concept is as problematic as peace or justice because while we hold it as 

a valuable thing, and desire it for ourselves, it is never possible to have freedom without 

understanding it within the context of community. If you are alone you many have 

personal freedom to attain your own goals, make individual decisions about diet, 

finances, acquisitions and so forth. But that is only possible if you are alone. The 

moment you have another person in with you, you no longer havethat kind of freedom. 

At that point it is necessary to cooperate and compromise in order to be in relationship. 

And as the number of people in your environment increases, the amount of freedom you 

have decreases. All of our laws, statutes and regulations exist in order to limit personal 

freedom to allow for a cooperative, and compatible community. Christian freedom – the 

idea of freeing oneself from one self to open us up to love others really turns the idea of 

personal freedom on its head. For if we put aside our own wants, desires, and 

possessions in order to cooperate with others, that is the opposite personal freedom. 

However, that is exactly what Jesus is alluding to when he talks about the Kingdom of 

God.  

As Jed said last week, in these recent chapters of Luke, Jesus is on his way to 

Jerusalem, and he isn’t wasting any time. In the story from today, he sends seventy 

ahead of him in pairs to prepare the way for him to visit all the places he intended to go. 

They are not sent to evangelize, they are sent to build community. In a sense, this is a 

reconnaissance mission to find out who will be open to his message, and who isn’t 

going to listen. Jesus doesn’t want to waste time on places that will not listen to him. 
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Jesus doesn’t want them packing anything, he doesn’t want them talking to anyone 

along the way, and he doesn’t want them spending unnecessary time with those who 

have no interest in his message. Jesus wants them to be free of anything that will keep 

them from the work at hand.  

Significantly, Jesus sends them out in pairs. With two, there is always someone to 

provide encouragement and conversation. Discipleship is hard and it is always easier 

with a companion. But, perhaps another reason is that Jesus knows that the message 

they bring will be even richer with more than one point of view. Conversation around the 

dinner table is always more interesting and illuminating with multiple views of the world. 

And so they head out two by two, in what must have been a journey filled with perilous 

unknowns; they are lambs among wolves; not knowing what awaits them in the villages 

or around the next bend. Imagine yourself as a villager looking out and seeing two 

barefooted men approaching your village with nothing but the clothes on their backs. 

Two men, traveling only with the fire in their bellies which came from their strong faith in 

the teachings of Jesus, and armed only with the gifts of the Spirit and the love of God. 

And what did they do when they entered the village. They engaged the locals with 

stories of their lives. They spoke of the freedom that they had been given to seek a new 

life in God, and how that life is available to everyone. They talked of love and hope and 

illuminated their words with examples of how belief in Jesus could profoundly change 

their lives. And it was enough. In speaking and listening, sharing a meal, and 

developing a relationship these men set the stage for Jesus and spread the seeds of 

community which would find secure roots in the centuries to come. 
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We celebrate our nation’s independence tomorrow. We like to believe in the strength of 

rugged individualism and cherish the freedom of that individualism. But in community, 

just like the broken traffic signal that freedom must be shared with those around us in 

order to provide for the common good of all. 

When we think back to those Pilgrims and Puritans who came to the shores of North 

America almost 400 years ago. They had a very sure sense of their desire for freedom, 

but also knew their vulnerability. They knew that they only way they could survive was 

to depend completely on one another. Remember what they called the first colonies and 

then states? Commonwealths. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The 

Commonwealth of Virginia. The Commonwealth of Rhode Island. The Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania. They understood that they held all things in common, that the good of 

any one individual was inextricably linked to the good of all others.  

Our culture is waiting for the good news that real community is still possible. It is waiting 

for words of hope and comfort that we can truly be a United States. Ours is a 

challenging time to bear witness to our faith. But it is no more challenging than the day 

the 70 were sent out. If we remember how they were sent and if we let Christ send us 

out as they were sent out, together, depending on each other, then the Spirit will do its 

work. We need to always keep in mind that while we treasure our freedoms, those 

freedoms must be shared with others in order to provide for the common good of all. 

 


