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the Trinity Trumpet 

Welcome to  
Trinity Episcopal 

Church 
Bend, OR 

Trinity Hall 
469 NW Wall St 

St. Helens Hall 
231 NW Idaho Ave 

Services 

9 AM Sunday 
Adult Forum  

on Zoom 

10 AM Sunday 
Rite II 

on FaceBook  
and YouTube 

12 Noon Wednesday 
Rite II 

on YouTube 

Parish Office 

541-382-5542 
ministry@trinitybend.org 

jan@trinitybend.org 

www.TrinityBend.org 

The Parish Offices are 
closed due to the 

restrictions on social 
interactions due to the  
COVID-19 pandemic.  

Calls and emails will be 
responded to as quickly as 

possible. Thank you. 

Trumpet Articles 
trumpet@trinitybend.org 

 May 2020  
A week or two before Holy Week, there was some 
expressed hope that we could all fill our churches on 
Easter Sunday. It may have been aspirational, but it was 
hardly realistic.  
 
No, Holy Week and Easter Sunday were unlike any we 
have ever experienced.  
 
And we’re not alone, of course.  Churches everywhere 
are struggling to  use modern technology to provide 
online worship. The quality of these productions is  
varied, but the desire to maintain faith with (and for)  
one another is real. And heartening. 
 
Whenever we run into a glitch in our production — and there have been a few! — I try 
to remind myself that ongoing improvement is better than delayed perfection.  
 
We are not professionals. But there are gratifying moments through all of this. I’ve been 
delighted to welcome so many folks to Trinity. The regular members, yes, as well as 
Nola from Nicaragua, and some of my former parishioners from Missouri, Illinois, and 
southern Oregon. Our congregation is, in a very real sense, larger than we were before. 
 
From the start, I expressed the hope that we would — for our own safety and for the 
wellbeing of others — emphasize physical distancing AND strive to enhance our social 
connections. I am delighted that we are discovering ways to do so. I think we may come 
to see that we’ve actually grown closer to one another along the way. 
 
Many of you are making phone calls, just to check in with one another. 
 
Zoom meetings have opened up ways for diverse people to interact together. We 
gather for a social hour on Fridays and for prayers on Tuesdays. When we’re allowed to 
be together face-to-face again, I think some of you will delight in the chance to embrace 
a former stranger. 
 
If you’re not part of our Facebook group, I hope you’ll consider joining. We only had five 
members in early March but now have more than 90. We’ve encouragement one 
another there. We’ve share heartwarming stories. We’ve passed around some jokes. 
Even when apart, it is good to be in community! 
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When we gathered at the Annual Meeting, I told you that we had created our 
2020 Budget with a $10,000 shortfall. Many of you heard the call and 
increased your donations. As a result, we ended the month of March with 
$2,192.43 more in income than expenses. Thank you. 
 
One of the things that I am most proud of about Trinity is our decision to 
remain a “Downtown” Church continuing to serve our local community. Our 
buildings are in almost constant use. These programs help cover maintenance 
costs of our facilities. With the suspension of public meetings, this income 
source will not be as expected. 
 
The CARES ACT was intended to help small businesses (incl. non-profits) 
maintain payroll. Thanks to some AMAZINGLY fast action on the part of Joan 
Wellman, Paula Pyron and Jan Stalker, we applied for payroll support on the 
first day that our bank was processing applications. (If we maintain our staff, 
the relief package covers 2½ months of payroll for Trinity and Family Kitchen.) 
 
Thank you for your commitment to Trinity and the programs we support in our 
community. 
 

For all that challenges us, we are striving to find ways to continue to be the 
Church, the Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement here in Bend.  
 
Our weekly Adult Forum is one of those ways we keep the faith together. Join 
us on Zoom for some important updates on our ongoing life and ministry: 
 
     May 3 Opportunities to love and serve in our local context; 
     May 10 Report from Nicaragua, with special guest Nola Nackerud; 
     May 17 Conversation with Amy Jayne from Ascension School; 
     May 24 Update from our Latino Opportunities Visioning (LOV) group. 

 
We’ve taken advantage of this suspension of 
meetings at Trinity to address some special 
projects. Carpets have been professionally 
cleaned. The kitchen is getting a deep cleaning.  
 
And the stained-glass windows are being 
repaired/restored.  

 
And there is one piece of joyous news to share. 
Chaney and Kathryn Swiney are thrilled to announce 
the birth of their first child, Elias — an “Earth Day” 
baby, weighing in at 7 lb., 3 oz, born on April 22! 
 
For more news and updates, check out our parish 
website and/or the Trinity Facebook group! 

 Treasurer’s Notes  Terri Rahmsdorff Contact Us 
Jed Holdorph, Rector 
(541) 382-5542 
jed@trinitybend.org 
 

Your Vestry 
Deby Welch, Senior Warden 
(541) 848-7523 
SrWarden@trinitybend.org 

David Depew, Junior Warden 
(319) 541-4112 
david-depew@uiowa.edu 

Chris Bell 
(971) 645-3595 
highdesertdawg@gmail.com 

Suzanne Brady 
(615) 739-0260 
suzanne.n.brady@gmail.com 

William (Bill) Carrington 
(909) 969-4913 
wcarrin635@aol.com 

Todd Cary 
(541) 306-4832 
todd@aristesoftware.com 

Greg Hedger 
(602) 828-4285 
ghedger13@gmail.com 

Jennifer MacHaffie 
(541) 788-3451 
jennifermachaffie@gmail.com 

Paula Pyron 
(503) 313-2396 
ppyron@cpkinder.com 

Mark Welch 
(541) 410-0004 
markndeby@gmail.com 

Mark Williams 
(208) 241-4797 
mwaldensk@gmail.com 

Terri Rahmsdorff, Treasurer 
(541) 390-1097 
trahmsdorff@gmail.com 

Judy Warren, Clerk of the Vestry 
(541) 639-4111 
owlandcompass@gmail.com 

 Meanwhile ...  
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On Easter Sunday I chose to walk around God’s creation at Discovery Park in NW Bend. The 
pond was full of ducks and geese and the sky full of swallows. Trees were blossoming and 
buds swelling. Then I noticed a young goose limping along the cement sidewalk.  On closer 
inspection I saw a piece of plastic wrapped around its left leg. Tragic. This is the fate of so 
many birds and mammals — becoming entrapped in plastic and eating plastic.   
 
How can we reduce our use of plastic when it is everywhere from food containers to 
toothpaste tubes? Deschutes County Rethink Waste lists suggestions on how to do just that!  
Sign up for Plastic Free July at https://www.rethinkwasteproject.org/2019/06/27/single-use-plastics-and-their-impacts-
can-we-stop-it/. Some of the ideas there include: 

 Buy less stuff! Think about your purchases. Do you really need it? 

 Pay attention to packaging. Is there a choice with less packaging? Can you buy it in bulk? 

 Have a “to go kit”  of reusable items at hand for outings: a bag, silverware, cup for coffee or beer. (During 
quarantine time you may not be able to provide reusable cups/containers, but skip the plastic, if you can.) 

 Talk about it. Tell your friends. Tell your neighbors. Teach your kids. 

 Know — without a doubt — what is and isn’t recyclable! 

 
The Natural Resources Defense Council has a Plastics 101 on single use plastics and pollution at: 
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/single-use-plastics-101. And the World Wildlife Fund has ten things you can do to stop 
plastic pollution in nature at: 
https://www.worldwildlife.org/magazine/issues/fall-2019/articles/plastic-in-the-ocean  
 
Start small and you will think of more and more actions that you can take to decrease your use of plastics! Pass along 
your ideas and I will post them in another Trumpet article. Send them to Marie Suhre @ suhredts@hotmail.com. 

 The Pledge to Care for Creation Continues! Marie Suhre 

May Birthdays 

2 Brian Douglass 9 Mary Beth Mergenthaler 21 Phoebe DeGree 27 Nicholas Rial 

3 Elin Milazzo 9 Sandy Negus 22 Marie Gibson 27 Bob Mathers 

6 Ken Wellman 10 Genie McBurnett 24 Jed Holdorph 28 Terry Rahmsdorff 

7 Alice Selder 15 Margaret Ann Cole 24 Ellen Schweppe 30 Rick Negus 

7 Chase Osborne 19 Mark Lane 25 Mona Key 31 Sandra Pospisil 

9 Carson Mergenthaler 20 Judith Warren 26 Evelyn Poole  

In Memoriam 

Bill Ellis 

February 23, 1954- April 25, 2020 

Rest eternal grant to him, O Lord;  
And let light perpetual shine upon him. 

May his soul, and the souls of all the departed,  
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 

https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/take-the-challenge/
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/single-use-plastics-101
https://www.worldwildlife.org/magazine/issues/fall-2019/articles/plastic-in-the-ocean
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 Trinity Episcopal Church 

469 NW Wall Street 

Bend, Oregon 97703 

 

Return Service Requested 

Join us online for formation and fellowship,  

for gatherings and worship @ Trinity. 

 

 Sunday mornings:  9 AM Adult Forum on Zoom 

  10 AM Holy Eucharist on Facebook and YouTube 

  11:15 AM Virtual Coffee Hour on Zoom 
 

Tuesdays: 4 PM Prayers in the Evening on Zoom 

 

Wednesdays: 9 AM Sermon Reflections on Zoom  

  12 noon Noonday Prayers on YouTube 

 

Fridays:  4 PM Social Hour On Zoom 

 
 

More information about how to subscribe or log on to these gatherings available  
in our weekly emails and/or the parish website @ www.trinitybend.org 

 


