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Heidelbaugh Calls for Lawsuit Against Chinese Government Regarding Coronavirus 
  
PITTSBURGH, PA – Republican Attorney General candidate Heather Heidelbaugh today called for the 
state to file suit immediately against the government of the People’s Republic of China in a similar 
fashion to the lawsuit filed by Missouri AG Eric Schmitt. 
  
“Pennsylvanians have [all] paid a high price in their health and economic well-being due to the 
Coronavirus.  The Chinese government’s stonewalling and lack of transparency has caused real harm to 
all of us.  They need to be held accountable for their actions,” said Heidelbaugh. 
  
Former Food and Drug Administration head Scott Gottlieb has estimated that just by acting one week 
earlier, China could have reduced cases by 66%, and that a three week earlier action would have 
reduced them by 95%. 
  
Heidelbaugh also penned an op-ed on the topic and the full text is contained below. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

It’s Time for Pennsylvania to Take China to Court 
  
Pennsylvania should sue the Chinese government for the massive injury they’ve inflicted on our people 
by their negligence and coverup during the Coronavirus pandemic.  
  
The Attorney General of Missouri has already filed a lawsuit against the Chinese government for 
mishandling and covering up the coronavirus outbreak, arguing a case that their negligence has cost 
American lives.  
  
Since the outbreak at the end of last year, more than 43,000 Americans have died, more than 1,500 of 
them here in Pennsylvania.  One-in-five Pennsylvanian workers is now on government assistance 
because of the outbreak, and trillions of dollars in economic damage incurred. 
  
The Chinese regime has harmed us in a very real and material way – in ways for which courts were 
created. 
  
It’s a case of likely intentional deceit or, at the least, gross negligence. 
  



China’s handling of the Covid-19 pandemic was deceitful on almost every level, from an attitude of 
wishing away the clear evidence of the outbreak, to silencing the courageous doctor who tried to alert 
authorities in Wuhan, to their continuing coverup of the real death toll. 
If there were any doubt of their intent, we need only remind ourselves that Chinese authorities even 
attempted to float a theory that the virus was brought into their country by U.S. servicemen. 
  
Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro should have brought a suit on behalf of the commonwealth 
and its people. But he hasn’t. Therefore, at a minimum, he should join with Missouri. 
  
I doubt he will. 
  
To date, Josh Shapiro has opted for showboat legal actions and political grandstanding.  He has 
appeared in the media almost every day since the pandemic began – 221 times to discuss price gouging.  
He has held press conferences telling people not to hoard toilet paper. 
  
Yet, he hasn’t acted as our lawyer – just a TV spokesman. 
  
He has overstepped the boundaries of his office by acting as a bank regulator, attempting to restructure 
student loans, and has gone so far as to say that Governor Wolf’s emergency declaration conferred new 
powers to the Attorney General’s office. 
  
In short, Josh Shapiro is a politician, but has shown no inclination, much less qualification, to do his 
elected job as our attorney.  
 
As a lawyer, he has spent little to no time in an actual courtroom. He went from Capitol Hill to law 
school and up various rungs of the political ladder.  
  
As Attorney General, he has botched one of the biggest narcotics prosecutions in state history, causing 
dozens of dealers to walk free and continue their deadly business. 
  
Fortunately, there are staff attorneys in the office who might be able to assist in joining Missouri in this 
lawsuit.  A unified front is vital. 
  
It is time for the Attorney General of our state to step up or step aside. This is not a one-and-done press 
conference. It’s not a news release, chiding citizens to behave in ways they already do. It’s a real, 
complicated, and important legal case for which the people of Pennsylvania deserve strong and 
competent representation. 
  
We need the Attorney General to join this lawsuit to seek redress for what has been done to our people, 
medically and economically. We need an Attorney General who will stop picking easy fights and opt for a 
hard one that really, truly matters. 


