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Councilmember Curren D. Price, Jr. cuts the ribbon to open the new soccer field
Photos by JuanCarlos Chan, Rec & Parks Dept.

Grand Opening of Fred Roberts Synthetic Soccer Field
October 2, 2014 marked the grand opening of 
the new synthetic soccer field at Fred Roberts 
Recreation Center, 4700 Honduras St., Los 
Angeles. The LA Galaxy Star Squad was there 
to provide entertainment. Councilmember 
Curren D. Price, Jr., Recreation & Parks (RAP) 
General Manager Michael Shull,  RAP Pacific 
Region Superintendent Mark Mariscal, and 
City Engineer Gary Lee Moore were featured 
speakers.

Moore said a major goal was to maintain 
the aesthetic quality of this beautiful park. 
By locating the new synthetic soccer field in 
the same location as the existing field, BOE 
designers were able to save all the beautiful 
surrounding mature trees. Two shade struc-
tures, a drinking fountain, and trash receptacle 
were added as well as three new outdoor 
security lighting, which lets the community 
use the new jogging path and six new exercise 
equipment into the evening hours. He noted 
that installing a synthetic field instead of grass, 
saves thousands of gallons of water each year, 
important in times of drought.

 The field has a drainage system consist-
ing of perforated PVC pipes installed 18” 
deep, 25’ on center diagonally, to eliminate 
flooding.  

Approximately 8” of top soil were removed 
and replaced with crushed aggregate base.  
The finish playing surface is installed on top, 
consisting of polyethylene pile blended fiber, 
densely weaved on permeable multilayer 
backing.  

Infill material, composed of rubber and 
sand, is then laid on top. This helps the field 
meet required G-Max (bounce) test for play 
safety. The rubber infill material used is from 
recycled tires and sports rubber shoe soles.

The Bureau of Engineering provided 

l to r: RAP GM Michael Shull, Project Manager 
Guillermo Barragan, Councilmember Curren D. 
Price, Jr., City Engineer Gary Lee Moore, RAP Pa-
cific Region Superintendent Mark Mariscal, RAP 
Assistant GM Ramon Barajas.

City Engineer Gary Lee Moore addressed the many young soccer players eagerly awaiting the 
opening of the new soccer field.

continued on page 9
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Gary Lee Moore from reaching base safely, 
Bert Moklebust got a hit, scoring Allen and 
Mac Neil. BOE held SF to 1 run in the bottom 
of the 5th, which ended with the score 13-4.

Willis Huffman led off the top of the 6th 
inning with a single and Omar Braish also 
reached base safely. BOE was poised to rally 
and cut into SF’s lead. But SF’s defense made 
3 straight outs, allowing only Huffman to score 
on Maria Rongavilla’s sacrifice fly. SF had a 
mini rally in the bottom of the 6th, but BOE 
made some timely defensive plays, holding 
them to only 2 runs, which made the score 
15-5 in SF’s favor.

In the top of the 7th, BOE scored 1 run 
on Alfred Mata’s solo home run. SF was held 
scoreless in the bottom of the 7th, which 
brought the score to 15-6. In the top of the 8th 
inning, with two outs, Bert Moklebust tried to 
get a rally started with his second hit of the 
game. But SF made a good play on Abdullah 
Sadozai’s well hit ball to left field, ending 
BOE’s chance to score. SF added 1 run in the 
bottom of the 8th, to make the score 16-6 
heading into the 9th and final inning.

Undaunted by SF’s lead, Willis Huffman 
led off the 9th inning with a hit. After Omar 
Braish reached base on a fielder’s choice, 
Dominic Buenaventura and Maria Rongavilla 
both hit singles, loading the bases with one 
out. Two of the next three batters also reached 
base safely, scoring 2 runs for BOE before the 
final out was made, ending the game 16-8 in 
SF’s favor.

Practice and preparation paid off for both 
teams, as each side played solid defense. After 
the game, both teams and their fans enjoyed 
lunch and trophy presentations, hosted by the 
SF team. Batting 3 for 3, with a walk, single, 
double, and home run, and solid fielding at 
shortstop, including two double plays and 
an over the shoulder catch, Alfred Mata was 
presented the MVP award for BOE.

This was the second win in a row for SF. 
In the modern day softball rivalry that began 
in 2001, SF has won 8 games, while BOE has 
won 6. The BOE team is looking forward to 
hosting the game next year in Los Angeles, 
scheduled for the 2015 Columbus Day week-
end, where it hopes to reclaim the trophy.

Softball Game - continued

Successful Completion of 
the Lennox Avenue Storm 
Drain Project
The Street Improvement and Stormwater 
Division (SSD) completed another flood 
control project recently by installing 560 feet 
of 30-inch and 36-inch diameter storm drain 
pipes on Riverside Drive between Lennox 
Avenue and the Los Angeles River (near the 
intersection of Valleyheart Drive and Riverside 
Drive). Work also included the construction 
of lateral pipes on Lennox Avenue and Sylmar 
Avenue, maintenance holes, catch basins, and 
junction structures. 

This newly installed storm drain system in 
CD 4 will alleviate chronic flooding at River-
side and Lennox by conveying wet weather 
runoff away from the problem area into the 
nearby Los Angeles River.

Despite challenges such as the turnover of 
key personnel in the midst of the project (in-
cluding the promotion of Iraj Moussay-Afzali 
to Sanitation), SSD completed the $669,719 
project on time and within budget. Project 
Manager Ding Lee and Construction Man-
agers Nadir Shah and Iraj Moussay-Afzali 
gratefully acknowledge the support of Dan 
MacNeil and Gary Giesseman from Survey; 
Patrick Schmidt and Gene Edwards from Ge-
otech; Environmental Group Manager Maria 
Martin; and Seffy Wiles, Clive Thomas and 
Don Haggerty of BCA.

Walk to Stop Diabetes
Message from Mayor Eric Garcetti:
The City of Los Angeles is once again proud 
to take part in the annual Los Angeles Step 
Out: Walk to Stop Diabetes. This 5K walk will 
take place in spectacular Griffith Park, one of 
L.A.’s most famed landmarks, on Saturday, 
November 15, 2014 at 9:00 am.

More than 700,000 people in Los Angeles 
County are now living with diabetes, and that 
number is increasing every day. We need to 
come together to slow down this major public 
health epidemic. If current trends continue, 
one-out-of-three American adults will have 
diabetes by 2050.

The American Diabetes Association is the 
leading non-profit health organization dedi-
cated to preventing and curing diabetes and 
to improving the lives of the 29 million people 
currently living with the disease.

Public education and awareness can help 
prevent the development of diabetes and its 
complications, and funds raised at this Walk 
will be used locally to fund research, outreach 
and advocacy.

We need your help! Spread the word on 
this important community event and encour-
age your Department to form a Team!

For more information on the Los Angeles 
Step Out please visit www.stepoutla.com 
or contact Beth Cole via e-mail at BCole@
diabetes.org; or by phone at 323 966-2890 
ext. 7540.

Notice No. 30 - DOS
Notice No. 30 dated November 4, 2014, titled 
Director of Systems Appointment announced 
the appointment of Ray Uyemura, Director 
of Systems, effective October 20, 2014. Ray 
promotes from Senior Systems Analyst II to 
Director of Systems, heading the Systems 
Division. Ray is located at 1149 S. Broadway, 
7th floor, Los Angeles, CA, 90015, Mail Stop 
486. He can be reached at Phone No. (213) 
485-5229.

Combined Charitable 
Campaign
Message from Mayor Eric Garcetti:
As City employees, we are dedicated to the 
future of our great City. I realize your unsur-
passable level of commitment and I am proud 
to work with you. It is truly an exciting time 
to be working for the City of Los Angeles. We 
have some of the best talent and most dedi-
cated individuals to make our City the most 
efficient and effective in the nation.

Today I am writing to ask if you will take 
that dedication just a bit further and enroll in 
the City of Los Angeles Combined Charitable 
Campaign. This campaign funds more than 
400 charitable organizations within our own 
community. Visit www.givetola.org to learn 
more about each of the participating charities 
and the impact they are making to improve 
the lives of Angelenos.

By partnering with the philanthropic com-
munity, we have an even bigger opportunity 
to improve the lives of the people we serve. 
Now is our time to demonstrate the personal 
commitments of our team, for a Los Angeles 
that is transforming and becoming an even 
greater City.

Thank you for doing this with me. Thank 
you for working together.

Sincerely,
ERIC GARCETTI
Mayor

design, project management, construction 
administration and construction management 
services. The general contractor was Asphalt, 
Fabric and Engineering, Inc.

Thanks go to Mahmood Karimzadeh, 
Program Manager; Bill Lee, Senior Architect; 
Guillermo Barragan, Project Manager/Project 
Designer; Saro Dersaroian, Electrical Engineer 
I; Jose Fuentes, head of the Construction 
Management Division; Anagh Mamdapurkar, 
Construction Manager; Bureau of Contract 
Administration inspector Sonny Cruz; and 
everybody who worked on this project.

Roberts Soccer Field - continued from page 4
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