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Luke Verbeten began singing as a sixth-grader at St. Paul Catholic School.
That was back in 1940.
Today, more than 80 years later, Luke is still singing and enjoying every minute of it.
“I’ll keep on singing as long as my voice is there and as long as I can hit those high

notes,” the tenor singer said with a laugh.
Luke, a 92-year-old lifelong member of St. Clare Catholic Parish, can be seen and heard

frequently at St. Paul church in Wrightstown, where he attends Mass with his older sister,
Germaine Smith, 99, on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays.

One of his favorite songs is “Soul of My Saviour.” “I really love that one,” he said. “And
I enjoy a number of the old Mary hymns too.”

Luke recalls singing solo at Christmas concerts while in grade school and “never being
too nervous singing in front of other people.”
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He acknowledged he wasn’t a big fan of sitting in school all day, especially early on,
noting, “For those first couple of years, I didn’t like it. I would’ve rather just gone home and
played with my dog. But after third grade I liked it more and more. And then I started with the
boys’ choir at school in sixth grade.”

After completing grades 1-8 at St. Paul Catholic School, Luke grew his passion for music
while attending Wrightstown High School. As a teenager, Luke sang with the mixed choir at St.
Paul Church (now part of St. Clare Catholic Parish). Right after graduating high school in 1947,
he began serving as director of the church men’s choir – a role he embraced for the next 35 years.

“Most of the people in the choir were all older than me when I started as the director,”
Luke said. “But they listened. I guess they believed I knew what I was talking about. We worked
to grow the choir and it had quite a few good singers for many years.”

He also played football, basketball and baseball in high school. “I liked basketball the
most, but we were never very good,” he said with a chuckle.

Luke was born Oct. 9, 1929, on a dairy farm in the nearby town of Buchanan, one of five
children to Arnold and Mary Verbeten. The family religiously attended Mass at St. Paul, where
Luke received his sacraments.

Luke said the family moved to Wrightstown when he was about 6 years old, and a few
years later they moved onto a farm south of Wrightstown.

All the while, they attended Mass at St. Paul. Luke said he served as an altar boy “pretty
much all the time,” adding, “Everybody wanted to serve on Saturdays back then, because Fr.
(August) Broekman would pay us a few dimes on Saturdays.”

Several years later, Luke moved to Wrightstown and has lived there ever since. His sister
Germaine lives about a block away. They have one other living sibling, Mary Thiel, who is 98.

After graduating from high school – and when he wasn’t directing the choir – Luke took
a correspondence course in engineering and worked for a home builder based in De Pere for two
years. He then worked for a general contractor in Kaukauna from 1949 until 1965. When that
contractor retired, Luke said he and his late brother, Mark Verbeten, bought him out and kept the
company going. Luke retired as company president in 1993.

“With construction, I liked that it was something new every day,” Luke said, quickly
adding with a laugh, “And there was a new problem every other day, too.”

The company built and worked on an array of structures throughout the area, including
significant work done on St. Paul Church.

“I feel good about a lot of the things we did over the years, including at St. Paul,” Luke
said. “We worked on schools and churches and all kinds of buildings … even sewage plants.”

Luke served in the U.S. Army for 21 months (17 of which were spent in Korea), and he
concluded his service as a staff sergeant.

In 1953, Luke married his late wife, Eunice, at St. Paul; she passed away in 2008. They
have two sons, three daughters and 10 grandchildren.

During his free time, Luke enjoys playing golf. He said his best score was an even-par 72
he shot about 20 years ago in Texas.
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