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As the new principal of St. Clare Catholic School, Mrs. Katie Stanczak feels right at home in
a faith-based learning environment.

“Having been involved with Catholic education my whole life, I truly believe it cares about
the entire person,” said Mrs. Stanczak, who began her tenure as principal on July 1. “Catholic
education is about having strong academic standards, being a witness to Christ and being a good,
kind-hearted person. So I come into this position with a whole lot of love and excitement and
faith in Catholic education.”

From fall 2008 until joining St. Clare Catholic School, Mrs. Stanczak excelled as a high
school theology teacher at Notre Dame Academy in Green Bay, where she wrote and created
church history curriculum and was the sophomore lead teacher for morality and social justice
curriculum.

“The K-8 curriculum is probably one of the biggest learning curves for me, having spent
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years in high school,” she said. “But I bring a strong understanding of the skills students will
need to be successful at the next level, and I’m ready to help our students succeed.

“I’m very committed to strong schools that are stable - not just financially, but emotionally
and spiritually. If anyone ever has questions or wants to talk, I encourage them to contact me. My
door is always open. I’d love to hear their ideas and problem-solve with them. My goal is to
create a stable, warm, welcoming opportunity in Catholic education.”

Mrs. Stanczak has familiarized herself with the St. Clare community over the past several
weeks, noting, “The teachers have been so collaborative, warm and welcoming. There’s a fun,
exciting energy among younger students and I’m excited to get to know them all better and get to
know everybody in the community. Wrightstown is a very warm and welcoming community and
they want someone committed to their space. And I am committed to looking out for the
students, teachers, families and entire community at St. Clare.”

Mrs. Stanczak’s Catholic education roots run deep.
She attended Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic School in Pulaski for grades

K-4 before transitioning to Holy Angels Catholic School in Darboy for grades 5-8.
“I experienced Catholic education in small, rural communities that were close knit,” she said.

“And I thrived in smaller class sizes where there was more one-on-one attention where teachers
could shape my learning. … I have a lot of fond memories of having fun on the playgrounds and
at events and singing in the choir.”

From there, Mrs. Stanczak enrolled at Notre Dame Academy, where she earned her diploma
in 2004. Four years later, she graduated from St. Norbert College with a bachelor’s degree in
history (and minor in religious studies) and immediately began serving as the theology teacher
back at her alma mater. During the ensuing years, she also received two master’s degrees from
St. Norbert College.

Mrs. Stanczak is proud to be following in the faith-based footsteps of her late parents -
Deacon Mike and Doris Vincent, who passed away in 2014 and 2012, respectively.

Mrs. Stanczak and her parents ran the faith formation program at Ss. Peter and Paul Parish in
Green Bay, and then also at nearby St. Francis Xavier and St. John the Evangelist parishes. Mrs.
Stanczak also served as the confirmation program coordinator at Ss. Peter and Paul.

“Both of my parents were fully committed to the Catholic faith and Catholic education my
entire life and had a positive impact on me,” she said. “They were very important in my love and
appreciation for the church, and they supported me on my educational journey.”

Deacon Mike Vincent was ordained in 2003 and served at Ss. Peter and Paul Parish. Doris
Vincent taught at Ss. Peter and Paul School for several years before serving in principal roles for
more than 30 years.

“When I was growing up, I had a lot of positive influences in Catholic education,” Mrs.
Stanczak said. “I fell in love with education watching both parents be educators of the faith.”

“With my dad being a deacon, that’s how I got my roots in fundraising and growing
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community and caring about people. I learned to appreciate service.
“Watching my mom have an influence in education in life and help so many other people,

that called me into the classroom. It also inspired me that when I was in high school my mom
became the highest-ranking lay woman in the curia in the Diocese of Green Bay, serving as one
of the administrative leaders under Bishop (David) Zubik. Seeing her reach a high level and be
such a successful professional was truly inspirational.

“So, for me, I felt becoming a principal was a natural next step for me. I’m sure they’d be
very proud of me. And for me it’s a way to continue to give back to Catholic education.”

Mrs. Stanczak and her husband, Eric (who also works in education), live in Green Bay. They
met at St. Norbert College and were married in 2009 at Ss. Peter and Paul Parish. Their sons,
Landen, 10, and Lance, 7, attend St. Bernard Catholic School in Green Bay.

During her free time, Mrs. Stanczak enjoys attending her sons’ athletic activities, traveling,
reading and creating stained-glass projects.
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