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MICHAEL CORBEILLE 

 

Regardless of when and where you attend Mass at St. Clare Catholic Parish, there’s a good 

chance you’ve seen Michael Corbeille. 

Michael, 86, attends Mass nearly every single day — making his way to all three church sites 

during the week — “because going to Mass is a good thing to do.” 

“Usually, I get up around 4:30 in the morning and the first thing I do is say my prayers,” he 

said. “And by the time I get done with that, then it’s time to go to church. And that’s where I see 

people most of the time — at church. I like going to church.” 

Michael has been a St. Clare parishioner since moving to the town of Lawrence in 1988, 

when he married his wife, Marilyn. She passed away in 2014 at the age of 79. 

Michael’s Catholic roots run deep. He was born near Green Bay in Duck Creek (now called 

Howard), where he and his family faithfully attended St. John the Baptist Catholic Church. He 

also was a student at St. John the Baptist Catholic School. For several years during his youth, 
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Michael served as an altar boy. 

“It was alright for me, because I was short and got to be in front all the time,” he said. “Back 

then, a lot of things were in Latin. Altar boys had to answer in Latin. It wasn’t really hard to 

learn, but I didn’t know what I was saying half the time. But at least I knew the words to say.” 

After graduating from eighth grade at St. John the Baptist Catholic School, Michael 

transitioned to Central Catholic High School, which later became known as Premontre High 

School. Today, that building is home to the WBAY television station in downtown Green Bay. 

Michael earned money during high school by working at a bowling alley and a fish house. 

After high school, he worked on a farm and then a bakery before he found a position hauling 

concrete blocks. In 1957 he landed a job at a Green Bay paper mill, where he stayed until 1995, 

at which time he partially retired. For a while after that he worked part-time in Kaukauna. 

Michael enjoys leading the rosary before Mass on Mondays, Tuesdays and Saturdays. 

“I like the way I say the rosary,” he said. “I’m not in a hurry. I like to pronounce each word 

so you can understand it.” 

When asked what he likes about St. Clare parish, Michael added: “I think it’s a nice parish to 

be part of. And I like our pastor (Fr. Brian Wideman). He gives good talks. And he doesn’t make 

them too long. When talks are too long, sometimes people lose interest in listening. His talks are 

just right.” 

During his free time, Michael enjoys woodworking and fishing. 

“When I go to Canada fishing, I go mostly for walleye and northern … or whatever is biting 

on the hook that day,” he said. 

 

Page 2 


