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As the oldest female parishioner at St. Clare Catholic Parish, 98-year-old Germaine Smith takes her 

status in stride. 
“I guess that means I’ve been around for a long, long time,” she said with an endearing smile. “I’ve 

been so lucky to attend many Masses all these years.” 
Many Masses, indeed. 
When Germaine was born on January 8, 1923, the current St. Paul Church building in Wrightstown 

was relatively new, having been constructed just a few years earlier in 1910. 
Over the 98 years since her birth, Germaine has created a lifetime of memories from her experiences 

at St. Clare Parish, which formed in 2009 as the merger of St. Paul in Wrightstown, St. Mary in Greenleaf 

and St. Patrick in Askeaton. 
“I think what I will always remember most are the beautiful friendships — being involved with other 

people in our community and sharing our Catholic faith together at church,” she said. “It makes you feel 

good inside to be at Mass with so many people in this parish.” 
Germaine was born and raised on a dairy farm in the nearby town of Buchanan. But Arnold and Mary 

Verbeten and their five children (of which Germaine was the oldest) always made the short trip to attend 

Mass at St. Paul. 
Germaine was baptized at St. Paul in 1923, and her early educational years were spent learning in a  
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one-room schoolhouse in the countryside. “It was a small, little school but it was a nice school,” she said. 

“After school we would go home and play by the hickory nut trees.” 
In 1935, during the Great Depression, Germaine’s family lost the dairy farm and moved to 

Wrightstown, where she has lived ever since. 
“Growing up during the Great Depression was hard for a lot of families,” she said. “I didn’t ever want 

to ask for anything, because I knew my parents didn’t have much money. I think we just had a ball to play 

with and that was it. But we all did the best we could.” 
Upon moving to Wrightstown, Germaine attended St. Paul Catholic School for grades 7 and 8. 
“I still remember the summer of 1936 helping out at our school and church picnic,” she said. “It was 

fun, and I was happy to help Fr. Buytaert and have some responsibilities at the picnic.” 
Germaine went on to graduate from Wrightstown High School. During her teenage years she enjoyed 

playing outfield on the 4-H softball team. “Basketball wasn’t my sport, because my feet were too big and 

heavy,” she said with a laugh. 
After high school, Germaine spent several years serving as a secretary at Fox River Dairy. 
Her late husband, Douglas Smith (who passed away in 2000), also worked at Fox River Dairy for 

many years after serving four years in the U.S. Army. The couple wed at St. Paul Church in 1948. 
Both Germaine and Douglas were engaged in parish activities. 
Germaine was a founding member of the Martha Choir, singing with the group from its founding in 

1947 up until about five years ago. 
“I love to sing,” Germaine said. “It makes my heart so happy to sing ‘How Great Thou Art,’ 

‘Amazing Grace’ and all those good songs.” 
In addition, Germaine served as president of the Christian Mothers group and was a lector and 

communion distributor. “Being a communion distributor, I cherished doing that so much,” she said. 
Douglas, who grew up in Wrightstown, also served as a communion distributor and was involved 

with the Men’s Choir and Holy Name Society. 
During her free time, Germaine enjoys crocheting and painting. 
“Art is relaxing to me,” she said. “There’s so much meaning to a picture when you paint it yourself. 

There’s a lot that goes into a painting.” 
Germaine follows in the artistic footsteps of her mother, Mary. Their beautiful paintings, many of 

which feature religious imagery, are proudly displayed in Germaine’s home. Mary excelled in painting 

with oil, while Germaine is skilled in both watercolor and oil. 
“I definitely get my artistic side from my mother,” Germaine said. “I would like to keep painting as 

long as I can. I love it.” 
Germaine has six children: Dale, Mary, Roger, Diane and Joane (she and Douglas also had a son, 

Dennis, who passed away at age 16 in a car accident). She also has 10 grandchildren and six great-

grandchildren. 
“I am so proud of everyone in my family. They are wonderful,” she said, pointing to their many 

pictures displayed in the living room. 

 

Page 2 


