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Stephanie Bartosch values a Catholic education — as both a teacher and a mother. 
Stephanie, a member of St. Clare Catholic Parish, recently concluded her first year as a lead teacher at 

St. Clare Catholic School, serving as the third-grade homeroom support teacher as well as the support 

teacher for grades 2-4 in science, social studies and computer skills. 
Overall, she has been an educator at St. Clare Catholic School for more than five years. From January 

2016 through spring 2020 she served as the 4K aide. 
“I really love it — it’s awesome,” Stephanie said. “I liked the experience of being an aide, but being 

in the teacher’s shoes is so rewarding. It’s a lot of work but a lot of fun. We love our students, and we 

want them to succeed. We have high expectations, just like we would for our own kids.” 
Stephanie and her husband, Nick, have three daughters: Zoe, Lilli and Alli, the youngest two of  
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whom attend St. Clare Catholic School. Stephanie and Nick were married at the St. Paul Church location 

in Wrightstown. 
“I like the fact that the teachers know my kids,” she said. “They know when my kids need extra help. 

They know when kids are doing something amazing. They just know them, and that was a big thing to 

me. I wanted someone to teach my girls who knew them. And the amount of religion these girls come 

home with is just amazing. … It’s everything I was hoping it would be.” 
Stephanie’s parish roots run deep. She was raised on her family’s dairy farm just down the road from 

St. Mary Church in Greenleaf, the site of her baptism, First Communion and Confirmation. She and her 

three brothers, Brian, Dave and Chris, also attended St. Mary Catholic School for grades 1-8. Their 

parents are Leroy and Diane Rukamp. 
“I attended the parish picnics, and still do,” she said. “Pretty much anything the church did event-wise 

when I was a kid, we were there.” 
Stephanie went on to graduate from Wrightstown High School before attending Carroll College (now 

called Carroll University) in Waukesha. She said that during high school she began pulling away a bit 

from the Catholic faith. 
“I had been going to church twice a week during school (at St. Mary) and then during weekends, too, 

so three times a week. And we had religion class all that time,” she said. “But then in high school, with 

that absence of it, I sort of started pulling away. But when I got to college I started really examining it and 

coming back to it and thinking about it.” 
“I honestly did not appreciate my experience in a Catholic school at the time, but as I got older I 

understood how important it was,” she added. “I’m not sure I would have come back if I wouldn’t have 

had such a huge foundation at St. Mary. It was such an important part of my life, I didn’t even realize it at 

the time. I didn’t realize it until I was out of high school. 
“All of a sudden I was alone at college and you go back to thinking, ‘Hey, you’re not alone. You’ve 

been told this your whole life.’ I didn’t realize it at the time, but going to a Catholic school was awesome. 

I got so much more out of it than I thought I did.” 
After initially considering pursuing careers as an actor and biology teacher, Stephanie went on to earn 

a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Educational Studies with a minor in Early Childhood. She then worked 

for day care operations in Kimberly and Appleton for about six years before the family moved to 

Hartford. The girls attended a Catholic school in nearby Slinger where Stephanie worked for about four 

years in before-and-after school care and as a 3K teacher and 3K/4K aide. 
The family then moved back to this area, and Stephanie began working as a 4K aide at St. Clare 

Catholic School, where she has been serving ever since. 
“When we moved back up here, I wanted to have the girls in the same school I went to (which has 

since been consolidated into St. Clare Catholic School),” Stephanie said. “I wanted them to have the same 

positive experience as me. I wanted them to have small classes and teachers who felt like another parent. I 

wanted them to be able to have that one-on-one attention and have religion built right into the curriculum 

like it was part of their life and not something separate.” 
That close-knit family atmosphere is especially important to Stephanie, who works alongside a team 

of colleagues she embraces wholeheartedly. In particular, she noted Cathy DeGroot and Jennifer Van 

Helvoirt, fellow teachers in the grades 2-4 cohort. 
“Jenny used to be the 4K teacher and I was her aide, so we have a really good working relationship 

and friendship. I’ve learned a lot from her,” Stephanie said.  
“And Cathy was my third- and fourth-grade teacher when I was a student at St. Mary, so she’s one of 

the teachers who inspired me to be a teacher. It’s been so awesome to work with her and grow a 

friendship. They’ve both been so supportive. All of the teachers are great.” 
Stephanie also is pursuing her teaching license through virtual courses at Carroll University. She used 

this past semester of teaching as her student teaching course as well. 
Outside of school, Stephanie enjoys spending time with her family, including going on hikes and 

sight-seeing trips, especially to Door County. 
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