
SAINT CLARE PARISH PROFILE 

DIANE AND FRAN MADER 
 

 
 

Retirement hasn’t slowed Fran and Diane Mader’s commitment to St. Clare Parish. 
“We love doing whatever we can to help the parish,” said Diane, a member of the Care Ministry 

program. “There is such a rich parish history, and the people are giving. It’s really nice to be part of that.” 
Fran, a member of the choir and Finance Committee, added that the couple also enjoys supporting St. 

Clare Catholic School. 
“I was educated in Catholic institutions in grade school, high school and college, so we appreciate the 

privilege of helping support Catholic education at St. Clare,” he said. 
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The Maders, who retired 12 years ago and live in Wrightstown, have been St. Clare parishioners for 

about 15 years. 
Fran was raised near Darboy, where he attended Holy Angels Church (now called Holy Spirit). He 

went on to attend Sacred Heart Seminary from 1966 to 1972. Meanwhile, Diane grew up in the Green 

Bay area and was raised Lutheran. 
Fran and Diane were married in 1991 at Holy Angels Church and began living in De Pere. Fr. Bob 

Kabat, who presided over the wedding, and Fran were classmates at Sacred Heart Seminary. 
In 2002, Fran and Diane moved to Wrightstown and within about three years had transitioned to 

attending what is now St. Clare Parish. Diane converted to Catholicism in 2007, and they retired in 2008. 
“I converted because I wanted to have the same faith as Fran,” said Diane, noting Fr. Bob was 

instrumental in providing spiritual guidance throughout that process. “Lutheran and Catholicism are quite 

similar. So, to me, converting wasn’t a big ‘ah-ha!’ moment. It was more because I was going to church 

so much with Fran, and I became very comfortable with the church.” 
Diane said they were working so much in their careers that “when we retired we looked forward to 

being more a part of the community, and the parish community, in particular.” 
Fran is in his second year on the Finance Committee; he also served on other parish committees in 

previous years. On Monday mornings he participates in Deacon Ken Kabat’s Bible Study meetings. And 

he recently joined the parish’s Knights of Columbus. 
Fran also sings in the choir (and funeral choir) and cantors occasionally. 
“I feel music helps bring our parish even closer together,” he said. “Music brings talent from multiple 

sites together as one. With Fr. Brian (Wideman), I appreciate how the services have really been enhanced 

with music, in particular.” 
Meanwhile, Diane remains active with the Care Ministry program, which she helped create about 

eight years ago. She served as the program coordinator since its inception before recently passing the 

baton to fellow parishioners while still serving as a member of the program. 
“Care Ministry is fabulous, because it has really brought together caring people from all of our sites 

who go out and provide a listening presence to those in our parish who are no longer able to actively 

come to church,” she said. 
Diane said program members are visiting about 15 parishioners. 
“It has been wonderfully worthwhile for the parishioners we visit,” she said, “and it means just as 

much, sometimes even more, to the people who are part of the program going out to visit them.” 
Diane also is an avid quilter, often donating quilts for fundraising endeavors. And she supports the 

school whenever possible; recently she spent several days assisting with an art project. 
Fran and Diane have a daughter, Andrea, and son-in-law, Dom, and two grandchildren, Ivan and 

Katya. 
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