
Welcome!
First Congregational Church of  Webster Groves

United Church of Christ

Seek Christ in each. Serve God in all.
OCTOBER 10, 2021

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SUNDAY BEFORE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

We respond to God’s callWe respond to God’s call
by welcoming everyone regardless of ability,by welcoming everyone regardless of ability,

age, ethnicity, race, gender identity,age, ethnicity, race, gender identity,
sexual orientation orsexual orientation or

socio-economic background.socio-economic background.

To proclaim in word and deed the love of Christ, To proclaim in word and deed the love of Christ, 
we affirm that all may sharewe affirm that all may share

in the full life, ministry,in the full life, ministry,
fellowship, responsibilitiesfellowship, responsibilities

and blessing of our congregation. and blessing of our congregation. 

No matter who you areNo matter who you are
or where you are on life’s journey, or where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are welcome here. you are welcome here.



Order of Worship 

An asterisk (*) indicates that worshipers are invited to stand in body or in spirit. 

If you would like a personal joy or concern read aloud and you are at home, 
you may text 314-858-6710, or fill out a prayer card, found in the pew box. 

WELCOME  Roger Barnes 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE 

*GATHERING HYMN All Things Bright and Beautiful C. F. Alexander
Refrain. 

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all. 

Each little flower that opens,  
each little bird that sings,  
God made their glowing colors, 
and made their tiny wings.   
Refrain. 
The purple-headed mountains, 
the river running by,  
the sunset and the morning  
that brightens up the sky.   
Refrain.

The cold wind in the winter, 
the pleasant summer sun,  
the ripe fruits in the garden:  
God made them every one.   
Refrain. 
God gave us eyes to see them, 
and lips that we might tell  
how great is God Almighty,  
who has made all things well.  
Refrain.

CIRCLES OF PRAISE (Responsive – Leader; People) based on Psalm 48 
All dogs and cats, large and small: Praise our God! 
All rabbits, hamsters, and guinea pigs: Praise our God! 
All goldfish, guppies, and swimming creatures: Praise our God! 
All robins, wrens, and singing birds: Praise our God! 
All bats, squirrels, and raccoons: Praise our God! 
All horses, cows, and sheep: Praise our God! 
All lizards, snakes and creeping things: Praise our God! 
Every animal in the sky, the sea, and the forest: Praise our God! 

THANKS AND CONFESSION (Responsive) 
If you have an animal or photograph with you, hold it and place our hand on it 
while giving thanks. 
Sovereign God, for all the animals in the whole wide world, 

We thank you, God! 



 Sovereign God, for all the fun and friendship we have with animals, 
We thank you, God! 

Sovereign God, for all the times we have hurt or neglected animals, 
We are sorry. 

 Sovereign God, for all the times we have used poisons that have killed animals,   
We are sorry. 

Sovereign God, for all the times we have destroyed the homes of animals in the 
forests, oceans, or fields,  

We are sorry. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Responsive) 
For all our sins against the creatures of Earth, God forgives us and calls upon us 
to honor and protect all God’s animals.  May the animals of Earth be our 
companions in life and lead us to celebrate your place in the circle of life. 

Amen! Amen!  Shalom! Shalom! 

OPENING PRAYER (Unison) 
God, our Creator, help us to love all creatures as our kin, all animals as our 
partners on Earth, all songbirds as messengers of praise, all small beings as 
expressions of your mysterious design, and all the nighttime chorus as voices 
of hope. Amen. 

NOT FOR CHILDREN ONLY Halley Kim, Pastoral Assistant 
The children are invited forward for a time of enrichment. 

Afterward, they may proceed with Halley to Kids' Church, or return to their seats. 

THE WORD SHARED 
From the Gospels Mark 10:17-31 New Revised Standard Version 

17 As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and 
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

18 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God 
alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not 
commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall 
not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’ ”  

20 He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 
21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell 

what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then come, follow me.”  

22 When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had 
many possessions. 

23 Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for 
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were 
perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is 
to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”  



 

 

26 They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be 
saved?”  

27 Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for 
God; for God all things are possible.”  

28 Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed 
you.”  

29 Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers 
or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of 
the good news, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, 
brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in 
the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last will 
be first.” 
 Response. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
MESSAGE OF THE DAY “Dis-Ease” Rev. David Denoon, Pastor 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We Share Our Joys and Concerns 
Prayer of the Day 
Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
RITUAL FOR BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
Reading Matthew 6:25-29 NRSV 

I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, 
or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor 
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Parent feeds them. Are you not of more 
value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span 
of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
glory was not clothed like one of these. 

 
Reading  from a Sermon of Francis of Assisi 

My brother and sister birds, you should greatly praise your Creator and love God 
always. God gave you feathers to wear, and wings to fly, and whatever you need. 
God made you noble among all creatures and gave you a home in the purity of the 
air, so that, though you do not sow nor reap, God nevertheless protects and 
governs you without your least care.  

 



Song  
“All God’s Critters Got a Place in the Choir” Bill Staines 

Refrain. 
All God’s critters got a place in the choir 
Some sing low, some sing higher 
Some sing out loud on the telephone wire 
And some just clap their hands, or paws 
Or anything they got. 
Listen to the bass, it’s the one on the bottom 
Where the bullfrog croaks and the hippopotamus 
Moans and groans with a big to-do 
The old cow just goes MOOOOO  
The dog and the cat pick up the middle 
While the honey bee hums and the cricket fiddles 
The donkey brays and the pony neighs 
And the old coyote howls. 
Refrain. 
Listen to the top where the little birds sing 
On the melody with the high note ringing 
The hoot owl hollers over everything 
And the jaybird disagrees. 
Singin’ in the night-time, singin’ in the day Little 
duck quacks, and he’s on his way 
The possum ain’t got much to say 
And the porcupine talks to himself. 
Refrain. 
It’s a simple song of livin’ sung everywhere 
By the ox and the fox and the grizzly bear, 
Grumpy alligator and the hawks above, 
Sly raccoon and the turtle dove. 
Refrain (twice). 

Blessing of Each Pet 
Worshipers are invited to come forward with their animal companions. 

Should this be impossible, please raise your hand, and the Pastor will come to you. 

SENDING OUT 
Christ calls you to be disciples, to serve others with love and compassion, and to 
serve Earth by caring for its creatures. Will you care for all creation? 

We will care for all creation – all God’s beloved people and animals! 
We will celebrate the circle of life with them! 



 

 

BLESSING 
 May the Spirit of God, who is above all and in all and through all, fill you with 

the knowledge of God’s presence in Earth and the presence of the Holy Spirit 
within you. Go in peace! Serving God and loving all creatures! 
 We go in peace, serving Christ and loving our animal kin. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
DISMISSAL Roger Barnes 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Sunday worship each week is shared in person for those who wish to attend 
and streamed live on YouTube, starting at 10:00am (bit.ly/FCCWG-YT). 

 
Please wear a mask in the Sanctuary and in the halls. Masking and distancing are 

optional in Memorial Hall.  
 

Thank you to this Week’s Hospitality Team 
Amy & Patrick Byrne, Mary & Mark Edwards, Pat Doyle Grace, and Kay & Phil Roush 

 
Electronic Device Users 

If you wish to access our wi-fi, our network connections are: fccwg1, fccwg2 
or fccwg3. The password for each is firstchurch. 

 
Finding Your Way at First Church 

The Nursery: The Nursery is attended today. The Nursery is located through the double doors at 
the end of the Narthex (foyer), turn left. Nursery/Toddler Room is on your right (Dutch doors). 
 
Restrooms: Family restrooms are located to the right of the Narthex (foyer) as you go 
to the Library (look for the blue library banner) and to the left of the Narthex just 
before the double doors.  

We Hold in Our Prayers 
• Our residents in assisted living and skilled care – Sharon Beal, Shirley Chase, Joyce Berger, 

Paul Davis, Margery Gable, Charles Griffith, Bill & Shirley Moore 
• Nancy Isringhaus-Duvall’s upcoming surgery 
• All people who are living with dementia, their families, and their caregivers  
• People we love who are living with cancer – Bill Barrett, Margaret Gustafson, Peter McHugh 
• Health concerns in the Hayes family 
• All those the world regards as disabled – especially David & Becky Scott 
• People with mental illnesses, as well as the people who love and care for them 
• People who are alone or ill due to Covid-19 
• Those whose employment and businesses are at risk 
• First responders and their loved ones 
• For our governmental leaders, and for healing for our country and all its people 
• Peace with justice 

 
 



“Wonder and Wander” 
New webinar discussion Thursdays at 8:00 pm 

“Wonder and Wander” is a new webinar-style gathering for spiritual misfits and anyone 
interested in exploring faith beyond borders that no longer work for them. Join Dave Denoon, 
Halley Kim, Merrimon Boyd, and special guests on Thursdays at 8:00 pm on Zoom for fun and 
enlightening conversations about reimagining faith. Use the following url / link to register: 
https://bit.ly/JehovahJive 

If you miss the webinars, you can view them at: bit.ly/FCC-Wonder 

Meals Needed for the Saavedra Family 
The Saavedra family has grown by 10 fingers and 10 toes! Celia, Eric, and big brother Kai 
welcomed Macie John Saavedra on September 20, 2021. Macie is also Nancy Rudolph’s 
granddaughter. Please consider providing a meal for the Saavedra family during this busy time! 
Meals must be GLUTEN-FREE so plan accordingly. Sign up here: http://carecalendar.org (Login 
ID: 300623, Passcode: 1876). Thank you!  
_____________________________________________________________________  

Continuing Aid for the Hayes/Barrett Family
The Hayes/Barrett family continues to need our support, so please sign up at 
http://carecalendar.org to provide them a meal during October (login: 299440, passcode: 5500). 

Fresh Pecans Coming Soon! 
This year, the profit made from the sale of our wonderful, fresh pecans will go towards our 
Second Annual Christmas Tree Decorating Party in the Jubilee Garden. We are once again 
purchasing the 1-pound bags of Mammoth Pecan Halves. They will be $14 each and are 
expected to arrive in mid-November. Please email Debbie in the office and let her know how 
many bags you would like her to save for you. 

SAGE — October 12 
SAGE’s first event is right around the corner. Our visit to the Ulysses S. Grant National 
Historic Site is scheduled for Tuesday, October 12 at 10:00AM. We will enjoy a park ranger’s 
talk about Grant and his wife Julia Dent. Our talk will be followed by a self-guided tour of 
White Haven, Julia’s family home. For those who wish to extend our social time together, we 
plan to have lunch at Maggie O’Brien’s Pub and Restaurant. 

SAGE is open to all and we hope you’ll join us. Please call Jane Porchey at 314-961-0283 and let 
her know if you plan to attend one or both parts of our day so that we can make appropriate 
reservations. 

If you wish to carpool, meet in the east lot at church at 9:45. 

Lady Elect — October 26 
All women of the church are welcome to attend our monthly meetings. Meetings are held on 
the last Tuesday of the month, except in November and December. The meetings are held in 
the Parlor at 7:00 pm, unless noted. October 26, 7:00 pm – program by Young at Harp 
Please contact Laura Cooper with any questions or if interested in attending any program. 



How to Donate to First Congregational Church 
You may leave a donation in the offering plate in the Narthex. 

Send a check made out to FCCWG at:  
First Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 
10 W. Lockwood Ave. 

Webster Groves, MO 63119 
or visit http://firstchurchwg.org/donate to make an electronic contribution 

Gift Cards for Afghan Refugees 
First Church is collecting gift cards for Afghan refugees through the end of October, when the 
gift cards will be delivered to the International Institute. Gift cards can be purchased from 
major grocery stores, chain stores such as Target, Walgreen’s, etc. 
Global Foods in Kirkwood is doubling $25 gift cards (up to a total of $1500); Global Foods 
has also stocked up on foods used by Afghanis. You can drop your gift card off at the church; 
you can also give them to Pat Doyle-Grace or Laura Cooper as they will personally deliver 
these at the end of the month. Please call the office if you have questions and thank you! 

Material Aid Requested for St. Louis School 
Two faith-based organizations - the Universal African People Organization (UAPO) and 
Preachers And Community (PAC) - are sponsoring a clothing drive for the students and families 
of the Walbridge STEAM Academy (also called Walbridge Elementary Full Service School).  

During the month of October UAPO and PAC are asking faith communities and individuals to 
collect personal items: socks, underwear, bras, t-shirts, hats, scarfs, gloves, coats, etc. for 
children ages 5 - 12. There will be a collection box in the narthex, beginning this Sunday. For 
more information, please contact Rev. Elston K. McCowan at (314) 496-7861. 

Relief for Haiti 
It is difficult to imagine where to begin to help Haiti, but Church World Service - the mission 
partner we support through One Great Hour of Sharing and the CROP Walk - is intervening 
with supplies and personnel.  

If you would like to contribute to CWS relief efforts, please consider a gift. You can give 
directly through their website - https://cwsglobal.org/donate/haiti-2021. Or you can send a 
check payable to:  

First Congregational Church 
10 W. Lockwood Ave. 

Webster Groves, MO 63119 
Include the word “Haiti” in the memo line. 

Meal-A-Month October Shopping List 
(Please leave donations in boxes in Narthex) 

Canned Chicken & Dumplings (low salt)  •  Canned Green Vegetable (low or no salt) 
Canned Fruit in own juices  •  Powdered Milk, shelf stable milk, soy milk 
Whole Wheat Flour  •  Peanut Butter  •  Real Fruit Jelly  •  Dried Fruits 



October Birthdays 
Joyce Haynes-McCowan – October 3 
Kathy Weyhrich – October 3 
Linda Smith – October 5 
Patrick Byrne – October 7 
Ian Didriksen – October 7 
Jean Shoulberg – October 8 
Rod Cooper – October 10 
Barney Kitchen – October 11 
Marilyn Claggett – October 18 
Judy James – October 19 
Pete Grace – October 24 
Carol Mallette – October 26 
Dave Denoon – October 30 

What’s Going on at First Church 
Sunday, October 10 
Pet Blessing 
9:00 AM Nursery Care Available 
10:00 AM Worship (Outdoors)  
10:15 AM Kid's Church  
11:05 AM Coffee Fellowship      

Monday, October 11 
7:00 PM Scout Troop 301B - Memorial 
Hall      
7:00 PM Three Ministries (Zoom)  
7:00 PM Stewardship Committee 
Meeting (Zoom)      

Tuesday, October 12 
10:30 PM Staff Meeting  
6:30 PM Confirmation Class - Parlor 
6:30 PM Practicing Our Faith  

Wednesday, October 13  
9:30 AM Yoga with Jeanene - Inglis Room  
5:00 - 7:00 PM Jazz in the Jubilee Garden - 
Happy Hour  
6:00 PM - 9:30 PM Bridge Club - Inglis 
Room

Thursday, October 14 
6:15 PM Canterbury Bells - Practice  
7:00 PM Scout Troop 301G - Parlor 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir - Practice   
8:00 PM Wonder and Wander - 
http://bit.ly/JehovahJive 

Friday, October 15 
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM Vigil for Black Lives 







Follow us on
Facebook 

www.facebook.com/FirstChurchWG/

Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/firstchurchwg/

YouTube 
http://bit.ly/FCCWG-YT

Seek Christ in each. Serve God in all.

Contact Information

Moderator – Joan Musbach
JWMusbach@gmail.com

Pastor – Rev. David A. Denoon
DDenoon@FirstChurchWG.org

Pastoral Assistant – Halley Kim
Halley.Kim@FirstChurchWG.org

Office Administrator – Debbie Tolstoi
Admin@FirstChurchWG.org

Director of Music & Organist – Dr. Leon Burke
Leon.Burke@FirstChurchWG.org

Facilities Manager – Chip Isringhaus
cti1234@FirstChurchWG.org

Custodian – Darrell Lakies

Assistant Custodian – Gus McLean

Director of Ministry of Imagination, Creativity 
and the Arts (MICA) – Rev. Cliff Aerie
cliff.aerie@gmail.com

Stillpoint Campus Ministry
Webster University – Rev. Laurel Hayes
laurel.hayes@sbcglobal.net

Director, Center for Counseling & Healing
Rev. Linda E. Smith, BCRN, HTCP/I
lesrhs@sbcglobal.net

10 West Lockwood Avenue
Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-0475
www.FirstChurchWG.org
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