
Welcome!
First Congregational Church

of  Webster Groves United Church of Christ

Seek Christ in each. Serve God in all.
SEPTEMBER 12, 2021

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

We respond to God’s call by welcoming everyone regardless of ability,We respond to God’s call by welcoming everyone regardless of ability,
age, ethnicity, race, gender identity, sexual orientation orage, ethnicity, race, gender identity, sexual orientation or

socio-economic background.socio-economic background.

To proclaim in word and deed the love of Christ, To proclaim in word and deed the love of Christ, 
we affirm that all may share in the full life, ministry,we affirm that all may share in the full life, ministry,

fellowship, responsibilities and blessing of our congregation. fellowship, responsibilities and blessing of our congregation. 

No matter who you areNo matter who you are
or where you are on life’s journey, or where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are welcome here. you are welcome here.



 Order of Worship 
  

An asterisk (*) indicates that worshipers are invited to stand in body or in spirit. 
 

Please, take advantage of the Friendship Pad (black booklet at one end of your pew), 
to let us know you were here, filling in blanks as completely as you wish. 

 
If you would like a personal joy or concern read aloud and you are at home, 

you may text 314-858-6710 
 
TOLLING OF THE BELL Kelsey Tolson, Confirmand 
 
PRELUDE In Humility Our Savior Margreeth Chr. deJong 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES Maggie Hill, Confirmand 
 
WELCOME  Phil Shoulberg 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Proverbs 1:20-33 The Message 
 Read by Sophia and Lizzie Monaco and Gwen Denoon, Confirmands 

Lady Wisdom goes out in the street and shouts.  
 At the town center she makes her speech.  
In the middle of traffic she takes her stand.  
 At the busiest corner she calls out: 

“Simpletons! How long will you wallow in ignorance?  
 Cynics! How long will you feed your cynicism? 
 Idiots! How long will you refuse to learn?  
About face! I can revise your life. 

Look, I’m ready to pour out my spirit on you;  
I’m ready to tell you all I know.  

As it is, I’ve called, but you’ve turned a deaf ear;  
I’ve reached out to you, but you’ve ignored me. 

Since you laugh at my counsel and make a joke of my advice,  
 how can I take you seriously?  
I’ll turn the tables  and joke about your troubles! 

 What if the roof falls in, and your whole life goes to pieces?  
What if catastrophe strikes and there’s nothing to show for your life but 
rubble and ashes? 

You’ll need me then.  
 You’ll call for me, but don’t expect an answer.  
 No matter how hard you look, you won’t find me. 

Because you hated Knowledge  
and had nothing to do with the Reverence-for-GOD,  

because you wouldn’t take my advice  
 and brushed aside all my offers to train you, 

Well, you’ve made your bed—now lie in it;  
 you wanted your own way—now, how do you like it?  

Don’t you see what happens, you simpletons, you idiots? 
Carelessness kills; complacency is murder. 

First pay attention to me, and then… relax. 



See, now you can take it easy. 
You’re in good hands.” 

Peterson, E. H. The Message: the Bible in contemporary language.  
Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress. 2005. 

 
*RAISING THE COVENANT (Unison) Covenant of 1977 
 Led by Gwen Denoon, Confirmand 

We who are called of God into this Christian community covenant together: to 
seek to know the will of God, to experience the joy and struggle of discipleship, to 
proclaim in word and deed the love of Christ, and to work for peace and justice 
among all people. We trust God’s promise of grace and forgiveness and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in our trials and rejoicing. 

 
*GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In Marty Haugen 

Here in this place new light is streaming, 
Now is the darkness vanished away. 
See in this space our fears and our dreamings, 
Brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in – the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in – the blind and the lame, 
Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
We are the young; our lives are a myst’ry. 
We are the old who yearn for your face. 
We have been sung throughout all of hist’ry, 
Called to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in – the rich and the haughty, 
Gather us in – the proud and the strong, 
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly, 
Give us the courage to enter the song. 
Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
Not in some heaven light-years away, 
But here in this place a new light is shining, 
Now is your Commonwealth, now is the day! 
Gather us in, and hold us forever. 
Gather us in, and make us your own. 
Gather us in, all people together – 
Fire of love in our flesh and our bone! 

 
*PRAYER OF APPROACH (Unison) Kelsey Tolson 

You are the Marvel of marvels, the Keeper of our souls, the Parent of the naked, 
the Ruler of the elements. On land and sea, in wild wind and warm welcome, you 
embrace us, ever present, watchful and kind. Now, here, – as this day unfolds, and 
as we await you, and as we set aside our work or study – make this place a 
sheltering house where we may rest in your presence and remember your many 
blessings. 

Silent prayer. 
We are grateful for your keeping of us, your guidance to us, your good news for us. 
Amen. 



 
NOT FOR CHILDREN ONLY Rev. David Denoon, Pastor 

The children are invited forward for a time of enrichment. 
Afterward, they may proceed to Sunday School classes, or return to their seats. 

 
THE WORD SHARED 
From the Epistles James 5:13-16 New Revised Standard Version, ad. 

 Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should 
sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the 
church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the holy 
One. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the holy One will raise them up. And 
anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. 

 Response. 
 Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
MESSAGE OF THE DAY “Progressive Christian Primer:  Rev. Denoon 
 Why We Worship” 
 
ANTHEM O Rest in the Lord (from “Elijah”) Felix Mendelssohn 
 Mark Cereghino, Tenor 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We Share Our Joys and Concerns 
Prayer of the Day 
Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever. Amen. 

 
WE SHARE OUR BLESSINGS WITH OTHERS 
Invitation Gwen Denoon 
Offertory Music Offertory William Stickles 
*Prayer of Dedication (Unison) Gwen 

You to whom all our prayers and all our rejoicing are directed, we know your 
power in the form of love. So, bless our gifts that they may extend that power into 
the world. By them, make your Church to act in faith, extending into the world 
your message and ministry of good news. Amen. 

 
*HYMN OF PARTING Praise to God N. Hanaoka
  No. 5, New Century Hymnal 

Praise to God, praise to God 
For the greenness of the trees, for the beauty of the flowers,  
For the blessing of the sky, for the greatness of the sea. 
Praise to God, praise to God now and for evermore. 



Thanks to God, thanks to God, 
For the gift of friends in Christ, for the church, our house of faith, 
For the gift of wondrous love, for the gift of endless grace. 
Thanks to God, thanks to God, now and for evermore. 

Sing to God, sing to God, 
For the grace of Jesus Christ, for the love of parent God, 
For the comfort and the strength of the Spirit, holy God, 
Sing to God, sing to God, now and for evermore. 

 
*BENEDICTION 
*Blessing and Commission  Rev. Denoon 
Going Forth Theme from “Rick and Morty” Soulja Boy  
 Beatrice and Francis Byrne, Kelsey Tolson, Confirmands 
 
POSTLUDE Minuet (from “Royal Fireworks”) G. F. Handel 
 
DISMISSAL Maggie Hill, Confirmand 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Sunday worship each week will be shared in person for those who wish to attend 
and streamed live on YouTube, starting at 10:00am (bit.ly/FCCWG-YT). 

 
Our time for Fellowship after worship today will be shared outdoors on the west side of the church. There you can enjoy 
ice cream treats and other items. Masking outdoors is optional. Please wear a mask in the Sanctuary and in the halls. 

Masking and distancing are optional in Memorial Hall.  
 

We Hold in Our Prayers 
• Our residents in assisted living and skilled care – Sharon Beal, Shirley Chase, Joyce Berger, Paul Davis, Margery Gable, 

Charles Griffith, Bill & Shirley Moore 
• All people who are living with dementia, their families, and their caregivers – Bob Buerk and others 
• People we love who are living with cancer – Bill Barrett, Margaret Gustafson, Peter McHugh 
• Health concerns in the Hayes family 
• All those the world regards as disabled – especially David & Becky Scott 
• People with mental illnesses, as well as the people who love and care for them 
• People who are alone or ill due to Covid-19 
• Those whose employment and businesses are at risk 
• First responders and their loved ones 
• For our governmental leaders, and for healing for our country and all its people 
• Peace with justice 

 
Thank you to this Week’s Hospitality Team 

Lelia & Eric Lindhorst, Doug Miller, Laura Cooper, Nancy Rudolph and Jeanene Harris 
 

Electronic Device Users 
If you wish to access our wi-fi, our network connections are: fccwg1, fccwg2 

or fccwg3. The password for each is firstchurch. 
 

Finding Your Way at First Church 
The Nursery: The Nursery is attended today. The Nursery is located through 
the double doors at the end of the Narthex (foyer), turn left. Nursery/Toddler 
Room is on your right (Dutch doors). 
 
Restrooms: Family restrooms are located to the right of the Narthex (foyer) as you go to the Library (look for the 
blue library banner) and to the left of the Narthex just before the double doors.  



How to Donate to First Congregational Church 
You may leave a donation in the offering plate in the Narthex. 

Send a check made out to FCCWG at:  
First Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 
10 W. Lockwood Ave. 

Webster Groves, MO 63119 
or visit the Donate page on our website at: http://firstchurchwg.org/donate 

to make an electronic contribution 
 

This Week at First Congregational Church 
 

  

Sunday, September 12 
9:00 AM Nursery Care Available - Preschool Room  
10:00 AM Worship - Sanctuary  
10:15 AM Kids' Church  
11:05 AM Coffee Fellowship - Memorial Hall  
11:15 AM Inquirers Orientation - starts in Memorial Hall  
  

Monday, September 13  
7:00 PM Scout Troop 301B - Memorial Hall 
7:00 PM Three Ministries - Zoom 
  

Tuesday, September 14  
6:30 PM Confirmation - Sample Chapel  
6:30 PM Practicing Our Faith - Inglis Room  
  

 
 

Wednesday, September 15  
9:30 AM Yoga with Jeanene - OFF  
6:00 PM - 9:30 PM Bridge Club - Inglis Room  
7:00 PM Inquirers Orientation - Zoom         
  

Thursday, September 16  
6:15 PM Canterbury Bells Practice - Sanctuary  
7:00 PM Scout Troop 301G - Parlor  
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Practice - Sanctuary  
  

Friday, September 17  
6:00 PM Vigil for Black Lives - East Parking Lot   
 

Saturday, September 18  
9:00 AM Vehicle Fair - East Parking Lot   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  



MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR ROBERT WOLFORD – SEPT. 19, 2:00 PM 
The Congregation is invited to attend a service of worship celebrating the life of Robert C. Wolford, in the Churchyard 
on Sunday, September 19, 2021, at 2:00PM. A reception will follow in the Inglis Room. 
 
Bob died on June 6 of this year, at his residence in Oak Park, Illinois. He and his wife Carol, who predeceased him, are 
dearly remembered by many members of the church. 
 

Inquirers Class Opportunities – September 12 & 15  
A session for those curious about membership in the First Congregational Church of Webster Groves will be offered by 
the Pastor and Parish Life Ministry, live and in person on Sunday, September 12, at 11:05am, OR live and virtual as a 
Zoom meeting on Wednesday, September 15, at 7:00pm (http://bit.ly/JehovahJava). The pastor takes participants on a 
tour of our building in this 90-minute session, introducing them to the church’s history, denomination, and activities. 
 
To register, please contact Pastor Dave Denoon at (314) 962-0475, ext. 11. If you are attending on Sunday, please let him 
know the number in your party and any restrictions or needs you may have accessing different areas of the building (e.g., 
childcare, or if you are unable to climb stairs or walk certain distances). 
 

Relief for Haiti 
It is difficult to imagine where to begin to help Haiti, but Church World Service - the mission partner we support through 
One Great Hour of Sharing and the CROP Walk - is intervening with supplies and personnel.  
 
If you would like to contribute to CWS relief efforts, please consider a gift. You can give directly through their website - 
https://cwsglobal.org/donate/haiti-2021. Or you can send a check payable to:  

First Congregational Church 
10 W. Lockwood Ave. 

Webster Groves, MO 63119 
Include the word “Haiti” in the memo line.  

 
Month of Grace + Prayer: An Ecumenical Retreat in Everyday Life 

Pray on your own 20 minutes each day and meet one-on-one with a spiritual companion one hour each week for four 
consecutive weeks. Starts September 12. All meetings will be virtual (Zoom or phone if you prefer). Weekly meeting 
times set around your schedule. This is an individually directed retreat tailored to your own deep desires. Committed 
couples also have the option to participate as a couple. The spiritual companions are not members of our church nor can 
accompany anyone they know. All adults are welcome regardless of denomination or affiliation. For more information, 
visit www.momentsofgraceandprayer.org and to register contact Clarence Heller at clarenceheller@gmail.com. 
 

Meal-A-Month September Shopping List 
(Please leave donations in boxes in Narthex) 

Beef Stew  •  Canned Carrots (low or no salt)  •  Canned Fruit in own juices  •  Cornbread Mix (no eggs) 
Powdered Milk  •  Shelf Stable Milk  •  Soy Milk  •  Toothbrushes  •  Tooth Paste  •  Dental Floss 

 
September Birthdays 

Laura Cooper 3rd 
Bob Moody 4th 
Bob Borutta 5th 
Doug Miller 6th 
Jeff McCoy 7th 
Megan Miller 13th 
Nancy Rudolph 13th 
Chip Isringhaus 14th 
Annie Warner 16th 
Jacob Getz 18th 

James Jaeger 18th 
Sarah McHugh 18th 
Mark Cereghino 20th 
Debbie Tolstoi 20th 
Elaine Coe 22nd 
Jane Porchey 24th 
BJ Kaul 25th 
Philip Roush 25th 
Kedra Tolson 26th 
Janice Aerie 28th 

Jennifer Gomez 28th 
Lynn Hoganson 28th 
Beatrice Byrne 29th 
Herb Niemeyer 30th 
 
 
 

 







Follow us on
Facebook 

www.facebook.com/FirstChurchWG/

SoundCloud 
www.soundcloud.com/firstchurchwg

YouTube 
http://bit.ly/FCCWG-YT

Seek Christ in each. Serve God in all.

Contact Information

Moderator – Joan Musbach
JWMusbach@gmail.com

Pastor – Rev. David A. Denoon
DDenoon@FirstChurchWG.org

Pastoral Assistant – Halley Kim
Halley.Kim@FirstChurchWG.org

Office Administrator – Debbie Tolstoi
Admin@FirstChurchWG.org

Director of Music & Organist – Dr. Leon Burke
Leon.Burke@FirstChurchWG.org

Facilities Manager – Chip Isringhaus
cti1234@FirstChurchWG.org

Custodian – Darrell Lakies

Assistant Custodian – Gus McLean

Director of Ministry of Imagination, Creativity 
and the Arts (MICA) – Rev. Cliff Aerie
cliff.aerie@gmail.com

Stillpoint Campus Ministry
Webster University – Rev. Laurel Hayes
laurel.hayes@sbcglobal.net

10 West Lockwood Avenue
Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-0475
www.FirstChurchWG.org
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