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FROM THE PASTOR 

“Twelve Steps”
Do to others as you would have them do to you.  (Luke 6:31)

 When I was on the staff of a large church, my boss – the director of the Pastoral 
Care department – was inspired one day to begin a new group that would help people to 
focus on their obligations to others. This was to be a twelve-step program, like Alcoholics 
Anonymous. She decided to call her group, Sinners Anonymous. This associate pastor’s 
dream was to be able to sit people down, once a week, and to talk together about one of 
twelve steps she had devised for the sake of becoming more conscientiously Christian.

 Given the name, there was cautious interest in the group, to begin. I don’t know 
whether it ever caught on. I was called to pastor my first UCC congregation before its 
first meeting took place. 

 I was reminded of Sinners Anonymous recently, when Sister Carla Mae Streeter 
talked  with me about her participation in the organization, Compassionate St. Louis. 
Her group is trying to get faith communities and other institutions across the area to 
adopt religious historian Karen Armstrong’s Charter for Compassion. This is a document 
composed by Armstrong and faith leaders from across the world. Armstrong has even 
written a book to go along with the Charter, entitled, Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life. 
(Are you getting where I’m going with this?)

 The most common principle to all religions, Armstrong notes, is the Golden 
Rule. Recognizing this, Armstrong proposes forming groups within organizations, but 
especially faith communities, to help individuals live a growingly compassionate life. 
Failing to be mindful of our obligation to compassion will prevent compassion from 
flowing. Having a group of people who can struggle with us toward greater mindfulness 
should empower our commitment to compassion’s practice.

 Now, you might say that this is what the church is for – and it is – to make us 
better and better at the things Jesus calls and commands us to do. But can we hope to 
achieve this goal without having a group to counsel with us about it? 

 Would you be interested in being part of such a group? Or is discussion about 
compassion, maybe, already an important component of a group you are in? I’d be very 
interested to hear from some of you about this.

And I promise not to name any such group, Sinners Anonymous.

Peace.
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WORSHIP NOTES FOR MARCH
The services of worship that we offer during the season of Lent 

will all be rooted in our Bible study of the final week of Jesus’ earthly life.
(Amy-Jill Levine’s Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week)

This schedule is subject to change, as need may arise. 
Sunday, March 1, 9:55 am – First Sunday in Lent; Sacrament of Christ’s Table; UCC Women’s Wee. Scriptures: Zechariah 

9:9-11; Matthew 21:1-11. Pastor Dave Denoon examines the first day of Jesus’ final week, a Sunday and a working 
day which included Jesus’ ironically appearing “triumphal” entry into Jerusalem.. Message of the Day: “War 
Horse vs. Donkey” 

Sunday, March 8, 9:55 am — Second Sunday in Lent; International Women’s Day; Daylight Saving Time begins. 
Scriptures: Isaiah 56:6-8; Mark 11:15-19. For ages Christians have told the story of “the cleansing of the Temple” 
as if it is about righteous anger, specifically about Jesus’ outrage over corruption. Prof. Levine suggests that his 
outrage was instead aimed at people’s hypocrisy. Message of the Day: “Temple vs. Temple”  

Sunday, March 15, 9:55 am — Third Sunday in Lent; Amistad Sunday. Scriptures: Mark 12:41-44. Challengers ask Jesus 
about paying taxes. A scribe asks Jesus if he knows the greatest commandment. Then, a widow places two almost 
worthless coins in the Temple treasury. This entire day at the Temple has provided Jesus an opportunity to talk 
about the importance of exercising proper values. Message of the Day: “Money vs. Values”

Sunday, March 22, 9:55 am — Fourth Sunday in Lent; “One Great Hour of Sharing” special offering. Scripture: Matthew 
26:6-13. The Oîkos Jazz Ensemble joins us for an exploration of the meaning of Jesus’ anointing by an unnamed 
woman at Bethany. This story unfolds in a different way in each of the Gospels, and in each case it may be 
referring to Jesus as “the Anointed One.” But in each case, someone objects, perceiving that pleasure may be 
the woman’s intention. Also, however, in each case Jesus says it means something else. We riff together on the 
themes to be found here. Message of the Day: “Pleasure vs. Authority vs. Death”

Sunday, March 29, 9:55 am — Fifth Sunday in Lent; All Ages Worship. Scriptures: Exodus 12:21-28; John 13:5-9; Mark 
14:66-72. Student Minister Merrimon Boyd offers a reflection on the Last Supper.

Don’t miss Palm Sunday, April 5, 9:55 am, when KC the Wonder Donkey returns for a re-enactment of the triumphal 
procession we will have studied on March 1. We will celebrate communion, and Pastor Dave Denoon will 
offer the final sermon in our series based on Entering the Passion of Jesus with a message based on the incidents 
at Gethsemane when Jesus was betrayed, especially Mark 13:32-52. These moments tested Jesus’ sense of 
purpose… and challenge us about our own. Message of the Day: “Violence vs. Nonviolence”
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MODERATOR’S CORNER MARCH 2020
As the March winds blow in a prelude to spring, we are once again in the midst of filling positions on our Ministries for 
the next church year. The Nominating Committee, under the direction of Chris Von Weise, has been busy identifying 
and contacting members of the congregation to fill 17 open positions on this year’s slate. These positions are in the 
various governing bodies of the church.  We are currently planning exciting things and directions for the future of First 
Congregational Church and need the support and input from the entire congregation. If you are contacted by someone 
on the nominating committee, please consider filling one of these positions. They will explain to you the scope and 
nature of the position. If you are not contacted and want to be involved, please contact Chris Von Weise or the Church 
Office.  

Also taking place this month is the annual Benevolence Auction that provides the necessary resources for the many 
benevolent activities of the church. This event has also become a highlight of the church’s social calendar as we gather 
for fellowship and a meal as well as the silent and oral auction of many diverse items and activities. It will be held on 
Saturday night March 7 beginning at 5:30 pm. More information is available at the church website. If you have not 
already done so, please sign up.  Feel free to invite friends to join us for what is always a great evening.

Another initiative that we plan on launching this month is the off-budget program to help cover expenditures on things 
not covered in the current budget. I mentioned this in last month’s Covenant News. The Communications Committee 
has been working on developing the process and will soon launch the program. The name of the new program is Wish 
Upon A Cloud. Each item or project will be characterized by a cloud on a display board in Memorial Hall.  The clouds 
(items) will vary from small amounts to larger amounts. The specific details of how to take part in the program will be 
forthcoming.

As shown above, there many ways that you can take an active part in our church journey. I encourage you to embrace 
our vision and become engaged in the many ways that we fulfill our mission.

Together in Christ,

Mark Edwards
Moderator
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TRACEY’S BLESSINGS – SPRING, OUR HOPE
It is at about this time of year that we begin to be tired of winter and look forward to the return 
of Spring. You may enjoy sharing seed catalogs with your family or find places to visit like the 
Missouri Botanical Gardens to remind you of what green and growing looks like.

Always remember, that here in St. Louis we are blessed with many museums to visit that are 
full of art, history, or science and are free. No matter if March has lion, wild blustery weather or 
lamb, quiet sunny weather, days we are blessed to share our days with each other.

Those first green shoots coming out of the ground will give us hope. Spring officially comes 
March 21. Woohoo! Daylight savings time will arrive before that on March 8, 2020. All shall be 
well!

Upcoming events:
March 7 at 5:30 PM – Benevolence Auction – Please try to attend this fun & worthwhile event.
March 27 at 6:00 PM – Dinner and a Movie (details following).

Summer Camp information has arrived for Camp MoVal. Keep an eye out or ask me for the forms. Scholarships are 
available.  

Remember in this season of Lent, the 40 days before Easter, (not counting Sundays). We prepare our hearts and minds 
for Good Friday and Easter.  Please consider volunteering somewhere as a family to try to share light and dispel the 
darkness being of service intentionally in this season.

Prayers and Blessings,
Tracey Harris
DCE and Student Pastor

FROM THE ORGANIST’S BENCH
I can hardly believe that Ash Wednesday marks the anniversary of my becoming your Music Director! The year has 
flown by. Thank you all for continuing to help me in my work here.

Our choir will sing the next three weeks and the Canterbury Bells will assist in 
worship for the fourth week of March. For the fifth Sunday, I would like to have 
our talented congregants to assist me in worship. I am assuming that after solo 
and ensemble contest in our region of Missouri this week that we have a few high 
schoolers out there with lovely music to share. I hope our musical youth will join me 
and assist in worship that Sunday.

Our piano will rejoin us in worship toward the end of the month. After our 
technician’s illness and dealing with needed parts on backorder, our piano’s action 
will be all new and installed toward the end of March. Hooray! But, with regret we 
must cancel the appearance of Opus Two in our sanctuary on March 12 because the piano will not be back in service at 
that time. I am hoping that we can snag this dynamic musical duo on another of their national tours soon.

During Lent you may notice the organ’s darker colors a lot. I try to reflect the spirit of this season by removing or 
de-emphasizing the brighter colors of the organ in worship. Don’t worry, the brilliant colors will return for Easter to 
celebrate the Easter spirit. It is not too late to join our choir or the Canterbury Bells – we rehearse on Thursday nights. 

See you at th
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A Jazz Lamentation 

Friday, April 10 at   7:00 p.m. 
Jazz Meditation 

Scriptural Storytelling 
Contemporary Interpretation  

Cliff Aerie and the Oîkos Ensemble 
Kim Fuller & Arianna Aerie, vocalists 

Carolbeth True, piano  ~  Glen Smith, bass  ~  David True, drums 

 
10 West Lockwood Ave. (at Elm) 

Free and open to all 

~ ~ ~ 
The Logos Readers 

Jan Barnes, Dave Denoon, Erick Falconer, 
Andrea Welnick & Merrimon Boyd  

MICA (Ministry of Imagination, Creativity and the Arts) 
presents an evening of creative meditation reflecting the 
events of Holy Week through Jazz and storytelling



 Page 6 MARCH 2020

 HOLADAY LIBRARY  ✔ IT OUT
In March you will find several books on the Library book cart that will help readers answer 

questions that many children ask at one time or another. 

What’s Happening to Grandpa? is a loving story about Kate and her Grandpa who has 
Alzheimer’s disease.

Where does God live? How can we “see” God? Using simple, 
everyday examples that children can relate to, this colorful book 

helps young readers develop a direct and personal understanding of God.

Why Do People Pray? helps children understand why we pray and tells about different 
kinds of prayers.

What’s Wrong With Timmy? Author Marie Shriver tells the story of Kate, who finds 
that making friends with a mentally retarded boy helps her learn that the two of them 
have a lot in common.

Other titles you might find interesting:  Does God Know How to Tie Shoes?  Making Friends, Guns- What 
You Should Know, Don’t Call Me Special – A First Look at Disability, The Goodbye Boat, My Friend Has Down 
Syndrome, and My Best Friend Will.

UPCOMING SAGE EVENT
 Tuesday, March 17

10:00 am at the Grant Site (Grant’s Farm?)
“Marriage of Julia and Ulysses Grant”

 
We will car pool from the church leaving at 9:30 to visit the U. S. Grant Historic Site. Site historian, 
Nick Sacco, will tell us about the loving and supportive relationship of Julia and Ulysses Grant. 
After which we will tour the Grant home and museum. We will share lunch at Maggie O’Brien’s on 
Lindbergh.

Sign up in the church office so we can make arrangements for carpooling and lunch. This is planned by 
the SAGE committee, but ALL are welcome.
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Violin Virtuoso Ivan Numerov in Concert
FRIEND TO FRIEND

It has been a long and dreary winter this year but thanks to the Friend to Friend program many of our  
homebound  congregants have had their day brightened by a friend from the congregation stopping by 
or taking them for an outing or just visiting and bringing cheer. I have been encouraged by the many 
creative ways these folks have thought to bring pleasure to their visits.     

These are folks who are out and about visiting currently.

Marilyn Claggett
Laura Cooper
Janet Fales
Rosemary Hensley
Margaret Gustafson
Kathy Hill
Peggy   and Kin Lavender
Joan Musbach
Tom Waltz 
Carolyn Woodsmall
Marshall and Faye Dyer

In addition to the above mentioned people we have several people who have helped with Parish Care in 
so many ways. They have cooked meals, supplied rides, stayed with people while loved ones are in the 
hospital and more.

Cathy Buerk
Charlie Brader
Bob Boruta
Jeanene Harris 
Pat Doyle-Grace
Dana Romeis
Jane Porchey
Phil Shoulberg

If you would like to help with Friend To Friend and Parish Care or if you are concerned about someone 
who needs assistance, please let Pastor Denoon or me know.  It is such a pleasure to work with each 
one of you.

Faye Dyer
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PAUSE FOR (NO) THOUGHT WITH FCCWG’S NEW 
CAMPUS MINISTER AT WEBSTER UNIVERSITY

Would you like to learn to meditate? Are you curious about the difference increased mindfulness could 
make in your (spiritual) life? The Rev. Dr. Laurel Hayes, a new member of the church, has been the 
campus minister of Stillpoint Multi-Faith Campus Ministry at Webster University since its inception 
in 2002. The one program she has offered consistently has been Pause for (No) Thought: Meditation 
for Everyone, a weekly drop-in meditation session. In order to deepen her own meditation practice and 
to become a more effective teacher, she is in a two-year Mindfulness Meditation Teacher Certification 
Program (MMTCP), whose lead teachers are Jack Kornfield and Tara Brach.

For her MMTCP practicum, Laurel is offering a free five-week beginning course in mindfulness, 
compassion, and loving kindness practices, followed by a one-day intensive, both here at church. The 
course will take place on April 14, 21, and 28 and May 5 and 12 (Tuesdays) from 7:00 to 8:30 P.M. 
The daylong intensive will take place on Saturday, May 16, from 9 A.M. to 4 P.M. You are welcome to 
meditate in a chair, so you do not need to be flexible. Please email Laurel at laurel.hayes@sbcglobal.
net if you would like to participate in either the five-week course and/or the daylong event. (If you 
do not have email, you may leave your name with the church office.) Each class session will build on 
the last, so please plan to attend all five if you register for the course. The intensive will build on the 
course, although you do not need to attend the intensive to take part in the course. If you have some 
experience in mindfulness meditation already, you are welcome to sign up for the intensive without 
taking the course. 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF 
SHARING

Sunday, March 22 

One Great Hour of Sharing is our annual 
springtime offering, to benefit Church World 
Service, the relief arm of the National Council 
of Churches. Envelopes for the collection will be 
included in bulletins on March 15 and 22.

Thank you for yourgenerous donation!
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Dear Scouting Family, 
 
On February 18, 2020, the national organization of the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy to 
achieve two key objectives: equitably compensate victims who were harmed during their time in Scouting and continue to 
carry out Scouting’s mission for years to come. 
 
While the word “bankruptcy” can be intimidating, it is important to know that Scouting programs will continue. Your 
regular unit meetings and activities, district and council events, other Scouting adventures and countless service projects will 
take place as usual. 
 
We took this action today amid increasing financial pressure on the BSA from litigation involving past abuse in Scouting. 
We are outraged that there have been times when individuals took advantage of our programs to abuse innocent children 
and sincerely apologize to anyone who was harmed during their time in Scouting. We believe victims, we support them, we 
provide counseling by a provider of their choice, and we encourage them to come forward. Our plan is to use this Chapter 11 
process to create a Trust that would provide equitable compensation to these individuals. 
 
As we go through this process, we want to make certain that all Scouting parents and volunteers know the following:

• Scouting is safer now than ever before. Approximately 90% of the pending and asserted claims against the BSA 
relate to abuse that occurred more than 30 years ago. As someone close to Scouting, you know the safety of children 
in our programs is the BSA’s absolute top priority and that one instance of abuse is one too many. That’s precisely why 
over many years we’ve developed some of the strongest expert-informed youth protection policies found in any youth-
serving organization. 
 
From mandatory youth protection training and background checks for all volunteers and staff, to policies that prohibit 
one-on-one interaction between youth and adults and require that any suspected abuse is reported to law enforcement, 
our volunteers and employees take youth protection extremely seriously and do their part to help keep kids safe. You 
can read more about the BSA’s multi-layered safeguards and our efforts to be part of the broader solution to child 
abuse at www.scouting.org/youth-safety. In fact, this is a resource that you can share with friends and family who are 
interested in understanding what the BSA is doing to keep kids safe.

• Scouting continues. Scouting programs will continue to serve youth, families and local communities throughout 
this process and for many years to come. Just last year, communities across the country benefited from more than 
13 million Scouting service hours, and young men and women earned more than 1.7 million merit badges that 
represent skills that will help them succeed throughout their lives. Studies prove and parents agree that Scouting helps 
young people become more kind, helpful and prepared for life, and as long as those values remain important to our 
society, Scouting will continue to be invaluable to our nation’s youth.

• Local councils have not filed for bankruptcy. Local councils – which provide programming, financial, facility and 
administrative support to Scouting units in their communities – are legally separate, distinct and financially independent 
from the national organization.

We know you will likely have questions about these issues and things you will see in the news. We have posted information 
about our restructuring on a dedicated website, www.BSArestructuring.org. 
 
This site includes a helpful Resources page, where you will find a short video explaining what Chapter 11 means for Scouting, 
as well as a FAQ and a reference document that will help you discuss this announcement with youth in our programs. The site 
also includes a Milestones page, which will be your best source for the latest updates throughout this process. 
 
If these resources don’t answer your questions, please feel free to reach out to us through Member Care at 972-580-2489 or 
MyScouting@Scouting.org. We will do everything we can to provide helpful, transparent responses and ensure your Scouting 
experience continues to be a great one. 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
 

Jim Turley 
National Chair 
 
Ellie Morrison 
National Commissioner 
 
Roger Mosby 
President & CEO

Charlie Brader
Horizons’ District Unit Commissioner 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Joshua Shannon 3/7
Kathleen Ferrell 3/9
Brody Zink   3/13
Kristen Rinne   3/14
Margaret Oliphant 3/15
Kitty Pearl   3/18
Lauren Gomez 3/20
James Harris 3/21
Casen Hood 3/21
Matthew Borutta  3/24
Amy Byrne 3/26
Joshua Walker 3/28

UPCOMING PRESENTATIONS FROM
THE AUDUBON SOCIETY

 In the fall our Adult Education and Family speakers programs will feature a presentation by the Audubon 
Society of St. Louis on “Backyard Sanctuaries for Birds.”  For those interested in this topic, there will be similar 
presentations on April 18th at the Audubon Center at Riverlands near Alton. Included will be a morning session 
on building bird sanctuaries in your backyard and afternoon sessions on bringing conservation home as well as 
creating bird sanctuaries. 

For more information:
Emily Connor, Audubon Center at Riverlands, 301 Riverlands Way, West Alton, MO 63386  636-899-0090



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Sacrament of Christ’s Table 
9:00 AM Brown Baggers 
9:00 AM Nursery Care 
9:55 AM Worship 
9:55 AM Youth in Worship 
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:05 AM Coffee Fellowship
11:15 AM Lenten Program: 
Entering the Passion

2
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 
7:00 PM Scout 
Troop 301: Boys 
7:15 PM Nominating 
Committee   

3
1:30 PM 
Communications 
Team

4
9:30 AM Yoga with 
Jeanene 
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 

5
10:00 AM FAITH: 
Continuing the 
Search 
6:15 PM Canterbury 
Bells 
7:00 PM Scout Troop 
301: Girls 
7:30 PM Chancel 
Choir 

6
 

7
5:30 PM 
Benevolence 
Auction 

8
Daylight Savings Begins
9:00 AM Nursery Care
9:55 AM Worship 
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:05 AM Coffee Fellowship
11:15 AM Lenten Program: 
Entering the Passion

9
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 
7:00 PM Scout 
Troop 301: Boys 
7:00 PM Three 
Ministries 

10
General Election
9:00 AM  Strategic 
Planning 
Committee 
11:00 AM  Mary 
Martha Guild 
11:30 AM Devine 
Diners 
6:30 PM Practicing 
Our Faith   

11
9:30 AM Yoga with 
Jeanene 
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing  

12
10:00 AM FAITH: 
Continuing the 
Search 
6:15 PM Canterbury 
Bells 
7:00 PM Scout Troop 
301: Girls 
7:30 PM Chancel 
Choir

13 14
 

15
9:00 AM Nursery Care 
9:55 AM Worship
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:05 AM Coffee Fellowship:
11:15 AM Lenten Program: 
Entering the Passion

16
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 
6:30 PM Executive 
Ministry
7:00 PM Scout 
Troop 301: Boys 

17 
St. Patrick’s Day
10:00 AM SAGE: 
Field Trip – The 
Grant Home 
7:00 PM Boy Scout 
Leaders 

18
9:30 AM Yoga with 
Jeanene 
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 
7:00 PM Healing 
Touch Practice

19
10:00 AM FAITH: 
Continuing the 
Search 
6:15 PM Canterbury 
Bells 
7:00 PM Scout Troop 
301: Girls 
7:30 PM Chancel 
Choir  

20
 

21
6:00 PM 
Saturday Night 
Light: The Jazz 
of Preaching

22 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
Special Offering
9:00 AM Nursery Care 
9:55 AM Worship 
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:15 AM Lenten Program: 
Entering the Passion

23
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 
7:00 PM Scout 
Troop 301: Boys 

24
 7:00 PM Lady 
Elect – Young at 
Harp 

25
1:00 PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing

26
8:30 AM 
Journeymen 
10:00 AM FAITH: 
Continuing the 
Search 
6:15 PM Canterbury 
Bells 
7:00 PM Scout Troop 
301: Girls 
7:30 PM Chancel 
Choir 

27
8:00 AM 
Healing 
Touch 5:00 
PM Room at 
the Inn 
6:00 PM 
Dinner & A 
Movie

28
8:00 AM 
Healing Touch

29
8:00 AM Healing Touch 
9:00 AM - 11:15 AM Nursery 
Care Available 
9:55 AM Worship 
10:15 AM Sunday School 
11:05 AM Coffee Fellowship 
11:15 AM Lenten Program: 
Entering the Passion 

30 
1:00 PM - 7:00 
PM Center for 
Counseling and 
Healing 
7:00 PM Scout 
Troop 301: Boys 



Follow us onFollow us on
Facbook – www.facebook.com/FirstChurchWG/

Twitter – twitter.com/FirstChurchWG
Sound Cloud – soundcloud.com/firstchurchwg

Seek Christ in each. Serve God in all.

Contact Information
Moderator 
Mark Edwards
marke@wustl.edu

Pastor
Rev. David A. Denoon
DDenoon@FirstChurchWG.org

Office Administrator 
Debbie Tolstoi
Admin@FirstChurchWG.org

Director of Music & Organist
Dr. Leon Burke
Leon.Burke@FirstChurchWG.org

Director of Christian Education
Tracey Harris
Tracey.Harris@FirstChurchWG.org

Coordinator of Youth Ministries & 
Assistant Music Director
Dr. Erick Falconer
Erick.Falconer@FirstChurchWG.org

Facilities Manager
Chip Isringhaus
cti1234@FirstChurchWG.org

Custodian
Darrell Lakies

Assistant Custodian
Gus McLean

Director, Center for Counseling & Healing
Rev. Linda E. Smith, BCRN, LCSW, HTCP/I
lesrhs@sbcglobal.net

Director of MICA  
Rev. Cliff Aerie
cliff.aerie@gmail.com

Student Minister
Merrimon Boyd
mboyd@eden.edu

March Meal-A-MonthMarch Meal-A-Month  
Canned Ham • Macaroni and Cheese

Canned Green Vegetable (low or no salt)
Canned Fruit in own juices

Powdered Milk, shelf stable milk, soy milk
Toothbrushes • Tooth Paste • Dental Floss

Missing Someone?Missing Someone?
Have you been missing someone for a while from 

worship and other church events? Please, let Pastor 
Dave Denoon or Parish Life Chair, know. Either will be 

happy to follow up for you.

10 West Lockwood Avenue
Webster Groves, MO 63119
314-962-0475
www.FirstChurchWG.org


