
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

____________________________________ 
) 

MAHLON KIRWA, et al.,  ) 
) 

Plaintiffs, ) 
v. ) Civil Action No. 17-1793 (PLF) 

) 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ) 
DEFENSE, et al.,    ) 

) 
Defendants. ) 

____________________________________) 

ORDER 

The parties have jointly moved the Court for approval of a settlement agreement 

regarding plaintiffs’ claims for attorneys’ fees and costs.  See Joint Motion for Approval of 

Settlement Regarding Plaintiffs’ Claims for Equal Justice Act Attorneys’ Fees and Costs (“Mot. 

for Fees”) [Dkt. No. 251].  While plaintiffs argue that Court approval of attorneys’ fees is not 

required here, defendants respond that Court approval of the attorneys’ fees settlement is 

appropriate.  Mot. for Fees at 2 n.1.  Defendants further argue that, prior to the Court’s approval 

of the settlement, the plaintiff class must be provided with notice and the opportunity to object to 

the attorneys’ fees settlement.  Id.  While the Court does not suggest that notice to the plaintiff 

class must be as extensive as it would be for a settlement of the merits, the Court nonetheless 

concludes that some notice to the class is appropriate.  The parties state that class counsel 

published the instant motion, supporting documentation, and settlement agreement on the 

website used to communicate with the class throughout litigation.  See Motion at 8 n.4; 
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Regarding Plaintiffs’ Claims for Equal Access to Justice Act and Costs [Dkt. No. 251-1] ¶ 17.  

The Court therefore concludes that its consideration of the instant motion would be aided by a 

supplemental filing summarizing and attaching any responses of class members to the notice 

provided on the class website.  Accordingly, it is hereby 

ORDERED that, on or before August 6, 2021, plaintiffs shall file a supplemental 

memorandum summarizing any responses from class members to the proposed settlement 

agreement; and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED that plaintiffs shall attach to the memorandum copies of 

any responses from class members to the proposed settlement agreement. 

SO ORDERED. 

___________________________ 
PAUL L. FRIEDMAN 
United States District Judge 

DATE:  July 30, 2021 

/s/
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