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Farewell, Class of 2020!

This Ain’t Normal Folks
by Noor Benny

Due to social distancing orders, PGHS was unable to host a tra-
ditional graduation ceremony. Nevertheless, teachers, administra-
tors, and PTA members came together and hosted a spectacular 
celebration that will live forever in memory.
 At 4 P.M. on May 29th, 2020, PGHS graduates and their 
families gathered in their cars at the Laguna Seca Racetrack for a 
socially-distanced graduation, where hundreds of decorated cars 
thronged the track. Although officials only allowed one car per 
graduate to enter the racetrack, some thought outside of the box: 
Dezi Green’s family ensured all of their friends and family attend-
ed the ceremony by renting a limousine. Also, the event was lives-
treamed via YouTube, so friends and relatives who could not phys-
ically attend the ceremony could still attend virtually.
 Our esteemed principal Mr. Bell kicked off the ceremony 
with a speech addressing his retirement and the accomplishments 
of the Class of 2020. Due to time constraints, Mr. Bell was unable 
to deliver his annual “This Ain’t Normal Folks” speech; however, 
ASB President Adrian Clark followed with own speech, “This Ain’t 
Normal Folks,” dedicated to Mr. Bell’s time working in the Pacific 
Grove Unified School District. 
 Next, Emma Evans, senior class president, delivered a 
speech entitled “The Spirit of Unity” that reflected on the feel-
ing of togetherness that will forever unite Pacific Grove. Oscar 
Scholin, salutatorian and co-editor of the NewsBreaker, put a twist 
on the traditional graduation speech and contrasted our lives with 
the path of the racetrack—“life is not a journey,” he said. Mitali 
Chowdhury, valedictorian, delivered the final speech, which talk-
ed about the Class of 2020’s time and experiences at PGHS. 
 At last came time for the graduates to walk the stage. Be-
cause they were not lined up in alphabetical order by their last 
names, students were called up to the stage by the column in which 
they were parked. Parents drove their cars to the stage where they 
dropped off their graduate. Then, the graduate handed an index 
card with their name to the senior class president to read while 
they crossed the stage to have their picture taken.
 At the end of the ceremony, the PGHS Class of 2020 made 
history by being the first group of students to graduate and drive 
on the famed WeatherTech Raceway—and all in the same day. 
During the victory lap, teachers and staff waved a final goodbye to 
their former students.
 The Class of 2020 did not have the opportunity to experi-
ence a traditional graduation ceremony, but they did get to make 
memories to last in perpetuity. In the words of Mr. Bell, this day 
was the opportunity of a lifetime because as we now all know, “this 
ain’t normal folks.”
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A Summer in Quarantine?
by Will Coen

As there is no end in sight to the current shelter-in-place order, it 
seems that the summer months of June and July for Pacific Grove 
High School students may, unfortunately, be plagued by restric-
tions and inevitable boredom. However, there are still some enter-
taining summer activities to keep you occupied.
 Thankfully, you can still walk, bike, and run in quarantine. 
These activities can be enjoyable while also promoting physical 
and mental well-being. Furthermore, going on a walk, bike ride, 
or run allows you to get out of the house and enjoy the fresh air. 
Caution: attempting to walk, bike, or run daily during this coming 
summer may lead to increased health, less boredom, and more fun 
for high school students. 
 Going surfing or boogie boarding at Asilomar Beach and 
going swimming at Lovers’ Point are also great activities, espe-
cially on sunny summer days. If the temperature is high for Pacific 
Grove, it is nice to cool down by going into the refreshing ocean 
water. Furthermore, surfing, boogie boarding, and swimming are 
all excellent ways to get outside and exercise. Even on colder days, 
it can still be nice to go in the water, if only for a short time. If 
you want to swim in the ocean, you had better wear a wetsuit to 
protect against hypothermia. Without a wetsuit, it will be more 
difficult to stay in the water for a long time, but nevertheless, it 
can still be a refreshing activity. 
 Finding a good book can help pass time during a summer 
in quarantine. Reading is obviously not restricted by the shelter-
in-place order. Reading can be very interesting or exciting, espe-
cially if you cannot do as much as you normally would outside. I 
recommend diving into the almost 200 books of The Hardy Boys 
mystery series, which are all very intriguing. However, local li-
braries are all closed. You cannot check out books from the librar-
ies and instead must rely on books you own. Though libraries may 
be closed, you can still find certain books online through through 
vendors like Amazon. 
 Although social distancing guidelines may remain in effect 
throughout the summer, it is still possible for you to see friends 
from six feet away or FaceTime, which can be very nice if you have 
not seen them in a while. 
 A summer in quarantine will certainly be like no other, but 
you can still certainly make the best of your situation.          

 



More Book Recommendations
by Caroline Coen

When you head to the PGHS library to drop off your mountain 
of textbooks, consider picking out some lighter, more enjoyable 
reading for the summer! Here are a few good options that are sure 
to take your mind off missing normalcy:

Lovely War by Julie Berry
 In Lovely War, three love stories intersect over the course 
of both World Wars, illustrating the inseparable ties between love 
and war. The Greek deity Aphrodite, during World War II, tells her 
lover Ares the tales of two young couples who lived through World 
War I. The young pianist Hazel tragically falls for James, a sol-
dier bound for the trenches. Colette, who has already experienced 
great loss, meets Aubrey, a jazz musician in the African-American 
15th New York Infantry. Through the course of the war, the four 
lovers collide. Through the love stories of Hazel and James and 
Colette and Aubrey, Aphrodite reveals the connections between 
mortality, love, music, and war.

The Valiant by Lesley Livingston
 Lesley Livingston paints a lush historical adventure in her 
novel The Valiant. In the height of the Roman empire, Celtic prin-
cess Fallon is captured and sold to Julius Caesar’s school for fe-
male gladiators. As she trains to become a fully-fledged gladiator 
to fight for a man whom she despises, Fallon learns that the world 
of Rome is more complex than she anticipated. In the process, she 
falls—against her better judgment—for Cai, a Roman soldier.

My Life Next Door by Huntley Fitzpatrick
 A classic romantic summer beach read, My Life Next Door 
will easily whisk you off to the Connecticut coast. Teenager Sa-
mantha (Sam) has spent years living in her clean, orderly house 
next door to the interesting, yet messy, Garrett family. Despite 
the way Sam’s mother looks down on the Garrett family’s chaotic 
lifestyle and eight children, Sam is fascinated by them. She has 
observed them for years, although her mother forbids her from 
associating with them. One day, Sam meets Jase Garrett, and as 
she and Jase grow closer, Sam is immersed in the world of the fam-
ily next door. Join Sam on her journey as she learns that a messy 
exterior is worth the unimaginable love provided by a close-knit 
family. Plus, this story features George Garrett, one of the most 
adorable little boys in young adult literature.
 

The Best Sophomore English Book: 
Life of Pi

by Nathan Binder

As sophomores wrap up their year, the last book they read for 
Mrs. Gordon’s English class is Life of Pi by Yann Martel. Life of Pi 
is about teenage Indian boy Piscine Molitor Patel, or Pi Patel, as he 
prefers to be called, who is stuck on a lifeboat as a castaway for 227 
days with a 450 pound Bengal tiger named Richard Parker.
 Pi became a castaway after losing his family in a ship wreck 
when they were moving from India to Canada, along with the 
prized animals from his father’s zoo. The tiger—and a hyena, a ze-
bra, and an orangutan—at first were all aboard the lifeboat, fight-
ing for their survival along with Pi. Throughout the book, Pi de-
scribes the traumatic yet remarkable experiences he faced during 
his time as castaway. For example, Pi had to tame the tiger and 
find ways to keep it well fed, while at the same time ensuring his 
own means of survival.
 One aspect about the story that I enjoyed was the descrip-
tion of Pi’s passion for religion, which serves him well through his 
journey as a castaway. I also enjoyed Martel’s vivid descriptions 
of Pi’s mental and emotional states while on the lifeboat, which 
forces one to consider what one would do in Pi’s situation. An-
other idea featured in the book that I liked was the abundance of 
math-related descriptions, including Pi’s own name: the constant 
Pi=3.14, which is mentioned several times throughout the book. 
Additionally, Pi spends 227 days at sea, and 22/7 is also equal to 
3.14.
 However, I found that the story had a slow beginning, par-
ticularly in how some of the minor characters were introduced 
with too much detail. I also found certain chapters to be strange 
and unrealistic, including the chapter in which Pi describes an al-
gae island inhabited by meerkats that he encounters in the middle 
of the Pacific Ocean.  
 Life of Pi is a great read, even if it is an assignment for 
English class. I often found myself very invested in the story and 
wanting to read further into Pi’s adventures. I recommend the 
book to anyone looking for a tale of adventure and survival against 
all odds.



Song Parody 
by Emmitt Withrow 

Are you seeking a new song to listen to while in quarantine? 
Here is a parody of “Vacation” by the Go-Go’s — “Coronacation.” 
Pull up a karaoke version on YouTube, and sing your heart out!

Coronacation
Can’t seem to get myself out of here.

Stuck here, at home there’s nothing to do.
Now I can’t get away,
We’re forced to stay,

Today’s a day that’s the same as tomorrow.
Want to see my friends, want to just run.

Been trapped inside now for a month.
I guess I was wrong, 
Have to be strong!

I guess I’ve known, all along that this is the norm. 

A week into this,
Knew I’d survive.

Two months into this,
My surprise to find that I’m still alive.

Coronacation, all I never wanted.
Coronacation, want to get away.

Coronacation, has to be spent inside.
Coronacation, all I never wanted.
Coronacation, want to get away.

Coronacation, has to be spent inside.

A week into this,
Knew I’d survive.

Two months into this,
My surprise to find that I’m still alive.

Coronacation, all I never wanted.
Coronacation, want to get away.

Coronacation, has to be spent inside.
Coronacation, all I never wanted.
Coronacation, want to get away.

Coronacation, has to be spent inside.
Coronacation, all I never wanted.
Coronacation, want to get away.

Coronacation, has to be spent inside.

Welcome to Chow Corner! 
by Mitali Chowdhruy

With this collection of recipes, you can take a trip around the world, 
even if you cannot leave your home right now. Email Mitali with your 
favorite recipes for the next issue of The NewsBreaker!

Spanakotiropita
Savory Spinach and Cheese Pie Dish from Greece

Source: Matthew Mendez 

Ingredients: 
½ cup olive oil

1 lb 2 oz phyllo dough (homemade or ready-made)
2 ¼ lb spinach, coarse stalks removed, chopped

1 cup finely chopped scallions
½ cup finely chopped fresh dill

½ cup finely chopped fresh parsley
1 lb 2 oz feta cheese, crumbled

4 tablespoons milk
3 - 4 eggs, lightly beaten 

4 tablespoons melted clarified butter
Salt and pepper

Directions: 
1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F and brush a 14-inch baking pan with 
oil. If using homemade, roll the phyllo dough into thin 18-inch rounds. 
2. Sprinkle the spinach with a little salt and rub with your fingers. Rinse, 
drain, and squeeze out the excess water. Alternatively, blanch it for 1 min-
ute, drain, and squeeze out the excess water. 

3. Combine the spinach, scallions, dill, parsley, cheese, milk, eggs, and 
melted butter in a bowl and season with pepper. 
4. Lay half the phyllo sheets in the prepared pan, one on top of the other, 
brushing each with oil. Spread the spinach filling evenly on top and cover 
with the remaining phyllo sheets, brushing each with oil. 
5. Roll up the overhanging phyllo neatly around the pan. Score into 12 
serving pieces, and brush the top with oil.
6. Sprinkle with a little water and bake for 1 hour, or until golden brown. 

Pork Wontons 
Snack from China

Source: Anneka Keller, https://twosleevers.com/homemade-pork-
wontons/

Ingredients:
1 pound ground pork

1/2 cup chopped green scallions, sliced
2 tablespoons minced ginger, grated

4 cloves garlic, crushed
1 tablespoon soy sauce

1 tablespoon rice vinegar
1 tablespoon cornstarch
2 teaspoons sesame oil

1/2 teaspoon sugar or other equivalent sweetener 
1 teaspoon kosher salt
48 wonton wrappers

Directions:
1. Mix all ingredients except the wonton wrappers together and let rest for 
a few minutes for the flavors to meld.
2. Place 1 teaspoon of the meat mixture on each wrapper and shape into 
a triangle.
3. Press firmly on the sides of the triangle to seal, and then press around 
the meat filling to seal inside.
4. Cover with damp paper towel and form all 48 wontons using all the 
wrappers in this fashion.
5. To cook the wontons, put 2 cups of water into a pan and place 6-8 
wontons in at a time.
6. When the water comes to a boil, add 1 cup of water to it and let it come 
to a boil.
7. Add another cup of water and let this come to a boil. Once this second 
cup of water boils, the wontons are ready. Take them out very gently with 
a strainer and serve hot with some high quality soy sauce.



 Opening the Door of Opportunity
by Noor Benny

Well, it looks like the end of the road for the Class of 2020 at 
PGHS. Even though the seniors did not get to go out with a bang, 
the teachers and staff at Pacific Grove High made sure to make 
the end of their high school careers as memorable as possible. 
Members of the community even collaborated to create an online 
version of Pacific Grove High’s annual senior awards night. 
 Every year, individuals and organizations from the all 
around the community honor seniors at PG High with a senior 
awards night. During this event, seniors receive scholarships and 
recognition for their accomplishments over the past several years. 
Through careful planning and quick thinking, the counseling de-
partment was able to honor the Class of 2020 with a pre-recorded 
online scholarship night. 
 Mr. Bell started off the night with a warm welcome before 
handing the floor to the President of Pacific Grove’s Kiwanis Club. 
The Kiwanis Club handed out four scholarships to four deserving 
seniors—Jesse Pegis, Josh Cho, Noor Benny, and Isabella Rown-
tree-Smith—for their academic achievements and community ser-
vice. Next, Reis Avila, Anthony DaSilva, and Isaac Garcia were 
honored by the Portuguese Hall of Monterey for their contribu-
tions to the Portuguese community on the peninsula. 
 Many more seniors were recognized throughout the night; 
however, a handful of individuals stood out in the crowd. On sev-
eral occasions, Mariam Esber was recognized for her unmatched 
ability to compose written works of art. Also, Mrs. Selfridge high-
lighted Elijah Taurke, Adrian Clark, Joely Kaatz, Isabella Rown-
tree-Smith, Marina Lieberman, and Jesse Herzog for their exten-
sive involvement in and dedication to the visual and performing 
arts. On the athletic side of the spectrum, Will Stefanou was hon-
ored with a running and a Naval ROTC scholarship for his out-
standing level of physical fitness. Lastly, but most certainly not 
least, Mitali Chowdbury and Oscar Scholin were announced as the 
Class of 2020’s valedictorian and salutatorian, respectively.
 Although the event was not the awards night the seniors 
had expected, the counselors at Pacific Grove High wonderful-
ly crafted a video to honor the Class of 2020 from the comfort 
and safety of their homes. Although the seniors are leaving PGHS, 
their accomplishments will open the door to promising opportu-
nities that will allow them to pave a new path for the future that 
lies ahead. 



NewsBreaker Comics
by Seth Knoop



WORDS FROM YOUR EDITOR
Fare Thee Well!

by Oscar Scholin

2020 marks an era of unprecedented change for every facet and walk of life—the world, dare I say, is not what it once was 
six months ago, nor will it ever fully return to “normalcy” as we knew it back in the days of yore.
 First coronavirus brings the whir of productivity and daily life to an eerie silence, and then recession as intransigent 
as the spot upon Lady Macbeth’s hand cripples the economy. On May 30, Doug Hurley and Bob Behnken become the first 
humans to ride a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket to the International Space Station and the first “American astronauts on American 
rockets” launched from “American soil” in over nine years. But juxtaposed with this monumental step forward for the future 
of space flight, George Floyd dies after Minneapolis police officers restrain him with excessive force, and protests and riots 
against racism engulf the world. 
 Watching the world literally burn while under quarantine as if we were living in some Sci-Fi dystopian reality is dis-
appointing to say the least; however, we must not—against all temptation and media-exacerbated conflagrations—let what is 
disappointing become disheartening. As Thomas Paine remarked, “These are the times that try men’s [and women’s] souls;” 
out of the crucible of coronavirus and its infinite exacting derivatives that threaten our lives as we know them, a new world 
will emerge—one that I believe will be fundamentally better. Unfortunately for us as a species, we seem to see most of our 
large scale change only when faced with grave calamity—the evil of slavery was not purged in the United States until after the 
fledgling nation faced its most bloody conflict; monumental legislation extending the bona fide “we the people” to include 
all citizens of any creed, color, or sex was passed only after nationwide protests, demonstrations, and the assasination of a 
president; calls to action to extricate the gangrenous malady of racism thriving in the fertile soil of a society plagued by hate, 
malice, and corruption are brought only into the world’s limelight when an innocent man perishes at the hands—or rather 
knee—of the very people intended to secure our most basic rights to life, liberty, and property.
 But it is at this fragile time in our history when you can turn your deeds into lasting change. Acts of kindness, love, and 
forgiveness are humanity’s panacea—you are thus capable of shaping the world into a more equal, just, and peaceful haven for 
all to enjoy, because you have the power to make a difference; you have the power to change a person’s life, and, therefore, you 
have the power to change the world. Perhaps we do not need calamity after all to achieve progress in significant issues and 
inequalities around the globe—if more people started standing up for what they believe in and coming together in a solidarity 
of unconditional love across every hue of the human rainbow, then, while our problems would not be liquidated in the mere 
blink of an eye, the world would certainly be an infinitely better place in every possible aspect.
 As I leave PGHS, I desire to inspire—if in only a single person—a sense of indefatigable hope in spite of the chaos 
of the world, because though many might not recognize it, you shall never truly be defeated until you believe that you are. 
In J.R.R. Tolkein’s masterpiece The Hobbit (yes, I am a LOTR nerd), the character Bard stands alone, insignificant to the ty-
rannical dragon Smaug torching the city of Laketown and its innocent, unarmed denizens; unfazed, Bard stares down that 
monstrous Goliath and his deafening roar of fiery death and shoots his black arrow into the belly of that beast, slaying it and 
saving thousands of lives. While hopefully we will leave dragons to fiction, the idea captured by Tolkein of acting not solely 
for one’s own benefit, but for that of others is both inspiring and profound. Thought and action designed to enrich the com-
mon good as opposed to the individual good are what will ultimately save our species; a selfish, solipsistic attitude portends 
only further unnecessary suffering.
 Above all, I urge you to remember that the world becomes noticeably smaller when we come together and recognize 
our myriad similarities than when we seclude ourselves in caves of ignorance; you can help the planet—without requiring 
the Bard’s exemplary courage—simply by choosing not to forsake the world. We humans are one family, and, like any family, 
successful functioning occurs only when each member is willing to compromise and forgive. 
 With that said, I bid adieu to PGHS and to all of my friends, teachers, and classmates. It was my absolute pleasure to 
serve as your editor during this year of twists and turns, and I am pleased to announce Caroline Coen as the editor of The 
NewsBreaker for next year. I will miss you all dearly, but as Mahatma Gandhi so eloquently wrote, “Wherever you are, you will 
always be in my heart.”

The Class of 2020 meets at Asilomar Beach on the evening of May 29 to celebrate together for one last time.
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