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B”H

 

DAY DATE SCHACHRIS MINCHA / MA’ARIV
SUNDAY Sep 19 9:00 AM   No Services      
MONDAY Sep 20 7:00 AM         6:45 PM        (EREV SUKKOT)    
TUESDAY Sep 21 9:00 AM   (Day 1 Sukkot)     6:45 PM   
WEDNESDAY Sep 22 9:00 AM   (Day 2 Sukkot)   6:40 PM        
THURSDAY Sep 23 7:00 AM    (Chol Hamoed) 6:40 PM        
FRIDAY Sep 24 7:00 AM   (Chol Hamoed) 6:30 PM     Shabbat Starts: 6:29 PM
SATURDAY Sep 25 Services: 9:00 AM

Parshat: SUKKOT
(3rd day Chol Hamoed)

                                           
Shabbat Ends 7:30 PM
Ma’ariv and Havdalah Ser-
vices at 7:50 PM - via Zoom

    
 
 



RABBI BANON’s BIBLE CLASS: Rabbi Banon’s Bible classes will not take place during the entire 
month of September. It should be returning B’H on Oct 7.

YASHER KOACH: A huge YASHER KOACH and shoutout to Rabbi Banon and Hazzan Sheni Yossi 
Aberman, who combined for the second year in a row to give us a wonderful and meaningful High 
Holiday Service under still difficult Covid conditions. Many members, those who are in shul almost 
every Shabbat, and a few who were in shul for the first time in over a year, men and women alike, all 
approached me personally to say how much they enjoyed being in shul and listening to both the Rabbi 
and Yossi conduct the services. We wish them and their families good health and long life, so they can 
continue to lead our shul and service our community for many years to come.

YASHER KOACH: Another YASHER KOACH to Dave Apelbaum who spent countless hours, at home 
and at my house putting together the Aliyas and Honours list, with changes every 2nd day, and managed 
to find at least one honour for everyone who attended shul. And a combined YASHER KOACH to Dave 
and Marvin Baker, both of whom made sure that the pages were turned on our page turning stand 
and/or called out, and that congregants did not miss their honours when called upon to do so, and 
improvised when they had to, to allow for a seamless service throughout the holidays. And a YASHER 
KOACH to Dov Midlash who formed his own choir on Yom Kippur by leading everyone in enthusiastic 
singing of various prayers.
 
CONDOLENCES: The Exec, Board and  members of the Young Israel of Chomedey extend their 
condolences to Fred and Lillian Rudy on the sudden accidental passing of their son’s father-in-law 
Rabbi Raphael Ya’acov Blugrond zt”l, MSCI, in his hometown of Tzvat, Israel. The Rabbi apparently 
climbed a palm tree to pick the fronds for his own lulav, and fell to his death. Rabbi Blugrond was an 
8th generation Tzvat Rabbi following in the footsteps of his Rabbinical forefathers. He is survived by his 
3 daughters, Efrat Amir, Yael Portal and Tamar Rudy (Fred’s daughter-in-law), and his Son Benyamin 
Blugrond, all of Israel. Rabbi Blugrond was a “Consultant of Advanced Technology Implementation and 
Supervision in the Kosher Food Industry” for OU certification around the world. He was a high ranking 
officer in the IDF and fought for Israel in 5 wars. After his army years he and his family traveled to the 
world’s capitol cities where he was a “Hebrew Teacher”, although it was a “well kept secret” that he 
was most likely working with the Mossad. He and YIC Rabbi Berzon were responsible for the “Shiddich” 
between Rabbi Blugrond’s daughter Tamar and and the Rudy’s son Mitchell whom he adored. Lillian & 
Fred were very fortunate to be able to spend a few days with him here some years ago, when he came 
for the OU to Kasher a local business. 

“May The families Know no Further Sorrow”
 

ROSH HASHANA MESSAGE:  From: Rabbi Berzon: We hope that you have all been well. It’s been a 
long year! Wishing you all a Gmar Chatima Tova. May Hashem bless you with good health, happiness, 
tranquility, and prosperity. May He bless all of Klal Isroel and the land of Israel with a good year, and 
may this be the year that the world will conquer and free us from Covid. Sincerely and best wishes to 
all, Bella and Chananya Berzon. 

PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE: See President Issie Baum’s farewell Yom Kippur Message to the shul on KOL 
NIDRE evening, and to all YIC members at the end of this newsletter.
  
REFUAH SHLEMA:  a) A REFUAH SHLEMA to Fred Rudy who was not able to be in shul for the 
High Holidays; to Fred Rudy who was not able to be in shul for the High Holidays; and b) A REFUAH 
SHLEMA to Carl Wooden whose hip got somehow twisted out of whack, and rendered him virtually 
immobile, preventing him from being on shul on Yom Kippur. We wish them both a speedy recovery, and 
c) to all who are not well, a REFUAH SHLEMA.



Yahrzeits for the week of Sep 20 - 26  /  14 - 20 Tishrei
COMMON JEWISH  MEMBER           FOR DECEASED RELATION

 DATE  DATE

Sep 21 Tishrei 15 Ilona Wooden         Benanen z”l                 father
Sep 21 Tishrei 16 David Green         Hyman Mincoff z”l grandfather
Sep 21 Tishrei 16 Leonard Sculnick         Bertha Sculnick z”l mother
Sep 22 Tishrei 17 Shirley Waxman         Anchel Waxman z”l fathr in law
Sep 22 Tishrei 17 Amy Simon Florence    Simon z”l                 mother
Sep 23 Tishrei 18 Miriam Levy         Ari Levy z”l                 son
Sep 23 Tishrei 18 Gabriel Schwimmer Yosef Schwimmer z”l father
Sep 25 Tishrei 20 Adele Bass                 Paul Bloomfield z”l father
Sep 25 Tishrei 20 Hilda Stark                 Shimon Einhorn z”l father

Any Young Israel member MISSING a Yahrzeit notice in the shul bulletin, please email 
the info directly to therudys@videotron.ca. Please provide full name in English (and 
Hebrew if possible) and the date of the Yarzeit as well as relationship to YIC member.
As soon as info is received, it will be forwarded to the shul office, or you can also 
email or phone in the info direct to the office if you prefer. Note: In the event a female 
member does not want her maiden name included in the weekly bulletin Yahrzeit 
notices - for possible security reasons - please advise the office, and we will make the 
appropriate change.

STAY SAFE 
STAY HEALTHY

GET VACCINATED
(But come to shul if you feel comfortable.

Just check-in with the Rabbi, Issie, or the Office.



Shul happenings this week in a nutshell: 
Please Note: new starting times for Erev Shabbat services every week

Sunday morning Sept 19th Schachris services in shul and on Zoom at 9:00 AM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8548084446?pwd=MzN4RitLUG1STjhMVklISVl4ZzlaQT09

Meeting ID: 854 808 4446
Passcode: 154749

 
This week Sunday September 19th ONLY – evening services on Zoom at 6:45 PM

 
Monday morning Sept 20th Schachris services in shul at 7:00 AM

  

SUKKOT SERVICES
Monday Sept 20th Mincha Ma’ariv at 6:45 PM

Tuesday Sept 21st Schachris at 9:00 AM
Tuesday Sept 21st Mincha Ma’ariv at 6:45 PM
Wednesday Sept 22nd Schachris at 9:00 AM

Wednesday Sept 22nd Mincha Ma’ariv at 6:40 PM
Thursday Sept 23rd 1st day Chol Hamoed Schachris at 7:00 AM

Thursday Sept 23rd 1st day Chol Hamoed Mincha Ma’ariv at 6:40 PM
Friday Sept 24th 2nd day Chol Hamoed Schachris at 7:00 AM

Friday Sept 24th 2nd day Chol Hamoed - EREV SHABBAT - at 6:30PM
Saturday Sept 24th 3rd day Chol Hamoed Schachris  - SHABBAT - at 9:00 AM

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 



PARSHAT  HASHAVUA - WEEKLY TORAH PORTION
SUKKOT - Shabbat Chol Hamoed Torah Reading

Exodus 33:12-34:26

 

G‑d agrees to Moses’ request that His presence only dwell amongst the Jews. Moses 
requests to be shown G‑d’s glory. G‑d agrees, but informs Moses that he will only be 
shown G-d’s “back,” not G-d’s “face.”

G‑d tells Moses to carve new tablets upon which G‑d will engrave the Ten Command-
ments. Moses takes the new tablets up to Mt. Sinai, where G‑d reveals His glory to 
Moses while proclaiming His Thirteen Attributes of Mercy.

G‑d seals a covenant with Moses, assuring him again that His presence will only dwell 
with the Jews. G‑d informs the Jewish people that He will drive the Canaanites from 
before them. He instructs them to destroy all vestiges of idolatry from the land, not to 
make molten gods, to refrain from making any covenants with its current inhabitants, 
to sanctify male firstborn humans and cattle, and not to cook meat together with milk.

The Jews are commanded to observe the three festivals — including the holiday of Suk-
kot, “the festival of the ingathering, at the turn of the year.” All males are commanded 
to make pilgrimage to “be seen by G-d” during these three festivals.

The maftir, from the Book of Numbers, discusses the public offerings brought in the 
Temple on this day of Sukkot.
 



MEMORY LANE  # 137 (EDITED)
FROM THE NEWSLETTERS OF THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF CHOMEDEY

VOLUMES NO. 5 AND 6, HOLIDAY EDITIONS 1967

A MESSAGE FROM THE PULPIT:
The man sweeping the Shul paused for a moment. He looked at the flowers lying about in disorder, “what 
a waste”, he said to himself. These roses had adorned the pulpit at a wedding one hour before. Now it 
was all over for them, and they were waiting to be discarded. Leaning on his sweeper, he was lost in 
thought. Suddenly he heard a strange sound. One of the roses talked back to him!
“Do you call this a waste?” the flower protested. “What is life anyhow? To live is but to serve. My mission 
was to create some fragrance and beauty. When I have fulfilled my mission, then my life has not been 
wasted. And what greater privilege than to adorn a bride’s way to her beloved? Roses, the rose continued 
are like people. They live in deeds not in time. My glory was but a brief hour. But you should have seen 
the sparkle in the bride’s eyes. I like to believe that I had something to do with it by creating a suitable 
setting for the moment of her supreme happiness. So don’t grieve for me. My life has been worthwhile.”
Having spoken her little piece, the rose resumed her silence. A little wiser, the attendant pressed on the 
sweeper and continued his work.

A CRISIS
Monday morning, June 5th saw the start of the war between Israel and the Arab countries! Monday 
evening we started a joint effort to aid our Israeli Brothers and Sisters. We immediately called a meeting 
which was held at the Shaar Shalom Synagogue. It was decided that four organizations, the Young 
Israel, the Shaar Shalom, B’nai Brith Chomedey Lodge, and the Laval Lodge of the Knights of Phythias 
would work together as one unit, with headquarters at the Young Israel.
Our Synagogue was represented by Rabbi Spiro, Maurice Boxer, A. Altman, N. Shapiro, Morris Winer, M. 
Rappaport, E. Leventhal, Morty Kader, Arnold Kostiner, and I.Kaufman.
The Shaar Shalom was represented by Rabbi Auerbach, S. Gazin, A. Gorin, J. Mintzberg, and M. Hitterman. 
B’nai Brith Chomedey Lodge was represented by D. Ichelson, J. Caplan, B. Kastner, M. Grill, A. Luther, 
P. Goldig, and Gerry Rubin.
Knights of Phythias was represented by S. Polsky, J. Abrams, G. Rabinovitch, and Ben Perlman.
Their objective was to make sure that every Jewish family in Chomedey was canvassed and contributed 
to our Emergency Campaign.

WE REGRET ANY ERRORS OR OMISSIONS

(YASHIR KOACH to Fred Rudy for providing us all with these memorable historical moments, 
which some of us may still remember!)



Issie Baum’s Farewell message as President of the Young Israel of Chomedey 
Presented in shul on Erev Yom Kippur, with minor changes here for the newsletter 

Gmar Hatima Tova – A Gut Yohr, A Gezint Yohr to all of you and your families
 
What a difference a year makes! Last year, as we ushered in the year 5781, we were faced with an up-
heaval between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. At Rosh Hashana, we were allowed 50 people from both 
our shuls ‑ Young Israel and Shaar Shalom. 2‑3 days later, a new directive from the Health Ministry was 
issued, allowing only 25 people inside, for Yom Kippur – again for both shuls. First we had to make the 
difficult decision that no women would be allowed, to allow enough men to be present for the various 
honours required for the services. And then we had to make a gut-wrenching decision to call up certain 
members, who had already committed to being in shul for the Holiest Day of the Year, and tell them they 
cannot come to shul for Yom Kippur. How does one do that? How does one justify that? And that is exactly 
what I had to do. It is one unhappy memory that will stay with me always.
 
That is why, when I look out in front of me, and see appx 60 people just from our shul ‑ men and women 
‑ without having had to turn away anyone other than for Health & Safety reasons, I feel so much better, 
B’H, so much more comfortable this Yom Kippur. Thank you all for making the decision to be in shul, real-
izing even now it was a difficult one with the Delta variant cases rising daily. A year ago, I am sure most 
of us had no inkling that we would still be in the midst of a pandemic, but we are, and it is unfortunately, 
not going away soon.  I trust and hope that you all have felt safe and secure throughout these High Holy 
Days.  

These Ten Days of Repentence ‑ between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur – usher in a New Year and a time 
to reflect, to reflect where we’ve been, where we are, and where we’re going. Very briefly, let’s start with 
where we’ve been, and reminisce just a bit. For 50 years or so we were a vibrant shul on Elizabeth, with 
a membership of over 800 families at our peak in 1992/3 – almost ALL living in Chomedey. If we extrap-
olate that into families with kids, that represented approximately 25% of the entire Chomedey Jewish 
community, which at its zenith numbered some 12,000 + Jewish individuals, with full shuls, full Jewish 
schools, many stores carrying kosher foods, etc. If we ever were short of a Minyan, you stuck your head 
out the shul door and yelled, Reb Yid, we need a tzenter, and a dozen tzenters rushed in, and an elefter, 
and a tzelevter and so on.

Today, we currently have 139 Young Israel members, with less than half living in Chomedey, all the 
rest in DDO, St. Laurent, Cote St Luc, etc. As far as Minyans are concerned, we count our lucky stars 
every Sunday, Monday and Thursday, Rosh Chodesh and other holidays, if we can get a Minyan, and we 
barely make it, even together with Shaar Shalom, who provide most members for our morning Minyans. 
We have to remind everyone on a regular basis that we need 10 men to have a Minyan, even 9 Rabbis 
doesn’t cut it, but 10 Chomedey retirees do. If someone has to say Kaddish for a loved one, with a 
lot of pushing and shoving, and telephone calls, we have managed most of the time. Last Shabbat, one 
of the most important Shabbatot of the year - Shabbat Shuva - we barely had 11 members present. 
My friends, I‘m sorry to say that these numbers are not even shtieble numbers let alone shul numbers. 
Collectively this must be rectified, if we are to continue to be a full‑service shul.

In each of my 3 previous Yom Kippur speeches, I emphasized the need for continued Minyans to keep 
our shul going. It is very true, that our shul will never be as vibrant as it once was – anyone who thinks 
otherwise, I suggest a rerun of the Wizard of OZ is in order. We don’t ask for anyone to commit them-
selves every day, or every Erev Shabbat, or even every Shabbat. It is difficult to start with, since so 
many of our members live outside of Chomedey. But, we are asking local members, especially those who 
are retired, as most of us are, to commit one day out of the 2 or 3 needed. Each of my previous three 
entreaties proved rather fruitless; unfortunately the clarion call was not answered. We still scramble 
almost each and every day when we need a Minyan. In this respect as President, I admit I have failed.  
 
I apologize to everyone for this somewhat gloom and doom picture I seem to be painting, because this 
is truly not what I wanted to say tonight on this Holiest of days of the year. But as I leave my post, 
and hand it over to the new President, who will be faced with these very same Minyan problems I leave 
behind, I feel that I should be honest and realistic, rather than be falsely positive and optimistic. I tend 
to make the same analogy over and over again – Tim Hortons does not  put up a coffee house,  so that



you can have a coffee there once or twice a year. The grocery store on the corner is not there so that 
you shop there once a year. Likewise, YOUR shul cannot exist if its members come only one or two days 
a year. That’s a reality!
 
So let’s look ahead somewhat, B’H. The pandemic, in one form or another, will be with us for some time. 
Everyone here tonight has been fully vaccinated. The shul has taken a strong stand that no one, who 
has not been fully vaccinated will be allowed entry into our shul. We must build on that, and encourage 
to the best of our ability, without compromising or calling out anyone who has some underlying condi-
tion, to come back to shul and commit themselves to at least one or maybe even possibly two days a 
week, where they fulfill the Mitzvah of being a tzenter or more, and for Erev Shabbat and Shabbat. If we 
don’t, if YOU don’t, then there is no doubt in my mind,  as I said, we will no longer be a full-service shul.

As you are all aware by now, today is the 4th Yom Kippur and the last one that I address you as Pres-
ident of the Young Israel of Chomedey, from this bully pulpit. Dave Green has already hired movers to 
move in as I move out at the end of this month. It has been, truthfully, a mixed bag at times – many 
ups, a few downs, and something in between, but it has been an amazing experience serving this shul 
and its members, an experience that I can add to my resume when I look for another job. During these 
days of Awe, we also pray to Hashem for forgiveness, as we also ask our fellow man to forgive us. So 
if I erred along the way, if a decision was made not to your liking, if there were no seats available at a 
Chanukah or Purim Party, please forgive me – it won’t happen again – as long as I’m President!!

Many members have asked me why I decided not to run for President, and I owe them an explanation. 
To be fully truthful, there are a number of reasons. For one, 4 years is enough. I became President at 
77, I am leaving at 80 plus, and believe me those 4 years ‑ especially the last almost two pandemic 
years -  sometimes felt like 8, so it’s long overdue. Thankfully, and B’H, at this time I am still in rela-
tively good health. I still get good rates for travel insurance, which I guess is an excellent and relatively 
inexpensive measure of one’s health, but my implanted bones and joints never fail to remind me that 
I do have a mobility problem, which has had an impact on just about everything I do physically, and in 
turn of course impacts on everything I else I have to do. I also have a business to dispose of, which has 
been difficult at the best of times, and even more so now. Most important, my wife’s health has also 
been a deciding factor, and so it’s time for me to look after her as she has looked after me without fail 
these past 55+ years of our marriage. And so for me, it is the right time to say Shalom.

I bid farewell as President, but I do not bid farewell to the shul. I will continue to be in shul as often as 
I can and I will continue to be a strong voice as Past President on the Executive. I will strongly support 
the new President and his Executive, and I ask that you do the same. The new Exec has an onerous job 
to do, and we must all offer them, and the Rabbi, our unwavering support.

Finally, it’s time to say thank you, first to my Executive. I would not have taken on the job as President, 
if Fred Rudy, Dave Green and Carl Wooden would not have agreed to serve with me from Day One. 
Thanks to Dave and Fred who gave us the Sanctuary you see today, of which they, and we, can all be 
proud of. Both were tremendous sounding boards, and were there to back me up, when I had difficult 
decisions to make. I wish them both and their wives good health, as they continue serving the shul 
in different capacities, as they have done for the past 4 years, with Fred’s service going back literally 
decades. As I said before, Carl Wooden is the best treasurer this shul has ever had, and he has agreed 
to continue in this position, hopefully for many years to come. He has taken on additional responsibili-
ties as time passes, and I thank him for that. Thanks to Stan Plant who serves as VP, and as cemetery 
chairman, and for the first time ever, our cemetery information is all up to date. Not only that, but Stan 
has expended time and effort to sell as many of the appx 600 empty plots we have to members of the 
greater community, which could see some $4‑500,000 in our coffers within the next few years. One ma-
jor item on the table that still has to be resolved, is the final sale of the Chevra Mishnayis shul. Hopefully 
a court decision will come down in the immediate future that will enable us to sell the building without 
any hinderances. That should bring in an additional $4‑500,000 dollars when the property is sold. So 
we are and will be flush with cash, and it is time to donate some of it to institutions that require our 
help – NOW!! We are in an extremely unique position to do so. I’d like to thank Bobby Bergson; as VP 
of admin, there is virtually nothing he does not know with respect to the shul’s admin and history, and 
has faithfully sent me over the years the weekly Yahrzeits that you see in each and every newsletter.  
Those  newsletters will  continue B’H.  I’d like to thank Past President George Finkelstein for facilitating



 the existence of this shul to start with. George and I did not always agree, but we both had the interests 
of the shul in our hearts, and his experience and sage advice was and is always welcome. To all the Gab-
baim and part‑time Gabbaim over the last 4 years, Naphtali, Moishe, Dave Apelbaum, Marvin, Simmy, 
thank you. I apologize if I’ve missed anyone. To the entire Exec and Board of Directors, thank you.

I’d like to thank Mike Andradi, my counterpart at Shaar Shalom, with whom I’ve had the privilege of 
working these past four years. There were many ups and downs, even disagreements at times, but we 
both overcame our differences and prevailed, and were thus able to provide for both our congregations, 
separately ‑ and when Covid hit ‑ together, to the best of our abilities, especially when it came to the 
health and saftey of our members during the last 18‑19 months of Covid. I wish him continued success 
as President of Shaar Shalom and a good working relationship with our shul, as we conitnue to navigate 
through these turbulent times. 

I’d like to thank Hazzan Sheni Yossi Aberman for his continued devotion to our shul. As many members 
have indicated to me, his melodic chanting, and reading of the Torah and Haftorahs, have made the 
prayer service a pleasure to listen to and be part of, especially during last year’s and this year’s High 
Holy days, where he has combined with Rabbi Banon to give us a beautiful and meaningful High Holiday 
service. I’d like to thank our office manager Mindy, for her devotion to the shul and its members. To all 
of you, our members, thank you for supporting me and our Executive for the past 4 years; that support 
was vital to our decision making in the long run – it is important that you show the same level of support, 
even more so, to our incoming Executive.
   
To Rabbi Banon, I have to say a special thank you, and frankly, although I am not a man of few words, as 
you can see, I find it hard to put into any words, all that I owe him. Rabbi Avram has been for the past 
seven or so years and still is, not only my Rabbi, but an advisor when I needed advice, and a mentor. 
Sitting beside him these past 4 years has a been a unique pleasure. It helped me somewhat of course, 
that I grew up a Lubavitcher, and for the most part we spoke a common language, and understood each 
other. But more important, he and Rebbetzin Rochel have become our friends. Having been to their 
house for Festival meals and for Passover Seders a number of times, have been experiences that I truly 
haven’t relived since my Lubavitch days, and for my wife a first time experience in her life to sit at the 
Rabbi’s tish, at a Hassidic table. I pledge to Rabbi Banon – Bli Neder – to continue that relationship, and 
be there for him if he ever needs my humble advice.

Last but not least, thank you to my darling and dear wife Zila. When I made my maiden Shabbat speech 
4 years ago this past August, I promised her in front of the whole shul, that I would not neglect her, 
that I would be there for her, and that at least our weekly Tuesday Tim Hortons Israel night would not 
take second place, and that Saturday night would be devoted to family and/or friends. I have kept that 
promise, except of course for the pandemic disruption. But even more than that, my wife has been my 
backbone. She has been my personal confidante, and offered sound advice when I had difficult decisions 
to make or questions to answer. She supported me 100% during these past 4 years, and she supports 
me now. Zilinke, Ani Ohev Otach Yoter v’Yoter Kol Yom! 
 
Once again, thank you all, and a Hatima Tova.


