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Finding a dead end for Medicaid recipients in Florida

Dear Florida Medicaid Recip-
ient:
Are you dead? If so, please

notify Florida’s Agency for
Health Care Administration at
your earliest convenience.
It has come to our atten-

tion through an audit by the
Office of Inspector General of
the Department of Health and
Human Services that Florida’s
Medicaid program has over-
paid an estimated $26 mil-
lion in monthly premiums on
behalf of enrollees who had
previously become deceased.
After some careful con-

sideration, we have come to
the conclusion that spending
health care dollars on the dead
may be unnecessary.
These payments made to pri-

vate HMOs can be construed
by some to be a frivolous gov-

ernment expense. Maybe not
as bad as that government
study to figure out how beer
koozies work.
But still, it’s hard to get pub-

lic support for entitlement pro-
grams for the dead.
Here in Florida, we don’t

even like giving Medicaid
money to the needy people
who happen to be still alive. So
we would like to stop this prac-
tice of giving these dollars, par-
tially funded by state govern-
ment, to the breathing-optional
crowd.
So whatever you can do on

your end to put a halt to this
would be greatly appreciated.
Self-report yourself. Give us

a sign from the great beyond.
Perhaps, through a black cat, a
mysterious soap message on a
mirror, or a posting on Craigs-
list.
Better yet, just write your

name on an “I Voted” sticker
and leave it at your local health
department.
Whatever you can do to alert

of us of your continued partici-
pation in human events would
be greatly appreciated.
In the meantime, we will

be fostering a greater pub-
lic awareness of this problem
through the creation of a new
public service campaign in
Florida called “If you see noth-
ing, say something.”
Too often, we as Floridians

live in neighborhoods where
others come and go, some-
times just staying for months
or years before moving on to
someplace else. So it’s easy
to lose track of your neigh-
bors and not realize that you
haven’t seen a soul come and

Frank Cerabino
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City opposes ‘conversion therapy’
LakeWorth bans efforts
to change the sexual
orientation ofminors.

LAKE WORTH CONVERSION THERAPY

By Kevin D. Thompson
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

LAKE WORTH — Since he was a
young boy growing up in Lake
Worth, Andy Amoroso knew he
was gay.
He never felt as if his sexual

orientationwaswrong.Hedidn’t

need to be fixed ormiraculously
cured.
It helped that his family was

always supportive of him and
his younger sister, Dawn, a Palm
Beach County sheriff’s deputy,
who also is gay.
“You’re born this way,” said

Amoroso, 52, now a city com-
missioner who owns a novelty
shop off Lake Avenue. “No one
can change you.”
But there are groups that try

under a controversial practice

called “conversion therapy,”
where a health-care professional
tries to change someone’s sexual
orientation or gender identity.
Lake Worth is joining other

cities and states in banning the

practice. On Tuesday, city com-
missioners unanimously voted to
prohibit anyone in the city from
using conversion therapy on a
minor, although it could still be
used on adults. A public hearing
is scheduled for Jan. 10.
Conversion therapy usually is

done through spiritual orpsycho-
logical treatment that’smeant to
uncover a childhood trauma that
is believed to have caused some-
one to be gay.
In the past, such extrememea-

sures as castration and electro-
shock therapy were applied,
according to the National Cen-
ter for Lesbian Rights.

ON FACEBOOK
Keep up with The Post’s complete
coverage of Lake Worth on its
Facebook page dedicated to the
city. On Facebook, search for Post
on Lake Worth.

Andy Amoroso
has taken the
lead in banning
“conversion
therapy” on
minors.

BOYNTON BEACH HOUSING

By Alexandra Seltzer
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

BOYNTON BEACH — After hear-
ing of setbacks to three proposed
redevelopment projects this past
week, Boynton Beach officials
said they have grown frustrated
with relying on the private sec-
tor to build low-income homes
and apartments in the Heart of

Boynton neighborhoods.
What about creating a hous-

ing authority?
At the Community Redevelop-

ment Agencymeeting, city com-
missioners asked their legal team
to research how they could cre-
ate one so they could bring in
redevelopment themselves. The
authority could provide afford-
able housing to low-income fam-
ilies through government assis-
tance programs.

“Weare trying to explorewhat
will happen if the CRA wants to
build its own buildings,” Mayor

Steven Grant said Thursday.
It’s the job of the CRA and its

boardmembers toeliminateblight
and to redevelop the Heart of
Boynton area, where Martin
Luther King Jr. and Seacrest bou-
levards meet, and the neighbor-

Idea of housing authority
intrigues Boynton officials
They say they’ve been
frustrated by a lack of
private sector projects.

Boynton continued on B6

ON FACEBOOK
Get more news about Boynton
Beach at The Post’s Facebook
page devoted to the city,
Facebook.com/postonboynton.

By Hannah Winston
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

When Palm Beach County
sheriff ’s deputy Jason Neber-
gall was suspended for 30 days
in 2014, internal-affairs investiga-
tors wrote that the incident was
his last chance. Over and over
again, Nebergall did not follow
commands.
“If his pattern of insubordina-

tion continues, I’ll be left with no
other choice than to recommend
reclassification or termination of
employment fromPBSO,” a cap-
tain wrote in the report.
In thespanof fouryears,Neber-

gall received discipline on five
occasions for “insubordination

offenses,” according to inter-
nal-affairs files released by the
sheriff ’s office this past week.
These disciplines do not include
anunsubstantiated report of hav-
ing sex on the job, public com-
plaints or his arrest this month
on accusations of attempting to
rape a woman he was supposed
to be helping while on duty.
Nebergall was released from

custody Dec. 8 on $100,000 bail
on two counts of sexual battery.
He remains on administrative
leave from the sheriff’s office.
InMay 2014, Nebergall arrived

at a crime scene andwas ordered
bya sergeantnot toenterbecause
there were enough deputies
involved. Nebergall became agi-
tated and made sarcastic com-
ments, and after the superior
askedhimwhetherhehadaprob-

Deputy continued on B4

Files showhewas
disciplined 5 times
for ‘insubordination.’

Deputy in rape case
disciplined before

SHERIFF’S OFFICE DEPUTY CHARGED
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COMING MONDAY
IN THE POST
EXPECT WORKERS, PLAYERS
AT PALM BEACH BALLPARK

Floats, antique cars, marching bands, twirlers and other performers participated in the Lake Worth
annual holiday parade, which followed a 2-mile route Saturday evening. YUTING JIANG / THE PALM BEACH POST

Spreading cheer

LAKE WORTH CHRISTMAS PARADE

Trump continued on B2

By Joe Capozzi, Kristina Webb
and Gregory Cox
Palm Beach Post Staff Writers

WEST PALM BEACH — Presi-
dent-elect Donald J. Trump
returned home Saturday night
toMar-a-Lago, hours after taking
issue at a rally in Alabama with
a Palm Beach Post story that he
claims under-counted the size of
a rally in Orlando a day earlier.
The Post story described

“hundreds of cheering support-
ers” Friday at the Orlando rally.
But Trump told supporters at
Ladd-Peebles Stadium inMobile,
Ala., that nearly 25,000 people
attended the event at the Cen-
tral Florida Fair.

The rally was held at the fair’s
Orlando Amphitheater, an out-
door venuewith a seating capac-
ity of 10,000 people, according
to the fair’s website.
Throughout his campaign,

Trump has said the news media
under-reported the number of
supporters who attended his
events. The Post’s account of

Trump back in Palm Beach
after Alabama thank-you trip

TRUMP IN PALM BEACH

Donald
Trump has
complained
the media
underestimates
his crowd sizes.

Text ER to 32222 for average ERwait time.
*Msg & Data ratesmay apply. Txt STOP to cancel, txt HELP for information.
Info at http://hcaeastflorida.com/campaigns/text-help/ or call 866-422-3567.

Close,
Convenient

24/7
ER Care

4 ER LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
JFK Main Campus

5301 S. Congress Ave., Atlantis, FL 33462

JFK North Campus
2201 45th St., West Palm Beach, FL 33407

Palm Beach Gardens
Mainstreet at Midtown, 4797 PGA Boulevard

Boynton Beach
Shoppes at Woolbright, 10921 S. Jog Road

For more information or for a physician
referral, call 561-548-4535.

www.JFKMC.com
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The prac t i ce , o f ten
employed by religious
groups, has been discred-
ited by many leading psy-
chological organizations,
including theAmericanPsy-
chological Association and
theAmericanMedical Asso-
ciation.

‘Devastating impact’
“Conversion therapy is

like snake oil,” said Rand
Hoch, president of the Palm
BeachCountyHumanRights
Council, anorganization that
works toward ending dis-
crimination based on sex-
ual orientation, gender iden-
tity and gender expression.
“Unscrupulous practi-

tioners have been peddling
it for years — like a cure for
cancer.But cancer is actually
adisease that canbe treated.
Being LGBT is not a sickness
or a mental deformity.”
Rachel Needle, a West

Palm Beach psychologist
and certified sex therapist,
said researchhas found that
so-called therapies aimed at
changing someone’s gen-
der identity or sexual ori-
entation can lead to shame,
guilt, depression and feel-
ings of anger.
“Attempting to change

someone’s sexual orienta-
tion can have a devastating
impact on a minor,” Nee-
dle said.
State-licensed mental

health professionals are not
allowed to try to change a
minor’s sexual orientation
or gender identity in Cali-
fornia,NewJersey,Vermont,
Oregon, Illinois and theDis-
trict of Columbia, accord-
ing to the National Center
for Lesbian Rights.
“I’m concerned for gay,

youngadults,”saidAmoroso,
whodrafted the LakeWorth
ordinance with the help of
the human rights council.
“There’s suicide and men-
tal illness that comes out of
this practice. It’s barbaric.”
Lake Worth Commis-

sioner RyanMaier,who also
isopenlygay, called theprac-
tice “disgusting” and “inef-
fective.”
“Idon’t know if this ishap-

pening anywhere in Lake
Worth, but it’s definitely
happening in the country,”
Maier said.
West PalmBeach recently

passed a similar law, join-
ing Miami Beach, Cincin-
nati, Pittsburgh and Seattle.
This past summer, the

human rights council said
it identified six licensedpsy-
chologists who were offer-
ing conversion therapy in
Palm Beach County.

Pence denies support
The practice has been in

the news lately, with groups
claimingVicePresident-elect
Mike Pence supports the
therapy, a charge Pence’s
camp denies.
ButastatementonPence’s

archivedwebsite for a 2000
congressional campaign
regarding the Ryan White
CARE Act, which provides
federal money for patients
with HIV/AIDS, suggests
that the government should
finance institutions that sup-
port conversion therapy.
“Resources should be

directed toward those insti-
tutionswhich provide assis-
tance to those seeking to
change their sexual behav-
ior,” the statement reads.
A Pence spokesman told

the New York Times in
November that the state-
ment was misinterpreted
and that statements say-
ing the vice president-elect
supports the therapy are
“patently false.”

‘I became ashamed’
The psychological scars

resulting from conver-
sion therapy is very real to
Michael, who lives in Lake
Worth and grew up in the
Midwest with his adoptive
parents.
Michael, 41, didn’t want

his last name used.
He’sveryfamiliarwithcon-

version therapy-like meth-
ods. While Michael wasn’t
sent to a professional, his
parents used strict meth-
ods when he was about 13
to turn him straight.
“They tried everything to

convincemeIwaseverything
butwhatIwas,”Michaelsaid.
“They wanted to fix me.”
Michael’s adoptive par-

ents, particularly his father,
a retired military officer,
were physically, mentally
and verbally abusive. They
threatened to institutional-
ize him.
“Myadoptivedad thought

he could cure everything
the way the military did,”
Michael said. “Break it down
and rebuild it the way you
want it. As long as I was a
minor, they could do all this
stuff.”
The treatment from his

adoptive parents, whom
Michael said died in 2008,
had a lasting effect on him.
“I became ashamed of

everything I thought Iwas,”
Michael said.
Feelings like those are

what Amoroso hopes a ban
can prevent.
“At the end of the day,

when you’re gay, you’re
gay,” he said.

kthompson@pbpost.com
Twitter: @KevinDThompson1

Ban
continued from B1

lem, the deputy told him to
“calm the (expletive) down”
and“(expletive)off,”accord-
ing to Nebergall’s file.
After an investigationwas

complete, internal affairs
upped an original recom-
mendation of 80 hours of
suspension to 240hours, or
30days. Investigators called
his actions “inexcusable,”
documents report.
According to the investi-

gation, Nebergall took sev-
eral classes on topics such
asangermanagement, stress
management and diversity
training following previ-
ous incidents, but nothing
seemed tobeworking. Even
though investigators said
Nebergall did take some
responsibility, he blamed
thecommander forconfront-
ing him in the first place.
“This is just anotherexam-

pleofDeputyNebergall’snar-
cissistic attitude to authority
and his inability or unwill-
ingness to control his emo-
tions because of his pride
andego,”according toacap-
tain’smemorecommending
suspension.
In the previous cases,

Nebergall was suspended
for twodays inMarch 2009,
just fourmonthsafterhewas

hired by the sheriff’s office,
for use of profanity and dis-
obeyingdirectorders. In that
instance, he pulled a gunon
a fellow deputy, according
to internal-affairs files.
In the years following, he

received eightmore days of
suspension and twowritten
reprimands for disobeying
orders, vulgarity and throw-
ing away a knife hewas sup-
posed to put into evidence
in a stabbing case.
“It’s obvious to me that

deputy Nebergall does not
understand he is not to act
in this manner,” an inves-
tigator hand wrote on the
report.
The now38-year-old dep-

uty told sheriff’sofficerepre-
sentativesat thetimethat“he
has sought counseling and
plans to continue it, indefi-
nitely,” to improve his com-
munication skills both at
work and in his personal
life. It’s unclearwhether the
counseling continued.
According to records,

Nebergall does not appear
to have had another admin-
istrative reprimand again
until April 2015, when he
showed up late to a training
class. According to records,
he received a written rep-
rimand.

hwinston@pbpost.com
Twitter: @hannahwinston

Deputy
continued from B1

Deputy Jason Nebergall (right) appears before a judge
Dec. 8. He was released on $100,000 bail, charged with two
counts of sexual battery. HANNAH WINSTON / THE PALM BEACH POST

Age 84, of Delray Beach, passed away Dec. 10, 2016. All
County Funeral Home and Crematory, Lake Worth, FL

ADELHARDT, Ellen C.

ARMSTRONG,
Linda Green
Linda Green Armstrong, for-
merly Linda Cowperthwaite,
died peacefully at her home
in Quail Ridge, Boynton
Beach, FL, on December
6, 2016, after a long bat-
tle with breast cancer. Linda
was born in Ogden, UT, July
14, 1947. Her father, James E.
Cowperthwaite and her moth-
er, Virginia Blunk, both pre-
deceased her. Linda moved
to Washington, DC in 1968, where she worked with the IRS.
She moved to Palm Beach County, FL in 1978, where she
worked as a Sales Representative in the High End Fabric and
Wallcovering Industry. She retired from Jeffrey Michaels &
Co., Ft. Lauderdale in 2008 to become a full-time homemaker.
Linda is survived by her husband, David G. Armstrong, Esquire,
her sister and brother-in-law, Joyce and Claude Andrews, her
niece, Lora Lee Martinez, her nephew, Scott Andersen, three
grand-nieces and one great-grand niece, all of Ogden, UT. She
is also survived by her four step-children: AdamW. Armstrong,
Lake Worth, FL, Eric G. Armstrong, Margate, FL, Chad T.
Armstrong, Atlanta, GA, Scott A. Armstrong, San Francisco,
CA, and seven step-grandchildren, all of whom she considered
to be part of her family. Linda loved life and she especially
loved to cook, dance and travel with her husband, and spend
time with her favorite dog, Ivy. She will be greatly missed by
all her family and many, many friends. A Celebration of Her
Life is being planned for mid-January, 2017 in Boynton Beach.
In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the Peggy
Adams Animal Rescue League, 3200 N. Military Trail, West
Palm Beach, FL 33409.

To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituaries

BOEHNER, Ronald

To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituaries

In loving memory of Ronald Boehner. Born September 28,
1935, passed December 8, 2016. A wonderful husband, father
and grandfather.

BOWLES, Joe “Paul”
Paul Bowles, of Pickens
County, AL and Palm Beach
Gardens, FL, prominent physi-
cian and loving father, passed
away at his home on Tuesday,
December 13, 2016 at the age
of 74. He leaves behind his be-
loved wife Susan Polner Bowles
and his daughter Brittany
Megan Bowles. Additionally,
Paul is survived by sister
Elizabeth Lassen, nephews
Gregory, Marc, Keith Jr., and
niece Paige Lassen. After grad-
uating high school, Paul attended the University of Alabama
where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 1964. From
1964 to 1968 Paul attended the University of Alabama School
of Medicine. Post graduation, he completed his internship at
Saint Joseph Hospital in Denver, CO. From 1969 to 1971, Paul
served as a Captain for the Department of the Army in the
medical corps, a portion of that time stationed in Korea. It
was for this that he received the Army Commendation Medal
for his outstanding service. Upon returning from military du-
ties, Paul completed two residencies in Dermatology. The first
at Lloyd Noland Hospital and the second at the University of
Alabama at Birmingham Medical Center. He then returned
to Colorado as a dermatologist for the Kaiser Permanente
Foundation. In 1977, Paul established his solo Dermatology
practice in West Palm Beach, FL. For over thirty years he pro-
vided exemplary patient care, treating in excess of 35,000 pa-
tients. They appreciated not only his expertise but his kind and
gentle manner. Paul’s great acts of generosity were deeply ap-
preciated by those who could not normally have afforded his
services. He served on the staff of JFK Hospital as well as be-
ing a member of their credentials committee. During his years
of practice, he received many commendations and awards.
Paul retired from his successful medical practice at the end of
2008. During his lifetime Paul was an avid fisherman, enthu-
siastic gardener, real estate entrepreneur, Alabama Crimson
Tide sports fan, and youth softball coach for his daughter
Brittany. After retirement, his main interest became master-
ing the game of golf. Additionally, he continued the tradition
of lunching with valued friends on a daily basis. Paul will be
greatly missed by all whose lives he touched and will forever
be in our hearts. In lieu of flowers, the family would appreci-
ate donations to the National Alliance on Mental Illness orga-
nization. On Tuesday, December 20, 2016 there will be a visita-
tion from 5:00PM to 6:00PM. This will be followed by a service
at 6:00PM and a reception at Howard-Quattlebaum Funeral,
Cremation and Event Center.

Howard-Quattlebaum Funeral, Cremation & Event Center
754 US Highway 1, North Palm Beach, FL 33408 • (561) 848-9641

Condolences may be offered at www.howard-pricefuneralhome.com
To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituaries

BRACEY, Emma J.

To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituaries

Emma J. Bracey died Friday, the 9th of December in
Loxahatchee, Florida.Born March 24, 1920 to Richard and
Nellie Johns, in Lattimer Mines, PA, she was the youngest of
three girls. She graduated from McCann School of Business
in 1939 and worked as a secretary for Hazleton Chapter Red
Cross. While working for the Red Cross, she intercepted a
letter from a soldier, Chester J. Bracey, who would then be-
come her husband on June 3, 1944. Emma volunteered much
of her time tutoring children at local elementary schools
and was eventually hired as a Teacher’s Aid at Rolling Green
Elementary School in Boynton. She worked up until just a few
months shy of her 75th birthday. She loved her family and
will be remembered for all of her sacrifices and her selfless
heart that was always giving and caring. She is survived by
her daughter, Lucretia (Tisa) Bracey-Guthrie-(husband Eric,)
grandchildren Chester Unks, Angela LaBelle, Michael Watson,
Amanda Vasile, and Daniel Vasile, great grandchildren Ashley
and Emily LaBelle, Jacob and Ally Boynton. Memorial service
will be held 10:00 AM, Tuesday, December 20th, at Palms West
Alliance Church, 16401 Southern Blvd. Loxahatchee, FL 33470.
Arrangements by Palm Beach Memorial Park Funeral Home.,
Lantana, FL.

DOVER, Steven

To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituaries

Steven Dover, 27, of Odessa, FL, passed away December 15,
2016. He was born in West Palm Beach, FL and moved to PR
and later moved to Tampa in 2011. He was preceded in death
by his grandmother, Dorothy Dover; two aunts, Lela Dover and
Bessie Puckett. Steven is survived by his loving wife, Melissa;
parents, Harlin and Jeanette Dover; one brother, David Dover
(Khristyna); nephew, Bentley Dover. A funeral service will take
place at 2:00PM on Monday, December 19, 2016 at Loyless
Funeral Home. The family will receive friends one hour prior
to the service. Interment to follow at Lutz Cemetery. Words
of comfort may be expressed at (Loylessfuneralhome.com)
Loyless Funeral Home, Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639 813-996-6610

ESTERMAN, Harry Robert
Age 88, formerly of Cincinnati,
OH, and Briny Breezes, FL,
died December 15, 2016 in
Boynton Beach, FL. He leaves
behind his wife of 65 years,
Patricia Carolyn Esterman (nee
Albers) to whom he was devot-
ed, and 5 children, Sue Thaler
(Mike) of Briny Breezes, Sally
Lukez (Paul) of Lexington,
MA, Joyce Culbertson (James)
of Beaumont, TX, Bob
Esterman of Cincinnati, and
Greg Esterman (Michelle) of
Luxembourg City, Luxembourg. He also leaves 6 grandchildren
and 3 great-grandchildren. Harry was a Navy veteran and con-
cluded a successful career as a commercial printer by selling
his business and retiring early to begin a life as a gentleman
farmer in Sunman, IN. Although hard work never scared Harry
– he was great at fixing things and working with his hands –
he soon realized that farming wasn’t as easy as it looked, so he
sold the farm and really retired to Briny Breezes. He loved life
at Briny, jumping into everything with his usual boyish enthu-
siasm. He and Pat played bridge frequently and square-danced
until they couldn’t. Harry felt torn between the beach and the
pool since napping in the sun felt great at both. He was an av-
id golfer and wood worker, and his zest for travel took he and
Pat around the US and on various international adventures.
A memorial service will be held Tuesday, December 27, 2016,
1:30-3:30 p.m. at the Briny Breezes Ocean Clubhouse.

To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituaries

FABIAN, Peggy
Peggy Fabian was born on July
13, 1927 in Pittsburgh, PA, and
died in Ocean Ridge, FLA on
December 13, 2016. She was
dearly loved by friends and
family. Her independent spir-
it, sharp mind, kind soul, and
innate wisdom enriched the
lives of all who were lucky
enough to be in her presence.
The grace with which she man-
aged her 15-month bout with
pancreatic cancer spoke to
the strength of character with
which she lived each day. Peggy was the wife of Lou Fabian,
deceased, and is survived by her children: Mark, Danny, Lynn
and Craig; daughters-in-law, Barbie and Angela; son-in-law,
Richard Lasner; and four grandchildren. Donations, in her
name, may be made to The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network,
(www.pancan.org).

To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituaries

Age 62, of Palm Beach Gardens, passed away Dec. 16, 2016.
Howard-Quattlebaum Funeral Home, North Palm Beach. FL.

FERGUSON, Cynthia Louise

HEALEY, Virginia Frances
(Sousa)
Virginia Frances Healey
(Sousa), aged 81, died on
December 13, 2016 in hos-
pice care in Raleigh, NC af-
ter a battle with pneumo-
nia and other complications.
Virginia was born November
12, 1935, in Cambridge, MA.
Virginia was a lover mu-
sic and she was often the life
of the party at any event!
This brought much joy to
her children and her over five dozen nieces and nephews
when they were growing up. In addition to raising her own
three children, Tom, Maribeth and Darron, she spent a por-
tion of her life in service to children through the Children’s
Home Society in Palm Beach County, Florida. The youngest
of the twelve children born to Joseph and Elizabeth Sousa,
Virginia is survived by her three children and her four grand-
children, Melissa Fleming, Brenna Healey, Jessica Healey and
David Healey. She will be missed by a host of nieces and neph-
ews and dear friends and family. There will be a graveside ser-
vice at the Cambridge Cemetery in the spring with a celebra-
tion of life to follow.

To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituaries

Age 76, of West Palm Beach, passed away Nov. 1, 2016. All
County Funeral Home and Crematory, Lake Worth, FL

HEGARTY, Judith

HOULAHAN,
Thomas Joseph
Thomas Joseph Houlahan, 79,
of Stuart, FL, died peaceful-
ly at his home on December
14, 2016 surrounded by his
loving family. He was born
in New York, NY, on March 2,
1937 and grew up in Mount
Vernon and Eastchester. He
was preceded in death by his
parents, Dr. James and Evelyn
(Browne) Houlahan, and sib-
lings, Evelyn (Houlahan)
Callahan and Joan (Houlahan) McGrath. Tom was a gradu-
ate of Archbishop Stepinac High School in White Plains, NY.
He received his Bachelor of Arts in History in 1959 from The
Citadel, The Military College of South Carolina. He enlisted in
the Marine reserves during college and graduated from boot
camp at MCRD, Parris Island, SC. Upon graduation from The
Citadel, Tom was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the
United States Marine Corps. The Corps issued him a wife, 2nd
Lt. Mary Jean Knapp, USMC, who was his XO for fifty years. He
served his nation honorably for ten years, including two com-
bat tours of duty in Vietnam in 1964-65 and 1968-69 as an ae-
rial observer and company commander. Tom was Director of
Human Resources at United Parcel Service in Charlotte, NC,
and Jackson, MS; Howard Needles Tammen and Bergendoff
and Stuart Hall in Kansas City, MO; Operations Director at
Brandon Hall College Preparatory School in Atlanta, GA;
HR Recruiter at NCCI in Boca Raton, FL; security officer at
Jupiter Medical Center and security officer and concierge
at The Carlisle Senior Living Community in Lantana, FL un-
til March, 2016. He was a member of The Citadel Alumni
Association, The Knights of Columbus-Council 6241, The
Marine Corps League-Cpl. Justin Wilson Detachment, and The
USS Galveston Association. In addition to his wife, the oncol-
ogy nurse navigator at Delray Medical Center, Tom is survived
by his children, LTC James Houlahan, USA (Ret.) of El Paso,
TX, Col. Patrick Houlahan, USMC (Sarah) of San Diego, CA,
and Capt. Sharon Houlahan, USMC of Newport, RI; grand-
children, Kelly and Ryan Houlahan of San Diego, CA, and
Erin, Sean, Riana and Ian Houlahan of El Paso, TX: brothers-
in-law, John Callahan and Ted McGrath; and many beloved
nieces, nephews, godchildren, family and friends. Tom is re-
membered for his strength of character and his clever wit.
His reverence for the Blessed Sacrament, love of country, and
an undying love for his bride, Mary Jean, was unparalleled.
“Knowing your Marines and looking out for their well-being”
was a mission that Tom lived during his military service and
his life. He was a stellar father, coach, husband, and mentor
to all who knew him. He loved his dogs and Florida wildlife.
Calling hours will be Monday, December 19, from 2:00PM to
4:00PM and 6:00PM to 8:00PM pm at Aycock Young and Prill
Funeral Home, 6801 SE Federal Highway, Stuart, FL, 34997.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated on Tuesday,
December 20, at 11:30AM at St. Andrew Church, 2100 SE
Cove Rd, Stuart, FL 34997. Interment will follow at the South
Florida National Cemetery at 6501 N State Rd 7, Lake Worth,
FL, 33449. Guests will be received at home following the buri-
al. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Forgotten
Soldiers Outreach, Lake Worth, FL, National Right to Life or
Treasure Coast Hospice Veterans Program.

To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituaries

Age 29, of West Palm Beach, passed away Dec. 11, 2016. All
County Funeral Home and Crematory, Lake Worth, FL

HOWELL, Jacquelyn

Age 84, of Boynton Beach, passed away Dec. 15, 2016. Service
Dec. 18. Beth Israel Memorial Chapel, Boynton Beach, FL.

INGBER, Blanche

KLEINMAN, Irving

To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituaries

Irving Kleinman, 87, passed away on December 16 at his home
in Boynton Beach, FL. Born in New York City, Irving graduat-
ed from the prestigious Bronx High School of Science and re-
ceived a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering degree in 1949
from the City College of New York. In 1950, he married the
former Gloria Poseman, who predeceased him, and had two
children, Larry (Sally) and Roni (Dan). Irving was a Professional
Engineer, and the founder of Irving Kleinman and Associates,
a consulting engineering firm. He held numerous leadership
positions in engineering societies and served his community
as an active member of his synagogue, and member and lat-
er President of the Plainedge, NY Board of Education. He and
Gloria moved to Florida, where he enjoyed bridge, tennis, golf
and traveling the world with friends. Irving was a devoted
grandfather, never tiring of bragging about the accomplish-
ments of his grandchildren, Carlie, Rebecca, and Jason. He is
also survived by his sister, Bernice Cherson. Contributions in
his memory may be made to the City College of New York.

KOHLBECKER, James R.
James R. Kohlbecker passed
away November 20, 2016 at
that the age of 88. He was born
September 11, 1928 in Illinois.
He was a veteran of World
War II and Korean and retired
from the US Marshall Service in
West Palm Beach. He was or-
dained minister with both the
Alliance of Divine Love and the
United Metaphysical Church.
He was a Pastor at the United
Metaphysical Church of the
Palm Beaches, West Palm Beach
and conducted a weekly Meditation class until his death. A
Celebration of Life Service will be held at 2:00PM on Sunday,
December 18, 2016 at Unity in the Pines, 6073 Summit Blvd.
West Palm Beach. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made
in his honor to the United Metaphysical Church of the Palm
Beaches, P.O. Box 17922, West Palm Beach, FL 33416

To express condolences and/or make donations: Visit PalmBeachPost.com/obituaries


	PB Post Lake Worth article p.1
	PB Post Lake Worth article

