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More Budget and Tax Legislation Introduced

Several new bills that deal with the state budget or reform of the state’s tax code were introduced this 
week. It is expected that the Senate will move forward to begin the budget adoption process for the 
2013-15 biennium within the next two weeks.

The Governor’s proposed budget was introduced in bill form in both the House and Senate this week. 
These bills are identical to the proposed budget presented last month by Governor McCrory. Both 
bills include appropriations to meet the Annual Retired Contribution Rate for the Teachers’ and State 
Employees’ Retirement System (TSERS) as well as an additional $36 million to fund a 1% COLA for 
retired teachers and state employees. These bills are:

Senate Bill 725: Governor’s Proposed Budget
(Primary Sponsors - Senators Brunstetter, Hunt, and Brown)

House Bill 974: Governor’s Proposed Budget
(Primary Sponsors – Reps. Dollar, Johnson, Holloway, and Burr)

 Bill Activity This Week

On Wednesday, the House Committee on State Personnel approved one bill of interest to retirees. 
This bill is summarized below.

House Bill 327: Fire and Rescue Pension Revisions of 2013
(Sponsors – Reps. Howard, Hager, Elmore, and Turner)

This bill makes a number of important changes to the law governing the North Carolina Firemen’s and 
Rescue Squad Workers’ Pension Fund, including the following: 

• Abolishes the six-member Board of Trustees and establishes a seven-member advisory panel.
• Places the Fund under the direction of the Board of Trustees of the Local Governmental Employees’

Retirement System.
• Establishes an annual 36-hour training threshold as an eligibility requirement for fire fighters who

participate in the Fund.
• Sets a deadline for the payment of monthly contributions to the Fund by eligible participants.
• Allows members with five or more years of service to withdraw from the Fund and receive a lump

sum payment.

HB 327 received a favorable report as amended and has been re-referred to the House Appropriations 
Committee.




