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By Pete Albero, SunSations team

Libraries  
For Kids

I
n 2018, Sun City Hilton Head resident Roy Austin was on an 
East African safari to see wild animals in their native habitat. 
This five-week trip also included cultural lessons with the 
East African people. While the safari was fascinating, Roy 
found himself developing a stronger connection to the 
people of Africa than to the animals. The people were warm, 
friendly, creative, very happy and enjoyed meeting travelers 
in their homes. It turned out to be one of those “ah-ha” 

moments in life, and it started Roy on a new adventure: how to 
supply African school children with books desperately needed for 
their education. 

It started when he visited a home in Zimbabwe, where the 
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Roy Austin with school 
children who have benefitted 
from the Libraries For Kids, 
International program.

Children sit at their desks in an African school. 
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mother, so proud that her son was going to school, showed Roy 
his neatly pressed uniform. Americans view going to school 
as a right and obligation, but it is not so in rural Kenya. The 
government does not build schools.  The community either builds 
one themselves or raises money to have it done. Each teacher 
receives $5.50 per student each year for books and supplies.

In Tanzania and Kenya, the Maasai are nomadic herdsmen, 
always on the move to bring their livestock to greener pastures. 
However, recognizing the importance of education, and since 
school buildings cannot move, they’ve established more 
permanent settlements. A downside is they must be gone 
with the herds for three to four weeks, living in makeshift 
surroundings, vulnerable to predators.

When a teacher said there was no library, but they would 
definitely like one, Roy thought, “Surely I could get books donated 
and shipped to the school.” Thus, Libraries For Kids, International 
was born, with a mission to help establish libraries for schools 
with limited or no internet access. The vision is to help rural 
schools in underdeveloped countries worldwide via donated 
books and funds. Contributions can be made through their 
website libraries4kids.org. Libraries for Kids International is a 
501 (c) (3) tax exempt organization.

It began in January 2019, with mailing one book to Kenya 
which was successfully delivered to its destination. This was a test 
of the international postal services, and the positive experience 
built the confidence to grow the program from that point. 
Shipping books to Africa is an affordable endeavor when mailed 
in bulk. Initially, Libraries for Kids shipped books in 35-pound 
boxes to 11 schools. Books have been successfully shipped to 
Nairobi, Kenya, Arusha, Tanzania and the school in the Kenya’s 
Amboseli National Park.  Additionally, money from donors 
has been sent to the Amboseli school to help them purchase 
textbooks to meet their specific educational needs. Libraries 
For Kids anticipates dual operations in both shipping books and 
collecting money from contributors for textbooks. 

Now, Libraries For Kids partners with BooksforAfrica.org to 
ship full containers, each of which can contain approximately 
22,000 books. Books for Africa has a huge inventory provided by 
organizations and philanthropies, from which selections can be 
made. They will pack full containers and ship them to the Libraries 
For Kids warehouse in Kenya. From there, local organizations in 
Africa help manage the distribution to individual schools.  

Roy and his organization have raised funds and committed 
to eight containers, which will serve 1,200 schools in the future. 
Shipments will take place over a period of time to allow for proper 
distribution. The COVID-19 crisis dramatically changed plans, with 
the last shipment for many months being made in March 2020. 
However, a full container was shipped in December 2020 and 
another in January. A total of eight containers will ship by late July.

Most of the titles sent overseas are reference books, although 
there are also story books, needed especially for the lower grades. 
The types of books sent are determined by requests from local 
teachers in Africa to supplement their prescribed textbooks. If all 
goes as planned, Libraries For Kids will ship more than 176,000 books 
this year, for use by schoolchildren in multiple African countries.

Libraries For Kids has a board of directors, with Roy Austin as 
the chairman. His background is in marketing and finance, but he 
is also the author of The Alligator Business Solution, written to give 
small businesses a competitive advantage. However, after the 
passing of his wife Sharon, Roy said he looks at Libraries for Kids 

as “God’s project,” opening doors for kids hungry for knowledge. 
Residents can find more information about this cause at www.
libraries4kids.org or by emailing libraries4kids@gmail.com. 

Above: Children show off  
their new encyclopedias. 

Right: Roy Austin stands 
among many books that  
will go to African elementary 
schools.

School children hold up a sign thanking 
Roy Austin for their book donations.
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