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Arts Impact  
 Voices from the Field Teacher Academy 2020 
www.arts-impact.org 

 
Overview 
Voices from the Field Teacher Academy 2020 provided culturally grounded, 
arts-infused training for middle school classroom teachers. The program is 
funded by the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction’s (OSPI) 
Migrant Education program. OSPI partners with Arts Impact to offer this 
program for teachers.  Up to 21 professional  development clock hours were 
available for this training. Information presented in this report was 
summarized, excerpted and compiled from teacher pre and post Academy 
surveys and daily reflections 6/22-6/29 and teaching artist mentor meetings. 
 
Twenty one middle school/junior high teachers from five Washington schools both east and west of the Cascade 
Mountains completed the Arts Impact’s 2020 Voices from the Field Arts Academy held virtually for the first time 
this year. Teachers in the Academy were a mix of returning and new to the VFTF program. The cohort included 
ELA, Math, Science, Social Studies, PE and ELL teachers.  The 2020 teacher cohort completing the Academy is 
comprised of nine year one, four year two, four year three, and four year four teachers. The Academy was 
taught live via ZOOM technology June 22nd through June 30th. An extensive Academy kit with supporting 
materials and resources was mailed to each participating teacher in advance of the training.  
 
Curriculum 
Each of the seven daily learning sessions opened with a 30 minute pedagogy presentation with Arts Impact 
Executive Director, Beverly Harding Buehler. Next, a 90 minute culturally grounded arts infused lesson was 
taught in Dance, Theater or Visual Arts by a VFTF Artist Mentor. Visual Arts lessons, because of their scope, were 
continued to an hour long afternoon session on the days they were presented. All curriculum this year is new, 
culturally grounded and developed especially for the Academy: It was created through the collaboration of VFTF 
teacher leaders, Arts Impact teaching artist mentors, and artists and educators from the Latinx community. 
 
Teacher Cohort 
The strong return rate of teachers to the program and the growth of the VFTF teacher cohort completing the 
Academy (from 14 last year to 21 this year) are significant. In two schools, the number of teachers in the cohort 
doubled. Teacher attendance for the seven days of the 2020 Academy was excellent. One teacher attended the 
first two days of the Academy and went on to other responsibilities. Only one teacher missed a full day and 
many teachers spent extra hours online with artist mentor, Gloria between morning and afternoon sessions . 
 

Teachers frequently expressed how much they appreciate the 
cohort of VFTF teachers. Accessing the collective knowledge of 
teachers from different schools, districts and regions serving 
migrant populations is an important benefit of the program. 
The critical thinking and collaborative work with different 
members of the cohort in ZOOM break-out sessions was also 
highly valued by teachers every day of the Academy. The 
sharing of professional experiences by teachers who helped 
develop the curriculum was especially powerful.  
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Artist Mentors 
Teaching Artist Mentors Ana María Campoy, Gloria Gonzáles García, and Jo Petroff have been constants in the 
program providing VFTF Summer Academy training for teachers and mentoring of teachers in their classrooms 
for the last four years. For returning teachers, there is already a strong relationship with artist mentors built on 
trust gained from prior academies and mentoring in the classroom. 
 
Virtual Learning 
In shifting to a distance learning format this year, artist mentors researched different 
methods and strategies, and gained skills with new technologies for teaching online. 
Implementing daily reflection surveys for teachers via Survey Monkey yielded instant 
compiled teacher feedback by the next day. This valuable information helped artist 
mentors shape/revise their approach day by day as the Academy unfolded.  
 
Academy kits received by teachers included all of the lesson plans and associated handouts in electronic and 
hard copy, all tools and materials required for visual arts lessons, and comprehensive PPTs supporting the visual 
arts lessons. Teachers were also provided with electronic self-assessment documents each day and links to 
relevant technique or content videos. 
 
Teachers expressed a desire to learn from Arts Impact’s methods teaching virtually as they look ahead to remote 
learning in their classroom in some form. Teachers consistently validated the way that the online virtual 
academy was structured, highly valued the break out collaborative group work and consistently praised the 
quality and relevance of resources presented: PPTs, photographs, videos, and texts. 
 
Teacher Expectations 
Across all levels of experience in the VFTF program, teachers expressed a desire to engage students more, gain 
greater confidence and independence teaching arts infused lessons, find more places to connect their content 
with the arts, and learn strategies to integrate the arts into their daily classroom practice. Teachers seek 
opportunities to empower students, close the achievement gap and teach culturally grounded lessons.  
Sampling of Responses to Pre-Academy Question  
 

What skills and knowledge do you hope to gain from the Academy? 

 Teaching Skills and working out of comfort zone. 

 How to incorporate art into my curriculum in a way that connects to students' culture to promote 
more student engagement. 

 Looking beyond the lessons taught, how can I independently start thinking of different ways to 
embed art in my units of study. 

 Each year I develop more confidence to go into the school year with an Arts Impact mindset. I 
am looking for more ideas and more confidence to continue this journey with my students. 

 I hope to gain additional art infused lessons to try in my classroom and network with other 
teachers who have implemented art infused lessons. I also hope to gain some experience in 
doing these art lessons online to possible try online if needed. 

 More engaging lessons for my students. 
 
Assessing Learning 
Arts Impact assesses teacher learning in the Academy with performance based assessments (PBAs), rubrics and 
self and peer reflection. Artist Mentors assessed teacher learning in the Academy using the assessment 
worksheets from each lesson plan. Teachers were also asked to self assess and submit their self assessment 
along with photos of their art, writing, or other evidence of learning. Artist mentors check for alignment by 
comparing their assessment worksheet with teacher self-assessments.  
 21 arts/art-infused concepts/targets were taught in the Academy: 

Dance 100% of teachers mastered five concepts/targets (5) 
Theater 100% of teachers mastered six concepts/targets (6) 
Visual Art 95% of teachers mastered nine concepts; 90% mastered one concept (10) 
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VFTF Teacher Academy Summer 2020: Presentations and Lessons 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6/22/2020 
Presentation: Arts Infusion with Beverly Harding Buehler 
Dance with Jo Petroff 
Lesson Title: Dancing Math Function Graphs 
Culturally Grounded Dance and Math Infused Lesson (Middle School) 
Authors: Luna Garcia, Debbie Gilbert, Joanne Petroff, Vicky Ramirez   
Authors of original lesson: Angel Almaguer, Omar Moreno, Vicky Ramirez, Joanne Petroff  
 

Enduring Understanding: 
The specific characteristics or behaviors of graphed functions can be demonstrated through movement 
and shapes.  
Lesson Description: 
Students show how to demonstrate these function graphs with shape and movement: linear function, 
exponential function, absolute function, and quadratic function. They create dances that use lines with 
shape and movement to show three different functions. 
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6/22 Sampling of Teacher Reflections on Learning 
Intentions: What is one commitment you would like to make based on your learning today? 

 Get out of my comfort zone and try new things. 

 Continue to be open to new learnings. 

 I would like to commit to implementing dance into my content area. 

 I would like to add more movement into my class each day. 

 Really liked and would probably use more of the brain dance to start my office days. 

 Using movement to infuse learning. 

 I would like to commit to integrating more of dance in explaining concepts in social studies. 
 

Learning: What was most engaging today? Why? 

• Its always engaging to create a dance with a group of people because everyone brings great ideas to 
the table.  

• The breakout rooms were engaging because we had to come up with a choreography as a group and 
perform the dance together.   

• The most engaging was collaborating with the other educators because we all bring in different 
Perspectives to the dance lesson and that gave me more ideas to differentiate for my student. 

• Break out groups were great. It was so fun to work with my small team in creating a dance. Full 
of collaborative energy. 

• It was all fabulous. I liked talking to the other teachers in the break out. It was nice to talk to 
members from last year and a new member. Loved the brain dance! 

 

Teaching: What is one experience you had today that will change your teaching practice? How?  

• Witnessing how dance can be incorporated in math, ELA and science. This will change my 
teaching because now I have an understanding that you can be creative with movement. 

• Remembering how much easier it is to remember concepts and vocab using physical 
movement.  

• Not to be afraid of trying new things even if it might feel uncomfortable. I would make my 
students feel like everything will be fine no matter what. 

• Explaining the rubric by going through the way students can achieve a 4.0 for the activity. 

• I will try to seek opportunities to integrate dance or simple movement into my daily lessons. 

• Truly when everyone is participating, no one is judging others. I feel more open to engaging in 
these activities with my class. 

• Using language with movement. 
 

Arts Infusion and Culturally Grounded Teaching  
Teachers rated their learning experience by responding to the following statements on a  
5 point scale ranging from Strongly Agree to Strongly Disagree. 

The training today deepened my understanding of arts infusion. 
13 Strongly Agreed / 9 Agreed  

 

The training today was culturally grounded. 
11 Strongly Agreed / 5 Agreed /6 Neutral  

 

Performance Based Assessments 
Artist Mentor Assessment 
Learning targets    Number/percentage  of teachers meeting assessment criteria 
Associates a specific graph line with each function.        22/22 (100%) 
Creates a dance that demonstrates the graph line for various functions.    22/22 (100%) 
Teacher Self Assessment 
21 teachers submitted completed self assessment forms/documentation of learning with 
100% alignment with artist mentor assessments.  
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___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6/23/2020  
Presentation: Culturally Grounded Teaching with Beverly Harding Buehler 
Theater with Ana Maria Campoy  
Lesson Title: Authentic Voice through Found Poetry 
Culturally Grounded Theater and ELA Infused Lesson (Middle School) 
Authors: Nora Nora Nuñez-Gonzalez and Ana María Campoy 
 

Enduring Understanding: 
Students can communicate effectively through writing and vocal expression.  
Lesson Description: 
In this theater and writing lesson, students will write an authentic “found poem” in response to the text. 
Students will then practice their vocal expression to help them better express their poems.  Students will 
also deepen their understanding as they collaborate as they perform their poems.   
 

Our Poem: 
Person 1: With Adelitas on the Front Lines with Bullets across their pecho,  
(start soft voice “whisper-like”) 
 

Person 2: Talking about what’s really going on in the streets,       
(buildup of voice) 
 

Person 3: Black, white and Brown bleeding together, on a day I’ll always remember 
(buildup of voice) 
 

Person 4: Cause my ability to breath is directly connected to my ability to see  
(buildup of voice) 
 

Person 1,2,3,4:  It’s not about me          
(repeated by all who cite the poem) 
 

Person 1,2,3,4: It’s about WE!      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_ 
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6/23 Sampling of Teacher Reflections on Learning 
Intentions: What is one commitment you would like to make based on your learning today? 

• Definitely incorporate voice lessons in my teaching in order to practice speaking and listening. 

• I like to teach and add culture to my lessons and this will add more student voice in my class. 

• Incorporate found poetry within community agreements/readings/poetry to support students 
voice and public speaking skills!  

• To teaching history about our people and incorporating arts. 
• Incorporating more culturally relevant material in my lessons. 

 

Learning: What was most engaging today? Why? 

• Break out session working with my small group. 
• I really enjoyed the videos of poems we heard. 
• I enjoyed everything but most of all I enjoyed working with my group to come up with our own 

rendition of the poem. 
• Watching the videos and breaking down the lyrics. 
• The fact that the material connected with me. 

• The most engaging was using our voices to add expression to our team poems. 
 

Teaching: What is one experience you had today that will change your teaching practice? How?  

• Simply looking at a line in the song lyrics that resonated with me. This is something that can be 
easily transferred with students. 

• I have wanted to use music/lyrics as texts in my classroom for a while. This reminded me of 
how powerful they can be. I am already making plans for next year. This experience reminded me of 
the importance of making efforts in every lesson to give students opportunities to make personal 
connections. 

• The texts we choose don't always have to make the reader comfortable. 
• One experience I had today that will change my teaching practice is taking a poem that is 

relevant to today's issues and letting the students take the lead on the activity. 
• The power of a shared experience and our individual reflections of what struck us emotionally 

was different and will be different for our students. Therefore, allowing student expression and 
individual voice will be so important! 

 

Arts Infusion and Culturally Grounded Teaching  
Teachers rated their learning experience by responding to the following statements on a  
5 point scale ranging from Strongly Agree to Strongly Disagree. 

The training today deepened my understanding of arts infusion. 
12 Strongly Agreed / 7 Agreed  

 

The training today was culturally grounded. 
19 Strongly Agreed  

 
Performance Based Assessments 
Artist Mentor Assessment 
Learning Targets    Number/percentage  of teachers meeting assessment criteria 
Engages in authentic writing.          22/22 (100%) 
Collaborates.           22/22 (100%) 
Presents a poem.          22/22 (100%) 
Communicates.           22/22 (100%) 
Teacher Self Assessment 
21 teachers submitted completed self assessment forms/documentation of learning with 
100% alignment with artist mentor assessments. 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6/24/2020 
Presentation: The Big Idea with Beverly Harding Buehler 
Visual Arts with Gloria Gonzáles García 
Lesson Title:  x—PRESSions—Printmaking as Math  

Culturally Grounded Visual Arts and Math Infused Lesson (Middle School) 
Authors: Gloria Gonzáles García and Meredith Essex  
Consultants: Maria Cuevas, Professor of Chicano Studies, Yakima Valley College and Vicky Ramirez. Inspired by 
Visual Art and Math Infused lessons created by Grandview Middle School Math teachers Vicky Ramirez, Omar 
Moreno and Angel Almaguer 
 

Enduring Understanding: 
 Visual art can communicate mathematical concepts. Mathematical operations, expressions, and 
practices can be represented in art and can be an essential part of making art.  
Lesson Description: 
In an exploratory project-based learning style process, teachers analyze how elements identified in 
traditional Latinx art forms and works by artists of Latinx and Native heritage convey math concepts. 
They also consider how math knowledge can be essential for artists in the design and creation of works 
of art, both traditional and contemporary. Using subtractive and additive relief printmaking techniques, 
teachers investigate how printmaking block/plate design matrices can be created with a variety of 
materials—carved relief in soft cut block material; drawing into scratchfoam plates; and 
attaching/collaging materials to create collagraph blocks/plates.  
 
Teachers explore printing their small relief blocks/plates independently and/or collaboratively—
analyzing and brainstorming how print compositions can express understanding of mathematical 
concepts. Next, teachers share experiences and findings and identify ideas to take back to their 
classrooms.  
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6/24 Sampling of Teacher Reflections on Learning 
Intentions: What is one commitment you would like to make based on your learning today? 

• I would commit to incorporating art into PE. 
• Look for the Big Ideas or concepts in math as I prepare for next year and include in my scope and 

sequence art infused lessons. Goal would be to complete at least one per quarter. 

• I would like to use this activity in my ELA class. I think it would be a great tie when using 
patterns and poems. 

• I may dig into the biography of an artist or have them discover one of the artists from the list. 

• Take a culturally grounded lens to every text or piece of content I talk about with teachers. 
 

Learning: What was most engaging today? Why? 

• Sharing our work with other participating teachers. I know it was technically outside of the 
official experience because we had a group text going for people from MV. But part of what I 
love about this experience is the social aspect. Gaining inspiration from others and helping 
each other through challenges is so necessary. We did do that to some extent over the Zoom. 

• The most engaging today was creating my print block because I was able to take from the 
examples shown and symbols given to create my own design. 

• Interacting with the materials and learning that there is no RIGHT way to do this. It's all a 
learning process. 

• The whole lesson is very engaging, because it is all hands on type of activities. 
 

Teaching: What is one experience you had today that will change your teaching practice? How?  

• Knowing that hard things are worth it. 

• I plan to draw heavily from Gloria’s PowerPoints and artist list. While viewing her slides, I was 
planning for all the ways I can incorporate art as text in my ELA classes. 

• One experience was the reminder of giving students choice to keep them engaged, we all had the 
same target to hit but with multiple different ways we could reach it. 

• Going slowly and practicing craftsmanship. Incorporating art that is political and culturally relevant. 

• I’m going to take time to showcase Latinx artists. 
 

Arts Infusion and Culturally Grounded Teaching  
Teachers rated their learning experience by responding to the following statements on a  
5 point scale ranging from Strongly Agree to Strongly Disagree. 

The training today deepened my understanding of arts infusion. 
14 Strongly Agreed / 4 Agreed/ 1 Neutral   

 

The training today was culturally grounded 
16 Strongly Agreed / 3 Agreed  

 

Performance Based Assessments 
Artist Mentor Assessment 
Learning Targets*    Number/percentage  of teachers meeting assessment criteria 
Explores traditional and contemporary Latinx artforms and discusses  
ways small relief print blocks could be printed to represent mathematical concepts.  20/21 (95%) 
Constructs multiple small relief print blocks/plates using subtractive and additive techniques. 20/21 (95%) 
Practices making clear impressions and intentionally manipulating ink quality in prints.  19/21 (90%) 
Practices critical thinking.           * 
Establishes guidelines for a Visual Arts/Math-Infused lesson plan that utilizes printmaking.  *  
*Targets dropped because of time constraints/ZOOM platform limitations 
Teacher Self Assessment 
19 teachers submitted completed self assessment forms/documentation of learning with 
100% alignment with artist mentor assessments  
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6/25/202 
Presentation: Learning Targets with Beverly Harding Buehler 
Dance with Jo Petroff 
Lesson Title: Sequence of Events through Dance/Sequencia de Eventos por Medio de un Baile 
Culturally Grounded Dance and ELA Infused Lesson (Middle School) 
Authors: Luna Garcia, Nora Nunez-González, Joanne Petroff, Debbie Gilbert  
Authors of original lesson: Nora Nunez-González with Joanne Petroff 
 

Enduring Understanding: 
Identifying important events in a novel and illustrating the actions through movement can show the plot 
(beginning, middle and end).  
Lesson Description: 
Telling a Story through Dance: Folklorico is dress, music, and movement that comes together in a 
performance of a dance. It is representative of the traditions, lives, and cultural richness of a region. 
Using all of these elements (music, dress, movement), folklorico is often used to convey to the audience 
a story or legend that is important to that specific region. You see this with the dance El Jabalí which 
tells the tale of an enchanted boar that flirts with the women of the town, or La Bruja which tells the 
story of a witch, or in several regions La Iguana in which the dancers mimic the movements of an iguana.  
 
In this reading and dance lesson, students will choose the beginning, middle, and end events of sections 
of a selected book/story. Each group creates a dance to show the sequence of the plot of their section. 
The groups combine their dances to represent the entire plot of the book. 
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6/25 Sampling of Teacher Reflections on Learning 
Intentions: What is one commitment you would like to make based on your learning today? 

• Today's lesson was very similar to one that I did with Jo last year. My commitment for next 
school year is to do this again outside of the mentorship with Jo. I am building my own 
confidence to be able to lead dance lessons./Incorporating dance and how it can build community! 

• Integrate Folklorico dance steps into a short story to help students identify important events 
within the text. 

• Keep working on setting time at the end of every lesson for students to self reflect on their progress 
on the learn target(s) for the day.  

• Integrating dance movement even though it challenges me and my comfort zone. I know this speaks 
volumes for my students. 

• I hate dancing to be honest but I commit to having a growth mindset about it. 
 

Learning: What was most engaging today? Why? 

• I really liked watching the folklorico video before we did our own choreography to see an 
example of how dance tells a story. It made me feel more confident in thinking about 
movements to portray the events in the book. 

• The most engaging was getting the meaning out of the text and making it into a dance. Very 
cultural and fitting for the population I work with. 

• Watching the video laid a good foundation for today's learning 

• The Encounter book. Remarkable and moving. 

• Creating the story board, I think this lesson was well taught and the example that Jo gave was 
a perfect start to our collaboration. 

• Collaborating with my colegas on making a story board and dance moves for our dance. 
 

Teaching: What is one experience you had today that will change your teaching practice? How?  

• I just have another affirmation of how rich the lessons are when we have time to discuss in 
groups and why this is important to allow students to discuss in small groups. 

• I loved identifying key concepts and representing them with shapes and movement. 
• I would like to use this in other lessons/units 
• Doing the Brain Dance for warming up our brains! 

• Encouraging my students to try something that might make them a little uncomfortable. 
 

Arts Infusion and Culturally Grounded Teaching  
Teachers rated their learning experience by responding to the following statements on a  
5 point scale ranging from Strongly Agree to Strongly Disagree. 

The training today deepened my understanding of arts infusion. 
10 Strongly Agreed / 6 Agreed  

 

The training today was culturally grounded. 
14 Strongly Agreed / 1 Agreed  

 

Performance Based Assessments 
Artist Mentor Assessment 
Learning targets    Number/percentage  of teachers meeting assessment criteria 
 Summarizes a section of the book.        20/20 (100%) 
 Choreographs and performs a sequence of events dance.    20/20 (100%) 
 Collaborates with others in performance.      20/20 (100%) 
Teacher Self Assessment 
18 teachers submitted completed self assessment forms/documentation of learning with 
99% alignment with artist mentor assessments  
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6/26/202 
Presentation: Writing an Arts Infused Lesson with Beverly Harding Buehler 
Theater with Ana Maria Campoy  
Lesson Title: Mathematical Tableaux 
Culturally Grounded Theater and Math Infused Lesson (Middle School) 
Authors:  Vicky Ramirez, Pedro Navejas, and Ana María Campoy 
 

Enduring Understanding: 
 Math is all around us in our everyday life. We can identify slope when presented through tableaux or 
imagery. We can use slope to explore artistic choices within tableaux. 
Lesson Description: 
Students watch video and identify how math concepts about slope are shown. They will look at images 
that show slope through engineering, art, and everyday life. They will explore how slope can help tell a 
story or create character. They use their faces and bodies in statues that show slope. They will create a 
tableau (frozen stage picture) that incorporates slope. They will learn about various important figures of 
Latinx history. They will use slope equations to chart the lives of various figures that they study. They 
will use math concepts in creating of their final tableaux of their historical figures’ life. 
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6/26 Sampling of Teacher Reflections on Learning  
Intentions: What is one commitment you would like to make based on your learning today? 

• Having students work in groups to come up with tableaux's 
I want to incorporate theatre in my Ell class first then try others! 

• Thinking of ways to add theater into my science lessons. 
• Incorporate rubrics for students to self assess. 

• One commitment I would like to make is to use Ana Maria's lesson in the future. 

• Include theater when reading about bios. 

• Incorporating more acting/theater representation in our vocabulary work and learning about 
Latinx leaders. 

• Use Latinx artists in my examples. 
 

Learning: What was most engaging today? Why? 

• Seeing the pics of actors and identifing the shapes AND breakout sessions. I can collaborate 
with my peers and try on these methods. 

• I really enjoy getting the opportunity to work with other teachers and going through the process 
of the lesson. I learn much more by participating in the lessons. 

• The most engaging today was being introduced to Latinx biographies. 

• The different stories of current Latinx figures. 

• The tableau work with groups!  

 

Teaching: What is one experience you had today that will change your teaching practice? How?  

• Incorporating the statue poses and emotions. 

• Noticing and understanding that methods of acting (tableaux) can be incorporated in all aspects 
of subjects. 

• One experience I had today is allowing students choice over making specific assigning. The 
tableaus for the same bios were all completely different. 

• I feel more confident with tableau now. I can see a teaching progression and how it can connect 
to my content area. 

• Just thinking about incorporating more acting and Latinx stories! 

• Pushing my students to be creative on Zoom! 
 

Arts Infusion and Culturally Grounded Teaching  
Teachers rated their learning experience by responding to the following statements on a  
5 point scale ranging from Strongly Agree to Strongly Disagree. 

The training today deepened my understanding of arts infusion. 
11 Strongly Agreed / 2 Agreed  

 

The training today was culturally grounded 
12 Strongly Agreed / 1 Agreed  

 

Performance Based Assessments 
Artist Mentor Assessment 
Learning targets    Number/percentage  of teachers meeting assessment criteria 
Transfers and equation from standard form to slope intercept form and shows it in tableau.  * 
Collaborates with others.          21/21 (100%) 
Thinks creatively.           21/21 (100%) 
*Target dropped because of time constraints     
Teacher Self Assessment 
21 teachers submitted completed self assessment forms/documentation of learning with 
100% alignment with artist mentor assessments.  



13 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6/29/2020 
Presentation: Assessment and Reflection with Beverly Harding Buehler 
Visual Arts with Gloria Gonzáles García 
Lesson Title:  Layers of Wisdom: The Powerful Visual Poetry of our Community 
Culturally Grounded Visual Arts and ELA Infused Lesson (Middle School) 
Authors: Gloria Gonzáles García and Meredith Essex  
Consultants:  Nora Nuñez-Gonzalez, ELA/SLA & HS Spanish Multilingual Teacher, Pedro Navejas-Rodriguez, 
Language Arts Teacher Maria Cuevas, Professor, Chicano Studies at Yakima Valley College 
 

Enduring Understanding: 
 Individual artworks composed of layered expressive marks, color and words can be combined into a 
larger art installation that conveys personal identity, culture and community. 
Lesson Description: 
 Students analyze the work of four contemporary artists of color with focus on how art can express 
identity and culture. Students then identify words and phrases from family/friend/self interviews, 
activities that explore cultural wealth and wisdom, and/or Latinx literature to incorporate in their art. 
Students expressively layer color and graffiti/calligraphy style pen and paint marks with selected text on 
a small wood hexagon panel. Last, they collaborate to group and arrange words/hexagonal individual 
artworks in a cohesive visual and written community composition. 
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6/29 Sampling of Teacher Reflections on Learning 
Intentions: What is one commitment you would like to make based on your learning today? 

• I commit to incorporating more communal/collaborative projects and learning opportunities. I 
love the idea that the final product is the collective combination of the individual works. 

• Have students complete art project depicting personal connection to artists. 

• Allowing students to express themselves through visual arts 

• Using texts that help students connect to their culture. 
 

Learning: What was most engaging today? Why? 

• I was most engaged when I was trying out different painting and lettering techniques on my own 
with Gloria and others sometimes sharing techniques and ideas in the background. 

• Playing around with colors and texture. 

• Learning about the different artists and hearing about what inspires their art pieces. 

• I loved this lesson, I really felt like I had a chance to work on something I understood and could 
explain to my students =) 

• EVERYTHING! It was fast paced, we saw lots of ideas, and most importantly, we got to put 
what matters to us in our own lives into this piece. I think that is important for our students to do. 

 

Teaching: What is one experience you had today that will change your teaching practice? How?  

• I am really trying to shift my mindset away from so much focus on the individual and towards to 
the community/collective. This activity helped me think about how we can always push past the 
individual product to create something even greater when we collaborate and combine our work. 

• I know we didn’t get to that part as a group, but that is what I am really looking forward to trying 
(the collaborative poem) with my classes. 

• Allowing myself the chance to just enjoy the process and a reminder that my students need that 
time as well. 

• Seeing numerous examples of my fellow teachers work because it showed me many 
methods/examples. It shows you can't mess up this piece. 

• Art can be based in text not just images! 
 

Arts Infusion and Culturally Grounded Teaching  
Teachers rated their learning experience by responding to the following statements on a  
5 point scale ranging from Strongly Agree to Strongly Disagree. 

The training today deepened my understanding of arts infusion. 
13 Strongly Agreed / 3 Agreed  

 

The training today was culturally grounded. 
13 Strongly Agreed / 3 Agreed  

 
Performance Based Assessments 
Artist Mentor Assessment 
Learning Targets    Number/percentage  of teachers meeting assessment criteria 
Analyzes art using critical thinking skills.        20/21 (95%) 
Selects a word or phrase that conveys identity and culture.     20/21 (95%) 
Explores mark making and paint application techniques.      20/21 (95%) 
Integrates selected words or phrases and painting techniques in individual composition.   20/21 (95%) 
Collaborates to make a unified community art installation.      * 
*Target dropped because of time constraints/ZOOM platform limitations 
Teacher Self Assessment 
18 teachers submitted completed self assessment forms/documentation of learning with 
100% alignment with artist mentor assessments.  
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___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6/30/2020 
Presentation: The Classroom Mentorship with Beverly Harding Buehler 
CLOSING CREATIVE PROCESS WORKSHOP 
Visual Arts with Gloria Gonzáles García 
Lesson Title:  Pocket Nicho  

Culturally Grounded Visual Arts and SEL Infused Lesson (Middle School and High School) 
Authors: Gloria Gonzáles García  
 

Enduring Understanding: 
 Personal meaning in art can be created through artistic choices. Arrangement of color, texture, shape, 
text, found objects and ephemera in mixed-media can express the unique identity of the artist. 
Lesson Description: 
Scholars explore art making and self-care. As a way to manage stress and build coping skills, scholars 
create a Pocket Nicho portable shrine, “charging” it with personal symbols, goals, and strategies. Using 
an “Altoids” tin, (cigar box, shadow box or up-cycled cardboard, frames) scholars create a mixed-media 
assemblage using paints, textiles, collaged ephemera, small found objects and personal mementos. 
Pocket Nichos have an interactive feature where symbols of priorities are attached to magnets and can 
be reorganized/repositioned on a magnetic background in response to the challenges of each day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Performance Based Assessments 
Artist Mentor Assessment 
Learning Targets    Number/percentage  of teachers meeting assessment criteria 
Creates art about self as a way to find life balance and provide self care.    20/21 (95%) 
Makes artistic choices that communicate self identity in a Pocket Nicho.     20/21 (95%) 
Uses and shares effective construction strategies.      20/21 (95%) 
Teacher Self Assessment 
17 teachers submitted completed self assessment forms/documentation of learning with 
100% alignment with artist mentor assessments. Collaboration criteria dropped because of platform constraints. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Responses to Learning 
Sampling of Teacher Responses to Post-Academy Survey Questions 
In reflecting on your experience at the close of the Academy, did you gain 
the skills and knowledge that you were hoping to attain? Please describe. 

• Yes I feel like I picked up some good information and ideas to 
incorporate into health and PE. For example, dancing using the 
linear lines, parabolas with the human body. With theater I 
liked the tableaux and for art we can use the hexagon and 
pocket nichos during a health unit. 

• Absolutely. I feel more confident about incorporating the art 
lessons in all of my units of study. I also understand that deep 
learning takes place with multiple in-ways into the 
content/concepts. 

• The visual arts is easier to find a way to incorporate the 
techniques with the sciences meaningfully, while still teaching 
science infused with art. However, I struggle with some of the 
others still, and would like to ask for more of science example 
lessons next year!  

• Yes, I acquired skills and knowledge that I will integrate into my Reading curriculum. 
• Yes! A lot of art skills that I always wanted to know about! I also learned and have ideas on how I 

would want to integrate these art skills in my lessons. 

• Yes, it was incredible. I really saw and experienced culturally grounding practice. Thank you so much. 
 

Arts Infusion 
What helped you most to build an understanding of arts infusion throughout the Academy? What created shifts 
in your thinking or was most impactful? 

• The number one thing that builds understanding is doing the projects yourself. 

• In Visual Arts, as I can see a million ways to have students show their understanding of science 
concepts this way. 

• I think the thing that helped the most was being able to discuss how each lesson can relate to 
different content areas. What had the most impact was sharing ideas with other teachers. 

• The hands-on experience with the mentor artist helped me get a better understanding of how I 
can easily incorporate many of the strategies learned through the academy. 

• I truly think the reflections via survey monkey at the end of the day helped me to reflect and 
build the understanding needed to take the arts and infuse them in my classroom next year. 
Also, having extra supplies will help me to continue to practice over the remainder of the 
summer. 

• Definitely the modeling of the teachers of the activities and the mini reviews from Beverly on the 
pedagogy and then seeing those within the lessons. Having the lesson plans printed out and 
referred to was also helpful! 

• Beverly's information at the beginning of every day was helpful in understanding, this is my 4th 
year but there was new connections I was able to make. I loved the Latinx addition to the 
lessons, it lead me to new research on new artists. 

• Each time we had the opportunity to build or create art or participate in the lesson it helped me 
understand how it applies to my classroom as well as myself as a learner. 
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How will you use arts-infused teaching to support ELA, Math, and/or ELL learning in your classroom? 

• It helped me see that ART can be infused in any curriculum or subject area 

• I plan to use arts infused lessons to assess my students: show me how you feel....draw what 
you are thinking, create what Is most important from the lesson that we just learner, 
demonstrate that through a tik tok video.... arts infusion allows for different ways to teach but 
also various ways to assess. Arts infused lessons and assessment allow for student voice/choice. 

• I will use the arts infused teaching to support English language development by using culturally 
grounded arts to inspire students. 

• The strategies presented will help me make culturally relevant lessons that will help to impact 
learning and student engagement. 

• I will continue to use the Arts Infused with math, specifically the lessons covered in the PD this 
year.  

• I think incorporating the nicho would be great! Especially when it’s day of the dead kids could 
create a little alter that they would want to use to honor their loved ones. Or something that 
reflects their identity. 

• As a literacy coach I will be supporting our team in implementing this into our curriculum. 

• I plan to complete an art piece along side each major writing project I do next school year! 

• I will be working with content teachers this year to bring the arts to their students. I want to 
collaborate with other teachers. 

 
If you teach another subject area such as History or Science, what have you learned in the Academy that can be 
applied to or translated into your content area? 

• I'm a science teacher, but we do have a lot of science Vocabulary, so perhaps making visual 
representations of new vocabulary words. Maybe poses or gestures as well! 

• Dance and Theater present a unique challenge but I have learned lots of techniques over the last 
couple of years to help. I love the Brain dance, I use it to let my students get up and move 
and have a chance to get some energy out. The 
theater lesson we put together my first year 
was awesome to teach part of our Ecosystems unit. 
Visual arts lends itself a little easier to Science but I 
have learned how to add all of it to my Science 
classroom. 

 I teach social studies but I can see how a lot this 
can translate to daily lessons. For example the 
layers of wisdom could about a concept or theme 
that we are learning in class.  

• I’m teaching social studies for the first time and I 
can teach a lot of cultural understanding with these 
lessons. I know it will help my multilingual students 
visualize key concepts.  

• I do not teach History or Science, but next year I will 
be teaching AVID and I can definitely take some of 
the lessons and incorporate into my AVID class, 
especially the Pocket Nicho lesson. 

• I am contracted to teach math, but I am already 
thinking of how I can collaborate with other 
content teachers to create interdisciplinary lessons.  
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Culturally Grounded Teaching 
What shifts in your thinking about culturally responsive teaching 
occurred as a result of the Academy? 

• When we read about the different artists in ELA and 
visual arts and I liked how the material related to their 
culture. That shifted my thinking.  

• There are layered facets to cultural responsiveness. 
Making blanket assumptions undermines success. 

• As a Social Studies teacher and anthropologist I feel that 
I always try to stay culturally responsive to my students, 
this opportunity filled my toolbox with how to 
incorporate art and culture as an assessment. 

• I understand the need to make every lesson culturally 
responsive and it will ultimately help meto make lessons 
more engaging. 

• I think the unprecedented events that are happening in the world and how we had to learn virtually 
this year. Culture, race, and unity are areas that students will be able to relate to being part of these 
historic events.   

• How art and expression can be a part of our everyday lives. How art can help you express your 
thoughts and understanding. It’s great for kids that struggle with reading or writing this is a way 
for them to show their thinking! 

• I feel like I’m less afraid to help my students explore their personal culture. I didn’t have a lot of 
Latin American History knowledge, these lessons taught me a lot of history and cultural Practices. 

• We need to offer a more culturally rich curriculum. The easiest way to begin this is by providing 
stories, articles, activities that allow for cultural richness. Students need to be able to relate to and 
celebrate their cultures. 

 

What culturally responsive teaching practices and strategies from 
the academy will you be bringing into your classroom?  

• I want students to know more of the Chicano Artists. 

• Bev modeled humbleness and gratefulness as she 
expressed how she appreciated the 
Duwamish people and the rich culture, traditions and 
culture. I feel that this is important for me 
to model with my students. I am thankful for the rich 
cultural heritage of the Yakama Nation and 
the rich and varied traditions of my students who 
originate from a variety of Latin countries. 

• I'm thinking since we will most likely be online, the 
supplies to do the Tins would be a great way 
to get to know students to build relationships. So would dancing! Students could learn to use 
Screencastify while making a dance that represents them. Or, the (nicho) tins for students to show 
me who they are, including culture. Perhaps adding an aspect, like we did for the painting the 
wood, where students talk to parents and family to help inspire them. I'd love to have that family 
connection with our students and school. 

 I think this training showed me excellent examples of culturally grounded lessons and that I can 
always improve on my lessons to be more culturally grounded. I will work hard to incorporate 
this into all my lesson plans! 

• I’m really going to focus on bringing my students cultural identity into their assignments. 
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Fostering a Place of Learning   
What did you learn in the Academy that you think will benefit  
your daily teaching practice the most?  

• Everything was helpful. 

• My daily teaching will be enhanced by following the lesson 
plan, reflection, and assessment planning format. 

• I really like the positiveness the staff at the academy bring, 
especially Gloria. I want to have that 
mindset, nothing is perfect but a work in a progress. 

• Bringing diversity in the classroom. Not only from one 
culture background but from many: Mainly Latin culture 
since most of my students are Hispanic. 

• Time management and organization. The past week and a half were so well planned, organized 
and implemented and contributed to the success of the program. 

• I learned how to utilize Zoom better with student collaborating and sharing, for example 
students using settings to help the entire class focus on one specific group. Also having 
students self assess in meeting targets and criteria where it is specific to a concept and not the 
quality of the work. 

• I have and continue to learn what it is like to be a student. I struggle through the artistic process 
but in doing that I have learned how my students feel about learning new things. It has made 
me more sympathetic to how kids feel when they don't think they can learn something. It has 
allowed me to explain that part of the process in learning something new is to struggle and 
perseverance is a very important part of moving forward and growing. 

• Detailed lesson planning with infused skills and concepts! 

• Making sure I give my students time to discuss things in small breakout groups. 

• What do you want them to know, What should they be able to do, Who do you want them to 
be? I loved this as my frame when planning a lesson. 

• Beverly's daily presentations about cultural responsive teaching are going to benefit me the 
most in my thinking and philosophy of teaching. I will carry with me (in the back of my mind) the 
idea of always including cultural richness to my lesson planning. This I can take to my daily 
teaching practices.  

 
What did you learn in the Academy that can help you build community in your classroom? 

• I think the sharing of our work and explaining why we chose certain things. Taking risks. 

• Each child has a wealth of life, and experiences to bring. Encouraging each student to find his 
and her voice without judgment will help me build an affirming classroom community. 

• I feel like the idea of creating a safe space was highlighted through out the Academy's lessons. 

• The pieces that I was able to create will help me share parts of my own identity with my 
students. In turn they get to know me and then I’ll get to know them. 

• I learned ways to have kids share who they are by using the visual arts or through dance and 
theater or all three. 

• I think just sharing my Mexican heritage has been a positive way to connect with my students. 

• I learned how to share out individual art techniques with one another. It helped it to feel like a 
collaborative environment. 

• I loved how the zoom classes were ran since I am sure that we will be online at first. 

• So much...the importance of collaborating to build ideas and to work together when the work is 
challenging. Also, the poem called "In Lak'ech" is going to become my class norm for next year. 
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Engagement 
Based on your own learning in the Academy, what were the key experiences that engaged you in learning? 

• First, reframing my thinking about myself helped engage me in learning. It has taken some time 
but I now see myself as an actor. I am still working on seeing myself as a dancer. 

• The key experience that engaged me in learning was the ability to collaborate with other 
educators and the sharing of our creations. 

• The key experience that engaged my learning was the patience Gloria had during our art 
activities. I really liked the Nicho activity and would like to use that in my ELA class.  

• I think that lesson really emphasizes real life. 

• Seeing the examples/modeling of the teachers and having time to practice/act/dance with a 
small group or just time to work on the projects with the instructor available to answer questions 
was very helpful. 

• Having collegial conversations really helped to ground my understanding of what we did every 
day. 

• The hands on/movement infused learning experiences. Each experience was different, and I 
think that continued to hold engagement. 

 
What did learning in the arts teach you about perseverance, collaboration and cultivating a growth mindset? 

• These lessons taught me that there are many ways in which I as a teacher can teach my ELL 
students with lessons that are of high interest and culturally relevant. These types of lessons 
will have greater impact. 

• It taught me to always strive and learn new ideas and to overcome stepping out of my comfort 
zone. When collaborating it was important and good to get ideas from other members in the 
group, and just having that mentality of try the best you can and improve. 

• That a great teacher is one that fosters those characteristics in their students, so that they are 
prepared for academics to be academically successful and to prepare them to be a positive 
global citizen. 

• It is important to teach students to have a growth mindset and to persevere daily as they 
struggle with all the negativity in the world. 

• In perseverance, I learned that it is okay to start with an idea an end with something different. 

• Art is an evolving process and there are not mistakes therefore it cultivates a growth mindset. 

• I really liked that we were able to go to the breakout rooms and work together. As my first year, 

• I really was not sure what to expect with the breakout rooms, but everyone was so friendly and 
opened the door for sharing without feeling insecure. 

• Collaboration takes active listening, pausing and self reflection. 

• I learned to persevere when it took a few tries to get a new art technique correct. I learned to share 
ideas with my small group. I learned that with each new lesson I had a chance to learn and get better 
the next day. 
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Engaging Family and Community 
Did you share your learning with your own friends, family or community members during the Academy? Please 
describe.  

• Yes. I posted my projects on facebook because I wanted to share my works of art with my 
family. I had to explain what the art meant and everyone thought they were great! 

• Yes, I shared with friends I have the opportunity to be part of this amazing experience. 

• Yes I shared with my girlfriend and my family what I have been working on all week and these 
last two days during the academy. I showed them my dance, tableaux and art creations. 

• Yes, I shared with my family. They were excited about what I was working on. I also plan to 
share what I learned with other teachers at my school 

• Of course I shared my learning with everyone possible. Later this week I will be joining a group 
of students at a Wenatchee migrant camp and try an activity, my sisters and I have a Nicho 
making weekend we have already planned for, and I shared my learning at our PAC meeting 
last week. 

• I had my youngest son participate in the visual arts lessons (thank you so much for the 
additional art supplies), he had fun watching me dance and act also. I shared my finished work 
with my family 

• Yes, I shared all of my lessons with my peers and how they related to life. 

• I haven’t yet, but I plan to show the art I made to my mom. Because the art was so tied to family 
values I found myself thinking a lot about her and my family while making it. I was a really 
positive experience for me! 

• My family has been with me the entire time. Laughing at me, praising me, asking questions 
about what I am doing. My daughter who is in college will be doing some of the activities with 
me after the training is over. 

 

Share an idea for connecting your student’s families with arts infused learning in your classroom. 

• I was thinking we can have a night where they made their 
own Nichos. 

• In my grade level teams we talked about students creating 
a website to house/highlight all their 
work (Reading, Writing, and Art) in middle school. 

• I loved Gloria's art project where we were to get little 
pieces and family sayings to infuse in our art. This will 
connect school, to students, to their families. 

• One idea is to have students' family create part of the 
project or be a part of the project in some 
way as a part of the rubric. 

• I think having students ask their families to share who 
they are, where they come from, culture, 
religion and any other important parts allows students to 
connect to their heritage and family. Providing students 
with questions they could ask would allow that connection 
to take place also 

• I like the idea of the cultural wealth wheel and having 
students focus on one aspect and talking with their 
families and creating a class cultural wheel where we share and add details from all 
our families onto the wheel and incorporating the consejos hexagon art project with this! 

• Bringing in stories from home, music and dance. 
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Sharing Learning 
What will you share about your Academy experience with colleagues at your school? 

• I will not share much, but rather invite them to see my students 
in action. 

• I’m sharing all of these awesome math lessons with my 
colleagues who teach math. I already texted pictures and a 
sneak peak to a few and they were excited to learn more. 

• I am committed to integrating the strategies I learned today into 
my ELA Reading class. I can support math concepts when they 
are teaching graphing in the upcoming year. 

• I would like to work with the math department to integrate 
these concepts into our daily lessons so students receive 
repetition of concepts. 

• I will collaborate with other teachers in my PLC learning 
communities so they too can use some of our art infused lessons 
to help our students understanding of lessons in a more fun 
manner. 

• I will definitely share the lessons, experience and website (and 
honestly already have). 

• I will share how awesome it is to learn along with other 
educators and mentor artists. I will share the lessons shared and collaborate with anyone interested 
in trying out a lesson. 

• I will share that the experience was eye-opening. There were so many Latinx artists that I had 
not heard of. I could even share some of the work with our Art teacher. 

• How awesome it was!! How it’s perfect for where middle schoolers are at development wise. 

• I will share that they need to be a part of the Academy. It really broadens your thinking and can help 
to build engagement in your classroom and strong connections with your students. 

 
Program Delivery 
Teachers 
Teachers rated their experience in the academy by responding to the following statements on a 5 point scale 
ranging from Strongly Agree to Strongly Disagree. 

Communication about the structure of the Voices of the Field Academy was clear. 
14 Strongly Agreed / 5 Agreed  
 

The materials and resources provided well supported my learning in the Academy. 
17 Strongly Agreed / 1 Agreed/1 Neutral  
 

The Academy schedule allowed enough time for each lesson. 
6 Strongly Agreed / 9 Agreed / 4 Disagreed 

 

The artist mentors and staff were well prepared and responsive. 
15 Strongly Agreed/ 4 Agreed  
 

The structure and format of online learning for the academy was effective. 
11 Strongly Agreed/ 7 Agreed/1 Neutral  
 

I feel prepared to teach lessons or parts of lessons from the academy in my classroom. (Art supplies for 
students will be provided) 

12 Strongly Agreed/ 5 Agreed/ 1 Neutral /1 Disagree 
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Teachers consistently praised how well planned and balanced the Academy was and how supportive, 
passionate, and prepared all artist mentors and Arts Impact staff were. Teacher attendance was excellent in 
both morning and afternoon sessions on the visual arts days.  
 
Teacher responses to distance learning were overwhelmingly positive and enthusiastic. Teachers consistently 
expressed appreciation for the format and delivery of the Virtual Academy using  ZOOM video conferencing. 
They felt that experiencing the Academy through distance learning will help them navigate their own distance 
teaching in the near future.  
 
Teachers suggested a ZOOM training to optimize available tools and 
strategies at the start of future virtual academies. Teachers learned from 
the different ways that the artist mentors presented on ZOOM such as 
Gloria’s set up with camera over desk for visual arts demonstrations and 
Ana Maria’s guidance in setting up ZOOM for performing tableaux.  
 
Teachers appreciated the generous kit supporting the Academy with art 
tools and materials, lesson plans and resources in hard copy and flash drive 
provided. Some teachers struggled with the visual art materials, especially if 
they did not access and complete the materials prep/preview videos in 
advance of the lesson. One teacher thought the kit seemed disorganized.  
 
The morning pedagogy sessions deepened understanding for returning teachers, and helped new teachers make 
connections to content during the following lesson each day. Hands on learning, collaboration, and group 
breakout sessions were meaningful and highly valued by teachers across all lessons. The fact that Academy 
lessons were all developed with the input of teachers within the cohort made the lessons and conversations 
around them even more engaging. Daily reflection practice helped teachers connect learning with their future 
teaching. Teachers also shared intentions of adopting performance based assessment practices. 
 
The focus on culturally responsive teaching was transformative for teachers. They also requested culturally 
responsive lessons relating to students of color (in addition to Latinx), LGBTQ and other nationalities. Teachers 
felt the strength and relevance of art examples in all arts disciplines especially inspired them to bring Latinx art 
into their classroom. Teachers also  requested Science infused Academy lessons and more Academy time with 
artist mentors to explore transfer of knowledge/concepts of daily lessons into teaching other content areas. One 
teacher wondered about cultural appropriation of incorporating Aztec or Mayan glyphs in visual arts. 
 
Teachers consistently felt they needed more time in break out collaborative groups to spend analyzing and 
talking about art or collaboratively creating art. The morning session often ran late, which was stressful for some 
teachers who had other meetings or classes that they were attending on the same days of the Academy. One 
teacher acknowledged that two hours of ZOOM is a reasonable maximum length for a session. Teachers needed 
extra time to complete the technique intensive visual arts lessons (and a few teachers felt like they fell behind).  
The afternoon visual arts sessions were just as well attended as the morning sessions, with Gloria staying on line 
all afternoon between scheduled class times to help any who needed it. Many teachers praised her patience. 
 
The cohort is deeply bonded through growing and taking risks together. Teachers requested opportunities to 
meet with other cohort teachers in their content area. They loved the collegial friendship and camaraderie that 
the Academy cultivates and suggested structured social times (Happy Hours) and connection via other 
networking platforms beyond the ZOOM meetings. VFTF teachers have created a teaching and learning 
community that is growing. Teachers are proudly and enthusiastically sharing their learning with colleagues. 
Family members participated at home alongside teachers, and teachers shared their learning with partners, 
friends, children, and parents. Teachers appreciate the generous art materials kits enabling them to explore the 
lessons further with their friends and family. 
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Teaching Artist Mentors 
Artist mentors felt deeply supported by Arts Impact staff in the 
planning and delivery of the Academy. Changing from an in 
person learning curriculum to a distance learning format 
required adaptation of the lessons in different ways. 
 
 Artist mentors, as they ventured into this new distance 
learning territory wondered if the energy of past VFTF 
Academies could be generated in this teaching format. They 
were pleased at the teacher’s willingness to use this medium 
and show such a positive attitude about it. They also 
appreciated how expertly Meg Hannan, Arts Impact Program 
Manager, facilitated the use of ZOOM technology.  
 
In teacher daily reflections, there was a request for more formative assessments in lessons. Artist mentor 
discussion centered around the potential and limitations of the tools available in the ZOOM platform. Artist 
mentor Jo Petroff suggested an instant polling strategy on ZOOM (seen in practice within other distance learning 
classes) for “in the moment” feedback from teachers. This could move the learning process along in facilitating 
checking for understanding, inviting greater engagement and motivating students to be present in the learning.  
 
Jo also felt that there were missed opportunities for family and cultural connections in the Story Sequence 
Dance lesson. If there was more time, they could choreograph a dance based on an assigned text, and then they 
could go on to tell a family story and choreograph a dance about that. Dedicated time with teachers to expand, 
differentiate and transfer lesson concepts to other content areas could support going deeper culturally also. 
 
Ana Maria Campoy, struggled with identifying Latinx theater examples to share with students since there is not 
much material out there. Latinx theater companies addressing cultural issues in performance videos are needed! 
California Migrant Education, Podcasts, and Theater of the Oppressed were discussed as resources-Also 
consulting with VFTF Alumni/Curriculum Consultant Pedro Navejas-Rodriguez (who currently lives in California).   
 
Ana Maria felt that she needed significantly more time to present the lessons. She also expressed concern over 
the training being “active” enough and was pleasantly surprised by teacher responses. She also talked about 
how the students that comprised the youth portion of the VFTF Academy camp in prior years, have benefited so 
much from their teachers joining them in workshops and camp activities. Also the teachers seeing this growth in 
students through the arts has been powerful and inspiring in their own teaching practice. She wonders if student 
and teacher virtual Academies could be somehow linked to cultivate the kind of dynamic energy that the in- 
person camp fosters between teachers, and students and teachers. Social times and platforms for teacher 
interaction should be structured into the Academy, also more time to deconstruct and debrief each day’s lesson. 
 
Gloria noted how it takes intentionality, time and space to plan and teach culturally grounded lessons.  
She stayed online between morning and afternoon sessions helping teachers. There were challenges in tracking 
visual art in progress as students work on it because of limitations of the ZOOM platform. 
Gloria also found tracking teacher self assessments and evidence of teacher learning (photos of art) 
overwhelming. Systems/apps that have a digital portfolio upload feature would greatly streamline this process. 
Each student’s work in one place would be optimum for artist mentor and teacher self assessment purposes.  
 
Also more support/time/emphasis on setting up materials before VA lesson starts would support success. 
Gloria worried that there would be resistance to coming back in the afternoons for teachers, but everyone was 
engaged and present.  In the last minutes of the Academy on June 30th, teachers shared and talked about their 
Nicho. When asked why they were still there, they said “we want to be with each other and see each other’s 
art”. Arts Impact did not offer a traditional closing activity, so everyone quietly saying good bye marked the end. 
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VFTF 2020 Academy Recommendations: 
Technology/Systems 

 Provide ZOOM technology training to optimize experience/access to tools for all teacher participants:  
Focus on pinning, muting, breakouts, managing virtual classroom. 

 Implement and a strategy/tool  for formative assessment polling during ZOOM classes. 

 Establish individual digital portfolio upload system to collate/organize teacher evidence of learning and 
self assessments.  

 Utilize Survey Monkey technology for daily reflection pre/post surveys. Share results with artist mentors 
and staff daily. Provide incentives for survey completion. 

 Clearly articulate difference between role of surveys (responses to learning/program evaluation) and 
self assessments (measure of teacher learning relative to learning targets). 

 Offer a sanctioned social media platform for teacher sharing beyond the ZOOM chat meetings that artist 
mentors can participate in. 

 Provide artist mentor training and time for practice in using ZOOM, polling and digital portfolio upload 
technologies. 

 
Time/Materials/ Schedule 

 Support Teacher readiness in helping them navigate use of Academy kit materials and resources: 
Provide step by step guide/ instruction/videos and targeted communications. 

 Adhere more strictly to the established schedule (and not run over designated instructional time). 

 Add more hours to the Academy Structure: Consider a 2 hour morning and 1-2 hour afternoon session 
for all seven days or other schedule that provides that much more instructional time. 

o Provide more instructional time in all arts disciplines. 
o Support the depth of lessons being taught with time for all teachers to collectively strategize 

application in their classroom as a whole group with guidance from artist mentors.  
o Create and facilitate opportunities for content area (math, ELA, science) teacher groups to have 

content-based reflection/planning with artist mentors. 
o Build in more time in breakout sessions for critical thinking, creative process. 
o Provide more time to explore resource texts, videos, ppts within the structure of the Academy. 

 Provide an Academy closing event and provide a preview of next opportunities for the cohort to come 
together. 

 
Cohort/Community Building 

 Build ZOOM Happy Hours each day for teachers to connect beyond the 
instructional time of the Academy each day. 

 Provide Fall “Welcome Back” Happy Hours for teacher cohort before the 
school year starts: Offer one in each arts discipline to support teachers in 
gearing up for their school year mentorships. 

 Identify ways that students and teachers can interact and experience 
some of the benefits of in-person camp in a virtual setting. 

 Build avenues for teachers and students in VFTF Virtual Academies to 
connect and support each other.  

 
Additional Support 

 Provide artist mentors with opportunities for collegial conversations about teaching and learning.   

 Provide artist mentor training in using current distance learning technologies.  

 Implement peer coaching/support protocols for teaching artist mentors when they encounter issues. 

 Provide deeper culturally responsive training on issues of micro-aggressions and cultural appropriation 
for teachers and artist mentors.  


