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And What a Summer it Was! 
 

Mother Nature smiled upon us in the Summer and Fall of this waning year.  
Labor Day weekend events were blessed by sunshine and moderate 
temperatures.   
 
On Sunday, September 5th, the water once again resonated with sound as 
the second annual Rock the Docks event brought music fans to the 
shoreline.  Performers such as St. Paradise Steel Drum Band, Shreddie and 
the Dock Rockers, Annalee & the Lucky So and Sos, August West & Friends, 
Repeat Offenders and solo performances like Braden Struble, entertained 
from dock sites starting at 1:00 pm and going into the night.  We were 
happy to welcome the food truck from Barbwire Barbeque as they dished up 
savory, Midwest favorites from their location at the marina.  A very special 
thanks to our neighbors who generously sponsored bands at their dock 
sites, and especially Suzie Townley for her energy and her love for the lake.    
 

 
 
The following morning, on Labor Day, paddles beat the water in friendly 
competition at the annual kayak run, lovingly named The Duckweed Dodge!   
Our friendly frenzy is attracting the attention of many competitive water-
lovers from all over the Greater Kansas City area as we welcomed new faces 
to the race.  The variety of organic watercraft in the contest added texture 
and color to the event as well.   
 
Many thanks to Melinda Broward for organized the event with the help of   
   
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paradise Steel 
Drum Band performs 
in Pirate's Cove at the 
annual Rock the 
Docks on September 
5th.  Photo by Sandy 
Adams. 



a terrific committee of volunteers including Greta Jahraus, Sandy Adams, Shawnna Steele and Leslie Hind.  Also, our 
pylon boat operators, Mike and Susan Rankin, and Scott and Mary Burnett need to be thanked.  We have great 
appreciation for our medical rescue boat personnel, 
fire fighter Bob Kerr and Linda Sladish, RN.  Todd 
and Debbie Chappell, and Lynn Hickman did a 
terrific job judging with Captain Dave Young at the 
helm of the committee boat.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A huge thank you also needs to go out to the many 
volunteers who showed up the week prior of the big event 
to groom the marina.  The weed whacking, trash pick-up, 

mowing, trimming and brush removal made a huge difference to our marina, spillway and dam.  Melinda Broward also 
organized a group to do the same at the fishing point near 159th Street on the east side.  These are beautiful places that are 
not always appreciated by our visitors.  The love we lavish on these spots makes a huge difference, and a strong 
statement.   

October 9th was a big day for GLA.  The morning started with the semi-annual general membership meeting at the 
Gardner Senior Center at 9:00 am.  The brief meeting covered a lot of information at the well-attended event.  The 
minutes to that meeting have been posted on the lake's website at www.gardnerlake.info.   

Saturday evening marked the 3rd annual Chili Cookoff fund raising event.  A dozen chefs competed in two distinct 
categories:  Best tasting chili and best presentation.  A $10 gate fee bought five tokens to place in the collection jars in 
front of each tasting station as a means of voting.  Additional tokens could be purchased for $1.00 each.   

 

The kayak race is an annual event for the Hind 
family.  Leslie and Jordan compete with their 
adorable daughters, River and Juneau.   

Local participants welcome competitors from off the 
lake.  A variety of organic watercraft, such as paddle 
boards and canoes, made for great spectator sport as 
well.  

Congratulations to all the winners and a hearty 
'thank you' to all participants.  

Thank you also, Sandy Adams, for the great photos. 

These terrific photos were contributed by Sandy 
Adams.    
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Despite unseasonably warm 
temperatures, the endless variety of 
chili was enjoyed by all, and the 
voting was close.  Carie Lawrence, 
pictured above, accepts the first prize 
apron from event coordinator, 
Melinda Broward.  Her enchilada 
chili was amazing!  Judging was 
difficult with Carrie Lewis taking 
second and Billy Pflumm snatching 
third place with a smoked brisket 
variety. The event, held at the 
historic park below the dam, was 
attended by about 50 lake residents.  

 

 

 

Our annual Holiday Lighting Contest is taking a new, high-tech twist this season.  Lake residents are being asked to vote 
their choices on our Facebook page, Gardner Lake Neighbors.  In December, post a picture of your nominations, 
including the approximate lake road location and any compelling remarks. Prizes will be awarded by the GLA and 
delivered after the first of the year.  Good luck, and put your residential bling on!!  You may wish to take it to the water.  
Maybe decorate your docks?  Think outside the gift box.  

 

 

Left: Carrie Lewis, AKA Wilma Flintstone, 
flaunts her "Yabba Dabba Chili."  Below:  
Mary Burnett, "Best Presentation" winner, 
poses with Gwen Honeyman in front of a  
witch’s caldron at her highly-decorated table.   

The Gardner Lake Association would like to gratefully acknowledge the City of Gardner for their recent improvements at the 
historic park below the dam.  A beautiful, native stone barrier now holds back dirt and gravel from washing over the floor of the 
pavilion.  The addition of a large, poured concrete pad adjacent to the structure improves the drainage issue as well and almost 
doubling the available square footage of the outdoor event venue.    
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Grass Carp Update 
Our 2021 grass carp campaign, organized and executed by Leslie Hind, GLA treasurer, has proved a huge success.  
Recent sightings of these hungry vegetarians reveal that they have doubled in size, and are accomplishing their mission.  
Our summer aquatic weed problem was dramatically improved by late summer of this year and should get progressively 
better over the next few years.  As they eat, they will increase in size to up to 4-5 feet in length.  Although the state only 
stocks game fish in our lakes, Lucas Kowalewski from the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks, has volunteered to 
introduce another 500 sterile grass carp next year to match our efforts.  This should bring our grass carp population to a 
number appropriate to our size lake.  Thank you, Leslie and Lucas, and all the folks who donated to the project.  

 

mmmmmmmmmmMee The  

 

 

 

Meet our Newest Board Members 
Greta Jahraus is a newcomer to the lake bringing 
creative skills and lots of energy.  She will lend her 
talents to Melinda Broward, our special events 
coordinator.  She, and husband Fred, own a house 
on Pirate's Cove that they purchased two years ago.   

Mike Rankin has also joined forces to advance 
lake issues.  Mike has generously volunteered to be the membership director.  In his position, Mike will manage our 
mailing list and promote membership.  If you have friends or neighbors who are not receiving the emails, please send their 
contact information to Mike at gardnerlakegla@gmail.com.  Mike, and wife Susan, have lived on Lake Road 4 for three 
years now. 

Buy your holiday gifts from the Gardner Lake 
Associations.  Many great varieties of T-
shirts, and now sweat shirts, are available for 
stocking suffers and hostess gifts.  Contact 
Sandy Adams with your requests.  Email 
gardnerlakegla@email.com.     

The GLA would like to gratefully acknowledge Sean 
Faughn for volunteering to restore out message board 
at the marina.  This message center allows us to post 
reminders for our guests who come to enjoy our 
beautiful resource.  
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Leslie Nemitoff is our latest newcomer to the board.  She and husband, Art, also live on Lake Road 4 in the house located 
immediately south of the Beach House, at the location of the former boat rental concession from the 1940s.  Arguably, 
they have the most spectacular perennial garden on our waters.  

Please welcome Greta, Mike and Leslie to the board.  If you have a special talent that you would like to lend to the board, 
please let us know.  As the population of the lake grows, so does our need for leadership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gardner Lake Association 
would like to take this opportunity to wish our membership 

a warm, safe and blessed holiday season. 
 

 

 


