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The newsletter of  

The Great Debate over Evolution  

February 2021 

            I believe in evolution.  In some religious circles that would be a sac-
rilegious statement that would probably get you a good old fashioned Bi-
ble thumping.  But I’m not talking about the Evolution vs. Creation argu-
ment we saw in the Scopes Monkey Trial.  I’m talking about the kind of 
evolution we see when we adapt to our present situation in an effort to 
survive and meet the new challenges that may threaten the way we do 
things.   

 

 Take the Covid-19 
virus pandemic for exam-
ple.  This crisis has caused 
many of us to adapt and 
change the way we do 
things as a society and a 
people in order to survive 
and come out on the other 
side.  For those who may 
not be taking it seriously, 
they may be running the 

risk of extinction.  Some, by their actions, may be contenders for this 
year’s Darwin Award.   

 

But I’m not talking about that great debate over what works or 
doesn’t work.  I’m talking about how we’re evolving as a church.  As of this 
writing, we are in our eleventh month of closure where we aren’t holding 
in-person worship or doing any of the in-person church activities we used 
to do.  I honestly did not know what to think as one month grew into two 
months and then three months as the virus seized control of the world.   

Clothes Closet 

(Continued on page 2) Fleece blanket making 
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The Great Debate over Evolution  (continued) 

We all prayed for a miracle and here we are at the one-year mark with barely a glimmer of hope on 
the horizon if these variants of the virus don’t take over.  I don’t know how other churches are doing 
as our conference has been pretty quiet on that front.  I’m not getting any news on what churches 
are doing right to adapt and survive, and I’m not hearing anything on what churches are closing and 
why.  Honestly, you’d think the people we send our monthly apportionments to would have formed 
some sort of a task force to come up with some sort of trouble shooting plan to go out and help 
struggling churches, or at least gather ideas from churches that are actually doing better than ex-
pected because they’ve taken corrective actions.  After all, aren’t we a connectional church?  But 
this is not where I want to go in this article. 

 

What I’ve seen over the past year is our church 
evolving and adapting to the crisis to where I have no 
doubt that we will emerge from this crisis a stronger and 
more vibrant church.  I can’t say we were prepared for 
the pandemic when it hit but, through the work of the 
Holy Spirit, we had built up our infrastructure, our core, 
to where we were ready to meet the unknown and unex-
pected challenges head-on.  Our mission efforts were ful-
ly engaged, and we were already committed to serving 
the least, the last and the lost.  When things started to 
get worse all around us, we were ready to step up and 
meet the emerging needs.  Our missionaries continued their service work by making more soup, 
more fire starters, more scarves, and more fleece blankets.  We stepped up our efforts in establish-
ing a Clothes Closet for those who needed warm clothing.  We put up a supply of warm blankets 
and sleeping bags to meet the needs of those now finding themselves homeless and living in mar-
ginal, substandard living conditions.  In the midst of the pandemic, we created a Food Pantry which 
is well-stocked with food for those who come to us looking for something to eat.  Not only have I 
had to painfully learn how to be more technology adept, you’ve had to adapt and learn how to wor-
ship on-line.  And these on-line Facebook Live services have helped us evolve into a church that is 
reaching a new audience of spiritual seekers as we continue to worship together as a congregation.  
We now have people worshipping with us each Sunday we haven’t even met, and I can tell by some 
of their posts that they feel like they are a member of our church and are excited to belong to a 
church that is evolving and changing with the times to meet the needs of the last, the least and the 
lost.  They feel as if they are a part of something bigger than themselves. 

 

I can tell you that there isn’t a week that goes by that I don’t get a phone call, an email or a 
drop-in from someone who has heard about us and wants to know what they can do to help.   

 

Food Pantry 

Continued on page 3 
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The Great Debate over Evolution  (continued) 

 

 

Whether it’s getting involved in the tiny home project developed and erected 

on our church property, in donating clothes, blankets and sleeping bags for 

our clothes closet, food for our food pantry, or in just sending a financial do-

nation so we can keep doing what we’re doing.  People want to help, and 

they are willing to help an organization that they are confident is doing the 

right thing for all the right reasons.  God has a plan for us and it’s not extinc-

tion.  He wants us to evolve as a church to take care of his creation.  He’s 

turned the Holy Spirit loose on us with instructions to help us evolve into the 

kind of church that is needed right here, right now, and that’s a debate worth having. 

Faithfully, 

Scott 

 

January Prayer Requests 
By Scott Rosekrans 

 

Here are some of our January prayer requests that I was able to jot down during our Sunday morn-
ing services. 

 

Diane Johnson asked for prayers for a leaky roof. 

Betty Prentice asked for prayers for her cousin Jim who has bladder cancer. 

Stephanie Buehler asks for prayers for the family of Sandy Greenleaf who passed away. 

Stephanie Buehler had a joy for the opening of Peter's Place. 

Lynn Marlow asks for prayers for her cousin Connie who has cancer. 

AJ shared a joy that her 97 year old aunt has recovered from cancer. 

A joy for the gift bag project for our new neighbors at Peter's Place. 

Kathy Anderson had a joy for the much improved sound and video for our Facebook Live services. 

 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Diane Johnson asks for prayers for the heavy rains we are experiencing. 

Liz Hazen asked for prayers for her son Hank. 

Kathy Anderson asked for prayers for a friend named Veronica who had passed away. 

Marsha Hamacher asks for prayers for peace. 

Diane Johnson asks for prayers for those who are experiencing the insecurity of homelessness. 

Laurel Ankeny asks for prayers for our leaders. 

Terry Reitz asks for prayers that we stop playing the blame game. 

Prayers for Deisy Bach and her family as they mourn the passing of her sister. 

The Jensens expressed a joy for 57 years of wedded bliss. 

And Lori's continued prayers for the hungry, the homeless and unemployed. 

 

 UNDERWEARY MONTH 

That's right, it's February which means it is Underweary Month when we look for 
good deals on underwear while we're out shopping.  Next to socks, new underwear 
is highly sought after by the people who visit our Clothes Closet.  I gave a way two 
pair earlier this week.  The young man also spotted some long johns but they were-
n't his size.  So, when you're out there shopping see if you can find a good deal on 

underwear and also be on the lookout for those warm base layer undershirts and 
pants.  We can use all adult sizes so buy for yourself or for someone else in your family and 
that should do it.  Think holy underwear and not holey underwear. 

By Scott Rosekrans 
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Our contractors are making great progress on our kitchen remodel and we are hoping it will be 
completed in a few more weeks.  We've had some folks come by during the week to inspect the 
progress and all of the comments have been very positive.  I think it will serve us well as we enter 
into the next chapter of our church's life here in the Tri-Area.  Our capital campaign to raise 
enough funds to help off-set the cost of the remodel has exceeded our expectations.  The project-
ed cost was around thirty-one thousand dollars and, as of this writing, we've reached two-thirds 
of that amount.  For those who have been in a position to help out financially, we truly do appreci-
ate your generosity.  And for those who are still thinking about giving, there is plenty of time as 
every donation helps and is appreciated.  And, above all else, keep this project in your contin-
ued prayers.  I know I can't wait for the day when we reopen for in-person worship and can dedi-
cate our new kitchen and put it to God's intended use.   

Kitchen Remodel 

By Scott Rosekrans 

Photos by Scott Rosekrans 
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      THAT CHURCH 

Fire Starters 

Photos by Scott Rosekrans 

Photos by Scott Rosekrans 
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Food Pantry 
 

Photos by Scott Rosekrans 

 

          You never know what God's intended plans are until he lays the project on someone's 
heart.  As you know, we created our food pantry late last year so we could give out food to those 
who dropped into the church for assistance.  It was a great resource that complimented our clothes 

closet and much appreciated by those who needed a little kind-
ness; something to wear, a blanket to cover themselves, and 
some food for the body.  Since then, Jean Holtz has taken it upon 
herself to open the pantry and clothes closet on Saturday morn-
ings between nine and noon for anyone who wants to drop in.   

          On our first Saturday we didn't have any visitors, but on our 
second Saturday we had two visitors from Peter's Place, the tiny 
home village behind the church.  We were able to meet their 
needs of blankets, clothing and food.  They were very apprecia-
tive as Jean took the time to visit with them and help them 
shop.  One of the things we learned early on is that some of the 
folks who visit us need healthy choices in their food selec-
tion.  The gentleman who visited needed those healthier food 
choices which we were fortunate to have in stock.  We have one 
rolling rack dedicated to healthier food items.  We need items 
that are low in fat, sugar free, gluten free, and low in sodium.  So, 

in your shopping look for some of these healthier foods and pick up one or two.  I know the gentle-
man was glad to get the diet cranberry juice we had.  We've also had requests for Ensure and other 
similar dietary supplements.  Also, please consider purchasing adult-sized diapers as we have had 
some requests for them.   

           As word gets out in the community regarding our clothes closet and food pantry we expect to 
see an increase in visitors which is why, I think, God has created such an abundance to meet this 
need.  Jean has really gotten the procedure organized and Covid safe with distancing, masks, gloves 
and hand sanitizer.  If you'd like to help out please contact Jean and we'll put your talents to work.   
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CUMC supports three local organizations: OlyCAP, Tri-Area Food Bank and 

ECHHO. We donate a minimum of $100 each month to one of these three 

organizations in addition to donations collected from membership. In 2019 

CUMC will begin donating $100 each month to UMCOR as well to aid in 

natural disaster relief efforts. Following is the donation schedule for 2019 and 

the total amount donated each month: 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

January:  ECHHO  $ 300.00 

February:   Food Bank    $ 

March:       OlyCAP $  

April:         ECHHO $ 

May:        Food Bank  $ 

June:         OlyCAP $  

July:  ECHHO $ 

August  Food Bank $ 

September OlyCAP $  

October  ECHHO $ 

November Food Bank $ 

December OlyCAP $ 

 

FINANCE REPORT 

By Larry Jensen 

  12/31/20       2020 year to date 

  Income       $116,047.21 

        Pledges & Identifiable Donors    $99,069.00 

        Other Income      $16,978.21 

  Expenses                  $113,274.54 

        Apportionments      $17,925.89 

        Local Ministry        $9,199.41 

        Operation  Expenses      $41,924.67 

        Personnel Expenses      $44,224.57 

 

  Surplus/(Deficit)        $2772.67 
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Perhaps in your travels you passed through Quilcene and saw a 
scruffy looking guy standing on the side of the road wearing a 
brightly colored safety vest with "mayor" written on the back 
waving at traffic.  That was George, a colorful character who 
added flavor to the Quilcene stew of unique friends and neigh-
bors.  I got to know George this past year when I began volun-
teering on Wednesdays at the Quilcene Food Bank, and George 
was a character.  He volunteered there doing odd jobs and clean-
ing the floor at the end of the day.  He was very friendly and had a great sense of humor.  He rou-
tinely referred to all the ladies who worked at the food bank as "pretty-girl."  Tragically, George 
passed last month. 

 

In his own way, I think George was a believer.  I know this because Leslie (the food bank manager) 
asked Teresa if we might have any boots for George as his boots were falling apart.  We did and Te-
resa had me drive them down that day.  He had also mentioned that he needed some wet weather 
clothing which we had in our clothes closet.  When Leslie gave them to George he told her that he 
had prayed for some the previous evening.  George wasn't someone who'd you see sitting in the 
pew next to you on Sunday morning but I do believe he has a relationship with Jesus as God did 
provide for his basic needs.  And in return, George gave back.  He had nothing to give but his time 
as he volunteered to help at the food bank and serve those who came in every Wednesday for 
food.  George may not have been the face they saw as they received their food each week but he 
was one of God's tireless servants who worked behind the lines.  And that's the lesson I think 
George taught us.  To serve, you don't have to be a front-line person.  The person who works be-
hind the scenes is, more often than not, the most important worker as, without them, the show 
can't go on.  George was one of those people who made it possible for the show to go on. 

 

So, I have no doubt that when George passed and his soul ascended to heaven he got to hear his 
Master say: "Well done good and faithful servant, enter into your rest."  Thank you George, it was a 
pleasure and an honor getting to work alongside of you.     

Well Done Good and Faithful Servant  

By Scott Rosekrans 
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February 2021 

BIRTHDAYS HOSPITALITY OUR PRAYERS 

   3  Debbie Dodd 
   4   John Sweet 
 12   Betty Harmon 
 18   Jackie Dale 
 27   Scott Rosekrans 
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 For the homeless, 
the hungry and the 
unemployed. 

 For Peace on Earth!  

 For wisdom for our 
leaders. 

 For employment for 
people  struggling 
to find meaningful 
work. 

  For Healing and 
provisions for those 
who are suffering 
with  COVID-19. 

 For protection of 
the medical front-
line workers who 
are caring for 
patients with COVID
-19. 

 

GREETERS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

ALTAR FLOWERS LITURGISTS 

COMMUNION SERVERS 

COUNTERS 

USHERS 

Feb 7 
Isa 40: 21-31 
Ps  147: 1-11 
1 Cor 9: 16-23 
Mark 1:29-39 

Feb 14 
2 Kgs 2:1-12 
Ps  50:1-6 
2 Cor 4:3-6 
Mark 9:2-9 

Feb 21 
Gen 9:8-17 
Ps 25:1-10 
1 Pet 3:18-22 
Mark 1:9-15 

Feb 28 
Gen 17:1-7 
Ps 22:23-25 
Rom 4:13-25 
Mark  8:31-38 

 

FEBRUARY LECTIONARY READINGS 
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Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 1165 

Physical Address:  130 Church Lane 

Port Hadlock, WA 98339 

Phone: 360.385.1579 

Church office email: cumc@olympus.net  

Open Hearts   Open Doors   Open Minds 

Community United Methodist Church 

Scott Rosekrans, Pastor 

Email:  pastorscottrosekrans@gmail.com 

 

Pastor’s Office Hours:   

10 am - 3 pm, Monday & Wednesday  

10 am - 6 pm, Tuesday 

Web Site:  www.HadlockChurch.com 

Church Office Hours: 

10am - 2pm, Tuesday -  Friday 

Learning Circle:      9:00am 

Sunday Worship:  10:00 am 

Sunday School:      10:15 am 

Fellowship Time:   11:15 am 

 

 Hold Steady 

By Dave Branon 

Isaiah: 41:13 
February, 5, 2021 

Harriet Tubman was one of the great American heroes of the nineteenth century. Showing remarkable courage, she 
guided more than three hundred fellow slaves to freedom after she first escaped slavery by crossing into free terri-
tory in the United States north. Not content to simply enjoy her own freedom, she ventured back into slave states 
nineteen times to lead friends, family, and strangers to freedom, sometimes guiding people on foot all the way to 
Canada. 

What drove Miss Tubman to such brave action? A woman of deep faith, she at one time said this: “I always told 
God, I’m going to hold steady on you, and you’ve got to see me through.” Her dependence on God’s guidance as 
she led people out of slavery was a hallmark of her success. 

What does it mean to “hold steady” to God? A verse in the prophecy of Isaiah might help us see that in reality it’s 
He who holds us as we grab His hand. Isaiah quotes God, who said, “I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your 
right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you” (41:13). 

Harriet held tightly to God, and He saw her through. What challenges are you facing? Hold steady to God as He 

“takes hold” of your hand and your life. “Do not fear.” He will help you. 

https://ourdailybread.ca/hold-steady/

