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CAST 

Mark Cohen — Kalvin Blanchard

Roger Davis — Cory Laycock

Mimi Márquez — Mekaela Raymond

Tom Collins — Keagen Durocher

Angel Dumott Schunard — Brandon Lefebvre

Maureen Johnson — Victoria Brock

Joanne Jefferson — Angel Mannisto

Benjamin "Benny" Coffin III — Philippe Poirier

Mrs. Cohen — Rachelle St-Denis

Alexi Darling — Melanie Rainville

Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson — Andrew Prescott & Sam Onski

Mrs. Davis — Libby Michie

Mrs. Marquez — Cheyanne Monk

Mr. Grey/The Pastor — Claudio Peralta

The Man — Andrew Prescott

Ensemble — Scotia Wereley, Macey Veldman, Kristin Hall,  

Lindsay Dainton, Sarah Tyler, Max Trainor



PRODUCTION TEAM 
Director — Mark Mannisto 

Vocal Director — K.C. Rautiainen 

Choreographers — Angel Mannisto, Lindsay Dainton, Kalem Mahaffy 

Stage Managers — Tara Hawkes & Tanya Saari

Assistant Stage Managers — Thomas Stewart, Steve Maguire, Brent Smith

Lighting Designer — Andre Labelle

Spotlight Operators — Nancy Beland & Karen Shute

Sound Operator — Sean Perras

Microphone Operator — Amy Wilson

Set Construction — Brian & Stephanie Armstrong

Set Painting — Lindsay Dainton, Kristin & Sophie Hall, Sarah Tyler,  

Angel Mannisto, Macey Veldman, Mekaela Raymond, Max Trainor

Costume Mistresses — Karen Shute & Nancy Beland

Front of House Manager — Connie De Ste. Croix 

Graphic Designer — Tara Hawkes 

Programme Editor — Tanya Saari  
Photographer — Cheyanne Monk 

 

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR FRONT OF HOUSE VOLUNTEERS. 



SYNOPSIS 
Based on Puccini’s beloved opera La Bohème, Rent  

follows the ups and downs of a year in the life of a group of  

impoverished, artistic friends living in Manhattan’s East Village. Mark,  

an aspiring filmmaker, struggles to find his place in the world; his roommate 

Roger, an HIV-positive musician, wonders how he will leave his mark before 

he dies. Mimi and Angel look for true love as they face the harsh reality of life 

as HIV-positive young people, while the businesslike Joanne seeks fidelity 

from her wild-child performance artist girlfriend Maureen. The group’s 

dreams, losses, and love stories weave through the musical’s narration to 

paint a stunningly raw and emotional portrait of the gritty bohemian world of 

New York City in the late 1980s, under the shadow of HIV/AIDS. 

 

        ACT 1
Tune Up #1  Mark, Roger

Voice Mail #1  Mark’s Mother

Tune Up #2  Mark, Roger, Collins, Benny

Rent   Mark, Roger, Collins, Benny, Joanne, and Company

You Okay Honey?  Christmas Caroler, Angel, Collins

Tune Up #3  Mark, Roger

One Song Glory  Roger

Light My Candle  Mimi, Roger

Voice Mail #2  Mr. & Mrs. Jefferson

Today 4 U  Collins, Roger, Mark, Angel

You’ll See  Benny, Mark, Roger, Collins, Angel

Support Group  Libby, Kristin, Rachelle, Andrew, Melanie, Claudio,   

   Cheyanne, Angel, Collins, Mark

Out Tonight  Mimi

Another Day  Mimi, Roger, Ensemble

Will I?   Claudio & Company



On the Street  Christmas Carollers, Squeegee Lady, Mark, Collins,   

   Angel, Homeless Woman, Cops

Santa Fe   Collins, Angel, Mark, Ensemble

I’ll Cover You  Angel, Collins

We’re Okay  Joanne

Christmas Bells  Christmas Carollers, Saleswoman, Collins, Angel, 

   Mark, Roger, Cops, The Man, Mimi, Benny, Company

Over the Moon  Maureen & the Beatnicks

La Vie Bohème A  Waiter, Mark, Roger, Collins, Benny, Mimi, Angel,   

   Maureen, Joanne, Mr. Grey, & Company

I Should Tell You  Mimi, Roger

La Vie Bohème B  Joanne, Maureen, Mark, Angel, Collins, & Company

     ACT 2
Seasons of Love A  Company

Happy New Year A  Mimi, Roger, Mark, Maureen, Joanne,     

   Collins, Angel

Voice Mail #3  Mark’s Mother, Alexi Darling

Happy New Year B  Maureen, Mark, Joanne, Roger, Mimi,     

   Collins, Angel, Benny, The Man

Take Me or Leave Me Maureen, Joanne

Seasons of Love B  Company

Without You  Roger, Mimi

Voice Mail #4  Alexi Darling

Contact   Company

I’ll Cover You (Reprise) Collins & Company

Halloween  Mark

Goodbye Love  Mimi, Roger, Benny, Maureen, Joanne, Mark, Collins

What You Own  Mark, Roger

Voice Mail #5  Roger’s Mother, Mimi’s Mother, Mr. Jefferson, Mark’s Mother

Finale A   Homeless People, Mark, Roger, Collins,    

   Maureen, Joanne, Mimi

Your Eyes  Roger

Finale B   Roger, Mimi, Company



Welcome, all, to Sudbury Performance Group’s final production of our on-again, 

off-again 21/22 season. It was a team effort to stage this show. Heck, it was a team 

effort to stage the entire COVID-stricken season!

RENT means many different things to many different people. For some, it is a 

show about love. For some, it is a show about loss. For some, it is a show about 

acceptance. For some, it’s their first experience to musical theatre. Whatever it is for 

you, I hope we trigger that emotional response, and you are able to take something 

away with you today when you leave the theatre.

For me, I think the show is about bravery. It’s about being brave enough to come to 

terms with AIDS, homophobia, poverty, and drug addiction. On a personal note, it’s 

about being brave enough to continue a journey when your peers are telling you 

to turn back, to quit, and throw shadow onto the bright lights that are before us. To 

those of you who are brave enough to stand tall and do what is right, I dedicate this 

production to you.

Audience, Sudbury Performance Group is on the cusp of giant changes in our 

organization. Changes that will benefit us. Changes that will benefit you. And 

changes that will benefit the arts scene in Sudbury. I encourage you to stay active 

with us. Become a volunteer. Attend more of our productions. Talk to us. And talk 

about us. We are here for you. We are here for the arts. And we are here for Greater 

Sudbury. 

Yours in Theatre,
MARK MANNISTO



K.C. RAUTIAINEN – VOCAL DIRECTOR
K.C. retired from her job as a Public Health 

Nurse last June. Now, with the lifting 

of many COVID-19 restrictions, she is 

about to return to her true passion for 

travel and wildlife. K.C. is on her way to 

four African countries to volunteer with 

elephants, rhinos, and monkeys (oh, my!), 

safari activities, shark cage diving, and 

more. K.C. would like to thank the RENT 

production team for their tireless work 

behind the scenes. She sends out huge hugs and gratitude to this wonderful group 

of actors who have battled many challenges along the way. They are all rock stars! 

She has much love and a special place in her heart for Sean, Amy, and her SBM. 

Africa, K.C. has missed you dearly and she is ready for some animal snuggles. Böle!

ANGEL MANNISTO – 
CHOREOGRAPHER/JOANNE
Angel is so excited to get to be a part of 

this amazing production. It is a bucket-list 

show, and she was nervous, because 

the last time she was able to be in a 

show on her bucket list she had an 

injury that kept her from performing. The 

themes of love, forgiveness, and living 

each day like it’s your last are important 

reminders to us all. Angel would like to 

thank Lindsay and Kalem for helping her with choreography once again, as she has 

had a lot on her plate and was dealing with the fall-out of COVID stress and anxiety, 

as many of us have lately #mentalhealth. Angel would like to thank Mark and K.C. for 

the amazing opportunity, and Victoria for being the epitome of talent and passion 

to get to play opposite. “Victoria, you have taught me so much, and I am so proud of 

your conviction! Thank you to the cast and crew for the memories. Thank you to my 

theatre family for always being there (you know who you are)! Most importantly, a 

special thank you to the audience, because without you this would not be possible 

at all!” #seasonsoflove #nodaybuttoday



TARA HAWKES – CO-STAGE MANAGER
Tara has been a part of SPG from day one. Her 

theatre hats include Board secretary, graphic 

designer, performer, and in the case of Rent, 

Stage Manager. Right before the theatre lights 

went dark around the world, Tara was in SPG’s 

production of All Shook Up, not knowing nearly 

two years would go by before they came up 

again. She thanks each of you for being a 

special part of this beautiful return to what 

proved to be a challenging season. From the 

cast, to production, to volunteers, and every single one of you in the audience...you 

matter. You are appreciated. You each contribute to the art that is theatre. Tara would 

like the cast to know how proud she is of them. Watching this show evolve from day 

one till now has been an honour. I may not be on that stage with you physically, but 

you’ve all made me feel as though I am. Thank you for this wild ride. 

Break legs, dear cast, and cheer loud, dear audience. Enjoy!

TANYA SAARI – CO-STAGE MANAGER
Tanya is thrilled to be a part of the amazing 

production that is RENT. Normally, she 

would also be on the stage, but took the 

opportunity to learn the ropes on the other 

side of the table, this time around! She is 

forever indebted to her partner in crime, 

Tara Hawkes, for all of the information and 

instruction, and she would like to also thank 

the rest of the production team and the 

back stage crew for their patience with 

this newbie! To the cast—she has been grateful and awestruck at watching the 

production grow and blossom into the moving, powerful, and impactful thing that it 

has become. She continues to be moved every night by this cast, and she knows you 

will be, as well. Enjoy the show!



KALEM MAHAFFY –  
ASSISTANT CHOREOGRAPHER
Kalem had the opportunity to help 

choreograph “Rent”, “Tango Maureen,” 

and “Santa Fe” in this amazing production! 

You may recognize some of her moves 

from The Rocky Horror Show, which she 

helped choreograph, too. She wishes 

she could have been more involved, but 

she was busy rehearsing for her grade 

12 school show, Antigone, as the lead. 

Kalem is so proud of all the hard work 

this incredible cast put in, and can’t wait 

to see them tango and soar on stage!



KALVIN BLANCHARD – MARK
Kalvin is thrilled to have the opportunity to play 

Mark in SPG’s production of RENT. You may have 

seen him in previous productions as Brad in 

SPG’s production of The Rocky Horror Show in 

March of 2022, or as Dennis in SPG’s production 

of All Shook Up in 2020. Kalvin has been active 

in Sudbury’s theatre community since his days 

at Sudbury Secondary, as part of their theatre 

program where he graduated in 2010. Kalvin 

would like to give a special shout-out to his cast 

mate, Mekaela Raymond, whom Kalvin has had the privilege to see grow up in theatre 

from her days in children’s theatre productions, to the amazing and talented woman 

she’s become, and couldn’t be more proud as her adoptive “theatre dad”, seeing her 

play Mimi. He wishes her the best of luck on her journey to Ottawa, where she’s headed 

to continue her straight-A schooling.

CORY LAYCOCK – ROGER
This is Cory’s first show with SPG, and he 

couldn’t be more excited to share the stage with 

so many talented people. It’s a dream come true 

for him to perform in this incredible show. He 

would like to thank everyone for coming out to 

support local community theatre, and to those 

who travelled a long way to come to the show—

it means the world!

MEKAELA RAYMOND – MIMI
With 2022 marking her tenth year doing theatre, 

Mekaela is no stranger to Sudbury stages. 

RENT, however, will be her last musical before 

she moves to Ottawa to continue pursuing her 

psychology degree. She would like to extend her 

gratitude to everyone who has supported her 

over the years, to the cast and crew for making 

her last show so special, and most importantly, 

to Jonathan Larson, whose work continues to 

inspire and change lives today. 



BRANDON LEFEBVRE – ANGEL
Brandon is beyond excited to have you here 
tonight, and wants to extend to you a huge 

WELCOME!  RENT is Brandon’s second production 
with SPG, but he has been involved in Sudbury 
community theatre for many years. You may 
recognize him from The Rocky Horror Show 
where he played the roles of Eddie, and Dr. Scott. 
This role was a new, exciting challenge for him. 
He feels truly blessed to be working side by side 
with such amazing local talent, and thoroughly 

hopes you enjoy the show! “Today for you, tomorrow for me!”

KEAGEN DUROCHER – TOM COLLINS
RENT will be Keagen’s third outing with SPG, and 
he couldn’t be happier to be a part of this epic 
rock opera (for the second time). Since coming 
back to theatre in 2018, Keagen has been elated to 
play several roles in beloved musicals across the 
Broadway spectrum, and this one is no different! 
The role of Tom Collins has been an amazing 
experience, and he hopes the show is enjoyed 
by all. A deafening shout-out to the cast and 
production crew, the time and effort put into this 

was tremendous.

PHILIPPE POIRIER – BENNY
Philippe has been involved in theatre and film 
for over 20 years as a professional performer, 
acting coach, writer, director, and producer. His 
performance experience ranges from classic 
to contemporary. He is the founder and Chief 
Executive Director of Porchlight Theatre Company, 
Inc., based in the Greater Sudbury area, which will 
be launching its second season in Fall, 2022. “It’s 
been an unbelievable joyride to be sharing the 
stage with such a powerhouse group of people. 
I’m hoping you all enjoy the show and join us on 

stage soon!” 





Sudbury Performance 
Group would love for you 
to “be a part of the art”!  

Volunteer with us!

SUBMIT A VOLUNTEER APPLICATION FORM

 
VICTORIA BROCK – MAUREEN
Victoria hasn’t been part of a full musical 

production since Theatre Cambrian’s Rock 

of Ages in 2016—though she has had plenty 

of time onstage since then! She has been 

busy fronting the rock band Like a Girl, has 

sung with YES Theatre during their 2021 

Grotto Concert Series, and most recently, 

joined the Sudbury Burlesque troupe, 

performing in their Y2K show last month. 

She counts herself as lucky to be able to 

perform in so many different styles with various groups within the community. You 

might also know Victoria as “the cheese lady” as she owns and operates Please 

Cheeze Me, a popular local business specializing in cashew cheese production. It 

has been 11 years since Victoria’s first time on stage (being part of the ensemble in 

YES Theatre’s RENT) and she is thrilled to be able to come full circle by playing the 

bisexual diva, Maureen, in SPG’s RENT—a character she has grown to share many 

qualities with…for better or worse! Victoria gives thanks to her loved ones, new 

and old, for always supporting her stage dreams, and would like to dedicate her 

performance to her mother, who is her biggest fan (and RENT-head). Enjoy the show, 

and have your tissues ready!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeCFisd1FDHHfCg3LLXhOFnHsXte71anPiaL6uc2IKSnrb9_A/viewform


MÉLANIE RAINVILLE –  
FEATURED ENSEMBLE
Mélanie is a busy teacher, and 

single mother of a teenager and a 

kindergartener—need she say more? 

In order to keep some sanity, she finds 

some time to still enjoy her passions in 

the arts. She is a graduate of the French 

dramatic arts program and Teacher’s 

College at Laurentian University. She has 

performed in a variety of plays with SPG, 

Theatre Cambrian, and le TNO as well as had small roles in television and film. She 

has worked in the education field for the past 11 years, teaching all grade levels from 

the wee little ones to the big kids, signaling her time with the theatre company Les 

Draveurs as a drama teacher at E.S. MacDonald-Cartier, as well as an arts professor 

for the francophone teacher’s college at Laurentian University. She hopes you fully 

enjoy this heartfelt musical as much as she’s enjoyed being a part of RENT. 

CLAUDIO PERALTA LEIVA –  
FEATURED ENSEMBLE
Claudio is “latino” (from Chile). His love 

for music led him to participate in RENT, 

his first theatre experience in a big 

production. He likes to play instruments 

and sing; in fact, he did a lot of playing 

in different ensembles in his country, 

despite his busy career as an industrial 

engineer. Now, he is excited for this 

artistic opportunity, and for that reason, 

he thanks the production team, and his castmates. He 

hopes the audience enjoys RENT, because it is a harmonic journey through different 

musical styles, feelings, and moods. 



Media Concepts

Art that will render you 
Speechless!



SAMANTHA ONSKI –  
FEATURED ENSEMBLE
Since moving to Sudbury in 2019, 

Samantha is so excited to add another 

musical to her list of Thunder Bay/

Sudbury credits that includes: Little Red 

Riding Hood in Into the Woods, Polly 

Browne in The Boyfriend, Dani in Dani Girl, 

Eliza Doolittle in a musical revue of My Fair 

Lady, Grace Farrell in Theatre Cambrian’s 

Annie, and most recently, Janet Weiss in SPG’S The Rocky Horror Show. RENT has 

always meant a lot to Samantha throughout her years as a theatre nerd, and she 

wants to dedicate this show to all those who have been affected by HIV/AIDS, both 

past and present. 

 

RACHELLE ST-DENIS –  
FEATURED ENSEMBLE
After an eight-year hiatus from theatre, 

Rachelle is thrilled to be back on stage 

as a featured ensemble member of the 

cast of RENT. This is her first show with 

SPG, but she is no stranger to the stage, 

having done numerous productions with 

Theatre Cambrian in the past. When she’s 

not singing and acting, she loves to dive 

into all things spiritual. She’s currently learning to read Tarot and Oracle 

cards, and hopes to be able to read for you one day! Rachelle couldn’t be more 

excited for this production. She’s happy to be back on stage, and is looking forward 

to performing for you in this, and many other, future productions! Enjoy the show!





LIBBY MICHIE – FEATURED ENSEMBLE
Libby is thrilled to be doing another show 

with Sudbury Performance Group. Libby 

has been a part of previous shows with 

SPG, such as Godspell, Chicago, All Shook 

Up, and their most recent production, The 

Rocky Horror Show. When Libby is not on 

stage you can find her at home reading, 

painting, or working at the Sudbury Action 

Center. She would like to give a huge shout-

out to the cast and crew for putting so 

much time and dedication into the production. She hopes you enjoy the show! 

MACEY VELDMAN – ENSEMBLE
This is Macey’s second production with SPG 

since moving here last summer, and she is 

so ecstatic to be a part of another amazing 

cast! For 15 years, Macey has been in the 

community theater business from Hamilton, 

Barrie, and Pembroke, to Halifax, NS! 

Thanks to her (now veteran) husband, she 

has been lucky enough to have wonderful 

experiences in various towns, and is looking 

forward to really getting to know Sudbury 

and starting her new growing family! She sends so much love to everyone who has 

supported her, her amazing husband for his patience while she was dancing away 

at rehearsals, and to the production team for really showing them the work that goes 

into making the actors look good! 



SARAH TYLER – ENSEMBLE
Sarah has recently completed her 

Bachelor’s of Architectural Studies at 

Laurentian University. While studying in 

Sudbury, she competed with Laurentian’s 

Voyageurs Dance Team, as well as 

participated in SPG’s 2019 production of 

Chicago, and Theatre Cambrian’s 2020 

production of Annie. Her love of dance 

began when she was three, and she has 

been dancing competitively since the age of seven. Sarah is excited to be part of 

such an impactful musical, and wishes to thank everyone that has made RENT 

possible. To the rest of the cast and crew: Break a leg! 

LINDSAY DAINTON –  ASSISTANT 
CHOREOGRAPHER/ENSEMBLE
Lindsay thanks the production team for all 

their hard work, as well as the amazing 

cast members. Lindsay has worked with a 

lot of new cast mates this show, and has 

loved every bit of getting to know all of 

them. Enjoy!

MAX TRAINOR – ENSEMBLE
Max Trainor is a psychology major at the 

University of Ottawa, and is excited to be 

taking part in his first ever show! Max would 

like to thank the cast and production team 

for giving him this opportunity, and making 

it a blast to take part in. He also would like to 

thank the audience for coming, and hopes 

you enjoy RENT!





ANDREW PRESCOTT –  
FEATURED ENSEMBLE
Andrew is ecstatic to have the 

opportunity to play in this, one of his 

favourite musicals. He would like to thank 

the inimitable Sky for his encouragement 

and support. This performance is 

dedicated to Andrew’s family, whom he 

loves very dearly. He would also like to 

thank the audience for coming to see his 

stage debut, and sincerely hopes you 

enjoy the show! Remember, love each other, and pay it forward! LLAP!

CHEYANNE MONK –  
FEATURED ENSEMBLE
Cheyanne is excited to perform in RENT 

as a featured ensemble. She comes from 

an extensive theatre background, first 

as a young girl in Cobalt, Ontario, then 

as a theatre major at the University of 

Windsor. Since moving to Sudbury she 

has performed many times with Theatre 

Cambrian, and is now looking forward to 

her second time sharing the stage with 

Sudbury Performance Group. She wishes the cast and crew well. Merde! 

KRISTIN HALL – FEATURED ENSEMBLE
Kristin is thrilled to be on stage with SPG 

for the second time! After performing in All 

Together Now! earlier this season, she is so 

excited have the opportunity to hit the stage 

again in RENT. Kristin would like to thank the 

show’s incredibly hard-working production 

team, and talented cast for their friendship 

and support. She would also like to thank her 

family for their love and patience during the 

rehearsal process. She hopes you enjoy the show!

 



SCOTIA WERELEY – ENSEMBLE
Scotia has been involved with Sudbury 

Performance Group since 2019, as has 

been involved with the theatre world in 

general since 2015. When she isn’t at 

rehearsal or on stage, you can find her 

watching conspiracy theory videos, 

or writing poetry. She wouldn’t be the 

girl she is today without theatre, and 

she would like to thank her fellow cast 

mates and crew for all the love and 

support. She hopes you enjoy the show as much as she loves performing it. And 

remember, live every moment as your last!




