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Dear Friends of Mercy,
Thank you for your contributions 
to Mercy Health Foundation South. 
Every gift demonstrates our community’s 
compassion and stirs hope that together, 
we can create broader change right here, 
where we live, work and play.

Your generosity directly impacts people 
in our community through Health Leads. 
This program enables Mercy Hospital 
South to connect those in need with vital 
resources and eliminates barriers that 
prevent them from living healthy lifestyles.  

Our newest initiative, Schwartz Rounds, 
is an evidence-based opportunity for 
interdisciplinary caregivers to share 
their thoughts and perspectives around 
the social and emotional aspects of 
caregiving. This important program 
cares for our caregivers – giving nurses, 
physicians and other care team members 
a forum to share their struggles, victories 
and best practices. 

We’re grateful for the variety of other 
ways you contributed during the past 
year to improve access to compassionate 
health care in our community, including 
the addition of new medical equipment, 
and the opening of a new Mercy Birthplace 
South and new Pain Clinic. Your gifts 
allowed Mercy Hospital South to minister 
to our patients through a new Chaplain’s 
residency program. Prayer is an important 
aspect of Mercy’s care model, and your 
gifts elevated the importance of faith in 
our daily work by renovating our Chapel.   

In humble thanksgiving for your 
commitment to bring to life the 
healing ministry of Jesus,

Our Funding Priorities

Cancer Care: Your support funds Cancer Navigation at 
David M. Sindelar Cancer Center at Mercy Hospital South. 
Cancer Navigators are clinical experts who guide each patient 
through their cancer journey by providing support, answering 
questions and coordinating care, including scheduling 
appointments, tests and screenings. The most sophisticated 
cancer treatment will never replace the touch of another 
person’s hand.

Hospice: Your gifts help us maintain the Fern & Russell 
de Greeff Hospice House to provide a spiritual and calming 
place for our patients. The de Greeff Hospice House has 
provided unmatched end-of-life care and bereavement services 
for more than 20 years. Our gifted co-workers are honored 
to offer care in the patient’s home, hospital, long-term care 
facility, or our freestanding 18-bed Hospice House.  

Mental Health: Mercy remains on the frontline of addressing 
the community’s need for all levels of mental health care. Your 
gifts will help patients at Hyland Behavioral Health Center and 
help create a Long-Acting Injection (LAI) clinic. The LAI clinic 
helps patients whose mental illness is severe enough that 
they may not remember or choose to take oral medications 
regularly. By replacing daily oral medications with monthly 
injectable treatments, the LAI clinic will improve the health 
and safety of more people in our community. The LAI clinic 
will provide patient-centered, comprehensive, compassionate 
care for both patients and families.

Your Gifts at Work

Because of generous 
donations and continued 
support from donors like 
you, below are some of 
the programs and services 
that were funded in 
fiscal year 2022.

Capital/Equipment 
$4,500,000

Behavioral Health  
$684,366

Area of Greatest Need 
$325,048

Health Leads/ 
Patient Assistance 
$235,112
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President, 
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Hospice Care 
$128,756

Cancer Care 
$68,525

Women with a Mission 
$33,725



Donor Support Makes Way 
for Innovative Spine and Pain 
Management Program 

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, we are pleased to 
announce that a new Spine and Pain Management program is now 
available at Mercy South. The program is led by Dr. Pawan Sethi, 
pain management physician and anesthesiologist.

“To our donors and other stakeholders, I would like to express 
my gratitude,” said Dr. Sethi. “We continue building this program 
from the ground up. Each patient we care for is a chance for us 
to improve. From my experience talking to patients about our 
program, the overall reception has been very positive. I am also 
acutely aware of all the investment and resources it takes to 
start a new service line and I hope this program delivers on 
every promise.” 

The program’s goal is to improve function and reduce pain 
through routine and cutting-edge procedures. The program 
is unique in that it offers a collaborative approach to pain 
management, including primary care physicians, surgical 
specialties (neurosurgery, orthopedic and bariatric), chiropractic 
care, physical and occupational therapy, physical medicine 
rehabilitation, neurology, and integrative medicine. 

Image-guided procedures use a fluoroscopy machine to 
provide live x-rays. These images help physicians precisely 
place medication where it will be most effective for the patient, 
helping alleviate their pain. 

Donor contributions to the Foundation’s Area of Greatest Need 
Fund made it possible to renovate the space to accommodate 
this new service line.

The new Mercy Clinic Spine and Pain Management – Southfork was blessed in 
April 2022. It is located on the first floor of the Southfork Building. The procedure 
area includes two image-guided procedure suites, six pre-procedure and 
post-procedure areas, and a nurses’ station. The new space gives the care team 
the ability to perform up to 60 image-guided procedures per week.

Welcoming New Life 
Is Life-Changing
Mercy Health Foundation recently received a gift 
from Boniface Foundation to expand and improve our 
women’s and children’s health services. In 2020, 
we used a portion of the donation to build a new 
OB/GYN clinic on campus. The clinic added two more 
OB/GYN physicians in January 2021, bringing the total 
number of women’s health physicians to seven.

Mothers are now delivering their babies in all new, 
state-of-the-art Labor, Delivery, Recovery and 
Postpartum (LDRP) suites at Mercy Hospital South. 
The suites opened in December 2021, marking 
the completion of the first half of a total rebuild of 
Mercy Birthplace South and strengthening Mercy’s 
commitment to improve women’s health care and 
access to that care.

Half of the fourth floor of the main hospital tower at 
Mercy South was gutted and rebuilt to create 15 new 
LDRP suites. Each suite is larger than previous labor and 
delivery rooms and is designed to provide a comfortable 
space for a family’s entire stay from arrival to discharge. 
Two of the suites include bathtubs, and the unit supports 
low intervention births. The improvements also include 
newly renovated operating rooms.

“This rebuilt Birthplace will allow our team to enhance 
their knowledge, experience and compassionate care 
with the latest technology and all new equipment,” said 
Susan Jones, nurse manager of Mercy Birthplace South. 
“Families will find the environment comfortable and 
beneficial for the birth they want.”

Construction crews will now shift their work to the other 
half of the floor to expand the Level II Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit (NICU) staffed by Mercy Kids providers, add 
four flex rooms to accommodate a variety of patients, 
and renovate three obstetric triage rooms. This phase 
of the project is scheduled to open near the end of 
2022. Final touches that will create a seamless, unifying 
Birthplace environment are scheduled for completion in 
early 2023.

The Birthplace care team 
recently celebrated top 

patient satisfaction scores, 
thanks in part to their newly 

renovated work space 
and technological 

advances made 
possible by 
our donors.



Our Mission 
As the Sisters of Mercy before us, we bring to life the healing ministry 
of Jesus through our compassionate care and exceptional service.

Our Purpose 
Through collaborative partnerships, Mercy Health Foundation impacts 
the flourishing of our communities by inviting into our ministry those who 
have a passion to improve quality of life and make care accessible for all.

17th Annual Mercy Masquerade 
More than 800 Foundation friends and supporters attended the 
17th annual Mercy Masquerade on April 23 at St. Louis Union Station. 

Event Co-Chairs: Sara Sindelar, Joseph and Mary Stieven, 
Dr. Stephen and Jackie Sanders, Melissa and Dr. Shaun Donegan.

Annual membership meeting at Sunset Country Club.
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Women with a Mission 
Members Impact Care 
at Mercy South
The Mercy South Women with a Mission 
chapter supported several programs to 
benefit both Mercy Hospital South and 
our community. Members awarded a total 
of $62,000 in 2021 and 2022 to support 
the following programs and services: 
Hyland Behavioral Health, Rooney Breast 
Center, David M. Sindelar Cancer Center, 
and pediatric audiology. These are the 
first allocations made by the Mercy South 
Women with a Mission chapter, which 
formed in November 2019. If you are 
interested in joining this dynamic and 
engaging group of women, please visit 
mercyhealthfoundation.net/south.  

The superhero-themed fundraiser allowed 
guests to venture through an electrifying 
environment filled with surprises at every 
turn. The event raised over $940,000 for 
underserved patients in the community. 
This is the second year of an exciting 
collaboration between Mercy Hospital 
St. Louis and Mercy Hospital South to 
bring one annual gala to the St. Louis 
Community. Co-chairs of the event 
included Dr. Shaun and Melissa Donegan; 
Dr. Stephen and Jackie Sanders; Sara 
Sindelar; and Mary and Joseph Stieven. 
Guests enjoyed a cocktail reception and 
seated dinner followed by an exciting after 
party in the Joker’s Casino and dancing 
in the Black Cat Club. The partnership 
of Mercy’s St. Louis hospitals helped us 
expand our support to more than 40,000 
Mercy patients. Mercy Masquerade 
has raised more than $10 million 
throughout its history.

For more information, scan the QR code or visit us online at mercyhealthfoundation.net/south

Mercy Health Foundation South 
10010 Kennerly Road 
St. Louis, MO 63128


