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Dear Friends 
of Mercy,
On behalf of the Mercy Health 
Foundation Northwest Arkansas 
Board of Directors, our Hospital 
and Clinic leadership, as well 
as our wonderful Foundation 
staff, we thank you for your 
commitment to Mercy and are 
pleased to share many successes 
from this past year.

Countless gifts received over 
the last year brought new 
equipment, new technologies, 
expanded service lines, and 
new educational opportunities 
to Mercy Northwest Arkansas.  
From supporting our tiniest NICU 
patients to cancer and cardiac 
care, from providing scholarships 
for Mercy coworkers to continue 
their education, to meeting the 
unique needs of our underserved 
population, your generosity 
is leaving a legacy.

As you read the stories of 
generosity, we hope you’ll 
feel the same gratitude and 
thankfulness that we do. 
From all of us here at Mercy 
Health Foundation, we offer you 
a sincere thank you for your trust 
and dedication to the community 
we all serve. We look forward 
to sharing with you even 
brighter days ahead.

Sincerely,

Clark Ellison 
Vice President of Development 
Mercy Health Foundation 
Northwest Arkansas

Our Funding Priorities

Emergency Department
Mercy Hospital Emergency Department stands as the first line of 
defense for saving lives and making a difference in health outcomes. 
With an unprecedented population growth, Mercy is imagining a 
strategic expansion to add 40 beds, more efficiencies, additional staff 
and improved care.

Community Presence Plan Phase II – Completion of 
Patient Rooms, Cardiac Cath Lab and Operating Suites
Furthering a long-standing commitment to serve the needs of our 
community, Mercy will add critical patient rooms to the new tower 
footprint, expand the Cardiac Cath Lab and build out four new 
operating suites.  

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) Expansion
Supporting a growing population of babies born in Northwest 
Arkansas, Mercy’s expanded NICU will allow for 14 additional 
private rooms, providing top-quality care for our tiniest patients.

Your Gifts at Work
Because of generous donations 
and continued support from 
donors like you, below are 
some of the programs and 
services that were funded 
in fiscal year 2022.

Area of Greatest Need 
$1,554,683

Program & Service Line 
Enhancements 
$1,077,259
Supporting Adult Cystic Fibrosis, 
Behavioral Health, Cardiology, 
Neurology, Pharmacy Residency 
Program, Urology, Women’s & 
Children’s, and Dog Therapy Program

Emergency Response 
& Co-worker Support 
$554,765

Capital Equipment 
$296,200

Women with a Mission 
$122,597

Patient Assistance 
$14,890

Additional transfers to Mercy Hospital Northwest Arkansas 
for major capital projects - $8.3 million



A Hopeful “Little” Story
Megan and Bradley Little have been blessed with three beautiful children: Raylan (7), 
Crosby (3) and EmmyLou (1 ½). However, their journey to parenthood has not been 
an easy one. All three of the Littles’ children were born prematurely and spent time in 
Mercy’s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU). 

Shortly after getting married, the couple was over the moon to welcome their first 
child into the world. Their excitement soon turned to grief when Megan suffered a 
miscarriage as a result of a molar pregnancy, a rare condition in which a tumor forms 
in the uterus, preventing the placenta from forming correctly.  

Raylan, age 7, was born at 33 weeks 
weighing just over three pounds. He spent 
one month in the NICU. At the time of his 
birth, Mercy’s NICU was one large room 
where several infants were being cared 
for at the same time. As a first time mom, 
Megan appreciated the NICU care team 
who showed the family so much love, 
kindness and support. 

In 2018, Megan found out she was expecting again. Unfortunately, she miscarried 
14 weeks into this pregnancy. The couple later found out that their daughter, River Rain, 
suffered from Turner Syndrome, a condition in which one of the “X” chromosomes 
is missing.

Crosby joined the family in 2019 at 34 weeks, weighing in at five pounds. He spent 
two weeks in Mercy’s NICU.  In 2021, Megan was expecting another child when she 
started to experience some significant medical issues. She was rushed to Mercy where 
she delivered EmmyLou at 37 weeks. Her baby girl was born with a flat heart rate and 
organ failure. She needed immediate care from Mercy’s neonatal specialists to save 
her tiny life. She spent three weeks in one of the new private NICU rooms that were 
added during the hospital’s tower expansion project. Megan believes that having the 
opportunity to stay together as a family in a private room was a game changer in the 
healing process for her daughter. 

Crosby Little, being cared for in Mercy’s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU).

In 2021, Mercy Hospital Northwest 
Arkansas developed and implemented 
a new Pharmacy Residency program 
to address the critical need for highly 
trained hospital pharmacists. New 
graduates with a Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree don’t receive this in-depth 
experience while in school. Therefore, 
like physicians, new pharmacists may 
seek a residency after graduation. 
However, the challenge is that there 
aren’t enough residencies to meet 
the demand.

Mercy is grateful to the Willard and 
Pat Walker Charitable Foundation 
for providing funding to establish a 
Pharmacy Residency program at 
Mercy Northwest Arkansas. The 
grant provided the initial funding for 
the start-up phase of the program, 
which will be acknowledged as the 
Willard and Pat Walker Pharmacy 
Residency. Thanks to their longstanding 
commitment to both health and 
education, the new program will train 
high quality pharmacy school graduates 
in the specialty of hospital pharmacy 
for many years to come.

“The Walker Foundation is proud to 
partner with Mercy Hospital Northwest 
Arkansas. Providing outstanding 
health care to all Arkansans is one of 
our priorities and the Mercy Hospital 
Pharmacy Residency Program is another 
layer in achieving just that,” said Mandy 
Macke, executive director and vice 
chairman of the Willard & Pat Walker 
Charitable Foundation.

The program’s curriculum includes 
month-long rotations in infectious 
diseases, critical care, emergency 
medicine, medical/surgical and general 
cardiology. Residents can choose from 
elective rotations in antimicrobial 
stewardship, pediatrics/acute rehab, 
neonatal intensive care/obstetrics, 
as well as practice and clinical service 
management.

Walker 
Foundation 
Making its Mark
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Each day, families like the Littles are 
blessed by Mercy’s exceptional care 
teams and our commitment to providing 
advanced technologies that both save 
and improve lives, right here in Northwest 
Arkansas. Many of the programs, 
services and technological advances 
that we offer are made possible through 
philanthropic gifts from generous donors 
like you. Members of Mercy’s Women 
with a Mission giving society have a 
special passion for our tiniest patients 
and have provided numerous resources 
over the years for the NICU. WWAM 
members have also provided a doppler 
machine for cardiac patients, support for 
continuing education, and so much more. 
We are grateful to all of our generous 
donors who have chosen to join us in 
improving health care for our friends, 
families and neighbors. Bradley and Megan with their children, Raylan, Crosby and EmmyLou.

Mercy Health  
Foundation  
Northwest 
Arkansas 
Board of 
Directors

“Medical education, for all disciplines, will 
continue to be a significant focus for Northwest 
Arkansas. Mercy developed the Pharmacy 
Residency program as a way to fill a significant 
gap in pharmacy education in our region 
and state,” said David Fortner, vice president 
of operations, Mercy NWA. “Because of 
the generosity and collaboration from the 
Walker Foundation, our hospital will have the 
opportunity to train the next generation of 
pharmacists. With this support, our team has 
a clear path to continue efforts to elevate the 
clinical acumen of our pharmacy team, educate 

additional students and residents, and 
support recruitment efforts for highly skilled 
pharmacists that will be needed as our 
community continues to grow.”

Mercy graduated our first two residents at the 
end of June. One resident has matched to a 
second-year residency program where they 
will receive additional training in emergency 
medicine pharmacy. The other resident plans to 
work as a clinical pharmacist at a neighboring 
Mercy facility. The second class of residents 
began training in July 2022.
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For more information or to view a full donor list, scan the QR code 
or visit us online at mercyhealthfoundation.net/nwa

Our Mission 
As the Sisters of Mercy before us, we bring to life the healing ministry 
of Jesus through our compassionate care and exceptional service.

Our Purpose 
Through collaborative partnerships, Mercy Health Foundation impacts 
the flourishing of our communities by inviting into our ministry those who 
have a passion to improve quality of life and make care accessible for all.

Mercy Health Foundation 
Northwest Arkansas 
2710 S. Rife Medical Lane 
Rogers, AR 72758


