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Dear Friends of Mercy,
Hope.

At our core as humans, it’s possibly the greatest 
desire we have in common. The desire to know 
when we’re sick, there can be healing; when we’re 
filled with sorrow, there can be joy; and when we 
face uncertainty and darkness, a bright new day 
can still dawn.

The last couple of years have presented us all 
with a test. One that has required us to consider 
not only whether we might lose hope, but…
whether we would choose to be hope? I’m proud 
to say that our community and this ministry have 
overwhelmingly chosen the latter! Countless acts 
of creativity, service, sacrifice and generosity have 
ensured that we’ve come out stronger than ever 
before, and have challenged us to discover new 
ways to make connections, engage in healing, 
bring joy and work diligently for a flourishing 
“new normal”.  

The work is never done, and we’ll continually need 
your support to make hope possible. From all of 
us here at Mercy Health Foundation, we offer 
you a sincere and profound thank you for your 
partnership and trust, and for your commitment 
to the prosperous and healthy future of everyone 
in our community. We look forward to sharing 
with you even brighter days ahead.   

With sincere thanks,

Patrick Pendleton 
Ed.D, Executive Director, 
Mercy Health Foundation Fort Smith

Our Funding Priorities

ED/ICU Expansion 
Mercy Fort Smith is expanding our emergency 
department from 29 to 50 rooms and increasing 
Intensive Care Unit capacity from 38 to 64 rooms. 
This investment will allow Mercy to increase our 
ability to care for more patients in a world-class 
environment, improve and expand services and ensure 
patients stay close to home, even for specialized care.

Cancer Care 
Mercy Fort Smith has seen an almost threefold growth 
in patients needing cancer care in the last several years. 
Projections show cancer care in the River Valley 
continuing to climb in the next 10 years, meaning 
our current need will outpace our capacity. 

Women’s and Children’s Services 
Last year Mercy Fort Smith served more mothers 
and welcomed more babies than ever before. Mercy is 
committed to providing the highest quality care through 
our outstanding labor and delivery department and the 
River Valley’s only Level IIIA NICU.

Your Gifts at Work
Because of generous 
donations and continued 
support from donors 
like you, below are 
some of the programs 
and services that were 
funded in fiscal year 2022.

Cancer Care 
$979,493

Area of Greatest 
Need – Fort Smith 
$552,794

NICU 
$133,453

Co-worker Crisis 
$102,634

Women 
with a Mission 
$46,848

Other 
$17,992
Includes Service Line 
Enhancements, Emergency 
Response, and Education

Charity Care 
$17,814

Hospice 
$9,286

Area of Greatest Need – 
Critical Access Hospitals 
$8,226 



Longtime Board Member’s 
Dedication to Mercy is Felt 
Throughout the Community
Scott Clark joined the Mercy Health Foundation Board of Directors in 2012 and is 
the incoming Board Chair. Scott has been in the insurance business for 30 years. 
It’s safe to say that he’s an entrepreneur at heart, operating several businesses 
across the River Valley. He’s been a dynamic board member, advocating for our 
patients and co-workers. “I love the dynamics of this board. We have community 
leaders in all different respects,” Scott said. “There are a lot of exciting things 
happening as Mercy is leading the charge to become the destination for 
medical treatment.”   

Like many who participate in the work of the 
Foundation, ensuring access to high quality health 
care in our community is a personal commitment 
for Scott. In 2011 Scott’s wife Deborah lost her sister, 
Karen, to ovarian cancer. Even through an incredibly 
difficult time, Scott said that the care his sister-in-law 
received was unforgettable. In addition to serving 
on the board, one way Scott ensures more people 
have access to unmatched care is by giving to the 
Foundation. He’s excited about the future of Mercy. 
Scott is looking forward to the current growth and 
construction of the emergency department and ICU, 
as well as the long-term benefits of our new residency program. 

 “I love the River Valley,” said Scott, a lifetime area resident. “For me, it’s the people… 
they are giving and kind.” 

Scott Clark, Mercy Health Foundation FY23 Chair

Doreen and her daughter both share 
a passion for horses. It was this 
passion that drew Doreen to the 
River Valley shortly after her 
daughter relocated here. 

Doreen, an 8-year breast cancer 
survivor, had several lymph nodes 
removed as part of her treatment. 
During her remission, she had been 
able to manage any lymphedema 
symptoms. Shortly after moving 
to the River Valley, she started 
experiencing swelling and pain in 
her arm. Her primary care physician, 
Dr. Gonzales, referred Doreen 
to Mercy Therapy Services.   

Community 
Supports Mercy 
with High-Quality 
Lymphedema 
Equipment

Physical Therapist, Chris, gets excited for the 
new state-of-the-art equipment for the clinic.

(continued on next page) (continued on next page)

Mercy’s Lymphedema Clinic was 
created in 2019 to provide specialized 
therapies to those suffering from 
lymphedema due to cancer, obesity 
and venous insufficiency and other 
conditions. Mercy has seen an 
overwhelming need for this service 
as the community ages, and as cancer 
and obesity rates increase. 

 “there are a lot 
of exciting things 

happening as 
mercy is leading 

the charge to 
become the 

destination for 
medical treatment.”



Our Mission 
As the Sisters of Mercy before us, we bring to life the healing ministry 
of Jesus through our compassionate care and exceptional service.

Our Purpose 
Through collaborative partnerships, Mercy Health Foundation impacts 
the flourishing of our communities by inviting into our ministry those who 
have a passion to improve quality of life and make care accessible for all.

His dedication to the work of Mercy Health Foundation has been felt throughout this community. 
It has helped make a real and lasting impact on the health of our family, friends and neighbors. 
Scott is a faithful supporter of the Birdies Fore Babies Golf Classic, which supports Mercy’s 
Level IIIa NICU, and Charity Ball, which supports innovation, technology and access to high quality 
care for all in the River Valley. When we work together, we can touch more lives, save more lives, 
and improve more lives. 
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Mercy Health Foundation was able to help meet 
this growing need by funding the purchase of two 
procedure chairs, a LymphaTouch (a tool to help 
stimulate lymph flow), and a body composition 
analyzer. 

When Doreen first visited the clinic, it only took a 
few minutes with the body composition analyzer 
to get an accurate and efficient measurement 
of the fluid in her limbs. Instead of gathering 
information with a tape measure and a computer 
program, this advanced piece of equipment can 
accurately measure small fluid differences in a 
patient’s limbs (as little as two tablespoons). 
“If one arm has more fluid, we know even before 
we start therapy and we can scientifically show 
the patient, so they understand,” says Jeaneen, 
a lymphedema therapist. Measuring body 
composition can also act as preventive care 
for those at risk for lymphedema, leading to 
early intervention.  

While the high-quality equipment impressed Doreen, our co-workers’ 
hearts touched her the most. “They are so caring. They aren’t there 
just doing their job. They really care about you and your progress,” 
she said. 

Her therapists were thrilled that Doreen’s lymphedema symptoms 
responded favorably to treatment. “When I lay my head on my pillow, 

I know I’ve done something to help my fellow man,” said Jeaneen.

Thanks to donors like you, Doreen’s lymphedema is now under better control, allowing her to 
spend more time riding horses and hanging out with her family.

Lymphedema Equipment
(continued from previous page)

Doreen, a Mercy grateful patient.

Longtime Board Member (continued from previous page)

 “i know i’ve done 
something to help 
my fellow man.”

Mercy Health Foundation Fort Smith 
PO Box 17000 
Fort Smith, AR 72917

For more information or to view a full donor list, scan the QR code 
or visit us online at mercyhealthfoundation.net/fortsmith


