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Duo Dog Jewel, CAMCAC’S facility dog, 
is trained to be a comfort and support dog 
for children that come in for services. 
Jewel came to the center in July 2021.



Dear Friends of Mercy,
While the past year was filled with uncertainty, our compassionate 
supporters helped Cooper-Anthony Mercy Child Advocacy Center 
persevere. In 2021, we served 726 children, a majority of whom 
experienced sexual abuse. Every child’s experience is different, 
and we are here to provide justice and healing in an environment 
where the child feels safe, secure and loved.

Throughout the pandemic, CAMCAC provided gas cards to 250 
families in need. In addition, we held our first ever black tie event, 
Night at the Manor, raising more than $72,000 to continue our 
vital services for children who have endured abuse.

Once again, Miracle on McAuley Court broke a record, raising more 
than $14,000! Thanks to our friends at Arkansas Electric Co-op, 
Holy Rollers, Hot Springs After Hours Rotary and Arkansas Foodbank, 
CAMCAC put those funds to use to make the holidays a little brighter 
for 89 children in 32 families. The money raised helped provide new 
bikes and toys, clothing, coats and shoes, and Christmas stockings 
stuffed with goodies. Families were also gifted a ham and all the 
trimmings needed for a holiday dinner.

We expanded our Prevention Team, adding a new co-worker to help cover 
more classroom presentations. Empower Me!, our body safety program, 
was taught to more than 13,000 students in 675 K–3rd classrooms. 
In addition, 1,500 adults received training to help them identify and report 
signs of child abuse. We also added a new educational program that 
will allow us to reach even more students in the 2022-2023 school year 
by expanding our reach to include students in grades 4 and 5.

We are encouraged by the love and support we receive from the 
communities we serve. We know that our mission speaks for itself, 
and we’re honored to bring to life the healing ministry of Jesus 
through our compassionate care and exceptional service. On behalf 
of Cooper-Anthony Mercy Child Advocacy Center, thank you for 
making a difference in the life of a child.

Tracey Childress 
Director 
Cooper-Anthony Mercy Child Advocacy Center

Our Funding Priority
Capital Improvements 
Funds raised will support capital 
improvements for Hot Springs, Benton, 
and Mena, which will help us develop 
new programs and evaluate services 
that enhance quality of care, 
as community needs arise.

Your Gifts at Work
Because of generous donations 
and continued support from donors 
like you, below are some of the 
programs and services that garnered 
support in fiscal year 2022.

Grants - $1,082,413

Major & Annual Giving - $874,372

Events - $170,430

Mena: Charlotte Kraiger, 
Mental Health Professional, 
The Guidance Center.

Benton: Marisa Amundson, 
Senior Investigator with Arkansas State Police: 
Crimes Against Children Division.

Hot Springs: Serene Garcia, 
Advocate, Cooper-Anthony Mercy 
Child Advocacy Center.

Congratulations to our CAMCAC Superheroes!
Each year, CAMCAC 
recognizes one 
individual from 
each community 
for outstanding 
service to children 
and honors those 
who serve on the 
front lines in the war 
against child abuse. 



Trauma, Hope, 
and Healing
CAMCAC is grateful for our four Mental Health 
Therapists. Each one is specially trained in 
Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy 
(TF-CBT), an evidence-based treatment for children 
and adolescents impacted by trauma, as well as their 
parents or caregivers. Research shows that TF-CBT 
successfully resolves a broad array of emotional and 
behavioral difficulties associated with single, multiple 
and complex trauma experiences. Therapies are 
designed to reduce negative emotional and behavioral 
responses following trauma. Treatment addresses 
distorted or upsetting beliefs and attributions related to 
trauma. It provides a supportive environment in which 
children are encouraged to talk about their traumatic 
experiences and learn coping skills.

Each child who comes through our doors is offered this 
type of therapy, though not all may need it. Therapy will 
last an average of 16-20 weeks, but patients can return 
for additional therapy any time, up to age 18. When 
children return to therapy, it is usually in response 
to something that triggers past trauma. Triggers can 
include sights, sounds, smells or thoughts that are in 
some way reminders of a of a traumatic event.

CAMCAC also offers Child Parent Psychotherapy 
(CPP), a treatment for children exposed to trauma in 
their first five years of life. The child and their parent 
or caregiver typically receive a type of psychotherapy 
called Eye Movement Desensitization and Reprocessing 
(EMDR). EMDR is designed to alleviate the distress 
associated with traumatic memories.

Our annual holiday fundraiser, Miracle on McAuley Court, 
helps make Christmas a little brighter for some of the families 
we served during the year. With the help of volunteers 
and donations, Christmas gifts and food were provided 
to families in need.

This year, CAMCAC partnered with Arkansas Electric Co-op 
for coats, Holy Rollers for bikes, skateboards and scooters, 
and Hot Springs After Hours Rotary for Christmas stockings. 
In addition to these items, each child received an outfit, new 
shoes, and three items from their wish list. Each family also 
received a ham and other food items needed to prepare a 
holiday meal, courtesy of Arkansas Foodbank.

Last year, 89 children 
and 32 families 
experienced the joy of 
Christmas, thanks to 
the generous support 
of our community.

Women with a Mission 
members along with 
countless volunteers 
shopped, wrapped and 
helped distribute the 
gifts. On distribution 
night, which took place 

at St. John the Baptist Catholic School, volunteers manned a 
cocoa station, a reading station, and an arts and crafts station 
for the children while the gifts were loaded in cars.

This wonderful event has quickly become a favorite for the 
residents of our communities, and we simply could not have 
done it without their support” said Tracey Childress, Director.

CAMCAC therapists top row: Susan Stewart, LPC, NCC and  
Shannon Gachot-Ridgley, LPC. Bottom row: Lisa Baldwin, LPC 
 and Jennifer Stevens, LPC. 

Miracle on McAuley Court

CAMCAC partners with Holy Rollers 
in Benton to provide bikes, skateboards, 
and scooters for local children.

Volunteers come 
together every year 
for a wrapping party 
for the Christmas 
program.
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Guests attended CAMCAC’s first annual black tie fundraiser, 
Night at the Manor.

Dr. Blayne and Mrs. Emily Tipton, and 
Dr. Jordan and Mr. Jacob Powell.

CAMCAC Director Tracey Childress, 
Heather McKim, CAMCAC Board 
President Dr. Samantha Christian, 
and Amy Tinsley. 

Mercy Health  
Foundation  
CAMCAC 

Board of 
Directors

Cooper-Anthony Mercy Child Advocacy Center 
216 McAuley Ct. 
Hot Springs, AR 71913

Our Mission 
As the Sisters of Mercy before us, we bring to life  
the healing ministry of Jesus through our  
compassionate care and exceptional service.

Our Purpose 
Through collaborative partnerships, Mercy Health Foundation 
impacts the flourishing of our communities by inviting into our 
ministry those who have a passion to improve quality of life 
and make care accessible for all.

Cooper-Anthony Mercy Child Advocacy Center held 
our first annual black tie event, Night at the Manor, on 
October 14, presented by Tito’s Handmade Vodka.

Signature Events helped plan and execute an elegant 
night of casino-themed games and entertainment at 
Mermaid Manor. Wally and Lisa Stone generously 
donated the use of the venue for the evening. 
The event featured food by Catering Temptations 
and music by Jacob Flores. A live auction included 
paintings by local artists, jewelry and a trip to 
Costa Rica. More than 150 people attended the 
event, which raised $72,292 for CAMCAC.

For more information, scan the QR code or visit us online at mercyhealthfoundation.net/CAMCAC


