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Together we can touch more lives. Save more lives. And improve more lives.

Dear Friend of Mercy,

Mercy Northwest Arkansas continues to thrive because of you. The unwavering support from generous donors near 
and far ensures the highest quality of care is available. Contributions over the past year have provided for the immediate 
technological and equipment needs to serve COVID-19 patients and protect our frontline co-workers, while also supporting 
ongoing advancements throughout Cardiology, Women’s and Children’s, and Neurosciences service lines, among many others.  

While we couldn’t gather in person, we connected in many other ways, and greatly appreciate your support of Mercy and 
our entire team. We successfully transitioned both Mercy Golf Classic and the CF Outdoor Invitational into events adhering 
to health care guidelines. We re-envisioned O’ Night Divine Charity Ball into a virtual online giving platform – The SnowBall 
Effect: Giving Together, Gaining Momentum. This virtual fundraising event offered corporate engagement opportunities as 
well as individual, peer-to-peer fundraising.  Our Northwest Arkansas community continues to embrace Mercy and we are 
blessed by each and every donor, volunteer, advocate and supporter.

On behalf of Mercy’s team of co-workers and providers, the Foundation staff and our Board of Directors, thank you for your 
support. Together we are changing lives.  

Sincerely,

Clark Ellison 
Vice President of Development 
Mercy Health Foundation Northwest Arkansas

Your Gifts at Work
Because of generous donations and continued support from donors like you,  
below are some of the programs and services that were funded in fiscal year 2021.

Our Funding Priorities

Heart Care 
Offers the very latest in heart disease treatment options with access to advances in cardiac care.

Neurosciences 
Expands neuroscience services in Northwest Arkansas, providing improved access for our community 
and advanced technologies that reduce surgical times and complications, and improve outcomes 
for patients with stroke, traumatic brain injury and other neurological concerns.

Women’s and Children’s Services 
Supports a comprehensive range of services to meet women’s unique health needs, maternity care, 
and care for our tiniest patients through NICU and pediatric services.

Area of Greatest Need - $2,454,956

Surgery: Robotics and Orthopedics - $1,252,794

Neuroscience Services - $750,000

Inpatient Rehabilitation - $500,000

Women’s and Children’s Care - $430,008

Emergency Response Fund - $343,808

Adult Cystic Fibrosis Clinic - $150,751

Cardiology Services - $61,015

Co-worker Crisis Fund - $37,188

Educational Scholarships - $25,195



Women with a Mission – 12 Years of Giving
The Susan Barrett Women with a Mission members raised $88,000 this year to support programs and 
services at Mercy Northwest Arkansas.  Their philanthropic gifts will provide an ultrasound machine 
and patient navigator bags for Breast Center patients, a fetal monitor system, mattress overlays and an 
ultrasound machine for Women’s and Children’s, a doppler machine for cardiac patients, as well as a 
gift towards the Event Terrace expansion.  

For nearly 20 years, Paul and Martha Bergant have been two of 
Mercy’s strongest advocates. Their wisdom has helped enlighten 
Mercy leadership and their generous spirits have helped perpetuate 
Mercy’s mission of compassionate care.

No doubt their personal involvement alone would be a gift cherished 
by any nonprofit organization. But Paul and Martha ensured long 
ago that theirs would be a generational legacy. Following in their 
footsteps, daughters Kuffa Jones, Trisha Klaus and Farris Bergant are 
already making their own marks on the philanthropic landscape.

Kuffa, who lives in New Orleans, is an active supporter of Mercy 
Family Center and sponsor of its 2018 Color of Hope Gala. In 2019, 
she joined Mercy Family Center’s board of directors. 

Trisha is involved with her kids’ Parent-Teacher Organization 
and has produced elementary yearbooks for the last seven years. 
She has also put her design background to work as a board member 
of the Arthritis Foundation of Kansas City, helping create several 
fundraising events.

Farris, the youngest of the three, is participating in volunteer work 
with Crystal Bridges Artinfusion group as an ambassador and has 
worked to help raise money for the Rogers Humane Society. 

“It’s a joy to watch your children put into action the values you 
believe you imparted to them. Paul and I recognize we have been 
very blessed, and we know this spirit of gratitude will be carried 
forward by our children,” said Martha.

Paul and Martha’s daughters’ path to volunteering and philanthropy 
comes as no surprise to Mercy Health Foundation Vice President 
Clark Ellison. “I know the girls have witnessed the impact their parents 
have had on the Mercy mission these past 20 years. We are so 
grateful for everything Paul and Martha have done for Mercy,” he said.

Here is a quick snapshot of their wonderful commitment:

Paul served 10 years on the Mercy Health Foundation Board from 
2004 - 2014. Rather than taking a break, he joined the Mercy 
Hospital Board and still serves there today. Martha has been a 
long-time volunteer for Mercy’s Charity Ball, bringing her insights 
and experience to the Food Committee since 1998. When Mercy 
began exploring the establishment of our Women With A Mission 
Annual Giving Society, Martha was an obvious choice to serve as 
a founding co-chair in 2009. She has been giving the organization 
her leadership and support now for more than a decade.

In addition to the energy, enthusiasm and time they have shared 
with Mercy, the Bergant family has been among Mercy’s most 
generous financial supporters, and the family tradition continues 
here as well:

Martha is a Charter Member of Women With A Mission and 
continues her support annually. Together Paul and Martha have 
sponsored the Charity Ball since 1998—over 20 years! As a family, 
Paul and Martha have joined daughter Kuffa in agreeing to match 
all monies raised for Mercy Family Center’s (New Orleans) 2021 
Gala. Paul was a vital member of Mercy’s Opening Doors Campaign 
Cabinet which raised funds for the new patient tower and new 
clinic openings. With his guidance, the campaign secured a major 
donation from J.B. Hunt Trucking. Most recently, they made a 
major contribution to the Opening Doors Campaign which Mercy 
recognized with the naming of “The Bergant Family Event Terrace.” 
They followed this with another gift to expand the Terrace, which 
they dedicated to Mercy co-workers for their tireless efforts during 
the pandemic.

When asked “Why Mercy?” Paul said, “Martha and I support Mercy 
for two simple yet vital reasons: first, we understand the tremendous 
impact they have in this community. It’s important to know our time 
and resources are making a difference. But more importantly, it’s 
about shared values. We believe in Mercy’s commitment to care for 
the poor and less advantaged in our community.”

Today, Americans are donating more than a billion dollars a day to 
charity while volunteering 8.8 billion hours a year. We don’t have to 
look too far or wonder whether the next generation will pick up the 
torch. For the Bergants, the answer is all in the family!

For the Bergants… 
It’s All In The Family!

The Bergant family. Photo taken prior to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Our Mission 
As the Sisters of Mercy before us, we bring to life  
the healing ministry of Jesus through our  
compassionate care and exceptional service.

Our Purpose 
Through collaborative partnerships, Mercy Health Foundation 
impacts the flourishing of our communities by inviting into our 
ministry those who have a passion to improve quality of life 
and make care accessible for all.

The SnowBall Effect 
Gaining Momentum Together
Mercy’s iconic O’ Night Divine Charity Ball, a 27-year tradition, was reimagined in 2020. 
The SnowBall Effect: Giving Together | Gaining Momentum offered multiple opportunities to 
support programs, services and technological advancements at Mercy Northwest Arkansas.  

Latreice Watkins, executive vice president of 
consumables for Walmart, shared, “We are 
fortunate to have Mercy to rely on in good 
times and in times of need. Partnering together 
to serve the health care needs of Northwest 
Arkansas helps to advance the quality of life 
in the region.”

The SnowBall Effect provided multiple 
opportunities to support patients at every stage 
of life from providing life-saving equipment for 
our tiniest patients in the Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit to growing a new generation of pharmacists as part of a Pharmacy Residency 
Program, to offering advanced new technologies for the Neurosciences service line.  

This year, donors had an opportunity to support Mercy through corporate sponsorships, 
as well as online through a peer-to-peer fundraising platform. Each individual participant 
voted on the funding opportunity most important to them, and in coming together, 
became a snowflake.  

Clark Ellison, vice president of development, Mercy Health Foundation, shared “People 
are like snowflakes – unique and special in their own way. And just like snowflakes, when 
we stick together, we gain momentum and build something incredible for thousands of 
patients right here in Northwest Arkansas.”

Thanks to the tremendous response from the Northwest Arkansas community, 
SnowBall Effect raised over $1 million to help impact the lives of those we serve.  

Latreice Watkins, executive vice president of 
consumables for Walmart.


