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Together we can touch more lives. Save more lives. And improve more lives.

Our Strategic Areas of Focus

Dear Friends of Mercy,

From the bottom of our hearts, we would like to express our thanks for your continued generous support of 
Mercy Health Foundation. Your dedication and generosity allow Mercy’s mission to be lived out across the Mountain View 
community. You also have helped Mercy Health Foundation navigate life’s changes and challenges with enthusiasm 
for what tomorrow holds.

In July 2019, I was diagnosed with triple negative breast cancer. Over the last 15 years, I have been blessed to share with 
hundreds of families how important it is from a patient’s perspective to have cancer screenings and diagnostic testing close 
to home. If it weren’t for 3D mammography, my outcome may have been incredibly different. Currently, Mercy St. Francis 
Hospital does not offer 3D mammography services. We invite you to consider joining us to help provide this lifesaving 
technology to our patients.

You continue to give generously, and we are so grateful. Because of your partnership, together we have been able to impact 
quality of care by providing advanced technologies, equipment and services at Mercy St. Francis. Thank you again for your 
investment in Mercy and for entrusting us with your family’s care.  

With heartfelt gratitude,

Karen Simpson-Neasby 
Executive Director 
Mercy Health Foundation

Your Gifts at Work
Because of generous donations and continued support from donors like you,  
below are some of the programs and services that were funded in fiscal year 2021.

Capital - Facilities & Equipment - $26,208

Area of Greatest Need - $16,820

Community Support - $6,280

Co-worker Crisis Fund - $82

Emergency Dept - $10

Other - $512

3D mammography  
Early detection of breast cancer provides the best outcomes and best chance at survival for women.  
Currently, Mercy St. Francis Hospital does not have 3D mammography. Providing the opportunity 
to have this technology close to home will be lifesaving for women in the community.

Patient access and exterior refresh 
Mercy St. Francis Hospital continues to be a beacon of light on Highway 60. Significant renovation 
to the patient access/registration area and refreshing the exterior and campus starts an exciting 
new chapter for your community hospital.



Local Family’s Gift to Help Bring 
Technology to Mercy St. Francis
As one of the first babies born at Mercy St. Francis 
Hospital in 1957, Patty Orchard has always understood 
the importance of having high-quality health care 
close to home.

Now, she and her husband, Jerry, are contributing 
to that quality, with a gift of $10,000 toward the 
purchase of 3D mammography equipment for their 
hometown hospital.

“For more than 60 years, our ‘hospital on the hill’ 
has provided strong support for our rural 
community,” Orchard said. “This was so evident 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, as the staff at 
Mercy St. Francis kept us informed about how 
to protect ourselves. When the time came, they 
provided vaccines. Like us, they understand that 
our community deserves the very best health care, 
and we hope our gift advances that goal.”

While Mercy St. Francis currently offers digital mammography, 3D mammography 
is an advancement that can better detect areas of concern, particularly in women 

with dense breast tissue. Not only does 3D 
mammography reduce the need for more tests, 
it can detect smaller abnormalities, leading to 
quicker detection and easier treatment.

“Jerry and I especially connected with the goal 
of providing these advanced screenings in our 
community,” Orchard said. “We already have 
professional nurses and technicians, and this 
state-of-the-art imaging technology will help 
them better serve us all.”

The Orchards, who own Brown’s Farm & Garden 
in Mountain View, were able to increase their 
gift, thanks to help from a business supplier. 

“Our Purina Feed representative was able to help us apply for and receive matching 
funds through their incentive for local charitable contributions,” Patty Orchard 
explained. “We appreciate that our customers are loyal to us and to our local 
hospital, and we really appreciate Purina’s thoughtful contribution.”

Mercy Health Foundation 
St. Francis is pleased 
to award $1,000 
scholarships to four 
students preparing 
for a career in a health 
care related field.

The Dr. Grace O. Doane 
Scholarships are specifically 
designed for students of the 
following schools:

—Liberty High School 
—Summersville High School 
—Winona High School 
—Eminence High School 
—Willow Springs High School 

Applicants are asked to submit 
their official high school 
transcripts, three letters of 
recommendation, and a 500-word 
essay on their future career plans 
and goals, including why Mercy’s 
mission is important to them.

“Growing our own is so important. 
It means so much for our patients 
to be cared for by friends and 
neighbors. We encourage students 
to return to Mercy St. Francis to 
practice upon their graduation, 
based on job availability,” said 
Mercy St. Francis administrator, 
Cindy Weatherford.

Students Receive 
Dr. Grace O. Doane 
Scholarships

Pizza Makes 
Everything Better
Thanks to a generous donation from 
Slice Out Hunger, Mercy Hospital Lebanon 
received pizza for 100 co-workers on the 
night shift from the NYC-based non-profit.

“State-of-the-art 
imaging technology 
will help our nurses 
and technicians 
better serve us all.”
             —Patty Orchard

Jerry and Patty Orchard

(continued on next page)
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Our Mission 
As the Sisters of Mercy before us, we bring to life  
the healing ministry of Jesus through our  
compassionate care and exceptional service.

Our Purpose 
Through collaborative partnerships, Mercy Health Foundation 
impacts the flourishing of our communities by inviting into our 
ministry those who have a passion to improve quality of life 
and make care accessible for all.

It is our pleasure to honor our 2021 
Dr. Grace O. Doane Scholarship recipients:

Scholarships (continued from previous page)

History of the Dr. Grace O. Doane Scholarship
Mercy St. Francis Hospital is grateful to Dr. Grace O. Doane for her investment in 
our hospital and community. Dr. Doane became the first woman to graduate with 
a doctorate from Drake Medical School in ear, nose and throat practices in 1913.

She came to know the Daughters of St. Francis soon after they arrived in Mountain 
View in 1956, working tirelessly to help meet their many basic needs — including 
a vehicle for the sisters to drive and a new oven to replace their tiny stove.

Dr. Doane later purchased property north of the hospital and built the hospital chapel 
in memory of her late husband, Dante Pierce. In 1959, she broke ground to start 
construction of the Sister’s House on the property she had purchased. She opened 
Judy’s Museum in 1958 and all proceeds from this museum went to provide financial 
assistance to the hospital.

Before her death in 1980, she established the Grace O. Doane Foundation, which 
provides an endowment gift of nearly $700,000 for Mercy St. Francis Hospital 
and is still used to provide scholarships to area students.

Donors continue to follow in Dr. Grace Doane’s footsteps by making donations 
to the Dr. Grace O. Doane Scholarship fund.

For more information about supporting the scholarship, please contact 
Stephanie Breedlove at 417-533-6017 or stephanie.breedlove2@mercy.net. 
Students interested in applying for the Doane scholarships should contact 
their high school counselor.

Kiah Reese 
Liberty 

High School 
Travel Nurse

Brynne Spurgin 
Eminence 

High School  
Radiation Therapist

Jaden Thacker 
Winona 

High School 
Physician

Cassidy Craig 
Summersville 
High School 

Nurse Practitioner


