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Together we can touch more lives. Save more lives. And improve more lives.

Our Strategic Areas of Focus

Dear Friend of Mercy Health Foundation,

On behalf of the Mercy Health Foundation Lebanon Board of Directors, we are pleased to share our annual report with you. 
As you read the stories of generosity, we hope you’ll feel the same gratitude and thankfulness that we do. The countless 
gifts made over the last year have been impactful for our patients, their loved ones and our care team members. A million 
thanks for your willingness to lean in and partner with Mercy Lebanon on so many different needs. Our hearts are full. 

We have all experienced the ups and downs that a worldwide pandemic has brought to this community and to the world, 
but it is comforting to know that Lebanon is blessed with generous donors who have graciously opened their hearts and 
continued much needed support during trying times. We look forward to continual progress and growth in the coming 
years and could not fulfill our community’s greatest needs without you. Your support and partnerships are significant 
and impactful, and we are so grateful. 

From cancer care to cardiac rehab, and from scholarships to Mercy Kids, your generosity means the world. To the families 
that have partnered with Mercy Health Foundation and left a legacy gift, we are so humbled by your kindness. We have 
also been incredibly blessed to have welcomed new members to our Corporate Partners Program. 

From all of us here at Mercy Health Foundation Lebanon, we offer you a sincere and profound thank you for your trust 
and dedication to the community we all serve. We look forward to sharing with you even brighter days ahead.  

With gratitude,

Karen Simpson-Neasby 
Executive Director 
Mercy Health Foundation Lebanon

Your Gifts at Work
Because of generous donations and continued support from donors like you,  
below are some of the programs and services that were funded in fiscal year 2021.

Cancer Care 
Hundreds of cancer cases 
are diagnosed in our 

community annually. Mercy oncologists 
offer advanced treatment for the most 
challenging diseases while keeping 
patients close to home. Funds raised 
by Mercy Health Foundation Lebanon 
support cancer services with 
compassionate caregivers, 
technology-driven treatments, 
programs and education.

Mercy Kids 
The Foundation’s 
Mercy Kids campaign 

improves the quality of care for 
Mercy’s littlest and most vulnerable 
patients. Updates to Mercy Kids will 
include renovating labor and delivery 
suites, improving the children’s 
pre-operative and post-surgical 
recovery bays, as well as enhancing 
waiting areas with play spaces and 
family-friendly furnishings. 

Innovative Care 
The Foundation 
continues to fund 

new technology that will 
bring a customized approach 
to treatment and improve 
healing times. With your help, 
Mercy Hospital Lebanon can 
continue to deliver the highest 
level of care possible.

Hospital Services - $68,591
Lebanon/Rolla Cancer Care - $56,700

Hospice - $9,677

Children’s Services - $5,309
Charity Care/ Community Support - $4,275 

Emergency Response Fund - $3,397



Cancer-Catching Equipment 
Arrives at Mercy Lebanon
Most of us know a colonoscopy is a screening tool doctors use to detect cancer. 
Now, thanks to a new device at Mercy Hospital Lebanon, problematic polyps 
can be removed during your routine screenings, without the need for surgery. 

The Erbe VIO 300 D is an electrosurgical device that enables doctors to remove 
polyps using heat in a focused area. A $40,000 gift from Richie and Christina 
Vaughan funded the lifesaving tool. The couple donated to Mercy Health 
Foundation in honor of Christina’s grandmother, Dorothy Hilton.

“She was a very caring woman who was always thinking of others,” Christina 
said. “She lived a God-centered life and ensured others’ needs were put above 
her own. Sadly, my grandmother was diagnosed with colon cancer and at the 
time, there was very little they could do about it.”

Equipped with the new Erbe device, doctors may be able to stop cancer before 
it starts. “Polyps come in a variety of types,” explained Dr. Kyle Ward, general 
surgeon at Mercy Hospital Lebanon. “Some harbor cancer and others can 
develop cancer if not removed. As the size of the polyp increases, so does the 
risk of developing cancer. The Erbe helps us catch polyps when they’re small and 
remove them immediately, without much – if any – discomfort to the patient.”

Christina knows that’s exactly what her grandmother would want. “She would be 
so happy looking down and seeing others taken care of quickly and with minimal 
intrusion,” she said. “Hopefully it will ensure that many can have their medical 
needs taken care of right here in Lebanon. We’re honored to be able to help bring 
the best health care to our community.”

Across the country, many have put off routine screenings like colonoscopies 
during the pandemic. Mercy doctors say early detection is key – so if you’re due, 
it’s time to make an appointment.

“Remember, with this device, we can take care of most polyps immediately,” 
Dr. Ward said. “Most likely, you’ll be able to resume your normal life without 
much inconvenience at all.”

The Vaughan family is dedicated to making a difference in the lives of neighbors 
right here in the Lebanon area. They encourage everyone to stop and consider 
how your family has been impacted by cancer. Make a gift in honor of your loved 
one. No matter the size of your donation, it will truly make a difference.

Christina and Richie Vaughan made a gift to the Foundation to help bring lifesaving technology 
to Mercy Lebanon.

David Plassmeyer, Lebanon resident, 
was enjoying a day at a local 
amusement park with his wife Rhonda, 
when he noticed that she seemed 
unusually tired. Little did he know, 
Rhonda’s heart was sending a message 
for help. Rhonda experienced subtle 
symptoms, including shortness of 
breath and decreased energy for a 
few more weeks. In December 2017, 
Rhonda passed away as a result of a 
cardiac event. Neither David nor Rhonda 
realized that women’s heart attack 
symptoms can often seem mild and 
be misinterpreted as other less serious 
health conditions. “Rhonda was always 
so active. We were a little concerned 
when she felt like she had to slow down 
a bit, but I would have never guessed her 
heart was struggling,” David said.

“In women, cardiac distress can often 
manifest itself as fatigue or flu-like 
symptoms for weeks or months before 
a serious cardiac event,” said Dr. Dawn 
Barker, Lebanon primary care physician. 
“Women, especially, tend to prioritize 
their family’s needs first, so they are 
more likely to ignore a subtle change in 
health. I always encourage my patients to 
really listen to their bodies and speak up 
when they aren’t feeling well. It may not 
be anything to worry about, but if it is, 
let’s identify the problem quickly—early 
detection of heart trouble saves lives.”

For David, he wishes he could have 
enjoyed many more years with his 
beloved wife.

David and Rhonda Plassmeyer

Local Donor Helps 
Raise Awareness 
for Heart Care 
in Lebanon

(continued on next page)
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Our Mission 
As the Sisters of Mercy before us, we bring to life  
the healing ministry of Jesus through our  
compassionate care and exceptional service.

Our Purpose 
Through collaborative partnerships, Mercy Health Foundation 
impacts the flourishing of our communities by inviting into our 
ministry those who have a passion to improve quality of life 
and make care accessible for all.

To honor her, he donated $10,000 to Mercy 
Health Foundation to help fund VersaCare 
as part of the cardiac rehab unit. VersaCare 
helps provide advanced cardiac monitoring 
for patients recovering from a cardiac event. 
David’s hope is to prevent another family’s 
heartache over a tragic loss. His gift will 
provide better outcomes and higher quality of 
life for others diagnosed with heart disease. 

“In addition to the Plassmeyer family’s 
support of the VersaCare monitoring system, 
their donation also helped fund a patient 
resource center,” said Karen Simpson-Neasby, 
executive director, Mercy Health Foundation. 
“The resource center will provide education 

We’ve learned to be creative and flexible in the 
ways we interact with one another, including 
virtual meetings and drive-by birthday parties. 
One of the outcomes of the pandemic was that 
patients were missing the opportunity to ring the 
Victory Bell to celebrate the completion of their 
chemotherapy treatments with their families. 

Outdoor Victory Bell 
installed at Lebanon 
and Rolla

Thanks to a generous gift from Lowe’s 
Home Improvement in Lebanon, patients 
can celebrate once again. Two Victory Bells 
were installed outdoors where patients and 
their loved ones could gather safely to mark 
the momentous occasion. 

The outdoor bells were placed at the Curry 
Cancer Center at Mercy Lebanon and at 
Mercy Clinic Rolla. Now, patients at both 
locations can once again ring the bell safely. 
A big thank you goes out to Lowe’s for 
ensuring this milestone moment for our 
cancer patients can continue.

Heart Care (continued from previous page)

and support for patients who have 
experienced a cardiac incident. Both 
David and Rhonda are lifelong educators. 
This gift would be especially meaningful 
to Rhonda, as books and learning were 
so special to her.”

Mercy Health Foundation thanks the 
entire Plassmeyer family for this generous 
contribution in loving memory of their 
cherished wife, mother, grandmother 
and teacher.

If you would like to make a contribution 
to support the great work of the Rhonda 
Plassmeyer Patient Resource Center, call 
the Foundation office at 417-533-6192.


