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Gambrel's Quail by David Bradford

Join Piney Woods Wildlife Society on Wednesday, April 21st, at 7 p.m. for an
interesting virtual presentation by David Bradford entitled “Southeast Arizona”.
The presentation will be via Zoom. Please email Claire at
cdmoore3i@gmail.com to receive the link to the presentation.

David Bradford will entertain us with photos and stories from previous trips to
Southeast Arizona. David leads birding tours and has taken clients to SE
Arizona for more than 20 years where they see some rarities and numerous
common western birds, while enjoying magnificent scenery. While in AZ, they
also visit four “Sky Islands”, mountain ranges surrounded by desert, searching
for birds. If you have questions in general about birding in SE Arizona this will
be a great time to get them answered. David will also discuss a few of his future
(four client only) tours he will be leading with only vaccinated individuals. To
learn more about all his tours, please visit:
https://birdtoursbydavidbradford.shutterfly.com/

Join PWWS for this presentation featuring birds from Southeast Arizona — it’s
always enjoyable to see these birds as they mostly differ from our eastern birds.

Please email Claire at cdmoore3i@gmail.com to get the Zoom meeting link for
the presentation on Wednesday, April 21st, at 7 p.m.

https://birdtoursbydavidbradford.shutterfly.com/


Elegant Trogon by David Bradford

Broad-billed Hummingbird by David Bradford



Tomball Bald Eagles Now Have Two Eaglets

by Claire Moore

Tomball Bald Eagle and two chicks - photo by Bryan Roberts

Our local Bald Eagles in Tomball have hatched two chicks and they are growing
bigger and bigger each day. They hatched at the end of February and are
probably as big as a bowling ball now. This year's brood hatched later than
those in recent years and that means that they will be around longer -- likely
through May of this year.



You can see photos and videos of the family at the Facebook site located at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/EnjoyTomballEagles/. Many local
photographers enjoy visiting the site and setting up their large telephoto lenses
to capture images of the eagle family in their daily activities. The Bald Eagles'
nest tree is approximately 700 feet (230 yards) away from where the
photographers and bird watchers sit, so be sure and bring a good pair of
binoculars or a spotting scope.

The nest is located behind the Target located at 14302 FM 2920 in Tomball.
See the accompanying photo for information on where to park.

Bald Eagle numbers in the lower 48 US States have grown and were delisted
from the Endangered Species List in 2007. Numbers have grown from just 417
known nesting pairs in the lower 48 in 1963 to 71,400 known nesting pairs now
according to an article by CBS News located at 
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/american-bald-eagle-populations-quadrupled-
since-2009/

Tomball Eagle soaring - Photo by Bryan Roberts

https://www.facebook.com/groups/EnjoyTomballEagles/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/american-bald-eagle-populations-quadrupled-since-2009/


Tomball Eagle bringing in a bass lunch for the eaglets (close up in lower left corner) while the other adult
eagle encourages from a nearby branch - photo by Bryan Roberts

Location of Bald Eagle nest in Tomball located in this circled location in pine trees behind the Target at
14302 FM 2920 - Photo by Claire Moore



Tomball Target and parking for bald eagle viewing - Photo by Mike Maddox



Note from PWWS President

Happy Spring!

Hope you can get out and enjoy this time of year. For April and May we will 
continue to have our virtual meetings. As usual, we will take off for June, July 
and August.



Our goal is to resume in person meetings at the Lodge in September, pending
the successful outcome of our recovery from the pandemic. We are considering
a simultaneous Zoom of the September meeting for those not able to join us.

Take care all, Spring is a hopeful time for all of us.

Kathy, Your President

AVOIDING CRASH LANDINGS

By Cheryl Conley, TWRC Wildlife Center

Photo by Cheryl Conley

It’s happened to most of us. We hear something hit a window and when we go
outside to check it out, we find a little bird laying on the ground. The same thing
happens with other shiny objects like chrome car bumpers, car mirrors, grills
and gazing balls.

Why do birds fly into these objects? There are a couple of reasons. The most
likely explanation is that birds see the reflection of the sky or vegetation and
thinking it’s real, try to fly into it. Another reason is that some species are
territorial and aggressive and when they see their own reflection, they think it’s a
rival and they try to attack it. This happens more frequently during mating
season.



It’s estimated that up to 1 billion birds die every year from window strikes but
there are things you can do to protect our fine-feathered friends.

• Put tape on your windows. You can purchase reflective tape on Amazon made
especially for protecting birds. There are many other sites as well. Just do a
general search on how to protect birds from window strikes. Be sure to follow
the instructions for correct placement. 
• Decals. Companies like Window Alert sell decals specifically made to protect
birds from window strikes. They also sell a unique spray that can be applied to
your windows. Check other websites as well to get the best price. 
• Add screens to your windows. Easy Up Shade (easyupshade.com) offers
shades that attach with suction cups so they can be easily removed if needed. 
• Get creative and paint your windows with non-toxic tempura paint. You can
easily change your artwork with the seasons or for special occasions. 
• Close your drapes or blinds. 
• If you have feeders near windows, consider moving them away from the
windows. 
• Place small mesh netting over your windows. You can use a frame to make it
easy to hang up and remove. It should be at least 3 inches from the window. 
• Collide Scape (collidescape.org) makes a one-way transparent film that allows
you to see out but makes the window appear opaque from the outside. 
• Install outside sun shades or shutters.

If you find a bird that has hit a window, gently pick it up and examine it for
injuries. If there are no apparent injuries and you don’t see any blood,
sometimes the bird just needs a few minutes to recover. Place it in the shade in
a safe area and watch it. If it hasn’t recovered in 15 minutes, please call us. You
may need to bring the bird to us for emergency care. 713-468-TWRC.

Let’s work together to save our wild friends.

TWRC Wildlife Center 
Houston, Texas

Heart Happening

By Carole Allen



Sea Turtle - Photo by Hank Arnold

Texas Stranding and Cold Stunning Updates 
Mar 9 at 9:50 AM

Texas Stranding and Cold Stunning Followers:

This is a combination of our normal monthly update about sea turtle strandings
on the Texas coast and our latest update about cold stunning here. Please
forgive any duplicate receipt of this message. I am sending this information to
two email distribution lists (Texas stranding update/pulse and Texas cold
stunning update) and there is overlap of some individuals on the two lists. I did
not want anyone to miss this post and do not have time to compare people on
the two lists now.

During February 2021, 44 uncategorized sea turtles strandings were recorded
in Texas. The 10-year-average for strandings in Texas during February (2011-
2020) is 41. The 44 uncategorized stranded turtles recorded in February
included 40 green turtles and 4 loggerheads. Of the 142 uncategorized
strandings found in January and February of 2021, most were found in south
Texas, including 79 (55.6%) in zone 20 and 56 (39.4%) in zone 21. 
So far during the winter of 2020-2021, more than 12,155 cold stunned turtles
have been recorded in Texas, including about 12,063 from the current event in
February 2021.

The total of 12,155 cold stunned turtles found so far: 
* more than triples the 3,702 cold stunned turtles found in Texas during the



winter of 2017-2018 in the previous largest cold stunning event recorded in
Texas since the STSSN was established in 1980. 
* more than doubles the 4,613 cold stunned turtles recorded in Florida during
2010 in the previous largest cold stunning event recorded in the U.S. since the
STSSN was established in 1980.

A total of 4,259 of these cold stunned turtles were rescued alive, rehabilitated,
and released into the Gulf of Mexico offshore between February 21–23,
including: 
* On February 21-22, 2,246 green turtles and 2 loggerheads found cold stunned
in and near the Lower Laguna Madre during the previous week and
rehabilitated, were released into the Gulf of Mexico offshore from South Padre
Island. 
* On February 22, 1,065 green turtles and 1 loggerhead found cold stunned in
and near the Upper Laguna Madre and Corpus Christi Bay during the previous
week and rehabilitated, were released into the Gulf of Mexico offshore from
Mustang Island. 
* On February 23, 920 green turtles found cold stunned in and near the Upper
Laguna Madre and Corpus Christi Bay during the previous week and
rehabilitated, were released into the Gulf of Mexico offshore from Mustang
Island. 
* On February 23, 25 green turtles found cold stunned on the upper Texas
coast during the previous week and rehabilitated, were released into the Gulf of
Mexico offshore from Galveston Island.

Only a few cold stunned turtles remain in rehabilitation; these had more
extensive injuries, but most are expected to fully recover and be released soon.

Data presented here are preliminary, final numbers for this cold stunning event
are still being tallied, data records are being reconciled with incoming forms
from the stranding projects, and final numbers likely will not be known for a few
more weeks. A few cold stunned turtles continue to wash up daily, and patrols
are ongoing in some inshore areas where turtles continue to be found and
areas not searched well previously. We request that anyone working or
recreating in Texas bays, channels, and passes please be vigilant for cold
stunned turtles and report any that they see to us by calling 1-866-TURTLE5
(which is 1-866-887-8535). You will then be directed to the STSSN project lead
for the geographic area in Texas than you have found turtles in. For example, if
you are on the Upper Laguna Madre/Corpus Christi Bay, please call me at 1
(361) 949-8173, ext. 226. We will provide further directions to you after we
receive your report. We thank the many organizations and people that aided
with search, recovery, rehabilitation, and release of these cold stunned turtles in
Texas.



Data are a portion of the official data from the national Sea Turtle Stranding and
Salvage Network database. Any publication or use of this data must credit the
Sea Turtle Stranding and Salvage Network. Users with the intent to publicly
present or publish this data should consult and collaborate with contributing
network coordinators. I am the Texas Coordinator of the STSSN and my contact
information is listed below. Additional details and near real time data can be
found at: https://grunt.sefsc.noaa.gov/stssnrep/. Additional information regarding
sea turtle strandings in the Northern Gulf of Mexico can be found on NOAA’s
web page: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/marine-life-
distress/frequent-questions-northern-gulf-mexico-sea-turtle-strandings

Best wishes, 
Donna

Donna J. Shaver, Ph.D.

Chief, Division of Sea Turtle Science and Recovery, National Park Service,
Padre Island National Seashore

Texas Coordinator, Sea Turtle Stranding and Salvage Network

Telephone (361) 949-8173, ext. 226; fax: (361) 949-9134

Work hours: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm, Monday through Friday

E-mail: donna_shaver@nps.gov

Website: http://www.nps.gov/pais/

Facebook: Padre Island NS Division of Sea Turtle Science and Recovery

You Tube: Padre Island NS Division of Sea Turtles

Frontiers: https://loop.frontiersin.org/people/610704/overview

Google Scholar: https://scholar.google.com/citations?
user=34TIAO8AAAAJ&hl=en

Gulfbase: https://www.gulfbase.org/people/dr-donna-j-shaver

Herpetologist Highlight: https://herpetologistsleague.org/herpetologist-highlight/

Orcid: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1379-8974

https://grunt.sefsc.noaa.gov/stssnrep/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/marine-life-distress/frequent-questions-northern-gulf-mexico-sea-turtle-strandings
http://www.nps.gov/pais/
https://loop.frontiersin.org/people/610704/overview
https://www.gulfbase.org/people/dr-donna-j-shaver
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1379-8974


Publons: https://publons.com/researcher/2655702/donna-j-shaver/ 
Research Gate: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Donna_Shaver

Sea Turtle - Photo by Hank Arnold

HUMMINGBIRDS AT RANCHO NATURALISTA, COSTA
RICA-PART 7/THE GREEN-CROWNED BRILLIANTS!

Photos By Wayne Easley

https://publons.com/researcher/2655702/donna-j-shaver/


Green-Crowned Brilliant displaying at Verbena Norte, 10-18-11 - Photo by Wayne Easley

The Green-crowned Brilliant Hummingbird that frequents my back yard is one of
my favorites. They are sometimes called Green-fronted Hummingbirds. A rather
large robust hummer, its sheer size means it has to perch when feeding from
my nectar feeders. The male is an emerald or bronzy green with a small violet
blue stick pin on the throat. The blue can be seen only at certain angles and is
lacking in the female. Both male and female birds have a white spot behind the
eye. The female has a short white malar mark that separates her from other
hummers. The birds have a sleek look to themselves and possess a long
straight beak. The tail is blue-black and has a v-shape.

Ranging from the foothills and lower mountains of Costa Rica (mainly on the
Caribbean side of the country) to Western Ecuador, Green-crowned Brilliants
are magnificent hummers. They can be seen perched at nectar feeders but also
spend a lot of time visiting flowers. They are reported to visit hundreds of
tubular blossoms in a day's time making them valuable pollinators of plants.
They are often seen perched on large clumps of airplants along river banks
where they defend vigorously their domain. Their flight is fast and darting and
often they end up fighting with other hummers of the area. It is thought there is
some altitudinal migration between the wet and dry seasons. Hats off to the
very impressive Green-crowned Brilliant Hummingbirds. They are real winners.
Seeing a gorgeous male Green-crowned Brilliant with that violet blue bowtie
makes you want to break out the camera with that long lens on it.

Pictures of Green-crowned Brilliant Hummingbirds:



1-A male Green-crown stretching its wings.

2-A male Green-crown showing the violet-blue stick pin.

3-Close up of male bird.

4-Male Green-crown.

5-Female showing the emerald and white spotting plus the identifying white
malar mark.

6-8-Male Brilliants.

9-Immature Green-crowned Brilliant. Young look somewhat like the adult male
or female but are duller.

10-Green-crown defending fighting with a Green-breasted Mango.



Green-Crowned Brilliant displaying at Verbena Norte, Costa Rica. 10-19-11 -
Photo by Wayne Easley



Green-Crowned Brilliant closeup at Casa Rancho Aug26-19 - Photo by
Wayne Easley



Green-Crowned Brilliant at Casa Rancho, Costa Rica. Aug 26-19 - Photo by Wayne Easley



Green-Crowned Brilliant at Bosque de Paz, Costa Rica - Photo by Wayne Easley



Green-Crowned Brilliant at Verbena Norte, 10-18-11 - Photo by Wayne Easley



Green-Crowned Brilliant at Bosque de Paz, Costa Rica - Photo by Wayne Easley



Green-Crowned Brilliant - Photo by Wayne Easley



Immature Green-Crowned Brilliant at Bosque de Paz, Costa Rica March of 2014 - Photo by Wayne Easley



Hummingbird fight, Mango in background and Green-Crowned Brilliant in Foreground Aug 2019 Casa
Rancho, Costa Rica - Photo by Wayne Easley

Photos by Sandy Crystal



Immature Male Ruby-throated Hummingbird migrating through last night! (3-30-2021) Backyard Clear Lake
City (Houston) Texas - Photo by Sandy Crystal



Flocks of White Pelicans Sunday at Sylvan Beach Park. The Texas Master Naturalist group was searching
the skies for hawks/raptors. White Pelicans are always a welcome sight, too! La Porte, Texas - Photo by
Sandy Crystal

Juxtaposition. On the inside, my collection of Boyd/Degenhart toothpick holders (the pattern is called Forget-
Me-Not because of the flower rim). On the outside, from a mere month ago, unforgettable icicles from the



artic blast that happened here in Texas. This is how my artist's eye (thank you, Dara) and weirdly wonderful
brain works! - Photo by Sandy Crystal

Tree Swallow (part of a flock) at Deloris Fenwick Nature Center. The sun was showcasing the beautiful blue
sheen of this bird! Pearland, Texas - Photo by Sandy Crystal



Looky who showed up at a feeder in the shade tonight at 6:40pm! Adult Male Ruby-throated Hummingbird.
(Muted flash was used so not to startle). Backyard Clear Lake City (Houston) Texas 3-25-2021 - Photo by
Sandy Crystal



Platform Feeder Trio! Male Purple Finch, Female Cardinal, Male Cardinal. Backyard Clear Lake City
(Houston) Texas - Photo by Sandy Crystal

Photos by Bill Miller

She works while he watches - 3-3-2021 - Photo by Bill Miller



Bluebird - Photo by Bill Miller

Bluebird - Photo by Bill Miller



American Goldfinch - Photo by Bill Miller

American Goldfinch - Photo by Bill Miller

Sabine Pass - March 18, 2021 - Scissor-Tailed
Flycatchers

Photos by Paul Gregg



Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher - Photo by Paul Gregg

Sabine Pass - March 18, 2021 - Scissor-Tailed Flycatchers

Greetings!

I had left Sabine Woods to look for birds in a different area around Sabine Pass
and as I was returning to the Woods, Michael Cooper’s car was stopped on the
opposite side of Highway 87. I stopped and asked him what was up. “Scissor-
tailed Flycatchers,” he shouted. I said, “where?” and he said, “look out your
passenger window!” And there the two were, sitting on the barbed wire fence.
Both of us parked our cars on the road, across HWY 87 from the birds. We got
out and for the next 20 or 30 minutes, we walked back and forth, firing off
photos of the birds as they would fly off the fence, go low to the grass and
return to the fence with an insect in their beaks.

Michael is a “birder/photographer” whose photos are often found in the
Facebook Group “Birds of Texas”. It seems to me that he must live over in that
area, because he’s always there when I visit Sabine Woods. He wondered if the
two Scissor-tailed Flycatchers had possibly just landed from flying across the
Gulf of Mexico from the Yucatan.

The two definitely lived up to their namesake because we observed how they
would either leave the fence, fly low and pluck an insect out of the air, or
sometimes would come down to the grassy area and seize their prey from the
grass. Their pastel orange and red color on their underside and spread tails as
they sometimes hover just over the grass is a welcome challenge to



photographers and delight of observers.

I don’t know how many photos Michael took, but I think I fired off somewhere
around 175. A very lucky butterfly is included in one of my photos. For
Photographers, I was using the Canon R6, with an adapter and my 100-400L
lens. Most photos were shot at 1/4000sec.; F-8, ISO at “auto ISO” turned out
photos between ISO 1250 and ISO 3200. Photos processed in Lightroom CC
and Topaz.

For more information about these beautiful birds, go to:
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Scissor-tailed_Flycatcher/lifehistory

Enjoy!

Paul Gregg, SMSGT, USAF (Ret.)

Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher - Photo by Paul Gregg

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Scissor-tailed_Flycatcher/lifehistory


Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher - Photo by Paul Gregg

Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher - Photo by Paul Gregg



Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher - Photo by Paul Gregg

Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher - Photo by Paul Gregg



Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher - Photo by Paul Gregg

Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher - Photo by Paul Gregg



Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher - Photo by Paul Gregg

Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher - Photo by Paul Gregg

Cattail Marsh - March 15, 2021

Photos by Paul Gregg



Green-Winged Teal - Photo by Paul Gregg

We visited Cattail Marsh, over near Beaumont on Monday, March 15, 2021.
(See the photo of the boardwalk, attached.) Though the prior population of
hundreds (and thousands) of wintering water and shore birds have left the area,
there were a good variety of leftovers staying behind for unknown reasons and
we observed quite a variety; but I didn't get photographs of all the species we
counted. The stars of the photos are the Blue-winged Teal, as they seemed to
be the most active while others were mostly sort of taking it easy. A couple
times Blue-winged Teals would do what appears to be a bathing action where
they dip their bodies almost totally underwater a few times, then lift their bodies
up and spread their wings, flapping them. I think I got a pretty good shot of one
with the blue/white/greenish colors showing.

A few Green-winged Teal were present and I love the colors on them, but they
weren't very active in wing flapping. Northern Shovelers were unusually
accepting of people walking on the boardwalk and their nearness helped with
photo taking. Late in the afternoon when we returned from a walk around the
retention ponds, a Black-necked Stilt flew in and waded around, near the
boardwalk, posing nicely. Common Gallinules and American Coots were
everywhere (sorry, no photos).

We decided to take a walk around the marsh and headed south on the wide
bank. We walked maybe 75 yards and heard a Painted Bunting calling out. We
stood and waited for maybe 20 minutes and it never showed itself. We
identified it by the call, and followed the sound a few yards, but it kept low in the
marsh, never showing itself. Continuing to the first left, we found a very



cooperative and photogenic Pied-billed Grebe. Grebes are usually pretty
skittish, but this one didn’t appear to be to concerned with our presence. As we
continued on the walk, we saw a few more birds, including a Marsh Wren, but it
only showed itself for less than a heartbeat, continuing to work among the lower
section of the bank. When we finally got to the northern section of the
watershed, we found one Bald Eagle perched high in a pine tree maybe 40
yards from its nest. Harlan, a friend from over in that area told us later that it
appears the eagle pair were not able to produce eaglets this year.

For birders who are looking for Purple Martins, there is a martin house right at
the parking lot at Cattail Marsh. The house is more of a condo, with maybe 6
gourds specially constructed for them. We observed at least 3 going in and out
of the houses and calling out. That’s great news for northern folk – the purple
martins are on the way!

Here’s a list of birds, not photographed, or photographs were not good enough
to share: Cinnamon Teal, Mottled Duck, White Faced Ibis, White Ibis, Red-tailed
Hawk, Northern Harrier (3), Cattle Egret, Great Egret, Neo-tropical Cormorant,
Anhinga, Boat-tailed Grackle, Red-winged Blackbird.

We can definitely proclaim “Spring is beginning to spring!” The Black-
Swallowtail Butterfly provided just a bit of icing on the cake of a beautiful day!

Enjoy,

Paul Gregg, SMSGT, USAF (Ret.)



Blue-winged Teal - Photo by Paul Gregg

Blue-winged Teal - Photo by Paul Gregg



Pied-billed Grebe- Photo by Paul Gregg

Black Swallowtail - Photo by Paul Gregg



Northern Shoveler - Photo by Paul Gregg

Blue-winged Teal - Photo by Paul Gregg



Northern Shoveler - Photo by Paul Gregg

Black-necked Stilt - Photo by Paul Gregg



Cattail Marsh boardwalk - Photo by Paul Gregg

Birding Adventures & Photos by Hank Arnold

POD: Woody Woodpecker

H.M. Arnold hmarnold@msn.com

mailto:hmarnold@msn.com


Well...

THAT was exciting!

Yesterday we went on an adventure to cover two sites recommended by Ray
over the past week, one to look for a Blue Bunting found up near McFaddin
(Victoria-ish) and the other some park out in the middle of nowhere north of Port
Lavaca named Bennet Park.

The Blue Bunting spot was pretty birding country, but on Blue Buntings to be
had, so we went to one of our nearby favorite spots, a bridge over the San
Antonio river that has MAYBE 2 cars a day. It's a popular spot with me because
I have actually seen Pileated Woodpeckers there before, bet never been able to
get a picture of one yet.

There wasn't much happening at the bridge, so we moseyed over to Bennett
Park, about an hour away.

It's a hole in the wall map and local city-wise, but in reality is a beautiful park of
huge trees set around several bends in the river. The reason I wanted to go
there was due to more rumors about Pileated Woodpeckers, which I've been
trying to get pictures of for several years.

Which brings me to the good news/bad news part...

The good news is THIS...



The bad news for all those people that live north of Rockport that I've been nice
to for years hoping to be invited to photograph their woodpeckers, now, no
more Mr. Nice Guy.

There are what I assume to be Oak Trees all over the park, and they are
obviously frequented by woodpeckers, because they all have these horizontal
lines of holes. I marked these holes with yellow dots in hopes that they can be
seen...

I'm thinking that's a sap extraction mechanism, but not at all sure. I noticed them



with a Downy Woodpecker working them, if that helps at all.

Then, while riding my own personal Pileated Woodpecker cloud on the way
home, we saw this...

Yup

Bald Eagle

Magnificent day, here are the rest of the pictures... 
https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD/20210129-Bennett-Park/ 
20210129 - Bennett Park - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com)

Following up on yesterday's Hummingbird appendages, apparently I was
headed in the right direction.. Nan and Susan both agreed that those are
feathers that are about to burst open. Susan called them "sheaths" and Nan
said they itch like crazy on the birds which is one reason they "preen".

As for the term Ray has always used for GIZZ, Nan explained this...

GIZZ was originally GISS = GENERAL IMPRESSION, SHAPE, AND SIZE. And
was used and taught by birders in WW II in England to teach anti-aircraft
gunners how to recognize friend from foe. It's not the way they go about...its the
total IMPRESSION you get proportion, color pattern (or lack of it) where it's
found (high and exposed, or on the ground, or bidding in a brush pile). It's the
general impression, SHAPE, and size. It was "shortened" to GIZZ cause easier
to say.

So there you go - never knew that

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD/20210129-Bennett-Park/


Today's lake if Lake Baikal in Russia. It's a huge lake, and since it was caused
by a glacier, very deep...

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/MSFS2020-Master/POD/i-FbbLfPn/A 
POD - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com)

Not a hotbed for birding, seems to be more famous for ice. But they do have
their own Baikal Teal...

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD-Birds-Not-From-Around-These-Parts/i-
3Z2gZr6/A 
POD - Birds Not From Around These Parts - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com)

POD Shrimping

Photo by Hank Arnold

Link to today's bird pictures...

20210317 - KC Beach - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com)

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD/20210317-KC-Beach/

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/MSFS2020-Master/POD/i-FbbLfPn/A
https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD-Birds-Not-From-Around-These-Parts/i-3Z2gZr6/A
https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD/20210317-KC-Beach/


Turns out we didn't go an an adventure yesterday at all. My new drone came in,
and I was seriously distracted. Hopefully great pictures to come in the future.

Karan saw it and said she couldn't wait to see it fly.

I thought of how much it cost and mumbled something about hoping to see it
LAND.

Our pictures for today come from June of 2012, on the beach along the
Kennedy Causeway from Flour Bluff over to North Padre Island. It's always a
good spot for birds and also happens to be our favorite spot for catching
beasties for the aquarium in the shallow water.

Items of note are...

1) Both a Reddish Egret and a White Morph Reddish Egret. When you get to the
images of the White Morph, he catches a nice sized shrimp, flips it in the air to
catch it just right in his bill, de-heads it in mid-air, then swallows it - all basically
with a single continuous motion. If you look carefully, he only de-headed the
part with the spikes on top of the carapace. Everything else is safe to eat...

2) When you get to the Least Tern, watch for the puff-ball in back...



3) Then today's Picture Of The Day shows another Least Tern sitting on an egg.

This is from Susan on our hummingbird visitor from the other day...



Your female has definitely been around the block a couple years (not hat
hatched last year) because she has such a well developed triangle gorget and
that beautiful Rufous patch running under her wing.

A "he" would have lots of Rufous on his back by now...or it would be an Allen's
male if the gorget was solid and the back stayed green. That white polka dot
area on either side of her triangle gorget will stay white with polka dots.

I'll have to spend some more time out in the yard trying to get pictures of the
back of the other one to see if it if light brown.

I haven't seen the Buff Belly again

Today's flight of fancy is a quick getaway to Acapulco

POD - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com) 
https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/MSFS2020-Master/POD/i-ZgS2b32/A

I never did find the cliffs where they dive. Maybe Monica can direct me to them

POD : Port Aransas Sunrise

Mar 31 at 4:23 AM

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/MSFS2020-Master/POD/i-ZgS2b32/A


Skimmer and a Least Bittern, both in flight, in a single frame. - Photo by Hank Arnold

(To avoid confusion, this is a story from May of 2012, when we still lived on the
boat in Port Aransas, and our lives had not yet been graced by Tycho)

Couldn't sleep

Thinking about some data structure that might work, but then again it might not.
I just need to mull it over in my head a while. Once it rolls over enough times up
there, I'll know I'm ready to write it.

But not yet.

Sitting here in bed, I'm just going to keep Nancy from sleeping, so I might as
well get up.

The sun will be up in an hour, and the sky looks clear, so I'm thinking I'm going
to take the camera over to the birding center to watch the morning show.

As I walk down the boardwalk in the dark, I'm aware of sounds coming from all
around, made by creatures I can't yet see.

They can all see me, though.

That single splash from my left was probably something large, like an Egret,
trying for a pre-dawn meal. Another series of splashes to my right, followed by
some furious squawking. Got to be a Common Galinule. They fight even when



they're getting along.

I get to my favorite spot at the end of the boardwalk, and get my camera set for
low light, but it will still be a half hour before there's enough to get started.

30 minutes of problem mulling.

In the glow to the east I can make out the outline of distance clouds offshore, lit
by a sun I can't yet see. They're probably 10 miles out. What little breeze there
is brings a light mist through the air that I can feel collecting on my beard.

Something big coming in from the gathering light to the right.

Pelican

No, Great Blue. Silent but powerful. Pulls up to a dead stop and quietly sets his
feet down in the shallow water.

Not a sound.

Gives me a dirty look.

Great Blue Herons are born with dirty looks set in place by God, and it only
goes downhill from there. I have never in all my years along the coast seen a
Great Blue that looked even slightly happy. Even when the'ye having sex, they
only look a little less unhappy than usual.

I know when I first came in that every bird for hundreds of yards knew about
me, but now, as long as I stay still, I'm just part of the boardwalk.

Here is the first of the sun, filtering through the reeds to the east.

In the quiet dawn, I have figured out what my problem was with the structure,
and am ready to get started writing it.

But not right now...

Its going to be a beautiful day in paradise...

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD/20120504-PATX-BC/ 
20120504 - PATX BC - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com)

Today's Picture Of The Day is of a Skimmer and a Least Bittern, both in flight, in
a single frame.

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD/20120504-PATX-BC/


THAT's a Once In A Lifer

So...

I'm not seeing this as a "Hank" problem.

I got a text from good friend, Melissa, yesterday that lives here near us in
Rockport but happened to be in Port Aransas for other reasons and stopped by
the Birding Center.

She saw great birds

Imagine that

She also saw Ray Little

Another good sighting for the day.

Then she blamed me for not having told her about the place before.

Not bloody likely - I have based PODs on the birding center over 20 times in the
past year.

And I certainly didn't suggest she go there without her binoculars.

DUH!

Photos by Randy Scott

Cuban Bird & Nature 2017



Clapper Rail. Our local bird expert knew where to find one and sure enough it came out of hiding while we
were there. - Photo by Randy Scott

Blue-Headed Quail Dove - Photo by Randy Scott



Photo by Randy Scott
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Photo by Randy Scott



Photo by Randy Scott

Photo by Randy Scott



Photo by Randy Scott

Photo by Randy Scott



Photo by Randy Scott

Photo by Randy Scott



Photo by Randy Scott
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Photo by Randy Scott

Royal Tern - Photo by Randy Scott
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Smallest bird in the world. Only found in Cuba and threatened. This bird was a long way away and I could not
get a good photo of it. I did see it close however, but just momentarily. He was getting nectar in the same
place as the Emerald Hummingbirds. - Photo by Randy Scott

Photo by Randy Scott



One of the amazing cases of color blending with its habitat. Cape May Warbler. Photo by Randy Scott

Cuban Parrots - Photo by Randy Scott



Photo by Randy Scott

Hummingbird nest with two babies. Photo by Randy Scott



Feeding her babies. Photo by Randy Scott

Photo by Randy Scott
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Photo by Randy Scott

Cuban Tody. This bird is a little larger than a Hummingbird. Only found in Cuba. - Photo by Randy Scott



Cuban Tody - Photo by Randy Scott

Cuban Tody. - Photo by Randy Scott



White-Crowned Pigeon. Photo by Randy Scott

Photo by Randy Scott
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In Miami, before I departed to Cuba. Myna Bird. Photo by Randy Scott

Photo by Randy Scott
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Photo by Randy Scott

Cuban Bullfinch. - Photo by Randy Scott



Photo by Randy Scott

Yellow-faced Grassquit - Photo by Randy Scott



Photo by Randy Scott

Cuban Green Woodpecker - Photo by Randy Scott



Cave Swallows - Photo by Randy Scott

Bats in a cave where we went to observe birds outside and to see the formations and life inside. I do not
recall the species.Photo by Randy Scott



Photo by Randy Scott

Yellow-faced Grassquit - Photo by Randy Scott



Catbird - Photo by Randy Scott

Catbirds - Photo by Randy Scott
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Photo by Randy Scott

Fight between Laughing Gull and this bird. - Photo by Randy Scott



Photo by Randy Scott

Meadow Lark - Photo by Randy Scott
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Pink Flamingos. Photo by Randy Scott

Photo by Randy Scott
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2021 Board of Directors

President, Kathy Coward 
First VP, Diane Wedgeworth, Editor 
Second VP, Claire Moore, Webmaster 
Third VP, Carlos Hernandez, Programs 
Secretary, Carole Barr 
Treasurer, Jim Lacey 
Director, Farrar Stockton 
Director, Debbie Wilson 
Director, Maryanne DiBiase 
Carole Allen, HEART Committee Chair

Please join us! 
PWWS web site is www.pineywoodswildlifesociety.org

PWWS Facebook site is at https://www.facebook.com/Piney-Woods-Wildlife-
Society-125891867423250/

The Pine Warbler is published monthly, September through May, by the Piney
Woods Wildlife Society, Inc.

For membership information write to us at P.O. Box 189, Spring, Texas 77383-
0189. Annual Dues :$15.00 per household.

Please submit any articles you'd like considered for the PWWS Newsletter. The
Pine Warbler, to our President, Kathy Coward, justforthebirds@sbcglobal.net or
Diane Wedgeworth, Editor, milanodi@yahoo.com

Please send all new address changes and any corrections to
cdmoore3@gmail.com (Claire Moore) and add PWWS to the subject line.
Thank you.

http://www.pineywoodswildlifesociety.org
https://www.facebook.com/Piney-Woods-Wildlife-Society-125891867423250/
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