
Piney Woods Wildlife Society Newsletter - February
2021

Preferences  

 

https://gem.godaddy.com/subscription/edit?pact=0-0-0-864282bb90492c26bd775b6a23655313fd13d23d&amx=0


PWWS Virtual Program Wednesday Feb 17th at 7 PM

"Chasing the Auroras & Other Adventures in Norway"

Ann T. Greene and Grace Wu



The February PWWS meeting will take place virtually via Zoom on Wednesday,
February 17th, at 7 p.m. Email Claire Moore at cdmoore3i@gmail.com to
register and she’ll send you a link to the meeting.

Join Piney Woods Wildlife Society for this awe-inspiring program all about the
beautiful northern lights, also called auroras, are a by-product of solar storms.
Auroras are visible mainly in polar areas. The light show is called aurora
boreales in the Northern Hemisphere. Ann T. Greene and Grace Wu, two very
talented travel photographers share their photos of these violent solar events
such as mass coronal ejections. Ann and Grace spent two weeks in the far
north capturing the melodic green-hued dancing lights in the darkness
incorporating the beautiful landscape of north west Norway. The two
photographers then moved to other parts of Norway to partake in adventures
like dog sledding, reindeer farming and camping in near freeze temperatures.

Pleases join our memorable virtual program adorned with award-winning
photography. Email Claire Moore at cdmoore3i@gmail.com to register and
she’ll send you a link to the meeting.



Feather Fest in Galveston April 15-18

By Claire Moore

This year, Galveston's Bird Festival, called Feather Fest, WILL happen with in-



person field trips on April 15-18. They have implemented many changes
because of Covid including no buses and no in-person headquarters. Additional
events are scheduled for before and after the festival including dates from
Tuesday, April 13, through Monday, April 19.

Galveston Island is one of the top locations in the country for birding especially
because the Texas coast is on the Central Migration Flyway. The island has a
rich variety of natural habitats including beaches, wetlands, grasslands, woods,
ponds, and bays.

The web site for Feather Fest is https://www.galvestonfeatherfest.com/ and
contains all the information that you will need if you wish to attend. The web site
gives you the ability to search by day, leader, skill level and activity level.

Major Changes implemented to minimize risks of Covid:

NO Buses – All field trips will be met at site field trips. We hope you will enjoy
the freedom that having your own transportation provides!

NO Headquarters – There will be no festival HQ. Our friendly volunteers will
check you in and give you your necklace pouch when you report to your first
field trip.

NO Onsite Registration – All registration will be online. Once the festival begins,
we will post the field trips with openings on our website and we’ll keep it
updated throughout the festival. If there is a trip you would like to register for,
you’ll be able to do so by calling our registration team at 832-459-5533.

NO Onsite Vendors – but you’ll be able to shop online with our vendors in
between field trips and during down time.

NO Social Events – Although we will not have a 2021 Raptors Uncorked, stay
tuned for an all new dinner and show for FeatherFest 2022!

https://www.galvestonfeatherfest.com/


Note from PWWS President

Hang in There!

Love of nature and the birds I know is helping us all get through these difficult
times. I hope many of you are receiving the Covid vaccine or will soon. Hope
you can hear a good joke, see a beautiful sunrise or sunset or just see a pretty
bird.

Meanwhile we will enjoy our zoom meetings and be thankful for our wonderful
friends.

Kathy, Your President

IT’S TIME TO CLEAN HOUSE

By Cheryl Conley, TWRC Wildlife Center



Purple Martin - Photo by Cheryl Conley

If you provide “rental property” for Purple Martins, then you know it’s time to
clean out your houses to get ready for their arrival.

The first Martins to arrive are referred to as the “Scouts” and they are the oldest
birds. Older females arrive next followed by the younger birds. Martins will
return to the same colony site where they resided the previous year. Once they
arrive, nest-building will begin in 4 to 6 weeks. They use twigs, pine needles and
straw. Once the nest is complete, they add a layer of green leaves.
Ornithologists can only guess why they do this but think the leaves may act as
an insecticide, may help keep the nest clean or help regulate the temperature
and moisture levels. The female lays one egg per day for a total of 2 to 8 eggs.
In about 15 days, the eggs begin to hatch which can take 2 to 3 days. Babies
are fed up to 60 times a day by both moms and dads.

It takes 2 years for Martins to acquire their full adult plumage.Purple Martins
aren’t really purple. Mature Martins are a glossy deep blue—almost black-
looking. They feed mostly on flying insects and can eat thousands of
mosquitoes in a day. They catch most of the insects in mid-air and even drink
water from ponds, lakes and streams while flying.

If you’ve never had a Purple Martin house and you’d like to get one, there are
some things you need to know. You’ve heard realtors talk about “location,
location, location?” As a Purple Martin landlord, this holds true as well. They
prefer large, open areas where the nearest building is a minimum of 30 feet
away and from 25 to 60 feet away from trees. Make sure your house is secure



and doesn’t spin around when it’s windy out. The birds can become disoriented.

You may be lucky and get renters your first year. Sometimes it takes a couple of
years for them to discover your house. There are a couple of things you can do
to increase your success. One website I checked suggested playing Purple
Martin vocalizations near your Martin house very early in the morning. There
are several recordings on YouTube. You can also place life-sized black decoys
on your house. If you have a large house with several compartments, you can
construct a fake nest in one of them. Don’t forget to put green leaves on the top
of the nest.

You should protect your Martin houses with predator guards. You can purchase
owl and hawk guards. Predator baffles, or pole guards, will help keep snakes
and raccoons from climbing the pole.

In late fall, you can take your Martin house down and put it back up when the
Martins return in the spring. The other option is that you can leave it up but
make sure you clean it well and block the entrances so other species of birds
don’t move in. Remove the blockages in spring when the Martins return.

TWRC Wildlife Center is gearing up for another busy year. Because of Covid-19
we’ve had to cut back on volunteers to work at our Center but we are in need of
volunteers who would like to learn to rehabilitate wildlife in their homes. We train
you and help you every step of the way. Rehabbing wildlife is the most
rewarding thing you will ever do. www.twrcwildlifecenter.org. 713.468.TWRC

http://www.twrcwildlifecenter.org


Purple Martin - Photo by Hank Arnold

Purple Martin - Photo by Hank Arnold

Purple Martin - Photo by Hank Arnold

CREATOR'S CANVAS-HUMMINGBIRDS IN MY BACK
YARD-PART 3

THE VIOLET-CROWNED WOODNYMPHS!



Photos By Wayne Easley

woodnymph, green-breasted at Casa Rancho, Costa Rica., oct. 1-20 R (1) - Photo by Wayne Easley

From: Wayne Easley easley57@yahoo.com 
Date: Thu, Nov 26, 2020, 4:09 PM

mailto:easley57@yahoo.com


The male Violet-crowned Woodnymph is a stunning bird. Medium sized for a
hummer, it is a dark bird with a strongly forked tail. Most of its body is covered
with a deep violet with the rest of the body a glittering green. The female is
rather drab and is much smaller. After mating she gets stuck with all of the
chores. She builds a neat little cup of plant fibers bound together with cobweb.
Like most hummers, she will decorate the nest with bits of lichen which helps to
hide the nest from predators. The nest is usually placed on a horizontal limb
with over-hanging leaves to protect from the ever prevalent rains.

Once the nest is ready, the dapper little female will lay two white eggs which are
incubated for approximately two weeks. When the young birds hatch, they are
totally helpless. It is then that mom begins to look for spiders and small insects,
a diet that is rich in protein for the growing fledglings. Following a couple of
more weeks, the youngsters say goodbye to mom and move out on their own. It
is then that she spends a lot of time at my nectar (sugar water) feeders. Such is
the life of these awesome little jewels.

Wayne Easley/written on Nov. 26, 2020 in Costa Rica

PICTURES-PLEASE USE ONLY FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES. THANK
YOU.

1-5-Male Violet-crowned Woodnymphs.

6-7-Female Violet-crowned Woodnymphs

8-Two male woodnymphs fighting.



woodnymph, violet-crowned Casa Rancho, Costa Rica, oct. 7-15 R (1) - Photo by Wayne, Easley



violet-crowned woodnymph Verbena Norte, Costa Rica, dec. 2013 R - Photo by Wayne Easley



woodnymph, at Verbena Norte, Costa Rica, dec. of 2013 R - Photo by Wayne Easley



woodnymph, violet-crowned at Casa Rancho, Costa Rica, nov. 20-20 R - Photo by Wayne Easley



woodnymph, violet-crowned female at Casa Rancho, Costa Rica, nov. 2020 R - Photo by Wayne Easley

woodnymph, violet-crowned at Casa Rancho, Costa Rica, nov. of 2020 R - Photo by Wayne Easley



woodnymphs, fighting Arenal, Costa Rica, nov. 2014 R- Photo by Wayne Easley

Photos by Sandy Crystal



Wait-----what?! That's not an unusual looking male House Finch but a male PURPLE FINCH!!! I broke all
kinds of records running for the camera. Backyard Clear Lake City (Houston) Texas Purple Finch 1-18-2021
- Photo by Sandy Crystal



11:00am visitor to the backyard oak tree! Female Pileated Woodpecker. Welcome ANYTIME!!! Clear Lake
City (Houston) Texas - 1-17-2021 - Photo by Sandy Crystal



Female Red-winged Blackbirds at backyard fountain. Clear Lake City (Houston) Texas - Photo by Sandy
Crystal



Orange-crowned Warbler getting the last of the suet! Backyard Clear Lake City (Houston) Texas - Photo by
Sandy Crystal

Double Finch Delight! The male Purple Finch which came on Monday came again yesterday. Joining him is a
male American Goldfinch. Backyard Clear Lake City (Houston) Texas - Photo by Sandy Crystal



The ever stunning male Pine Warbler! Backyard Clear Lake City (Houston) Texas - Photo by Sandy Crystal



A gorgeous Cedar Waxwing checking out the backyard fountain! Clear Lake City (Houston) Texas - Photo by
Sandy Crystal

I ventured out for more than a few miles from home yesterday for the first time in
three months (I have been recovering from a surgery). I picked Texas City Dike
as my destination! It was good for the spirit and soul.

Brown Pelican with Laughing Gull - Photo by Sandy Crystal



Waaaaay out on a sandbar--Brown Pelicans preening along with a White Pelican. I had read that White
Pelicans are bigger than Brown Pelicans. One can see the size difference here. - Photo by Sandy Crystal

Common Loon - Photo by Sandy Crystal



Eared Grebe - Photo by Sandy Crystal

Eared Grebe trio - Photo by Sandy Crystal



Adult Herring Gull - Photo by Sandy Crystal

Female Red-breasted Merganser - Photo by Sandy Crystal



Rudy Turnstone - Photo by Sandy Crystal



Willet striking a pose - Photo by Sandy Crystal



Laughing Gulls. Wish I could balance on one leg like that! - Photo by Sandy Crystal

Hawaii Monks

Photos by Jim Snyder



Hawaiian Monk Seal Pup 9-11-2011 - Photo by Jim Snyder

Hawaiian Monk Seal adult male - Photo by Jim Snyder



Hawaiian Monk Seals, female on left, male on right - Photo by Jim Snyder

Hawaiian Monk Seals, adult male in front, adult female and pup in back - Photo by Jim Snyder



Hawaiian Monk Seals, mother and pup - Photo by Jim Snyder

Hawaiian Monk Seals, mom and pup - Photo by Jim Snyder



Hawaiian Monk Seals - Photo by Jim Snyder

Me the photographer Jim Snyder



Hawaiian Monk Seals - Photo by Jim Snyder

Hawaiian Monk Seals - Photo by Jim Snyder



Hawaiian Monk Seals - Photo by Jim Snyder

Hawaiian Monk Seals - Photo by Jim Snyder



Hawaiian Monk Seals - Photo by Jim Snyder

Hawaiian Butterflies

Photos by Jim Snyder

Phoebis agarithe. A lucky shot of the dorsal side. This butterfly was introduced to Hawaii in 2004 and is much



smaller than those found in Texas, Florida or Mexico. 10-17-2009 - Photo by Jim Snyder

Phoebis agarithe.10-17-2009 - Photo by Jim Snyder

Phoebis agarithe. 10-17-2009 - Photo by Jim Snyder



Zizina otis. Discovered in Waikiki in March 2008, now widespread throughout Hawaii. - 10-17-2009 - Photo
by Jim Snyder

Danaus plexippus - 10-17-2009 - Photo by Jim Snyder



One of 62 mating pairs of Red-spotted Hairstreaks I saw this day! 10-17-2009 - Photo by Jim Snyder

After two weeks of hazy weather, we had a thunderstome last night. 2-24-2011 - The result was a beautiful
day in Honolulu today. My yard was filled with Hawaiian Blues (Vaga blackburni) - Photo by Jim Snyder



I finally got a decent photo of the dorsal side of a female Hawaiian Blue, Vaga blackburni, in Kipuka Puaulu
on the Big Island of Hawaii. 2-27-2011 - Photo by Jim Snyder

Ft. Davis Texas Travel - December 2020

Photos by Paul Gregg



Ft. Davis mountain sunset - Photo by Paul Gregg

Greetings!

After sending bird photos of our Ft. Davis trip, I thought it would be a good idea
to send out a Ft. Davis TRAVEL e-mail. I am not sure I can keep the e-mail
narrative as short as I should, but I'll try. Carol and I have been to the Ft. Davis
area in West Texas a number of times over the years. Where do I start? Of
course, I have quite a number of you on my e-mail list have visited that area and
could add extra narrative, for sure. But for those who haven't visited the Ft.
Davis area, I hope you will see it is definitely a place for a vacation visit. Of
course, I would challenge you to do a web search for Ft. Davis, Marfa, Alpine,
and Big Bend for more information.

We planned our visit for the first week of December, going there after the
Thanksgiving weekend. We concluded we could avoid Thanksgiving crowds (as
if that area has a crowd at that time of year) and Thanksgiving traffic. On the
way, we spent the first night at Laughlin AFB, just outside of Del Rio, TX. Then
we went the rest of the way the next day, stopping in Langtry (a possible future
travel e-mail) and motoring on to Ft. Davis. Accommodations in Ft. Davis that
time of year (and during Covid) were not readily available. We would have
stayed at the Indian Lodge in the Davis Mountains State Park, but the lodge
was open only on the weekends. We found a motel just on the north side of
town that was acceptable and much cheaper than the Indian Lodge. We also
found out that the McDonald Observatory was closed. But the state park and



bird blinds were open.

In the off season (and probably somewhat due to Covid), the town of Ft. Davis
is almost a ghost town. There were mostly 3 places to eat, one store for
groceries, and a couple other stores open. Culture shock hits when you come
back into town after a long drive and the whole of main street is almost totally
dark! Interesting history of west Texas is found at Ft. Davis, where the “buffalo”
soldiers hunted and fought groups of Apache (and other tribes) Indians. The fort
was open.

One popular hiking trail was closed, but we did visit and hike the Madera
Canyon Trail on a sunny, but cool day. I’ve attached a few photos of our hike.
The trail is not overtaxing with only a few moderately steep areas. The Davis
Mountains SP has some great hiking trails in the park. Enclosed panoramas
and sunsets are from an area on top of a drive (also hike) overlooking Ft. Davis
and area.

A favorite activity of ours is to drive some of the roads around the area. BUT
one must be careful to watch for wildlife crossing the road ahead of you. Sorry
for the poor photo of the deer crossing the road, but I thought you would
understand my warning. Not included, (because I wasn’t ready with the camera)
are photos I could have taken when 4 Aoudad sheep came from one side of the
road, made us stop, and crossed in front of us! By the time I got out of the car,
they were over a fence and gone. Coming back into Ft. Davis after one drive,
we saw pronghorns out in the open and I was able to get a few photos of one
young buck. I’ve included some photos of scenic views you will enjoy as you
drive around the area. When we drove one loop, we passed through an area
where a number of homes were built on hillsides. One log home caught my eye
and I am enclosing a photo of the home where I would dearly love to have the
money to buy them out!

Unexpected and unplanned for us was the fact that SNOW came to the area.
We had tuned into the weather report and found that a cold front was going to
bring snow. So in anticipation of snow, we checked out of the motel the morning
the snow was falling. I don’t have snow tires (and the tread isn’t new) on the
car, so we swept snow off the car, loaded our stuff, went to breakfast, and
drove around the courthouse where Carol made a snow angel. Then the
included snow photos show the snow was still falling as we left Ft. Davis for
Junction (photos and story to follow someday). Part of me wishes we had gone
ahead and stayed to enjoy the snow and photograph the area. I think if I had
new tires on the car, we might have stayed a day or two longer.

There’s much more I could write about; but hopefully I have encouraged you to



consider paying a visit to the Ft. Davis area. I promise you will enjoy it. If you
have any questions, please feel to ask.

Sincerely,

Paul Gregg, SMSGT, USAF (Ret.)

Ft. Davis area - Photo by Paul Gregg

Ft. Davis area - Photo by Paul Gregg



Ft. Davis area - Photo by Paul Gregg

Ft. Davis area - Photo by Paul Gregg



Hotel Limpia - Photo by Paul Gregg

Ft. Davis area - Photo by Paul Gregg



Ft. Davis area - Photo by Paul Gregg

Madera Canyon Trail begin - Photo by Paul Gregg



Ft. Davis area - Photo by Paul Gregg

Sunset Ft. Davis Mountains - Photo by Paul Gregg



Photo by Paul Gregg

Ft. Davis area - Photo by Paul Gregg

Ft. Davis area - Photo by Paul Gregg



Ft. Davis area - Photo by Paul Gregg

Ft. Davis area - Photo by Paul Gregg



Photo by Paul Gregg

South Llano River State Park Birds - Set 1

Photos by Paul Gregg

Black-throated Sparrows - Photos by Paul Gregg

Jan 12 at 12:55 PM



I'm sending just a few more photos than I normally include. We visited South
Llano River State Park on December 5 and 6 on our way home from Ft. Davis.
We stayed in a motel in Junction. So. Llano River SP can be found here:
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/south-llano-river 
They have 4 bird blinds and have artfully landscaped them. With only a couple
man-made feeders, there's plenty of rocks and limbs around to make the photos
look more in-the-wild than on a feeder. To each his own, I guess. Anyway, the
blind called "Lara's Blind" is the best one we visited when we were there. I
believe we saw probably 30 different species, though we didn't get photos of
each species. The park has all the amenities of other Texas State Parks and
you can see what they have on their web site. We did take a really good hike.

Birds: Black-throated sparrows were there by the numbers, and we saw them at
3 locations on our trip. A Canyon Towhee gave us a better view than the
Madera Canyon one. I included the photo of the Cardinal and the Lesser
Goldfinch so you can see how much smaller the goldfinch is than the cardinal.
Black-Throated Sparrows, Carolina Chickadees, and the Black-Crested
Titmouse were everywhere. The Carolina Wren was at a pretty good distance,
but the cropped photo resulted in a nice shot.

Enjoy,

Paul Gregg, SMSGT, USAF (Ret.)

Canyon Towhee - Photo by Paul Gregg

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/south-llano-river


Cardinal and Lesser Goldfinch - Photo by Paul Gregg

Black-Crested Titmouse - Photo by Paul Gregg



Black-Crested Titmouse - Photo by Paul Gregg

Carolina Chickadee - Photo by Paul Gregg



Carolina Chickadee - Photo by Paul Gregg

Carolina Wren - Photo by Paul Gregg



Cedar Waxwing - Photo by Paul Gregg

Cedar Waxwings - Photo by Paul Gregg



Black-throated Sparrow - Photos by Paul Gregg

South Llano River State Park Birds - Set 2

Photos by Paul Gregg

Woodhouses Scrub Jay - Photo by Paul Gregg

For set 2, I have a variety of birds to share. South Llano River SP is about 5
hours from the Houston area and well worth the visit. The park is only a few



miles south of Junction. When we were there in Dec. 5 and 6, we found there
wasn't much for restaurants, but Isaack's restaurant had a pretty good food. We
ate at a BBQ place that was a bit overpriced, but good. We stayed at The
Rodeway Inn and the price was very affordable. (Because of the time of year
and the pandemic, I think a lot of places to eat were closed.)

Attached photos include a host of various birds. Like Ft. Davis, a few repeats
show up, but they were in a really good setting. Some surprises came
unexpectedly as four or 5 Inca Doves came waddling through the feeding area.
We used to see them more frequently in our area, but rarely now. I need to
search for where the Woodhouse's Scrub-Jay got its name and would like to
know why it isn't in some of my books (too outdated?). More sparrows were
there in a good variety. One sparrow I didn't include was one I had to get help
identifying. It was another Olive Sparrow that I thought was some unidentified
warbler. You can view the photos and if you have any questions, please feel
free to ask.

As to the park itself, there's plenty of hiking trails that are mostly on level ground
with one nice hike listed as challenging, but we've hiked in Guadalupe
Mountains National Park and the hike in So. Llano River SP wasn't really that
challenging to us. When you get to the top, there are some nice views, though.
The river area is scenic and the water was the clearest of any river we've seen
in quite a while.

There are wild turkeys in the park and we talked to a couple who have been
there a number of times and had never seen turkeys. When we first drove into
the park, 3 were at the edge of the woods near the road. Guess who didn't have
his camera ready. Yep, another "just missed it" moment. The park and its bird
blinds are on my list for a repeat visit in the spring.

Enjoy,

Paul Gregg, SMSGT, USAF (Ret.)



Field Sparrow - Photo by Paul Gregg

Inca Dove - Photo by Paul Gregg



Inca Doves - Photo by Paul Gregg

Ladder backed Woodpecker female - Photo by Paul Gregg



Purple Finch - Photo by Paul Gregg

Ruby-crowned Sparrow - Photo by Paul Gregg



Spotted Towhee - Photo by Paul Gregg

White-crowned Sparrow - Photo by Paul Gregg



Woodhouses Scrub Jay - Photo by Paul Gregg

Chipping Sparrow - Photo by Paul Gregg



Hermit-Thrush - Photo by Paul Gregg

Hermit-Thrush - Photo by Paul Gregg



Vermillion Flycatcher female - Photo by Paul Gregg

The Wind Is Not Your Friend (usually)

Photo by Paul Gregg

Well. . . . I'm not sure who the photographer was who first told me, "the wind is
not your friend". But, I have found that pretty much the truth when out looking
for birds to photograph. Friday, Jan. 15 turned out to be an exception to the
rule.

Carol and I met with Bubba Smith (my former supervisor in the Air Force
Reserves) who was spending a week at Crystal Beach, TX. We had lunch at
the Stingaree Restaurant at Crystal Beach and did a little catching up. (I put this
reference in, in case you find yourself on the Bolivar Peninsula and are looking
for a good seafood restaurant.) After lunch, we drove to Anahuac NWR to begin
looking for birds.

Near the welcome center there, we found the resident Vermillion Flycatcher that
has been in that area for a few years now. We parked and got out of the car,
walking up and down the street, following the bird from fence perch to fence
perch firing off our shutters. 3 or 4 cars arrived behind us and asked us what we
were seeing. Upon being told about the flycatcher, a group of folks were
following the bird from perch to perch and I got a kick out of people walking a
few yards back and forth, trying to photograph the beautiful male, that doesn’t
seem to be afraid of a crowd as long as everyone keeps a safe distance.



Later in the afternoon as we were almost ending our tour of Shoveler Pond, we
saw the female Vermillion Flycatcher on the rail and fence at the welcome
center. We took photos of her (attached) and I'm still curious as to why she had
no apparent tail. Could she be an immature female? (One other photographer
got a photo of an immature male near Shoveler Pond.) Could she have lost her
tail feathers due to an attack by a predator? Or, maybe she is molting. Who
knows?

At the boardwalk on Shoveler Pond, Black-Bellied Whistling Ducks and Roseate
Spoonbills were flying around, giving me an opportunity to practice birds in flight
(BIF) photos. The Red-Tailed Hawk photo was when we were leaving the
refuge.

The Yellow-Rumped Warbler photo shows why we also call them "butter butts".
These weren't the only shots we got for the day and I will post more on my
Facebook page later, and maybe Birds of Texas group on Facebook.

So go ahead, wind. Blow and blow, but remember birds are still there even
though the wind is blowing. It’s just up to us photographers to find them.

Enjoy,

Paul Gregg, SMSGT, USAF (Ret.)

Yellow-Rumped Warbler - Photo by Paul Gregg



Black-Bellied Whistling Ducks - Photo by Paul Gregg

Black-Bellied Whistling Duck - Photo by Paul Gregg



Red-Tailed Hawk - Photo by Paul Gregg

Roseate Spoonbill - Photo by Paul Gregg



Vermillion Flycatcher - Photo by Paul Gregg

Vermillion Flycatcher - Photo by Paul Gregg



Roseate Spoonbills - Photo by Paul Gregg

Birding Adventures & Photos by Hank Arnold

POD : My Favorite Martin

Purple Martin - Photo by Hank Arnold

The most difficult bird to get photographs of while flying are the Swallows. Their
erratic, darting paths in the air make it so any time the lens happens to be



pointing towards one when the shutter releases, is just luck.

Luck with very poor odds.

Then the images that are in focus are maybe 1 out of 30.

But, it turns out there is a way to practice.

Purple Martins are a close second in difficulty, but do tend to fly in straight lines
just a little longer. That makes the chances that I can follow with the lens just a
little better, and makes the chances the image will be in focus MUCH better.

Thus it was on a very windy morning in March of 2013 that we we to a friends
house in Bayside, who has a well attended Purple Martin establishment.

Along the way we passed a good number of other sights, including a very happy
tern..

Tern - Photo by Hank Arnold

If you don't think he's going to be able to swallow that monster, look at the next
picture in sequence.

Everything else lost out for today's Picture of the Day, however, to a White
Morph Reddish Egret in breeding plumage (note the pink bill and blue around
the eyes) and good sunlight.



White Morph Reddish Egret - Photo by Hank Arnold

Here are the other pictures for the day...

20210126 - Wandering - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com)

For today's flight we're headed to Lake Pichola up in the Highlands of India. It's
not a very big lake, but has a lot of interesting hotel structures around it,
including one out in the middle.

The music is a piece by Bach that I remember from my youth as the music
Captain Nemo played on his huge pipe organ. He was a pretty cool guy that
roamed the seas in a submarine with lots of windows, attaching anyone that
hunted whales.

Doubtless the impression on my young mind went a long way in me seeking out
submarines in the U.S. Navy.

No cool windows, though, and I never did find where they put the huge pipe
organ...

POD - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com) 
Here are some local birds and actual views of the lake...

POD - Birds Not From Around These Parts - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com)

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD/20210126-Wandering/
https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/MSFS2020-Master/POD/i-q385f7r/A
https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD-Birds-Not-From-Around-These-Parts/i-kgHnKnv/A


POD: Sunflower Splendor

Tri-colored Herons - Photo by Hank Arnold

For today's birding adventure we're going to the Rockport Beach Park in
beautiful downtown Rockport in June of 2013.

Although there are a lot of different kinds of birds in these pictures, the star
attraction is the Tri-Colored Heron. June is a little late to be starting a family, but
this happy couple looks pretty bedraggled as Tri-Colored Herons in breeding
plumage go, so its quite possible its a second pass for eggs and chicks for the
year.

In 2019, after our survey of Chester Island, where we counted all the birds using
a drone, I got carried away and flew the northernmost of the 3 islands in Little
Bay, just to see for myself how many birds there were there...



Pretty near 4000 birds, counting chicks, with over 1600 visible Tri-Colored
Herons.

The number of birds is pretty amazing when you consider that that
northernmost shore is less than 500 yards from the drive through window at a
McDonald's.

That image is a composite image of several thousand individual pictures, each
taken from the drone with the camera pointed straight down from about 30
yards above the ground. At that altitude you can pretty easily identify the bird
species, but they don't mind the intrusion. After counting each individual bird,
there is a mapping package that keeps things straight by each individual GPS
location.

Here is an example showing some nesting Great Blue Herons, Great Egrets,
and a few Roseate Spoonbills...



It's a little difficult to tell from the resolution of the map above, but although the
other species tend to nest in groups, the Tri-Colored Herons nest anywhere on
the island where the ground cover is high enough to hide them. The Tr-
Coloreds are the olive green spots. Apparently they like the sunflowers best of
all, but they will nest anywhere there are bushes or even grass that comes up
much over 2 feet tall.

And in case anyone is wondering, yes, that's a level of technology that's just a
little on the high side for a hobby, even for me.

Here are the other pictures from that day...

20210127 - Beach Park - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com)

Looking forward to spending some time out in the yard with the camera today,
as last evening I saw we had a second hummingbird.

In other mapping news, yesterday we went on another of our biking adventures
with Tom and Lorraine...

Today's lake is Lake Tahoe on the Nevada/California border...

POD - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com)

Lots of pretty birds...

POD - Birds Not From Around These Parts - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com)

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD/20210127-Beach-Park/
https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/MSFS2020-Master/POD/i-HCJfcjw/A
https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD-Birds-Not-From-Around-These-Parts/i-W6BzQdD/A


New Friends in Freer

Roadrunner - Photo by Hank Arnold

I was in heaven.

Sitting in a comfortable chair, right beside the only water trough in hundreds of
yards, clear sky, great light, birds everywhere.

Freer had not been on my list of birding destinations I was anxious to visit, but it
was working out very well. Nancy and Diane were off cavorting through the
brush somewhere nearby, and I had stumbled upon this trough by following an
electrical wire along the ground, winding through the Mesquite.

In beautiful downtown Duval county, everything bird-wise revolves around the
water, which isn't very common.

Our neighbor had invited us to bird his ranch, given us some brief descriptions
that only Diane paid attention to, and let us go about our birding ways.

I started near a water tank that was getting pretty small in the drought. There
was lots of activity there, mostly dove, some Green Jays, several Mockers, and
a lifer for me, a Roadrunner high up in a tree.

At first I thought I had discovered a new species that I was going to name
"Arnold's Purple-Faced Mockingbird"...



Mockingbird - Photo by Hank Arnold

But then realized they were all eating the purple fruits from the cactus...

Cactus - Photo by Hank Arnold

After a few minutes, and by following the wire on the ground, I found the water
trough, climbed over the barbed-wire fence, set up my chair 17 feet away, up
sun from the trough, and opened for business.

My very first customer was a Roadrunner who walked up, looked at me, looked



at my 500mm lens, and started drinking.

I knew they were going to be great pictures, and I was totally immersed for the
two minutes or so he was drinking.

When he had finally had his fill and sloshed away, I decided to let the camera
catch up a little and started looking around to see what else might be
interesting.

It was at that point that I noticed the snake.

I'd like to think my first thought was about how to get the best picture, but it was
probably something more along the lines of whether I should throw the camera
over the barbed-wire fence BEFORE I jumped, or just leave it and hope to be
able to retrieve it later, after a screaming 50 yard dash to safety.

I do know that my second thought was that my lens wouldn't focus any close
than 17 feet, and my new acquaintance was just under 3 feet away, so that was
out.

At first I couldn't see his head, because he had snaked right under my chair
while I had been focused on the roadrunner, and was going through the bush
touching my left arm.

It was a yellowish-tan solid colored snake, probably about 6 feet long, with no
rattle at my end, thankfully.

A quick review of everything I know about Texas snakes came up with all the
poisonous ones having markings of some kind, which my new friend didn't.

Next in my mind was the fact that he had just traveled under my chair without
stopping to unhinge his jaw and attempt to swallow me, so I was probably pretty
safe.

It wasn't until that point that I relaxed enough to try to get the camera turned
around in his direction, but by the time he was 17 feet away, he had
disappeared into the bush.

So ended our relationship.

Folks, a six foot snake, that close, is a DAMN big snake, rattle or not.

2021 - Freer - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com)

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD/2021-Freer/


The choice of Freer as the location of today's birding Adventure (Note the
capital "A") comes from the next location in our list of most beautiful birding
locations on the planet, which seems like a very unlikely place.

Especially after yesterday's visit to a swamp on an island in the tropics.

Kruger National Park in South Africa is one of the largest wildlife refuges in the
world.

Although there is some water in places, and fair sized river running through it,
there aren't any palm trees or lush foliage anywhere to be seen. It's flat brush
country that looks pretty dry from above.

It reminded me of Freer.

POD - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com)

As I was collecting birds from the park to show, I came across this video, which
is WAY above anything I can do...

https://youtu.be/O18fB2sK28w

Quite a place.

For today's astronomy snippet, here is a short clip about the Neowise comet we
had visit last year. It has a much less eccentric elliptical orbit than Halley's, and
is tilted way off the plane of the planets...

Starry Night - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com) 
I had some trouble when I went to look for it, because I forgot that comets are
named after the person that first discovers them, and apparently Mr. Neowise is
pretty good at it. Anyone that gets their jollies by looking into the sky every night
for something that is a very slightly different place than it was the night before
seems a little crazy to me.

Mr. Neowise would probably point out he's never made friends with a snake
while viewing.

It would be a point well taken.

Here are some of the birds, but there are so many interesting birds that I finally
just gave up...

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/MSFS2020-Master/Starry-Night/i-NZhkwS8/A
https://youtu.be/O18fB2sK28w
https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/MSFS2020-Master/Starry-Night/i-NZhkwS8/A


https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD-Birds-Not-From-Around-These-Parts/i-
gbK4Tcp/A

******POD : ReIntroduction

Jan 11 at 5:03 AM

Photo by Hank Arnold

by H.M. Arnold hmarnold@msn.com

The way Ray told the story to me...

During the dark days of DDT, the once common Brown Pelicans had
disappeared all along the coast of Texas, all the way around to Florida.

Including none at all in Louisiana, where the Brown Pelican happens to be the
official state bird.

The word we're looking for here is "Extinct".

When the first Brown Pelican chicks started surviving locally, everyone was
interested in trying to get them re-introduced, but there was no book describing
exactly how to do that.

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD-Birds-Not-From-Around-These-Parts/i-gbK4Tcp/A
mailto:hmarnold@msn.com


The exact mechanism for how, or even if, permission was granted by any
governing authority to move the precious young birds away from the sole
nesting Island in Corpus Christi Bay, is very murky.

It's one of those subjects where if you ask Ray who decided they could do it, he
just sort of starts mumbling, waving his hands, and looking out the window.

I'd like to think that someone decided it would be OK, but it might be a case of
blatant birdnapping of what was obviously a protected species.

What I do know is that Ray was the Audubon Warden for the Corpus area,
which abutted to the area just to the north, where Chester Smith was the
Warden.

Ray and Chester conspired to move some pelican chicks up to a new spoil
island, then called "Sundown Island". Chester kept then on the island in a
wooden framed pen, covered with chicken wire, to prevent them from wandering
off.

Every day he would go out to the island, catch some local fish with a cast net,
put the live fish in a bucket, then place the bucket inside the pen. The chicks
figured out exactly what he had in mind, and learned to catch the fish in water.
After a few days of this, he would open the pen and place the bucket just
outside the pen, then again stock it with fish. Soon the birds could fly, but still
centered their feeding operations around the bucket.

Over time, Ray says Chester started to cut down on the amount of fish he
would put in the bucket, and the birds found out there were plenty of fish in the
surrounding open water.

Thus, the book on re-introducing Brown Pelicans to a new location was written.

Quite a successful book...

20200503 - Chester Island - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com)

Here is a link to a Texas Parks and Wildlife video about Mr. Smith, and the
island now named after him...

(https://youtu.be/mJepEaOTpHA)

I never had the honor of meeting Mr. Smith, but I have had the honor of meeting
and working with his daughter Peggy, and his Son-In-Law, Tim Wilkinson, now
caretakers of the island for Audubon. Several times a year we go out to the

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD/20200503-Chester-Island/n-SK9tnS/
https://youtu.be/mJepEaOTpHA


island to map it and count the birds with a drone.

A collateral effect of these drone flights is that they tend to let me wander the
island with my camera, which is where the pictures in the link above comes
from, taken in May of 2020.

Hopefully Peggy and Tim will let me know how accurately I have described the
re-introduction process.

We also had the opportunity of taking Ray out to the island a while back. He
couldn't get off the boat, but was able to sit quietly, surrounded by what became
of all their efforts.

My choice of this story comes because the next of our "Most Beautiful Birding
Locations", is number 6 on the list, Grand Isle, Louisiana.

Every time I think about the birds of Louisiana, I think of the state bird, and how
every single one of them up there today has some Ray and Chester DNA in
them.

POD - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com) 
I couldn't find any short videos specifically about Grand Isle birds, but here is
one about Lacassine, which is right next door...

https://youtu.be/2e51kmfCXNU

You might recall that Lacassine was the spot I took my lovely bride at the first
stop on the birthday trip that ended up shipwrecked in a swamp in northeastern
Louisiana...

The Empire Strikes Back - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com)

POD : Happy Camera

Jan 12 at 7:24 AM

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/MSFS2020-Master/POD/i-Kcw79mQ/A
https://youtu.be/2e51kmfCXNU
https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD/The-Empire-Strikes-Back/


Reddish Egret - Photo by Hank Arnold

The camera was very happy.

It was a clear day, with a gentle breeze. Maybe a cloud or two, but not enough
to cut down on the light.

We had pulled off the road and stopped next to a wide, open stretch of a tidal
pool about 50 yards wide, and 8 inches of water at it's deepest point.

Six hours ago this was mostly open sand, and in another 6 hours, it would be
sand again.

When the tide pushes the water in, there isn't any roaring flow.

No breaking waves with the oncoming rush of the ocean.

Just a steady, silent, onslaught of rising water.

With the water brings schools of small fish, and a few shrimp, in from deeper
water. They feed on the bugs and slugs that have now been freed from their
underground homes by the water.

With the fish, come the wading birds.

Smaller ones at first, with Willets and Killdeer to start, bu then moving up to the
Snowy Egrets and Tri-colored herons.



They are all interesting, wonderful birds

But not the bird I've come for

I see my bird about 100 yards away, slowly walking through the shallows
towards me. His track is crooked, and marked by sudden swerves to one side
of the other. Occasionally he'll stop, wiggle his foot in the sand in front of him,
then stab at whoever comes out,

Then he would dance.

A Reddish Egret dance is a spectacular sight to behold, and it certainly is at
least as entertaining as Fred Astaire at his best. A jump to one side, landing on
one leg, off balance, with a beak stab into the water a few feet away. The only
way he can prevent gravitational catastrophe ending with him lying in the water
is the flap of his wing on one side, at the same time as stretching out the other
for some counter balance.

Water splashing everywhere.

There is no careful choreography.

No planning whatsoever.

There is only stab and then figure out what it takes to keep from falling.

Since it's a bright day, occasionally he spreads his wings to form a hood around
his head. Then, peering down into the shaded water, he'll make another stab,
bring up a small fish, throw it in the air, then swallow it.

Stab, toss, gulp

All with a single, continuous motion.

The good thing for me about this dance is that for the Reddish, it's all
consuming, and he has no idea where he is, where he's going, or most
importantly, where I am.

With a Reddish, he's just going to wander.

There's a 50 percent chance he's going to wander farther away, and a
corresponding chance that he's going to wander towards you.

This fellow was dancing his way straight for me.



I made the last adjustments to the camera, knowing that if I made any
movements when he got close he would fly away.

But there were no adjustments necessary.

The camera was very happy.

If it had a voice it would be humming some bright tune representing a clear
summer day spent with one of natures most amazing birds...

20210111 - Reddish Egret - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com)

Stepping down our list of birding spots of the world, we come to number 7 with
Pichincha Province, Ecuador. The description on the website is not very specific
about a park or a visitor's center, and it turns out that the province is quite large.
More like a state than a county, with Amazon headwaters, green plains, and
even some lush green mountains.

A quite unforeseen byproduct of making these fights around the world is the
music that turns up. I'm looking for something soft and soothing, in the 3 minute
range, and quite a few places don't have anything like in that genre that turns
up.

For Ecuador though, I came across these guys, and watching them is almost as
entertaining as listening...

https://youtu.be/QJubmdQ0jLw

At this point they don't appear to have risen to the commercial level of me being
able to buy their music on Amazon, so, its just a suggested morning diversion.

When I finally chose the music and started the flight, I had visions of another
flight over the tropical rain forest, but then I was entranced by the mountains.

For those of you musically inclined, listen carefully to this "culturally authentic"
music for several different spots where entire sections have the same basic
tune as "Scarborough Fair" by Simon and Garfunkle.

POD - Hank Arnold (smugmug.com)

Hmmm...

Inquiring minds see a possible copyright battle, but if it's truly a tune from the
distant path, Mr. Simon might have some explaining to do.

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/POD/20210111-Reddish-Egret/
https://youtu.be/QJubmdQ0jLw
https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/MSFS2020-Master/POD/i-jfQz26r/A


Here is a short video about some of the birds that can be seen there...

https://youtu.be/KqhnzIQO7Z8

https://youtu.be/KqhnzIQO7Z8
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Please join us! 
PWWS web site is www.pineywoodswildlifesociety.org

PWWS Facebook site is at https://www.facebook.com/Piney-Woods-Wildlife-
Society-125891867423250/

The Pine Warbler is published monthly, September through May, by the Piney
Woods Wildlife Society, Inc.

For membership information write to us at P.O. Box 189, Spring, Texas 77383-
0189. Annual Dues :$15.00 per household.

Please submit any articles you'd like considered for the PWWS Newsletter. The
Pine Warbler, to our President, Kathy Coward, justforthebirds@sbcglobal.net or
Diane Wedgeworth, Editor, milanodi@yahoo.com

Please send all new address changes and any corrections to
cdmoore3@gmail.com (Claire Moore) and add PWWS to the subject line.
Thank you.
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