
Meeting has been cancelled due to outbreak of Corona
Virus until it is safe to socialize again.

From our PWWS President: "I am sad to say we must cancel the April meeting
due to the stay at home order because of the Corona Virus."

"Lou is at Methodist Medical Center at Willowbrook, still not able to walk but we
are hopeful." I am going back and forth from home.

"This is Lou's address if you would like to send him a card."

Lou DiBiase 
15710 Ripplewind Lane 
Houston, Texas 77068

"Everyone stay safe and well. 
Kathy Coward"

Preferences  

 

https://gem.godaddy.com/subscription/edit?pact=0-0-0-864282bb90492c26bd775b6a23655313fd13d23d&amx=0


Note to Lou DiBiase

From All of Us . . . We Miss You!

Tomball Bald Eagles Branching!

by Claire Moore



One of the (approximately) two month old Bald Eaglets in Tomball showing its huge wing span. Photo by
Desirae Rose

As of March 30th, the Tomball Bald Eagles are now BRANCHING! That's the
final stage of development for the eaglets before they fledge (fly out of the nest).
The eaglets should be fledging from the nest any day (in early April).

You can see all the photos and videos by visiting the Facebook Group called
"Enjoy the Tomball Bald Eagles".
https://www.facebook.com/groups/EnjoyTomballEagles/

You can see a great video from Desirae Rose of this branching activity here:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/EnjoyTomballEagles/permalink/2642697276007779/

And here is a second video from Desirae Rose of an adult eagle bringing in a fish
for lunch:
https://www.facebook.com/desirae.rose.33/videos/2860006544088910/?t=4

This active bald eagle nest can be found in Tomball behind Target at 14302 FM
2920 Rd, Tomball, TX which is just northwest of the intersection of FM2920 &
Highway 249.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/EnjoyTomballEagles/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/EnjoyTomballEagles/permalink/2642697276007779/
https://www.facebook.com/desirae.rose.33/videos/2860006544088910/?t=4


One of the (approximately) two month old Bald Eaglets in Tomball has branched out from the nest. Photo by
Desirae Rose

One of the (approximately) two month old Bald Eaglets in Tomball has branched out from the nest and is
exercising its wings. Photo by Desirae Rose

Pennsylvania man captures all Walks of life crossing a
log bridge.

This video, taken year-round, shows bears, deer, bobcats, grouse, beavers and
many other wildlife crossing a natural log bridge, or swimming underneath, in their
natural habitats. Credit: Robert Bush.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JyrbqiCokdw&feature=share

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JyrbqiCokdw&feature=share


EARTH DAY 2020

Celebrating 50 Years

By Cheryl Conley, TWRC Wildlife Center

April 22nd marks the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, an annual event to
demonstrate support for environmental support. Earth Day was founded by
Gaylord Nelson, a U.S. Senator from Wisconsin, when in 1969 he witnessed the
destruction caused by a massive oil spill in Santa Barbara, California. He came
up with the idea of a "national teach-in on the environment" and presented it to the
media. Congressman Pete McCloskey was persuaded to serve as co-chair. A
Harvard student named Denis Hayes was named the national coordinator and
with a stafff of 85, it was promoted across the country. The date of April 22nd was
chosen because it falls between spring break and final exams.



The first Earth Day was very successful. Over 20 million Americans
demonstrated, gathered in parks and auditoriums and held rallies to demonstrate
for a healthy environment. It was indeed the beginning of a movement and by the
end of 1970, the United States Environmental Protection Agency was created and
the Clean Air, Clean Water and Endangered Species Acts were passed.

Between 1970 and 1989, Earth Day celebrations and activities grew and in 1990,
again under the direction of Denis Hayes, the concept was introduced globally.
More than 200 million people in 141 countries celebrated Earth Day. Today, it is
the single-largest day of action in the world with 193 countries participating.

There are many ways you can help our planet. Plant a tree, pick up trash, start a
compost bin, switch to earth-friendly cleaning products, start recycling, carpool,
stop using plastic products, just to name a few. Celebrate the beauty of our world
by taking a walk in the park.

Although Earth Day is celebrated only one day every year, our earth needs
protecting every day. Making saving the planet a part of your lifestyle.

Cities and communities across the globe are celebrating with Earth Day events.
Check to see what your city is doing.

TWRC Wildlife Center's contribution to our environment is by rehabilitating injured,
orphaned and displaced wildlife with the goal of returning healthy animals back to
the wild. If you'd like to find out how you can help, contact
berri.moffett@twrcwildlifecenter.org

Check out our website at www.twrcwildlifecenter.org for more helpful information.

HEART HAPPENINGS

By Carole Allen

CORONAVIRUS One benefit from coronavirus closing beaches? There’s hope
for a strong turtle nesting season.

https://www.sun-sentinel.com/coronavirus/fl-ne-coronavirus-is-good-for-sea-
turtles-20200401-bbrokumlmzdafd7zwgkybrtd3u-story.html

http://www.twrcwildlifecenter.org
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/coronavirus/fl-ne-coronavirus-is-good-for-sea-turtles-20200401-bbrokumlmzdafd7zwgkybrtd3u-story.html


As the new coronavirus has led to the closure of beaches, turtle experts are hoping the reptiles have a higher
number of nests this season.(Kathy Laskowski / Sun Sentinel)

Photos by Bill Miller

The birds are self isolating . . . Photo by Bill Miller



El Patio. Our choice for grilled specialties! - 3-30 -2020 - Photo by Bill Miller

La Fontana. Great lunch spot. Warning: Seating is limited.- 3-30-2020 - Photo by Bill Miller



El Jardin. *The* place for fresh vegetable and herb dishes. Have seen some hoes hanging around though. -
Photo by Bill Miller

Box seat - Photo by Bill Miller



Mexican Flame Vine, well named — with Sue Peretti Miller at The South 0.40. - Photo by Bill Miller

Two water lilies blooming on what will probably be the last pretty day for a while. - 4-1-2020 - Photo by Bill
Miller



Tropical Water Lily has been blooming all winter — with Sue Peretti Miller at The South 0.40. - Photo by Bill
Miller

We also fit in a quick hike at the nearby state park. We saw a new butterfly, a South Texas / Mexican
specialty, the Blue Metalmark. — with Sue Peretti Miller at Resaca de la Palma State Park. - Photo by Bill
Miller



Purple Martin - 3-24-2020 - Photo by Bill Miller

Bill Miller is with Sue Peretti Miller at Brazos Bend State Park - Texas Parks and Wildlife. March 9 at 3:40 PM ·
Needville, TX · Anhinga in breeding plumage - Photo by Bill Miller

Photos by Randy Scott





Male Bluebird guarding his babies



As of Friday 3-27-2020, none hatched yet.



Bluebirds status. I see four birdies of five. Fifth may not have hatched yet. 3-29-
2020



Female Bluebird delivering food to the babies on first day of hatching. 3-30-2020

Male Bluebird bring Dragonfly to babies. Waiting for female to make room and watching me photograph him,
protecting the female inside.



Male Bluebird entering home to feed babies.

Gulf Fritillary on Lantana



Palamedes Swallowtail

American Lady



American Snout

Palamedes Swallowtail





Day trip to Independence with Bettina Whitley. We got out of the house yesterday
to explore Independence and the wildflowers. Some of the photos from that trip on
a prefect day in the Vette:





In Gay Hill, Texas.



In Brenham, Texas.



This is the Antique Rose Bettina bought to add to the backyard. It is a white climbing rose which we will now
get something for it to climb on.





A Monarch from close distance at the emporium

Common Buckeye



Photo by Randy Scott





A Phoebe from a long distance at the emporium

Photos by Paul Gregg



Washington Co., TX - March 16, 2020 - Set 1A

Howdy!

Carol and I decided to get out of town and look for bluebonnets and other
wildflowers that are growing now in Texas. We went through Chappell Hill and
drove up to Independence, TX where the old Baylor University ruins are located.
It was a cloudy day and photographing bluebonnets was a challenge. We also
stopped at the Antique Rose Emporium (just maybe a half mile south of the
intersection in Independence. Though the many roses at the emporium aren't in
full color yet, many other fascinating flowers were in bloom and we had a
wonderful time walking around. We enjoyed the trip so much, we returned on the
18th to take more photos.

Enjoy,

Paul Gregg, SMSGT, USAF (Ret.)

Washington County Texas - March 16 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 16 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Indian Paintbrush - Washington County Texas - March 16 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Texas Blue Bonnet - Washington County Texas - March 16 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 16 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 16 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg

Poppy - Washington County Texas - March 16 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 16 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg

Washington County Texas - March 16 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 16 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg

Washington County Texas - March 16 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg

Photos by Paul Gregg

Washington Co., TX - March 18, 2020 - Set 1

We decided to return to the Washington Co. (TX) area again on Wednesday. We
thought the weather was going to possibly clear up, but it didn't. We experienced
a sprinkle or two, but overall, the temperature was great for getting out. With the



Corona Virus situation in the country, we felt we could get out into the country
without overexposing ourselves. We met up with our friend, Penny and drove out
to Independence TX again, where a sign at the entrance of the old Baylor
University location proclaims the "Birthplace of Texas". Even though it is believed
the bluebonnets are early this year, we don't believe they have reached their peak
yet. SO. . . we would challenge our friends to fill up the tank, make some
sandwiches, pack some chips, get some water (if you can find bottles!) and take
a day journey to bluebonnet locations.

Here's a link for you to check out: https://www.visitbrenhamtexas.com/wildflower-
watch/

Enjoy,

Paul Gregg, SMSGT, USAF (Ret.)

Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg

https://www.visitbrenhamtexas.com/wildflower-watch/


Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg

Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg

Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg

Photos by Paul Gregg

Washington Co., TX - March 18, 2020 - Set 2

And now for part 2 of Thursday's trip. The Antique Rose Emporium has a great
variety of color going on right now. They have a lot of plants for sale also.



Go here for more information: https://antiqueroseemporium.com/

Though they have a great variety of roses, some dating back to late 1800 and
early 1900, most of the roses we saw were not in their peak at present. However,
other plants all over their property are busting out all over with color. Attached are
some of the colors we saw as well as my attempt at getting a couple photos of
honey bees and bumblebees (I think) visiting the flowers. The bee has pollen on
its leg and I got a nice shot of it. The bumblebee was another story, but I was in
awe of some almost glowing bluish/green spots on it. The dragonfly posed nicely.
Sorry not to identify the different flowers.

With the serious "social distancing" going on at present, I am pretty sure a visit to
the Emporium during weekdays would be no worry for you. Open spaces,
beautiful plants, friendly people, and almost everyone honoring that self-imposed
distance, though you might get a "howdy" or two as you are walking around.

I hope to maybe take a trip to Sabine Woods soon to photograph tired migrants
who have flown across the Gulf to give us even more joy of God’s great creation!

Paul Gregg, SMSGT, USAF (Ret.)

Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg

Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg

Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg

Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg



Washington County Texas - March 18 2020 - Photo by Paul Gregg

Photos by Jim Snyder

At Emerald Forest, College Station, Texas. 3-28-2020 - Photo by Jim Snyder

Jim Snyder is at Emerald Forest, College Station, Texas. 



March 28 at 11:31 AM · College Station, TX · 
More COVID-19 lockdown projects: I re-stocked the butterfly rearing cages with 8
Monarch and 8 Eastern Black Swallowtail caterpillars.

Photo by Jim Snyder



Photo by Jim Snyder



Photo by Jim Snyder

Jim Snyder March 28 · Steamed homegrown asparagus for dinner. Need to eat healthy especially during the
pandemic. — at Emerald Forest, College Station, Texas.



Photo by Jim Snyder



Photo by Jim Snyder



Photo by Jim Snyder

Photos by Hank Arnold

Great Blue Heron Love

Here are pictures of the Great Blue collecting and returning to the nest with a
stick, but that's not where I learned the entire process of Blue Heron Love...

Several years ago I had the privilege of going on a boat tour of the rookery islands
to the east of the Aransas Natl Wildlife Refuge with Ray Little.

At the time I was relatively new to birding and photography, and Ray had
encouraged me to go on this trip promising great opportunities.

At the time I was into taking pictures of hawks in flight, and was skeptical that
birds in the bushes would be very interesting, but I agreed to go to appease him.

There are many islands out in that area, and almost all have nesting areas
frequented by Reddish Egrets, Tricolored Herons, terns, Great Egrets, and lots of
Great Blue Herons.

Each time we saw a new species, Ray would point out the differences in the
colors between normal and breeding plumage, so it was interesting, but still just



birds in bushes.

Some of the Great Blue Herons had large established nests, and some even had
small fur balls, each with a single large spike almost as big as the rest of the bird.

He pointed out one Great Blue Heron sitting on the top of a bush and announced
"That's a female trying to attract a mate".

I asked how he surmised all that and he answered that she had bright blue on her
bill which meant she was open for business, that she was jauntily flashing the
feathers on the top of her head, and most importantly she had a flat spot in a nice
sturdy bush picked out, but not much of a nest as yet.

As with most of the things Ray tells me, I was again skeptical, but intrigued.

About that time another Great Blue flew in, this one was carrying a stick.

Ray says "Here comes a male, lets see how he makes out".

It wasn't much of a stick, but he appeared proud of it. Since there aren't many
sticks of any consequence on those islands, he had obviously carried it some
distance.

He landed on the bush next to her, and kind of strutted and flashed his wings, but
it was obvious she wasn't interested.

After a little more strutting and flashing, he took his stick and flew away,
ostensibly looking for a less demanding mate.

"My, THAT was embarrassing!", says Ray.

A minute or so later another Great Blue flies in with a larger stick.

It was quite clear he thought he was hot stuff, and circled the island once or twice
to let all the babes see his manliness and his great stick.

After his grand entrance, he landed on the bush next to our heroine and started
the same strutting and flapping routine as his predecessor, albeit with significantly
more of a show.

The female again showed no sign that she agreed with his view of himself, and
basically turned away.

Not to be dissuaded, the male started a second round of strutting and flapping,



obviously convinced she hadn't paid appropriate attention to his first performance.

At this point the female did what females of several species do, she decided to
make herself more clear and pecked him on the head.

Being hit on the head with a beak almost a foot long would be bad enough, but he
was right in the middle of an especially flourished strut/flap, lost his balance, and
fell off the bush all the way to the ground.

"That had to hurt!", says Ray.

He picked up his stick, brushed himself off, and flew away to find look for a
female with a better appreciation of God's Gift to Women.

All though this ugly scene, there was another Great Blue flying around watching,
and he too had a stick.

His stick was a monster, with a straight part and then some branches on the top,

It was so big he had to fly with his head sideways to counteract the combination
of air resistance and weight.

He had also seen what happened to the previous suitor, so he was obviously
very wary of getting a similar pecking.

As he flew towards her on the bush, you could tell he was trying to fly in behind
her in order to be at the south end of her north pointing weapon of mass
destruction.

It turns out there wasn't enough room for him to land on the bush behind her, but
with all his flapping to stop, her was already committed to a landing.

He landed on her back.

Ray and I both hunkered down to await the impeding devastation, and I started
taking pictures in a gruesome, "document the gore" type of news
photographer/Hindenburg way.

At this point the male slowly turned his stick around and down to offer it to her.

We're holding our breath, wishing we had hard hats on.

All morning long there had been clouds over the gulf, so there was very poor light
for photography on the island.



Right then there was a break in the clouds, and the very first direct sunlight
bathed the island in a yellow glow.

She slowly turned her head, gently accepted the stick, and a new generation of
Great Blue Herons was begun.

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/Birds/i-2qpVMSK

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/Birds

Photo by Hank Arnold

https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/Birds/i-2qpVMSK
https://hmarnold.smugmug.com/Birds


Photo by Hank Arnold





2020 Board of Directors

President, Kathy Coward 
First VP, Diane Wedgeworth, Editor 
Second VP, Claire Moore, Webmaster 
Third VP, Carlos Hernandez, Programs 
Secretary, Carole Barr 
Treasurer, Jim Lacey 
Director, Farrar Stockton 
Director, Debbie Wilson 
Director, Maryanne DiBiase 
Carole Allen, HEART Committee Chair

Please join us! 
PWWS web site is www.pineywoodswildlifesociety.org

PWWS Facebook site is at https://www.facebook.com/Piney-Woods-Wildlife-
Society-125891867423250/

The Pine Warbler is published monthly, September through May, by the Piney
Woods Wildlife Society, Inc.

For membership information write to us at P.O. Box 189, Spring, Texas 77383-
0189. Annual Dues :$15.00 per household.

Please submit any articles you'd like considered for the PWWS Newsletter. The
Pine Warbler, to our President, Kathy Coward, justforthebirds@sbcglobal.net or
Diane Wedgeworth, Editor, milanodi@yahoo.com

Please send all new address changes and any corrections to
cdmoore3@gmail.com (Claire Moore) and add PWWS to the subject line. Thank
you.

http://www.pineywoodswildlifesociety.org
https://www.facebook.com/Piney-Woods-Wildlife-Society-125891867423250/
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