
a publication of Assemblies of Yahweh



1 Micah: —Prophet of Hope, Prophet of Doom
Yahweh's Word contains a warning of coming judgment for sins while 
extending the hope of redemption through the shed blood of Yahshua the 
Messiah.

7 Ras Shamra, Qumran, and Ebla, Part 2
Archaeological discoveries have delivered proof of the authenticity of the 
Sacred Scriptures.  

13 The Exclusive Source of Truth
All objections that have been raised against the exclusive use of the Sacred 
Name of Yahweh and Yahshua the Messiah have been answered.   

21 Program Log
Be sure to listen to the Sacred Name Broadcast and watch the Sacred 
Name Telecast. Tell your friends! Also, streaming is available at your con‑
venience at www.WMLKradio.net.

An Assemblies of Yahweh publication.
Assemblies of Yahweh, The Narrow Way Newsletter,  
The Sacred Name Broadcaster, The Sacred Name 
 Broadcast, The Sacred Scriptures, The Sacred Name 
Telecast, and WMLK Radio are Service Marks and Trade‑
marks of  Assemblies of Yahweh, Bethel, PA 19507

CONTENTS

Our Cover:
The Sacred Name Broadcaster is published monthly by the  
Assemblies of Yahweh, Bethel, PA 19507. Your subscription has been paid 
by the willing co-workers of this ministry who are concerned that this 
message of salvation should be made available free of charge to all the 
world as a witness before the Second Coming of Yahshua the Messiah. 
While no charge is ever placed upon this publication, CONTRIBUTIONS 
(all of which are tax deductible) are gratefully accepted to help 
defray  expenses. We hope you will share in making this information 
available  to others.

All quotes in The Sacred Name Broadcaster are from The  
Sacred Scriptures, Bethel Edition, 1981, Assemblies of Yahweh, Bethel, 
PA 19507, unless otherwise stated. All translations of the Bible quoted 
herein have been corrected to be consistent with the oldest available 
manuscripts. Copies of The Sacred Scriptures, Bethel Edition, 
are available. For information about purchasing your copy, write to 
Assemblies of Yahweh.

© Copyright 2019 Assemblies of Yahweh. All rights reserved. Periodical 
postage paid at Reading, PA 19612 (ISSN 879320). Telephone (717) 
933‑4518. POSTMASTERS:  Send form 3579 to Assemblies of Yahweh, 
PO Box C, Bethel, PA 19507. 

Founder and Author: Elder Jacob O. Meyer

The clear water of a spring at the 
headwaters of the Jordan River re‑
minds us of the first Psalm: " And he 
shall be like a tree planted by the 
streams of water...." 

Yahshua the Messiah, the Great 
Shepherd of the sheep, is leading 
His people gently on to the Kingdom 
of Yahweh. Will you follow Him to‑
day? "They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more; neither 
shall the sun strike upon them, 
nor any heat: for the Lamb that 
is in the middle of the throne 
shall be their shepherd, and shall 
guide them to fountains of waters 
of life: and Yahweh shall wipe 
away every tear from their eyes." 
(Revelation 7:16‑17).
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The book of the prophet Micah 
is found in the very center of the 
12 books of the minor proph-
ets, although his work is dated 
among the earliest of the vision-
aries whose writings appear in 
the Hebrew Bible. The prophet 
Micah has personally dated his 
writings during the reigns of 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah—
Kings of Judah (Micah 1:1). 
We find him mentioned as an 
example of persuasive prophetic 
utterance in the book of Jeremiah 
(Jeremiah 26:18). Only Isaiah 
and Hosea possibly preceded 
him chronologically among the 
writing prophets who spoke for 
Yahweh to the nation of Israel. 

Micah’s work is characterized 
by sections of his book pronounc-
ing doom upon the people for 
their sins, alternating with sec-
tions of hope to sustain them in 
troublous times, with a special 
emphasis on paronomasia at the 
outset of his book. We may note 
that this play on words is espe-
cially forceful in the Hebrew text 
in which the book was written, 
with the meaning of the words 
having special connotations 
in the Sitz im Leben in which 
these events occurred. We can 

take note also that Micah was a 
champion of the common people, 
as they suffered wrong at the 
hands of both the secular and 
ecclesiastical establishment. 

Micah resided in Moresheth-
Gath (Micah 1:1,  14 and 
Jeremiah 26:18), a Judean town 
in the Shepelah (rolling land on 
the western fringes of the moun-
tains). This area was protected 
by the fortified towns, one of 
which was Lachish. The invading 
armies from the fertile crescent 
nations found it easier to enter 
the Holy Land in pursuit of their 
conquests through this avenue 
leading from the seacoast cor-
ridor than to scale the mountain 
ranges on a direct route in their 
invasions of Palestine.  

The Israelite people ap-
peared to trust unconditionally 
in their armaments rather than 
in Yahweh, and this was one of 
the main thrusts of Micah’s pro-
phetic warning. Micah observed, 
through Holy Spirit-inspired 
vision, that military protection 
seemed to foster a false sense 
of security, and false security, 
in turn, led to sin, because the 
people no longer obediently re-
lied upon Yahweh to watch over 

them and protect them. Micah 
denounced the people for their 
wickedness in forsaking the 
terms of the Covenant of Yahweh 
and pronounced the doom of su-
pernatural judgment upon them 
for their sins, especially singling 
out the rulers and religious 
leaders who were known as the 
shepherds of the people. 

Nevertheless, one of the most 
outstanding characteristics of 
the Bible rises to the surface in 
the book of Micah, and this at-
tribute causes us to appreciate 
the message of the Bible in a 
much greater way. This reference 
is to the declaration of “the end 
from the beginning.” The most 
important watermark of authen-
tic Bible prophecy is to show the 
end from the beginning (Isaiah 
46:10). Even though it is Micah’s 
obligation to proclaim judgment 
for sin as the faithful servant of 
Yahweh (Micah 3:8), his mes-
sages of doom are invariably 
punctuated by sections of hope. 

As Dr. John T. Willis has 
shown in his studies of the book 
of Micah, there are three sections 
in the book, each with a pro-
nouncement of doom followed by 
a message of hope (“Structure of 
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the Book of Micah,” Zeitschrift 
Fur Die Altestamentliche 
Wissenshaft, Vol. 81; p. 191). 
The immediate future may ap-
pear very bleak according to 
the prophet, but those people 
who fear Yahweh can look to 
the future and be inspired by 
the vision of hope that awaits 
them in the end. Yahweh will not 
forsake His people, but, after He 
has judged the wicked and His 
righteous indignation is spent, 
He will restore those who desire 
to live righteously and abide by 
His eternal Covenant. 

Focus on the Messiah 
The book of the prophet Micah 

has served from ancient times as 
one of the chief Messianic texts of 
the entire Bible. It was thought 
to bear Messianic prophecies 
long before the Savior’s birth. 
The elders of the people were 
quite prompt to reply to the de-
mands of Herod for information 
concerning the predicted birth-
place of the Messiah by quoting 
the passage from Micah 5:2. We 
should remind ourselves that it 
is the Messiah, born of woman, 
that is to crush the head of the 
serpent, and of this prediction 
the human race was well aware 
from the time of the sin of Adam 
and Eve (Genesis 3:15). 

The Messianic concept in Is-
rael appears to have been formed 
at an early date, although some 
writers would have us believe 
that it developed over a period of 
time later in the history of Israel. 
Dr. Max L. Margolis has pointed 
out that the rabbis believed 
that the Name of the Messiah 
[Yahshua] was one of the seven 
things made before the creation 
of the world (His book—The 
Holy Scripture with Com-
mentary, “Micah” p. 87). 

During troubled times, the 
concept of the Messiah is es-
pecially prominent in religious 
circles, since He is predicted to 
be the hope of the world. The 
word messiah means anointed, 
or, more specifically, he who is 
anointed by Yahweh to be ruler 
(Psalm 2). When the Messiah 
rules the earth, there will be 
an era of peace and productivity 
such as has not been known in 
the era of man (Isaiah 11:1-10 
and Jeremiah 23:46). 

It is interesting to note that 
the Messiah is due to arrive at 
a time of widespread trouble on 
earth, especially involving the 
people of Israel. The Bible, in a 
number of places, shows that im-
mediately preceding the advent 
of the Messiah will be a time of 
trouble known as the woman in 
travail (Micah 4:10). This term 
occurs in the English Bible, 
A.V. 1611, a total of 16 times in 
both Old and New Testaments. 
Several additional allusions to 
this same, unsettled condition 
may be noted in the original 
texts, and it is safe to say that 
the tribulation predicted by the 
Messiah in Matthew 24, Mark 
13, and Luke 21 is to be a fulfill-
ment of this prophetic concept. 

We should note especially 
Jeremiah 30:1-7 and how this 
sets the stage for a prophecy 
of the latter days concerning a 
greater David who will be king 
of Israel thereafter. See also 
Jeremiah 33:21-26. Micah follows 
this prophetic Messianic outline 
precisely. We may note that, as 
he progresses into the fourth 
chapter of his prophecy, verses 
9-10 serve as a preface to the 
great Messianic text in chapter 
5:2 (A.V.). We may observe also 
that a Messianic text lies within 
each of the three major sections 
of Micah’s prophecy. For example, 
see Micah 2:13, 5:2, and 7:11-20. 

Birth Pangs                  
of the Messiah 

A favorite term that has been 
coined by the Jewish rabbinical 
commentators is “birth pangs 
of the Messiah.” This term is 
derived directly from the pic-
ture of a woman in travail. A 
unique, informative summary of 
this Messianic prophecy among 
the rabbinical writers appeared 
June 6, 1954, in the Jewish Daily 
Forward. The following is an 
extract from that article, written 
by David Einhorn. 

“The Christian writer of the 
Apocalypse uses word for word 
all the phrases from the prophets 
and brings forth the prophecy 
of the destruction of the human 
race. These statements are full 
of judgment and revenge. The 
Jews, in the time of the Mishna 
and Talmud, spoke of the birth‑
pangs of the Messiah. They have 
a much more realistic view than 
the Christians of the events in 
the days of the Messiah. The 
Christians describe the terrible 
world conditions before the com‑
ing of the Savior. The authors of 
the Mishna and Talmud have 
the world described in a terrible 
moral degradation. “In the days 
before the Messiah will the arro‑
gance be at a zenith. The noble 
and the friendly and the humane 
will lose their worth. The vine 
will give its fruit, but it will be 
so expensive because there will be 
so many drunks, and there will 
be no law to punish them. The 
people on the fringe of human‑
ity will go around with nobody 
to stop them. The wisdom of the 
learned people will rot. Respect‑
able people will be despised. 
Truth will be diminished and the 
face of the generation will be as 
the face of a dog. Boys will cause 
elderly people to be ashamed. 
Grown‑ups will stand up for little 
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children. A son will insult his 
father, a daughter will contradict 
her mother, a daughter‑in‑law 
will be against her mother‑in‑
law. The enemies of a man will 
be from his own household—and 
who can we depend on except our 
Father in Heaven!’”

Obviously, those rabbinical 
commentators called upon bibli-
cal prophets for their sources.

The book of Micah yields many 
passages that show the apex of 
wickedness that will be reached 
in the days just preceding the 
Messiah. But Israel will be 
delivered (Micah 4:10b). 
Many belligerent nations 
will gather themselves 
against Zion (Micah 
4:11). This will be the 
plan of Yahweh, because 
it is He who will gather 
these nations as sheaves 
to the floor to judge the 
wicked nations of His people 
(Micah 4:12). The daughter 
of Zion will thresh them with 
hooves of brass (Micah 4:13). 
The invading nations will strike 
the judge (king) of Israel with a 
rod across the cheek (Micah 5:1). 
This, then, is the sequence of 
events that would occur during 
the time to precede the complete 
fulfillment of the Messianic 
promises. Culmination of the 
prophecy would be at a time 
when Israel will be regathered 
(note again Micah 4:10b), and the 
Messiah will rule in the Kingdom 
of Yahweh (Micah 4:1-4). 

The beginning of the fourth 
chapter of Micah holds a striking-
ly parallel passage of Scripture 
to that of Isaiah 2:1-4. As noted 
previously, Isaiah was contem-
porary with Micah, and these 
almost identical passages could 
have been included in both pro-
phetic books in the redaction 
process, although they could 
surely have been spoken by both 

of the prophets under Holy Spirit 
inspiration. It is our opinion that 
the Almighty Heavenly Father 
Yahweh wished to portray the 
inspiring era of the Kingdom 
so forcefully that He repeated 
His Word through both these 
prophets. It is not inconceiv-
able that the Holy Spirit would 
repeat a message through two 
different men, since there are a 
great number of other identical 
or parallel passages in the Bible. 

The time to which these pas-
sages refer is yet future, a time 
when the Messiah—King of 
Israel—will be the ruler of the 
world. All nations will flow to 
Jerusalem as the capital of the 
Millennial world to be instructed 
by the Messiah in Yahweh’s 
royal Law. War will be banned, 
armament manufacture will be 
redirected toward agricultural 
implements for an agrarian so-
ciety. We might note a parallel 
prophecy in Psalm 72, as well as 
in the writings of other prophets 
(for example, Joel 2:16-18, Amos 
9:9-15, and Ezekiel 37, etc.). 

The historical tradition of the 
Messiah as found in the books of 
the prophets did not encompass 
the exclusively spiritual connota-
tion that is applied to Him today 
throughout much of the Chr-stian 
religious world. The Messianic 

teachings were thought to be 
an everlasting Kingdom to be 
founded on the earth, with a 
restored Israel serving as the 
model government for the earth, 
and a government ruled over by 
a greater David—a root from the 
family tree begun of his ancestor 
Jesse. Micah and his Messianic 
prophecies are in exact harmony 
with this teaching, and it may 
have been he (along with Isa-
iah) who gave these teachings 
a general direction among the 
people of Israel. 

Messiah and          
His Mission 

Let us focus more 
closely upon Micah 5 
and see how this proph-
ecy harmonizes with 
other biblical teachings 

on the subject of the 
Messiah. We shall observe 

that the prophecy given here 
in Micah 5:2 was fulfilled by 

Messiah Yahshua in the New 
Testament. 

First of all, it will be necessary 
at the outset for us to do an ac-
curate translation of this verse, 
taking into account the transla-
tion of Dr. Willis and other noted 
scholars, including the use of the 
more modern Concise Hebrew 
and Aramaic Lexicon of the 
Old Testament by Holladay. 
“And you, Bethlehem Ephratha, 
you are smallest among the thou‑
sands of Judah, yet from you 
shall he come forth unto me to 
be ruler in Israel. And his origin 
is from of old [antiquity], from 
days of eternity.” 

We have here a prediction of a 
ruler who is to be the Messiah, 
first the king of Israel, then 
of the earth, the one who was 
previously described in Micah 
4:1-4. This man will be the ruler 
in Israel, and his origin is from 
ancient times dating from eter-
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the Messiah 

rules the earth, there 
will be an era of peace 

and productivity such as 
has not been known in 

the era of man...
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nity (‘olam). 
Since the thought of antiquity 

is intensified by the doubling 
in this verse, it is a parallelism 
giving good indication of His 
preexistence. 

When making the translation, 
this verse we have observed how 
Dr. John T. Willis shows that the 
verb a x y is used throughout the 
Hebrew Scriptures to mean come 
forth, and the Masoretic Text 
is accurate in its transmitted 
text, (Note: Jewish Quarterly 
Review, Vol. 58, p. 317; [April, 
1968] article by Dr. Willis.) 
Previously, some scholars had 
assumed this text to be corrupt 
and had determined to correct it 
by emendation or transposition 
of letters. Dr. Willis disproves 
this hypothesis. 

Bethlehem Ephrathah 
Micah 5:2 (5:1 in the He-

brew text) turns the focus of 
our attention toward the town 
of Bethlehem, from which the 
ruler of Israel would originate. 
Bethlehem means the house of 
bread (or food). Ephrathah means 
fruitfulness. Ephrathah was 
thought to indicate the name of 
the area in which the town was 
situated, or an earlier name, 
according to Keil. 

The town is mentioned in 
the Bible (both Old and New 
Testaments) a total of 53 times. 
We should note, especially, the 
first mention in the Bible where 
it is designated as the town 
of Rachel’s death. This verse 
gives noteworthy illumination 
to Micah 5:2. “And Rachel 
died, and was buried in the 
way to Ephrath, (the same as 
Beth-lehem).” (Genesis 35:19). 
If some of the commentators had 
reviewed this verse, it would 
have aided greatly in eliminat-

ing unwarranted speculation as 
to the exact location of the town. 
Perusing maps in any good Bible 
Atlas will prove that the only 
town in the locality was in the 
land of Judah, and Rachel’s tomb 
is indicated as being located close 
to that town. Several of the com-
mentators insist that there were 
several towns called Bethlehem 
in the Holy Land that could be 
indicated. However, when we 
recognize that Micah points 
directly to the one that would 
be among the smallest (or “too 
small to be listed with” -Keil) 
of the thousands (families) of 
Judah, the little town of David’s 
birthplace and Rachel’s death is 
indicated. 

We must not neglect to point 
out that David, Israel’s renowned 
King, came from Bethlehem, as 
did the lineage of Jesse of which 
we have scriptural record back 
to Elimelech (Ruth 1:1). In Ruth 
4:11, we find that a very inter-
esting prophecy is pronounced 
when Boaz married Ruth. “And 
all the people that were in the 
gate, and the elders, said, We 
are witnesses. Yahweh make 
the woman that is come into 
your house like Rachel and 
like Leah, both of whom built 
the house of Israel: and do you 
worthily in Ephrathah, and 
be famous in Beth-lehem....” 
This is an excellent parallel 
Scripture, such as Micah employs 
throughout his book. 

David had been a revered king 
of Israel, although his reign is 
marked by a great deal of tur-
moil. It was he who did more to 
unite the fragmented 12 tribes 
into one cohesive nation than 
any other leader in the history 
of Israel besides Moses. Yahweh 
promised David on several oc-
casions that his family would 
rule Israel forever (2 Samuel 
7:16 and Jeremiah 31:21-26). 

Consequently, it is not difficult 
to understand the reason why 
the prophets were inspired to use 
David as a type of the Messiah 
and why our Heavenly Father 
selected Bethlehem-Judah to be 
the birthplace of the Messiah 
King of Israel, giving a double 
indication of the family from 
which the Messiah would come. 

Bethlehem had become re-
nowned as the birthplace of the 
beloved king David, and from 
this town would come the ruler 
who would fulfill the predictions 
of durability in His reign accord-
ing to the Davidic Covenant: “My 
covenant will I not break, nor 
alter the thing that has gone 
out of my lips. Once have I 
sworn by my holiness: I will 
not lie to David: His seed 
shall endure forever, and his 
throne as the sun before me. 
It shall be established forever 
as the moon, and as the faith-
ful witness in the sky.” (Psalm 
89:34-37). 

Dr. Cheyne writes (Cam-
bridge Bible, Micah, pps. 4243) 
that this verse would not neces-
sarily mean that the Messiah 
would have to be born in Beth-
lehem Ephrathah, but that he 
would be from the regal family 
whose home this was historically. 
This idea is erroneous, since we 
know that the writers of the New 
Testament specified Bethlehem 
as the birthplace of the Messiah, 
and it is obvious that, for them 
and the apostolic Assembly, this 
prophecy was fulfilled.  

Furthermore, we know that  
the residence of Joseph was 
in Nazareth, and the Messiah 
was brought up there after His 
sojourn in Egypt. Micah 5:2 then 
lends even greater support to the 
fulfillment of Messianic prophecy, 
as we shall see from the follow-
ing. The rabbis were not looking 
toward Galilee or Nazareth in 
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their expectation of the Mes-
siah. The Pharisees observed, 
“...Search, and see that out 
of Galilee arises no prophet.” 
(John 7:52). (They were wrong. 
Jonah was from Gath-hepher in 
Galilee.) When Nathanael was 
approached with the news of 
the Messiah’s arrival, his initial 
reaction was: “Can any good 
thing come out of Nazareth?” 
(John 1:46). Therefore, the Mes-
siah had to prove His origin to 
a skeptical religious world, and 
what better way than by being 
born in the city of David? It 
added even more credibility to 
His claim to being descended 
from the family of David if He 
was born in that same town that 
had been the birthplace of His 
famous ancestor. 

Messiah’s Pre-Existence
Dr. Max L. Margolis, in his 

commentary on the book of 
Micah, relates some of the rab-
binical beliefs concerning the 
pre-existence of the Messiah (as 
was mentioned previously). The 
latter part of the verse in Micah 
5:2 indicated that the ruler of 
Israel had an origin anciently. 

Here, again, we are confronted 
by a conflict of opinion among 
scholars. Cheyne and Willis have 
indicated their preference for an 
interpretation of this passage 
to mean that the Messiah was 
merely to come from a very old 
family. Copas and Carlson reject 
the exclusive physical inter-
pretation and are partial to an 
interpretation of a pre-existent 
Messiah, Emanuel (El with us), 
as in Hengstenburg. Bennett 
takes a quite moderate view, 
stating that either interpretation 
would have real possibilities. 

As noted previously in our 
translation of this verse directly 
from Hebrew, either possibility 
could be argued. However, if we 

approach this verse from a purely 
objective standpoint, we will see 
that the prophet wished us to 
understand the great antiquity, 
or ancient origin of the subject, 
the coming ruler of Israel.  

Here the word mōsa'ōtāyw (His 
goings forth) must be examined 
rather critically. Scholars have 
offered various conjectures. Does 
it mean that the person himself 
came out of Bethlehem descend-
ing from antiquity, or does it 
mean that the town is of great 
antiquity, or does it mean that 
the subject (the ruler) is from a 
very old and renowned family? 
The writer has translated this 
passage: “...His origin is from 
of old (antiquity), from days of 
eternity.” The meaning then is 
of greater age than merely the 
age of the town, or of an elite 
resident family. It could not mean 
the town since this would require 
a feminine pronominal suffix. 
It clearly identifies the ruler as 
having His origin in eternity. 

To this summary we may add 
Isaiah 9:6, “For to us a child 
is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: and his 
name shall be called Won-
derful Counselor, Mighty El, 
Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.” See also Colossians 
1:15-18, Philippians 2:5-8, and 
Revelation 1:8, 17-18. This latter 
passage reads as follows: “And 
when I saw him, I fell at his 
feet, as one dead. And he laid 
his right hand upon me, say-
ing, Fear not; I am the first 
and the last, and the Living 
one; and I was dead, and be-
hold, I am alive forevermore, 
and I have the keys of death 
and of the grave.” (Revelation 
1:17-18). Verse 8 is especially ap-
plicable in terms of proving the 
pre-existence of Messiah. “I am 
the Aleph and the Tau, says 

Yahweh Elohim, who is and 
who was and who is to come, 
the Almighty.”

This verse (Micah 5:2) then 
assists in firmly establishing 
the pre-existence of the Messiah. 
Although He was to be born 
in Bethlehem of the family of 
David, He would be originally 
from ancient times, described as 
the first and the last. (Be certain 
to consider the meaning of the 
Name Yahweh here.) In Proverbs 
8:22, we find parallel terminology 
to what we have already found 
in reference to the Messiah. One 
other passage of Scripture that 
could parallel Micah 5:2 very 
nicely is found in Isaiah 49:5-6. 
“And now, says Yahweh that 
formed me from the womb to 
be his servant, to bring Jacob 
again to him, and that Israel 
be gathered to him; (for I 
am honorable in the eyes of 
Yahweh, and my Elohim has 
become my strength;) And he 
said, It is too light a thing 
that you should be my servant 
to raise up the tribes of Jacob, 
and to restore the preserved 
of Israel: I will also give you 
for a light to the Gentiles, that 
you may be my salvation to 
the end of the earth.”

Again—The Woman       
in Travail 

Significantly, the prophet re-
turns again to the picture of the 
woman in travail as he continues 
his predictions. The woman is 
identified as Israel (Ezekiel 23). 
Micah pictures this time as one 
in which the Heavenly Father, 
or possibly even the Messianic 
ruler, will abandon Israel to 
their own devices until the time 
of judgment. At that time, the 
woman in childbirth labor pains 
will bring forth a remnant who 
would return from the captivity 
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to which they were sent as cor-
rection (Micah 2:12-13). 

Incidentally, the passage just 
mentioned will bring us one of 
the first references of the term 
remnant in prophecy. The rem-
nant then would be identified 
as the offspring that the sinful 
woman suffering Yahweh’s judg-
ment would bring forth. This 
child is predicted to return to 
the brethren of the Messianic 
ruler, and the remnant is to be 
a reconstitution of a people who 
wish to live in harmony with the 
Covenant of Yahweh. 

The term “children of Israel,” 
when used in the Bible in a 
prophetic sense, indicates the 
spiritual people, as opposed to 
the term “children of Jacob,” 
which points to the physical 
nation. The name Jacob is de-
fined as meaning heel grabber, 
supplanter, or contender. Jacob 
exhibited an unconverted char-
acter in his dealings with his 
peers until his experience with 
the angel at Peniel when Yahweh 
called him Israel, meaning El 
commands, orders or rules, or 
overcomer (Genesis 32:24-30). 

If we were to suggest a biblical 
parallel prophetic chapter here, 
it would have to be Revelation 
12. If the symbols of this New 
Testament chapter are inter-
preted from the Old Testament 
Scriptures alone, it will bring to 
our attention the fact that those 
Old Testament prophecies were 
meant by their writers to be 
for the last days at the close of 
this age. We might mention also 
Romans chapter 8 as a parallel 
along with Isaiah 66:7-9. 

That roar from the city, that 
uproar in the Temple, is the 
sound of Yahweh dealing retri-
bution to his foes. “Before she 
travailed, she brought forth; 
before her pain came, she was 

delivered of a manchild. Who 
has heard such a thing? Who 
has seen such things? Shall a 
land be born in one day? Shall 
a nation be brought forth at 
once? For as soon as Zion tra-
vailed, she brought forth her 
children. Shall I bring to the 
birth, and not cause to bring 
forth? says Yahweh: Shall I 
that cause to bring forth shut 
the womb? says your Elohim.” 
(Isaiah 66:7-9). 

After the birth of Messiah 
in verse 2, there is an obvious 
break in Micah’s narrative. This 
will allow time for Psalm 110:1 
to occur. We may note that Ste-
phen refers to this in Acts 7:55, 
and Peter quotes the verse in its 
entirety (Acts 2:34-35). 

The Messianic King 
Micah 5:4 shows the method 

by which Messiah shall rule in 
His Kingdom. “And he shall 
stand, and shall feed his flock 
in the strength of Yahweh....” 
In this regard, He will be the 
“good shepherd” who cares for 
the sheep (John 10:11 and Psalm 
23). He will be the antithesis of 
the evil shepherds of Israel (Eze-
kiel 34 and Zechariah 11:15-17). 
The prophet Micah has already, 
in his book, denounced the evil 
shepherds of Israel, who tear the 
skin off the bones of the common 
people (am ha’ares), cutting up 
their flesh and even breaking 
their bones like a slaughtered 
carcass of a sheep being prepared 
for the cooking pot (Micah 3:1-
3). The reference here would be 
to the evil shepherds who eat 
their own flock, and, if they offer 
any food to the flock, it is only 
to make the end product into a 
more tasty dish for themselves. 

In contrast to this state of 
affairs, the shepherd king, son 
of David, is born in Bethlehem. 
As noted previously, Bethlehem 

means the house of bread. The 
word lehem has been used in the 
Bible for food in general (Gen-
esis 3:19 and Nehemiah 5:14). 
Ephrathah means fruitfulness, a 
necessary resource for feeding the 
people. Hence, it is not difficult 
to see the connection between 
the prophecy of the birthplace 
of the Messiah and His purpose 
in providing sustenance for His 
people. Interestingly, the proph-
ecy of Samuel relating to how 
a king would treat his subjects  
(1 Samuel 8:10-20) will be re-
versed by the Messianic ruler. 
Usually the poor people must 
richly feed and care for their 
ruler, but the converse is true 
of the Messiah. He feeds them! 
How perfect is this picture of 
Yahweh’s True ministers today! 

Israel is promised an era of 
peace when this righteous ruler 
stands at the head of their gov-
ernment. The Messiah is known 
as the Prince of Peace, Sar 
Shalom (Isaiah 9:6). Although 
Solomon was a great king and 
famous in his time, this Messi-
anic ruler was to enjoy an even 
greater prestige. Solomon was 
great in the earth, excelling in 
wisdom and wealth, but the Mes-
sianic reign will exceed even the 
pomp and splendor of that apex 
of Israel’s greatness. 

Even the rabbinic sages who 
thought that Hezekiah fulfilled 
the Messiah prophecies (Bar 
Kappara, etc.) must have real-
ized that this prophecy was not 
fulfilled in him, and their inter-
pretation was later rejected by 
the majority of rabbis. 

With such a ruler, Israel 
could abide and dwell safe from 
all apprehension and fear. This 
age of righteousness would be 
a welcome relief after the time 
of trouble that will preface the 

Continued on page 19.

FOCUS ON MESSIAH’S REDEMPTION
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The prophet Daniel has pre-
dicted that in the last days 
knowledge would be increased. 
“But you, O Daniel, shut up 
the words, and seal the book, 
even to the time of the end: 
many shall run to and fro, 
and knowledge shall be in-
creased.” (Daniel 12:4). 

One of the prime methods by 
which knowledge of the Sacred 
Scriptures has recently been 
increased is archaeology. Not 
only has there been increased 
knowledge of the Bible, but the 
PROOF of the AUTHENTICITY 
of the Sacred Scriptures has been 
strengthened. 

Using the Bible as their guide 
and the spade as their tool, ar-
chaeologists have unearthed the 
proofs of the authenticity of the 

sacred texts which have been 
buried and dormant under the 
shifting sands for centuries. The 
Bible has been the guidebook of 
archaeologists, and they have 
used it thoroughly to identify 
ancient locations. 

In the previous introductory 
segment of this series, we have 
taken a brief overview of the 
modern science of archaeology. 
Archaeology gained academic 
acceptance in the 19th century, 
being more meticulously devel-
oped by the scholarly community 
during the later decades of the 
19th century and into the early 
decades of the 20th century. 
Today, this science continues to 
be developed by constant excava-
tions of ancient sites. 

This segment of the series will 

focus upon the excavations of the 
ancient city of Ugarit, which was 
constructed upon a large artificial 
mound called Ras Shamra in 
Arabic. By perusing a map, we 
note that the city of Ugarit was 
situated opposite the eastern 
end of Cyprus, on the coast of 
Syria. The modem Arabic name 
is Ras Shamra, and it means a 
hill of fennel, or a cape of fennel 
(the herb). 

After World War I, the area 
was designated to be ruled by the 
French as a mandate. The site 
of the mound of Ras Shamra is 
about 60 miles north of Beirut, 
Lebanon. It is situated on a 
fertile plain. The site was first 
discovered by a peasant who was 
plowing on the tel. The tel, of 
course, is located about six miles 
north of Latakia and about a half 

Ras Shamra, 
Qumran, 
and Ebla

by Elder Jacob O. Meyer
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mile from the shore. 
When the author and his wife 

studied Holy Land Geography 
and Archaeology in Israel sev-
eral years ago, some of our field 
trips took us to various tels that 
were being farmed. Perhaps the 
following incident will help the 
reader understand. We recall 
being on the Tel of Mikmash, 
north of Jerusalem. As the pro-
fessor explained the significance 
of the area on which we were 
standing, suddenly an elderly 
Arab woman came rushing up 
to him screaming in Arabic at 
the top of her lungs. After some 

heated discussion, the professor 
cautioned the members of the 
class to be very careful not to 
step on this elderly woman’s field. 
As we looked around, we could 
see that part of the tel had been 
recently cultivated. It just so 
happened that several footprints 
of the students appeared in the 
soft earth. The professor men-
tioned that the woman had told 
him she had just planted beans, 
lentils, and other small garden 
vegetables, and that this was 
her field which would provide 
most of her sustenance. It was 
a very fertile field, she explained 

to him, and it was her property. 
Consequently, it is not difficult 

to understand that a peasant in 
the area of the tel of Ras Shamra 
would be tilling this site for his 
field. His plow broke through a 
soft spot and pulled aside a stone. 
Looking into the depression, the 
peasant could see that this was 
the roof of a chamber. It turned 
out to be a burial chamber, and 
the peasant entered it. He re-
moved from it the contents and 
sold them to visiting strangers. 
The artifacts turned out to be 
Cypriot or Mycenaean pottery. 

C. Virolleaud, at that time, 
was the director of archaeological 
work for the French manda-
tory government. He soon made 
soundings of the area and began 
initial excavations in 1928. He 
found Cypriot and Mycenaean 
artifacts dating from the second 
millennium B.C.E. (Before the 
Common Era). 

One of the most important 
names related to the archaeo-
logical excavation of Ras Shamra 
was Claude F. A. Schaeffer. He 
was the curator of the museum 
at Strasburg. The major excava-
tion of Ras Shamra was begun 
in 1929 under the direction of 
this noted scholar. He drove to 
Latakia and there transferred his 
equipment to camels. Soldiers ac-
companied the archaeologist for 
protection. They also assisted in 
the excavation of the site. Their 
digging unearthed two temples 
on the western side of the tel. 
Between the two temples was 
found the high priest’s house 
containing a rich collection of 
literary texts. 

These were indeed exciting 
times as scholarship advanced! 
Much was being learned about 
the ancient world. Ugarit (the 
name of the city) appeared to be 
at the crossroads of the world at 
that time, because discoveries 

A Babylonian 
bronze 
arrowhead

Entrance to the Royal Palace of Ugarit
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linked the eastern area of the 
Fertile Crescent (Mesopotamia) 
with that of Egypt, and, there-
fore, Ugarit became the link 
between many of the population 
centers. 

The city of Ugarit is quite 
large, approximately 60 acres 
in size. It rises about 65 feet 
high and stands out over the 
surrounding plain. 

A palace was discovered on the 
tel with a large building of hewn 
stone. It had been burnt. In one 
room, a large collection of clay 
cuneiform tablets was discovered. 
Therefore, it was concluded that 
this was the palace library. 

The documents discovered on 
the tel of Ras Shamra were writ-
ten in four languages: Ugaritic, 
Akkadian, Sumerian, Hurrian. 
Seven different scripts were used 
in Ugarit during this period. 
There were Egyptian and Hittite 
hieroglyphic, Cypro-Minoan, Su-
merian, Akkadian, Hurrian, and 
Ugaritic written in cuneiform. 

The Ugaritic alphabet, cu-
neiform writing system, was 
believed to have been invented 
independent of other cuneiform 
writing systems, although some 
similarities in certain letters 
suggest that this alphabet may 
have been patterned after the 
north Semitic alphabet. Ugaritic 
is written from right to left. It 
has 30 symbols, included are 
three syllabic signs for vowels as 
opposed to 22 consonantal letters 
in the north Semitic alphabet. 
We should note that two addi-
tional inscriptions in Ugaritic 
were found at Bethshemesh in 
Israel and in lower Galilee in 
northern Israel. 

Cuneiform is wedge-shaped 
writing that is created by a 
wedge-shaped stylus. The stylus 
is pressed into a soft clay tablet, 
and then the clay is hardened by 
firing or sundrying. 

Over 40 archaeological cam-
paigns have been concentrated 
upon the site of Ras Shamra, 
and two-thirds of the tel has 
been excavated. 

The city of Ugarit was evi-
dently built by the Amorites (a 
Canaanite tribe); however, many 
different peoples appeared to 
have had an influence on the city. 
The site was located near a good 
harbor, allowing sea traders to 
come in and influence the society. 

The city of Ugarit was settled 
early, approximately 2000 B.C.E. 
Egyptian artifacts have been 
found from the Middle Bronze 
Age. The city continued until the 
invasion of the Sea Peoples—the 
Philistines, undoubtedly. 

When Ugarit appears in his-
tory, the city is under Egyptian 
rule. During the reign of Amosis 
III, Syria is the bone of conten-
tion between the Hittites in the 
north and Egypt in the south. 
Hittite territory included Boghaz-
koy and Carchemish. Ugarit 
continued to trade with Egypt, 
but the end of the city came 
around 1200 B.C.E., or about 
the time of the invasion of the 
Sea Peoples. C. F. A. Schaeffer 
postulated that Ugarit was de-
stroyed by an earthquake, but 
no survivor state existed. The 
devastation was most complete, 

so that the re-emergence of power 
in the area was situated in Tyre 
and Sidon. 

The city of Ugarit was situ-
ated around an acropolis. The 
Amama Letter #151 mentioned 
a palace. The palace was built in 
great splendor. It had 90 rooms 
with cedar paneling, and it was 
constructed of more than one 
story. It even had lavatories. 
The size and the situation of the 
palace demonstrated that the 
king stood as the prime person-
age in the city. He owned all of 
the real estate. Royal documents 
mentioned the real estate that 
he owned. He was also a despot 
ruling over all the persons in 
the city and in the surrounding 
state, according to the Ugaritic 
documents. 

The king played some sort 
of major role in the worship of 
Ugarit. It was indicated in some 
of the documents that the king 
and queen participated in some 
of ceremonies. The relatives of 
the royal family lived in large 
houses nearby. The humble 
people of the city lived together 
in a different section, a separate 
quarter of the city.

By way of comparison with 
other archaeological excavations, 
Ugarit covered approximately 60 
acres; Megiddo, 20 acres; Hazor 

Cuneiform
Tablet
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was quite large and covered an 
area of about 120 acres in size. 

Since Ugarit was situated 
near a good harbor, much of 
the wealth of the city came by 
seagoing trade. Ugarit controlled 
about 30 miles of sea coast. Cargo 
was sent to Aleppo, Carchemish, 
and even all the way to the Eu-
phrates River. Ships were found 
that had 200 tons displacement. 
Stone anchors were found with 
them. Bronze items, wool, linen, 
grain, and olive oil were shipped 
out to distant significant points. 

We should examine the names 
of the mighty ones and scrutinize 
the pantheon of ancient Ugarit. 
In its polytheistic setting, it ap-
proaches a developed theology. 
Which pagan pantheon do we 
use to compare with the Ugaritic 
mighty ones? Much in the way of 
comparisons always were related 
to the mighty ones of Greece 
and Rome. 

The religious texts of Ugarit 
contained incantations, the 
composition of a lament of a 
righteous sufferer (like Job 
in the Bible), wisdom texts, a 
proverbs-type book, and collec-
tions of sayings of the wise men 
and their sons. There is also a 
flood-type story. 

We should note two points 
about the Canaanite or Syrian 
mighty ones. First, CANAAN-
ITE MIGHTY ONES EXHIBIT 
AN UNUSUAL FLUIDITY OF 
CHARACTER AND PERSON. 
For example, Ashtoreth was 
male in the morning and female 
in the evening. It is difficult to 
pin down what such a concept 
represents. Since there is no 
central explanation of Canaanite 
mighty ones, changes in sexual 
identity occur perhaps every day, 
or during the day. 

Secondly, Canaanite and Syr-
ian mighty ones have received 
etymologically transparent 

names. Some were taken from 
Akkadian-Sumerian sources, 
others from Hurrian, Hittite, 
or Egyptian sources. This gives 
obvious evidence that ancient Ca-
naan was indeed a crossroads of 
civilizations, and, therefore, this 
city’s religion cultured influences 
from several different outside 
sources. In other words, Ugarit 
was tolerant of other religions 
and even incorporated various 
aspects of those religions into 
its own worship. 

The author has always taken 
the position that the Hebrew 
Scripture is the True and revealed 
Will of Almighty Yahweh, our 
Father in Heaven. Consequently, 
this sacred Hebrew text handed 
down to us retains the absolute 
Truth. It was written down early, 

as can be demonstrated by the 
colophons in the book of Genesis. 
These small books were then col-
lected and incorporated into the 
text of the book of Genesis. We 
must note that Adam and Eve, 
Abel, Noah, etc., had personal 
relationships with the Mighty 
One—Yahweh—who revealed 
Himself to them. Consequently, 
they wrote down some of those 
revelations. When Moses went to 
live with His father-in-law, his 
excellency (translation of Jethro) 
Ruel, the priest of Midian, he 
evidently obtained these small 
books dating all the way from 
the creation of the world (Midian 
was one of the sons of Abraham 
by Keturah, Genesis 25:2). Then 
when Moses spent his 40 days 
and 40 nights on Mount Sinai 
in communion with Yahweh, he 
evidently obtained the confirma-
tion of the authenticity of these 
books, and, therefore, Moses 
included them in his writing in 
the book of Genesis. 

The author calls the book of 
Genesis a DOUBLY-INSPIRED 
BOOK. It was first inspired to 
be written by those who lived 
during that time—Adam, Noah, 
Abraham, etc. Then, since Al-
mighty Yahweh had personal 
communication with Moses, He 
would have corroborated for 
Moses the accurate account of 
creation to substantiate what 
the tablets had said. 

The Sacred Scriptures, which 
have been handed down to us 
through the Hebrew-Israelite 
Jewish peoples, is the revealed 
Truth of Yahweh. Logically, we 
can prove it to be the Truth. 
From the Ugaritic texts, one can 
note that the Canaanites ad-
opted aspects of other religions, 
the Hebrew-Israelite Faith was 
preserved from such admixtures. 

“When Yahweh your Elohim 
shall cut off the nations from 

The author has 
always taken 
the position 

that the Hebrew 
Scripture is 
the True and 
revealed Will 
of Almighty 

Yahweh, 
our Father 
in Heaven. 
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Hebrew text 

handed down to 
us retains the 

absolute Truth.
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before you, where you go in 
to dispossess them, and you 
dispossess them, and dwell 
in their land; take heed to 
yourself that you are not en-
snared to follow them, after 
they are destroyed from before 
you; and that you inquire not 
after their elohim, saying, 
How do these nations serve 
their elohim? even so will I 
do likewise. You shall not do 
so unto Yahweh your Elohim: 
for every abomination to 
Yahweh, which he hates, have 
they done unto their elohim; 
for even their sons and their 
daughters they burn in the 
fire to their elohim. Whatever 
I command you, that shall you 
observe to do: you shall not 
add to it, nor diminish from 
it.” (Deuteronomy 12:29-32). 

The author has always main-
tained that the Bible, as we 

know it today, is Yahweh’s Truth, 
because it was originally written 
down and has been so meticu-
lously preserved over the years. 

The religion of pagan peoples 
has not been so well preserved. 
The mighty ones of the nations 
have a much more FLUID 
CHARACTER AND PERSON 
(also personality). The mighty 
ones of the nations were com-
pared with each other, and this 
tended to broaden all the er-
roneous aspects of these pagan 
mighty ones. 

However, the True Worship 
has been maintained on a very 
consistent basis by writing down 
the inspired Word of the heavenly 
Mighty One, and, then, studying 
His words and obeying them. A 
consistent sound doctrine has 
been sustained. Yahweh has 
allowed no representation of 
himself, nor has He allowed any 

comparison with any earthly 
creation. “You shall not make 
for yourself a graven image, 
or any likeness of any thing 
that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under 
the earth: you shall not bow 
down to them, or serve them; 
for I Yahweh your Elohim 
am a jealous El, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children to the third and 
the fourth generation of those 
that hate me, and showing 
mercy to thousands of them 
that love me and keep my com-
mandments.” (Exodus 20:4-6). 

“To whom will you liken 
me, and make me equal, and 
compare me, that we may be 
alike? Such as lavish gold out 
of the bag, and weigh silver 
in the balance, they hire a 
goldsmith, and he makes it 

Remains of the ancient city, some walls and what appears to be a small well.
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a mighty one; they fall down, 
yes, they worship. They bear it 
upon the shoulder, they carry 
it, and set it in its place, and 
it stands; it shall not move 
from its place: yes, one may 
cry to it, yet it cannot an-
swer, nor save him out of his 
trouble.” (Isaiah 46:5-7). 

We must also remember that 
at several points in history, all 
people on this earth knew, under-
stood, and were plainly taught 
the True Worship. This occurred 
during the time of Adam and 
Eve. In the time of Noah also, 
there were only eight people who 
survived the judgment of Yahweh 
upon this earth. The family of 
Shem maintained the Truth of 
Yahweh, but the families of Ja-
pheth and Ham went astray by 
formulating their own religion. 

Let us explain more thorough-
ly. For example, in the Sacred 
Scriptures, we find the term El 
and Elohim. These terms are 
used for the Almighty as a title 
and also applied to pagan mighty 
ones (as the term Elohim). 

But the Canaanites (Canaan 
was the grandson of Noah) took 
Yahweh’s Truth  —which included 

the titles El and Elohim —and 
they began to make separate 
personages out of them, giving 
these terms the connotation 
of names and giving them a 
personal identity. When these 
pagan peoples set up a religion 
to the term El, this mighty one 
then later became compared to 
other pagan mighty ones, and 
this formed a pagan worship 
out of what had originally been 
a title. Today, the Chr-stians 
seem to have adopted the same 
idea of the Father in heaven as 
the Canaanites and other an-
cient pagan peoples have done. 
They have rejected the concept 
of the Hebrew Faith (although 
they use the Bible). Then they 
compare the Mighty One of the 
Bible to pagan mighty ones. 
The Canaanite mighty one El 
was remote and shadowy, not at 
all like the Hebrew El. He was 
more like the Egyptian Ra. He 
rumbles around heaven. He is 
remote from earthly activities. 
He seems to be a mighty one 
with gray beard and gray hair, 
although he is up there in heaven 
as Alu Shamamah or Adu Alomi, 
he, nevertheless, is not too much 

involved with the affairs of man. 
It has been shown by scholars 

that Canaanite religion follows 
pagan religions rather than the 
Hebrew Faith. Similar to Baby-
lon, some form of matriarchal 
intercessor is revered. El was 
supposed to have had three 
wives—Astarte, Asherah, and 
Beltis. Humans were always 
required to approach El through 
these female mediators. 

The religion of Ugarit was 
filled with pagan concepts, rather 
than following the written Word 
of Yahweh. Although a few of 
the concepts of Ugaritic religion 
seemed to parallel the Hebrew 
religion, the majority was totally 
superstitions and pagan. 

The area north of Israel was 
controlled by the Canaanites for 
a long time. It was there that 
Hiram of Lebanon ruled. He was 
a friend of David and Solomon—
as long as it was to his financial 
interests. But when Solomon 
exceeded his budget in purchases 
from Hiram by as much as $55 
million, and Solomon had to give 
up Israelite territory to Hiram 
to pay the bill, Hiram called the 
land Cabul (worthless).  

Egyptians (left) battle an invasion of the Sea Peoples (right), 
which included the Philistines.
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During the past few years, as 
this end-time message of Truth 
has been going out over the air 
with ever-increasing power, some 
groups and individuals have 
begun to attack the necessity 
for the use of the Sacred Name 
in our quest for salvation. It has 
only been after very diligent, 
thoughtful, and careful study 
that the author has reached 
the conclusion that the Sacred 
Name of our Heavenly Father 
“YAHWEH” and of our Savior, 
“YAHSHUA the Messiah,” are 
absolutely imperative to our 
eternal salvation. 

The message preached by 
the Assemblies of Yahweh is 
not slanted toward destroy-
ing the Chr-stian faith, but, 
rather, it is designed to give you 
ever-increasing knowledge and 
understanding to withstand the 
end-time persecution predicted 
to sweep across this earth in the 
near future. A closer personal 
relationship with the Almighty 
Heavenly Father Yahweh and our 
Savior and Redeemer, Yahshua 
the Messiah, can be achieved 
through coming to know them 
personally by their revealed 
Names which were directed 
to be written into the inspired 
Scriptures by the Holy Spirit. 

In this article, it is our inten-

tion to refute the unfounded 
objections which have been 
raised against this vital, end-
time message by those who have 
not understood just how vital 
the Sacred Name really is as an 
integral part of the Scriptures. 
All of the objections which have 
been raised can be biblically 
and categorically answered and 
refuted. 

It should be the exclusive 
objective of each one of the true 
and sincere worshipers of the 
Almighty in these last days, 
just before the close of the age, 
to search the Scriptures daily 
to find the “narrow pathway” to 
salvation, just as did the noble 
Bereans in the early Apostolic 
era (Acts 17:11). 

In our contemporary era, we 
see many sincere and dedicated 
people, highly educated, who defi-
nitely preach “another Evangel,” 
as happened during the days of 
the Apostles (Galatians 1:6-12). 
While these people preach a 
message which appears on the 
surface to be plausible, when it 
is held up to the scrutiny of the 
light of the inspired Scriptures, 
the arguments, which have been 
so ingeniously formulated and 

presented, fall flat. 
For instance, most of the read-

ers of this article are familiar 
with the reams of literature 
which may be obtained arguing 
against the True Sabbath of the 
Almighty. The writers of this 
literature certainly appear to 
be sincere in their convictions. 
However, misguided sincerity 
cannot circumvent the fact that 
the inspired Scriptures unequivo-
cally state that the seventh-day 
Sabbath is the day on which our 
Heavenly Father directs us to 
rest from our labors and worship 
Him. No amount of literature 
which may ever be published, 
no sincere Sunday worship, no 
seemingly authoritative theologi-
cal statement will be able to alter 
the unchangeable TRUTH, as 
commanded in Scriptures, such 
as Exodus 20:8-11 and 31:12-18, 
and other passages. 

This is exactly the honor that 
we who revere the True, revealed 
sacred Name of our Heavenly 
Father Yahweh and His Messiah, 
Yahshua, bestow upon the holy 
Scriptures. We do not find that 
a doctrine can be stated in one 
particular place in the Word, 
while in another the Almighty 
would contradict Himself by 
saying something diametrically 
opposite. Our Heavenly Father 
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is certainly not a Being who is 
given to double talk or confusion 
(1 Corinthians 14:33, Malachi 
3:6, and Hebrews 13:8). Neither 
is He a “doddering old senile 
recluse” who needs to be told 
what His Word says. 

He certainly is not guilty of 
being unable to know His own 
Name! He is the Creator and 
Sustainer of the universe, and, 
consequently, should be capable 
of knowing His own mind. 

Mortal human beings, even 
though we may possess fantastic 
understanding and knowledge 
in comparison to our Heavenly 
Father, we can best be classed 
as inferior and of worthless 
substance. Mortal man must 
never find himself in the position 
where he presumes to dictate his 
wishes to the Almighty, or decide 
for our Heavenly Father what is 
true and correct. The Word—the 
Sacred Scriptures—represents 
the final Will of the Most High. 

The worship of Yahweh is 
totally different from all other 
religions! In True Worship, 
Yahweh commands—man obeys. 
In nominal religion, man molds 
the Almighty to his own concepts 
and ideas. To stand at odds with 
Yahweh is to make a most unwise 
choice, resulting in that person’s 
being rejected by the Heavenly 
Father. 

What Is the               
Word of Yahweh? 

The only correct and absolute 
place to find the basis of our 
Faith is in such scriptures as 
John 5:39 and 10:35. “Search 
the Scriptures, because you 
think that in them you have 
eternal life; and these are they 
which bear witness of me....” 
(John 5:39). “If he called them 
Elohim, to whom the word of 
Yahweh came (and the Scrip-
ture cannot be broken)….” 
(John 10:35). 

It is imperative that we search 
the Scriptures daily, and these 

Scriptures are the inspired, 
“Yahweh-breathed Word.” 

I would like to focus your at-
tention on the startling fact that 
when our Savior was speaking 
these words, the New Testament 
had not as yet been written! It 
was not until at least 20 years 
after the Savior spoke these 
words that the first book of the 
New Testament was actually 
written. In fact, the manuscripts 
of the New Testament were 
only compiled in their present 
canonical order by Jerome dur-
ing the years 382 to 405 in our 
Common Era. 

The Apostle Paul, in writing 
to the young minister Timothy, 
exhorts him to, “Give diligence 
to present yourself approved 
to Yahweh, a workman that 
needs not be ashamed, han-
dling properly the word of 
truth....” (2 Timothy 2:15). 

The studying which Paul urged 
Timothy to do is explained in 
the third chapter of this same 
second epistle, verse 14 to 17. 
“But remain in the things 
which you have learned and 
have been assured of, know-
ing of whom you have learned 
them; and that from a babe 
you have known the sacred 
writings which are able to 
make you wise to salvation 
through faith which is in 
the Messiah Yahshua. Every 
scripture Yahweh breathed is 
also profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction which is in 
righteousness: that the man 
of Yahweh may be complete, 
furnished completely to every 
good work.” 

Once more we are given to 
understand that the inspired 
Scriptures to which Paul refers 
are the Hebrew Scriptures, 
commonly known as the Old 
Testament. These were the 
writings inspired directly by the 
Almighty through His Prophets. 
As I have already noted, the New 
Testament was not written at 
this time (this epistle Timothy 
forms a part) and had yet to be 
compiled in its present canon. 

In addition, Paul continues in 
the fourth chapter and verse 2 by 
exhorting Timothy to, “Preach 
the Word.” Again, the Word to 
which Paul refers must have 
been the inspired Hebrew Scrip-
tures, the passage beginning, 
“Thus says Yahweh....” 

If Paul was so emphatic in 
pointing one of his followers to 
the Old Testament Scriptures, 
then it is imperative that we also 
turn our attention toward the 
Old Testament for our guide to 
everlasting salvation. If we look 
merely to the Greek Scriptures, 
we are, in effect, “placing the 
cart before the horse!” The He-
brew Scriptures are those which 
testify of Yahshua the Messiah 
(John 5:39). 

You may read His own ref-
erence to this truth in Luke 
24:44-48. The Scriptures which 
He opened to the understanding 
of the disciples were the Old 
Testament Hebrew Scriptures. 
In Isaiah 8:20, we read a fre-
quently quoted passage relative 
to the keeping of the Law of 
Yahweh. “To the law and to 
the testimony! If they speak 
not according to this word, 
surely there is no morning for 
them.” Consequently, we must 
conclude that if the New Testa-
ment would presume to teach a 

It is imperative 
that we search 
the Scriptures 

daily, and these 
Scriptures are 
the inspired, 

“Yahweh-
breathed Word.” 
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doctrine opposed to that which is 
contained in the Old Testament, 
we would be required to discard 
it immediately as having no light! 

However, I would like to allay 
all fears in this regard instantly. 
The New Testament is completely 
in harmony with the Old, and 
we can trust its message. If we 
do not distort its true teachings 
with extraneous theological inter-
pretations, its intrinsic message 
harmonizes completely and ac-
curately with the Old Testament. 

The New Testament does, in 
fact, teach the same message as 
does the Old, and we can prove 
this by diligent study, searching, 
and questioning. There is an 
abundance of evidence that the 
Sacred Name of our Heavenly 
Father appeared in the original 
texts of the New Testament 
and was revered by the early 
Apostles, who suffered severe 
persecution to proclaim the 
necessity for using it in True 
Worship. Also, we can prove 
conclusively that the name of 
our Savior, Yahshua the Messiah, 
was preached by the Apostles in 
the early Messianic Assembly. 

Have you read the record of 
the historian Eusebius, for ex-
ample? Certainly the Almighty 
wishes for His people all over the 
world to read His Words in their 
own languages. He desires that 
the True message of salvation 
be preached to all the world in 
the native tongues of all people 
so that all men may have the 
opportunity to repent and enter 
the Kingdom. 

Taking Liberties        
With Yahweh’s Name 

However, the idea that names 
differ in various languages con-
stitutes only a feeble and evasive 
excuse for inserting a name for 
the Almighty and Messiah differ-
ent from that which was inspired 
into the original Scriptures, since 
the names of the Apostles and 
prophets were little changed, 

or altered, during translation. 
There is absolutely no scriptural 
authority for deleting the holy 
Name of the Almighty, or the 
Name of His Son, Yahshua the 
Messiah, our Savior, which alone 
brings salvation (Acts 4:12). If 
you desire authority against 
changing His Name, or deleting 
it, please read Matthew 4:4 and 
Deuteronomy 8:3! After noting 
some of the Scriptures which cau-
tion against tampering with the 
Word, it is almost inconceivable 
that the translators have taken 
the liberties which are so evident. 
Please read Deuteronomy 4:1-8, 
Proverbs 30:6, and Revelation 
22:18-20. 

As we pursue this thought, let 
me emphasize that the English 
King James Version is not an 
inspired translation. Constantly 
we hear the term inspired trans‑
lation. There is no inspired 
translation! The originals were 
inspired, or supernaturally 
breathed, from heaven by the 
Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:20-21 and 
2 Timothy 3:16). All translations 
of those originals in our posses-
sion today are merely the works 
of men. 

Again, we should note how 
strange it is that the names of 
the patriarchs, prophets, apos-
tles, and even that of the evil 
spirit, Satan the Devil, should 
be slavishly transliterated (the 
sound of the word is literally car-
ried across without change from 
one language to another), while 
the Name of The Author should 
be deleted! Why should the name 
Satan be retained, while the 
Name of the Author of the Book, 
Almighty Yahweh, is deleted, and 
not only deleted, but replaced by 
the name of an idol which was 
once served in worshipful rever-
ence by the ancient Canaanite 
tribes. In fact, these tribes, in 
worship of their idols, used a 
small portion of scriptural knowl-
edge while liberally corrupting 
their worship with a generous 

admixture of the thoughts, the 
ideas, and the commandments 
of men (Matthew 15:8-9). If we 
depart by only the smallest iota 
from the pure worship which has 
been commanded by the inspired 
Scriptures, we leave that which 
keeps us pure in the eyes of the 
“Word” (Deuteronomy 5:29-33 
and 13:1-5). 

It is imperative that we come 
to understand that the Sacred 
Scriptures were written in the 
Hebrew first and were then 
translated into the Greek, and, 
subsequently, into the other na-
tive tongues. This is true of both 
the Old and the New Testaments 
and is a statement which can be 
proved historically. We cannot 
view the Septuagint as being 
inspired, or utilize it for a model 
upon which to base substantiat-
ing theories for new doctrines. 
The Old Testament was definitely 
written in the Hebrew language. 

Dr. George Lamsa has pointed 
out in the preface of his transla-
tion that there is ample evidence 
that the New Testament was 
first written in the Hebrew or 
Aramaic (Semitic languages) and 
then later translated into Greek. 
In addition, such a noted a Bible 
scholar as Dr. E. W. Bullinger 
in his Companion Bible says, 
speaking of the New Testament: 
“If the Greek of the New Testa‑
ment be regarded as an inspired 
translation from the Hebrew or 
Aramaic originals, most of the 
various readings would be ac‑
counted for and understood.” 
Every Bible scholar of note will 
concede that Aramaic (a late He-
brew dialect) was the language 
which was spoken by our Savior 
while He sojourned among men. 
Again, I would have to reiterate 
here parenthetically that there 
is no “inspired translation.” 

The Language               
of the Scriptures 

If the Hebrew is not the pure 
language which is spoken of by 
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the prophet Zephaniah in chapter 
3, verse 9, we may ask, why did 
the Almighty choose to speak to 
the Hebrews in their own native 
tongue? Almighty Yahweh chose 
to reveal Himself to the Hebrews 
and has not done so with any 
other people (Psalm 147:19-20). 
He spoke to the Israelites when 
they were coming out of Egypt 
in a language which they could 
understand! Please read Deuter-
onomy 4:33-36. 

It is hardly strange that when 
our Savior implored the Heavenly 
Father to glorify His Name (John 
12:20-28), the instant reply from 
the Heavens was, “I have both 
glorified it and will glorify it 
again.” Notice in this passage 
that Greeks had come to see 
Yahshua. The Messiah did not 
even recognize their presence, 
but referred to the Name of the 
Father. Thus, He must have had 
advance knowledge of the Greek 
responsibility for deleting the 
Father’s Name, and, eventually, 
His own saving Name also, from 
their translation of the New 
Testament. Additionally, there 
is no instance recorded in the 
Scriptures where any person who 
ever received the Word of the Al-
mighty was unable to speak the 
Semitic language. All persons to 
whom the Almighty spoke knew 
Aramaic or Hebrew.

I am certain that each sincere 
Bible student is convinced of 
the unerring accuracy which is 
inherent in the inspired, Sacred 
Scriptures. However, we can find 
numerous errors in the Eng-
lish text. Some Bible students 
enumerate as high as 20,000 to 
30,000 mistakes. Could this indi-
cate the infallibility of the Bible 
translators? It most definitely 
reveals that the translations are 
indeed the works of mortal men. 
Also, I might underscore the fact 
that the inspired Scriptures were 
closed around the year 96 in our 
common era. 

The Language               
of the New Testament 
Historians have recorded that 

at least three books of the New 
Testament were written in He-
brew. One is the book of Matthew, 
of which one of the early writers 
in the New Testament era, Eu-
sebius, writes, “Matthew wrote 
the words of our Savior in the 
Hebrew language.” In addition, 
the book of Hebrews was written 
to the Hebrew people. It would 
hardly be written in Greek! The 
book of Revelation was obviously 
written in Hebrew, primarily be-
cause it bears the unmistakable 
imprint of a Hebrew document. 

Another obvious fact emerges 
from a close scrutiny of the 
book of Acts, which lends proof 
that the early Apostles went 
first to the Jews in every city 
of their journeys. In cities such 
as Philippi, Ephesus, Thessa-
lonica, Corinth, and Rome, Paul 
preached in the synagogues and 
raised up congregations of Mes-
sianic believers with a nucleus 
of Jewish people. I will concede 
that, in addition to the Jews, 
proselytes of various ethnic 
descent joined the ranks of the 
True Worshipers. 

However, since the original 
converts were Jews, it is logi-
cal to conclude that Paul would 
have written in a language which 
was of universal acquaintance in 
the synagogue when he wrote 
his epistles to these fledgling 
congregations who had accepted 
the Messiah. That one universal 
Jewish language was not Greek, 
but Hebrew, just as it is the one 
common language among all the 
Jews of the world of today. 

The noted Jewish historian, 
Josephus, writes in his history 
that he was one of the best edu-
cated men of Judaism in his day, 
yet he, himself, could not even 
speak Greek with satisfactory 
exactness. Please read the follow-
ing quote carefully. This passage 

is taken from Antiquities of 
the Jews, Book 20, Chapter 11, 
Section 2. “For those of my own 
nation freely acknowledge that I 
far exceed them in learning be‑
longing to the Jews; I have also 
taken a great deal of pains to 
obtain the learning of the Greek 
language, although I have so 
long accustomed myself to speak 
our own tongue, that I cannot 
pronounce Greek with sufficient 
exactness: for our nation does 
not encourage those that learn 
the languages of many nations, 
and so adorn their discourses 
with the smoothness of their 
periods; because they look upon 
this sort of accomplishment as 
common, not only to all sorts of 
freemen, but to as many of the 
servants as please to learn them. 
But they give him the testimony 
of being a wise man who is fully 
acquainted with our laws, and is 
able to interpret their meaning: 
on which account, as there have 
been many who have done their 
endeavors with great patience to 
obtain this learning, there have 
yet hardly been so many as two 
or three that have succeeded 
therein, who were immediately 
well rewarded for their pains.” 
Do you understand the true 
meaning of this passage? Some 
writers of recent date have de-
sired to twist what Josephus has 
written and make him say that 
all people knew Greek and that 
this was the common language 
of the time of the Messiah. THIS 
IS NOT THE CASE! The word 
common does not mean ordinary 
or usual, but rather it means 
beneath their dignity.

Josephus was writing just 
about 200 years after the Mac-
cabean War, and the wounds of 
the attempted Hellenization of 
the Jews were still festering and 
raw, still causing resentment 
against anything Greek. 

If Greek was the common lan-
guage of the time of the Messiah, 
what was the necessity for Pilate 
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to write the title of accusation 
which was nailed to the tree in 
three languages—Hebrew, Latin, 
and Greek? Incidentally, it was 
the title of accusation (King of 
the Jews) which was written 
in the three languages, not the 
Savior’s Name (Mark 15:26). 

By way of dating the manu-
scripts which have come down 
to us, historians readily admit 
that the Aramaic “Peshitta” 
text is at least 100 years more 
ancient than is the Greek text 
which has been used for the 
King James Version, Vatican 
manuscript 1209. 

Occasionally, the question is 
asked, “Why are there no original 
Aramaic manuscripts extant, if, 
as the author claims, the New 
Testament was written in the 
Aramaic or Hebrew and not the 
Greek?” According to Talmudic 
law, when a manuscript became 
unusable due to deterioration 
which comes with age and use, it 
had to be either burned or buried, 
since the Name of the Almighty 
appeared there. It could not be 
left to fall into unclean hands 
which could desecrate the ma-
jestic Sacred Name.

As a consequence, most of the 
original manuscripts were not 
spared from being destroyed, 
although we may look forward 
to a day when archaeologists 
could unearth some originals. 
Also, the history of the nominal 
Chr-stian church has been one of 
militant anti-Semitism. History 
records that book-burnings were 
commonplace, as Jewish homes, 
synagogues, and libraries were 
set ablaze by zealous Chr-stians 
in an effort to persecute the 
supposed murderers of the Mes-
siah. Among these books were, 
undoubtedly, many manuscripts 
of priceless significance and 
value, probably New Testament 
manuscripts included. 

In the library of the Assem-
blies of Yahweh, there is a book 
which depicts early Septuagint 

fragments showing the four let-
ters of the Tetragrammaton—the 
Almighty’s Name in the Hebrew 
letters—appearing within the 
Greek text. These are very an-
cient fragments, indicating that 
the Sacred Name was carried 
over into the Greek text of the 
first Septuagint translations. 
As a consequence, this proves 
definitely that the original trans-
lators of the Septuagint did 
revere the Sacred Name. We 
cannot look to this ancient Greek 
version to support the theory 
that since the extant Septuagint 
version deletes the Sacred Name, 
the New Testament must, there-
fore, follow suit. Even though, for 
the sake of argument, someone 
might conclude that some por-
tions of the New Testament were 
written in Greek, that is still no 
reason to delete the Sacred Name 
of Yahweh, or the Name of our 
Savior, Yahshua the Messiah, and 
substitute a foreign pagan name. 

In Revelation 19, the word 
“HalleluYAH” appears four 
times. It has been transliter-
ated from the Aramaic originals 
into the Greek and appears as 
“Alleluia.” However, when it is 
spoken, this Hebrew word still 

sounds the same in Greek as it 
does in Hebrew, and, incidentally, 
it means, “Praise Ye Yah.” So 
when the command goes forth 
in the end time, and the great 
multitude of people are told to 
“Praise Ye Yah,” they will respond 
instantly in praise with the same 
word which contains the Sacred 
Name! If we are to be numbered 
among that blessed group, it is 
imperative that we begin now 
to learn this word of praise and 
have it fixed indelibly in our 
minds. Only those who respond 
by saying, “HalleluYAH” will be 
in this great multitude. 

One of the most ingenuously 
fabricated arguments against 
the Aramaic origin of the New 
Testament seeks to show that 
the Aramaic “Peshitta” text has 
incorporated the parenthetical 
explanations which are found in 
such places as John 1:38, 41-42. 
If you do not have access to this 
text, I can assure you that these 
parenthetical explanations do not 
appear there.

Actually, when we see this 
argument evaporate into thin air 
before our eyes, we end up with 
even more positive proof that the 
originals were indeed written in 

The major objection to the 
exclusive use of the Messiah’s 
Hebrew Name YAHSHUA in 
our worship is to insist that the 
New Testament was originally 
written in the Greek language. 
However, will scholarship uphold 
that concept as authentic?

Join the author for a careful 
scrutiny of the subject of the 
language in which the New Tes-
tament autographs (the original 
texts) were written. You will cer-
tainly discover some surprises 
if you are a truth seeker.

ASSEMBLIES OF YAHWEH
PO Box C

Bethel, PA 19507
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either Aramaic or Hebrew. One 
notable explanation is given by 
Dr. George Lamsa (in his transla-
tion) as being a clarification in 
translation from one Aramaic 
dialect to another. In fact, this 
actually would support proof 
that the original could have been 
Hebrew and the explanation 
placed there upon translation 
into Aramaic. 

If we begin with a basic un-
derstanding that we must call 
upon the Name of Yahweh to 
be saved (Joel 2:32), quite a 
number of different explanations 
present themselves to support 
this truth. These must be rec-
onciled and answered by those 
opponents of the Sacred Name 
message who desire to retain 
the numerous uninspired names 
which the translators have arbi-
trarily inserted into the various 
translations. Let us never forget 
Psalm 96:5, because the names 
used in the different translations 
are usually those of local idols 
(Baals). “For all the elohim 
of the peoples are idols; but 
Yahweh made the heavens.” 

In this article, the author has 
endeavored to show that the 
many objections to the Sacred 
Name of the Heavenly Father 
(as it was inspired in the Hebrew 
Scriptures) are completely con-
trived, fabricated, and without 
foundation. An entire volume 
could be written showing again 
and again, by the use of our 
logical intelligence with which 
we have been born and a logi-
cal examination of the opposing 
arguments, that they vanish as 
vapor into thin air. 

Let me affirm to you now that 
no argument against the neces-
sity of using the Sacred Name 

has yet been advanced that I 
have not been able to refute 
completely and categorically. 
Should you feel, after reading 
this article, that you have found 
such an argument, I invite you 
to send it to me, and I will ex-
amine it. 

The basic, down-to-earth fact 
remains, in the final analysis, 
that the Almighty has told us on 
numerous occasions in His Word 
(the Old Testament Scriptures) 
that His Name is Yahweh. Please 
see the following scriptural 
passages which are only a few 
instances among the multitude 
which I could cite here: Psalm 
68:4, 83:18, and Hosea 12:5. “I 
am Yahweh, that is my name; 
and my glory will I not give to 
another, neither my praise to 
carved images.” (Isaiah 42:8). 

Now, if you are as honest with 
yourself as I had to be when faced 
with this mountainous volume 
of evidence in affirmation of the 
Sacred Name, you will have to 
begin using it in your worship 
just as I did. I had to become a 
worshiper of Yahweh and come 
out of the confusion of nominal 
Chr-stianity, which is worshiping 
a multitude of different mighty 
ones (Leviticus 20:24-26). “But 
I have said to you, You shall 
inherit their land, and I will 
give it to you to possess, a 
land flowing with milk and 
honey: I am Yahweh your 
Elohim, who has separated 
you from the peoples. You 
shall therefore make a dis-
tinction between the clean 
beast and the unclean, and 
between the unclean fowl 
and the clean: and you shall 
not make your souls abomi-
nable by beast, or by bird, 

or by any thing with which 
the ground teems, which I 
have separated from you as 
unclean. And you shall be 
holy to me: for I Yahweh am 
holy, and have set you apart 
from the peoples, that you 
should be mine.” Please note 
also 1 Corinthians 8:4-7. “Con-
cerning therefore the eating 
of things sacrificed to idols, 
we know that no idol is any-
thing in the world, and that 
there is no Yahweh but one. 
For though there be that are 
called Mighty Ones, whether 
in heaven or on earth; as there 
are many Mighty Ones, and 
many Lords; yet to us there 
is one Elohim, the Father, 
of whom are all things, and 
we to him; and one Master, 
Yahshua the Messiah, through 
whom are all things, and we 
through him. However, there 
is not that knowledge in all 
men: but some being used 
until now to the idol, eat as of 
a thing sacrificed to an idol; 
and their conscience being 
weak, is defiled.” 

This worship of Yahweh is 
totally different from any other 
religion that exists upon the face 
of this earth, because we do not 
try to explain away any teaching 
of the Bible, but we accept and 
strive to live according to all that 
the Scriptures teach. 

It is difficult to walk the “nar-
row pathway,” but it is also the 
most rewarding life you could 
live. It will assure you of ev-
erlasting life when the Savior 
returns to establish the Kingdom 
of Yahweh (Psalm 22:28). “For 
the kingdom is Yahweh’s; 
and he is the ruler over the 
nations.” Will you be there? 

Sing to Elohim, sing praises to his name:
Cast up a highway for him that rides through the deserts;

HIS NAME IS YAH; and exult before him.
PSALM 68:4
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establishment of this world-
ruling government. Micah has 
already, in his prophecy, alluded 
to the sovereignty of this ruler 
over all the nations of the earth 
(Micah 4:3-4). Micah’s predic-
tions included an era of great 
affluence and prestige of Israel 
under the Messiah, to be an era 
greater than Solomon’s reign. 
Historically, we should recall that 
at the time of Micah’s prophecy, 
Israel—the ten northern tribes, 
and Judah—the two southern 
tribes, were already separated. 
Micah prophesied just about the 
time of the Assyrian conquest 
of the northern tribes, 722/21 
B.C.E. Up to our own time, few 
of those people from the northern 
tribes have returned and not 
all of the southern tribes have 
returned from the Babylonish 
captivity. We must conclude that, 
today, Israelites are scattered 
all over the earth as Amos has 
stated (Amos 9:9-10). The Mes-
siah will reign over a regathered 
Israel, and this will include a 
representation of all of the 12 
tribes of Israel, just as we find in 
Revelation 7:1-8 and other places 
(Jeremiah 33:7-9, for example). 

The Name of Yahweh   
and the Name of Messiah 

Commentators have seen a 
discrepancy between the Name 
of the Messiah and His person, 
but such a discrepancy should 
not exist if the Scriptures are 
harmonized properly. The proph-
ets have identified the King 
as Yahweh on some occasions 
(Micah 4:2), while others make 
it obvious that the Messiah is 
designated as a separate person 
from the Heavenly Father (Psalm 
2, Daniel 7:9-14, and Revelation 

5). Yahshua Himself said that 
He came in the Father’s Name 
(John 5:43). 

The correct interpretation 
of the use of the Name of the 
Heavenly Father Yahweh is to 
be found in Micah 5:4. “...In 
the majesty of the name of 
Yahweh his Elohim....” The 
Messiah would, of necessity, 
have to minister to His people 
in the Name of Yahweh, since it 
is from Him that His majesty is 
derived. In the Old Testament, 
both the Heavenly Father and 
the Messiah carried the same 
Name, as we may note from 
Proverbs 30:4. “...What is his 
name, and what is his son’s 
name, if you know?” Therefore, 
we can see that when the Mes-
sianic Kingdom is established, 
it will be ruled over by the King 
who will administer His realm 
in the Name of Yahweh. 

Consequently, it is necessary 
to recognize that the Messiah 
was called Yahshua (Yahweh is 
salvation) while on this earth 
as the suffering servant. His 
Name, Yahshua, may be seen in 
the interpretation of His Name 
given in Matthew 1:21. The word 
elohim is a plural word. It ex-
hibits a unity of purpose which 
is characteristic of the family of 
the Most High (Ephesians 3:14-
15). Israel, in their Scriptures, 
attested to the existence of one 
elohim (plural), not one G-d 
(singular). 

Relative to this, the Shema 
in Deuteronomy 6:4 opposes the 
current doctrine of the Jewish 
synagogue, since the word elohim 
(in the construct plural) is used. 
Therefore, we would have to 
translate that verse, “Yahweh 
is our Elohim, Yahweh is one 
[or alone].” 

The Name Yahweh was impor-
tant to Israel. Yahweh had been 
their first king (1 Samuel 8:7). By 

giving the intrinsic ruling author-
ity in His personal Name Yahweh 
to His Messiah, Yahshua, the 
Heavenly Father would indeed 
be the last King of Israel, King 
for all ages and over all people. 
The word Yahweh is derived 
from the Hiph‘il conjugation 
(causative) of the Hebrew word of 
existence, in its imperfect aspect, 
indicating eternal or eternity. 
This Kingdom of the Messiah 
will reign until all the earth is 
subdued and brought to a state 
of righteousness, whereupon 
Almighty Yahweh, the Heavenly 
Father, will descend and take 
His rightful place at the head 
of the government of this earth 
(Revelation 21:3 and 22:3).  

Zechariah 14 has long been 
known as a Messianic prophecy. 
Verse 4 shows that eventually the 
one whose Name is Yahweh will 
stand on the Mount of Olives, 
and this return to earth would 
signal a gigantic earthquake 
that will change the topography 
of the Holy Land. Verse nine is 
a very interesting one. “And 
Yahweh shall be King over all 
the earth: in that day shall 
Yahweh be one, and his name 
one.” Comparing this puzzling 
passage with Micah 5:4, it now 
becomes plain that the Messianic 
King will be ruling both in the 
Name of Yahweh (using that 
revealed, personal Name of the 
Most High) and by His authority. 

We may note here Jeremiah 
23:6, 33:15-16, and Ezekiel 48:20, 
all of which use Yahweh as the 
Name of the Messiah, with a dif-
ferent title attached as the need 
might be. We may note also that 
the Greek texts of Revelation 
14:1 show that the seal of owner-
ship inscribed upon the 144,000 
will be the Name of the Father 
and the Son (the king Messiah). 
A similar Scripture is found in 
Revelation 22:4. 

Continued from page 6.
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Conclusion 
We have seen in this study 

that Micah the prophet was one 
of the earliest of the prophets to 
Israel in the latter part of the 
Kingdom of the separated north-
ern and southern tribes. Because 
of his chronological standing, 
his work had much influence in 
defining and shaping the con-
cept of Messianism among the 
Israelites. His messages had so 
much weight that the elders of 
Judah credit him with having a 
pronounced effect on Hezekiah’s 
reformation in turning the nation 
to repentance. 

Micah gives an early descrip-
tion of Israel having fallen 
into the depths of sin, result-
ing in judgment from on High 
as Yahweh descends from the 
heavens to pour out His judicial 
correction upon the land. His 
book is characterized by oracles 
of doom, punctuated with oracles 
of hope. He finds that hope in 
a coming King, called in other 
places in the Scripture—the 

Messiah. This King was to come 
after a period of trouble called 
in prophecy “the woman in 
travail.” This was the doom to 
be pronounced upon the sinful 
people of Israel, but out of that 
tribulation period was to emerge 
the offspring, a substantial rem-
nant group of people who would 
return and repopulate the land of 
Israel. We may note here Micah 
2:12-13.  

The King is described as being 
born in Bethlehem and having 
an origin in antiquity, from days 
of eternity. This means that he 
would be from the Davidic family, 
although the allusion is to His 
pre-existence also. He would be 
the hope of Israel and would feed 
His subject people as the good 
shepherd, leading them beside 
the still waters, a prophetic in-
dication of an era of tranquility 
and peace. Under the rule of the 
Messiah, Israel will dwell safely 
and be at rest, a marked contrast 
to the era of the evil shepherds 
during which Micah issued his 
prophecy. 

In addition, the Messianic 

King will be granted the use 
of the Name and authority of 
Yahweh, the Most High Heavenly 
Father. This will mean that His 
reign will be to eternity, since 
the Name of Yahweh is defined 
as meaning this, having been 
derived from the imperfect aspect 
of the Hebrew verb of existence. 
Therefore, He will rule until He 
is joined by the Heavenly Father 
Yahweh as these two great kings 
make their home on this earth 
forever.  

Truly, this is the hope of 
spiritual Israel today just as in 
Micah’s time. As both Peter and 
Nathanael acknowledged, “You 
are the Son of Yahweh, you are 
the king of Israel,” Matthew 16:16 
and John 1:49, so every begotten 
child of the Most High awaits His 
Second Coming to establish the 
Kingdom and restore the earth 
to the potential for which it was 
originally created. Will you be 
a part of that glorious age? 

(Adapted from a Hebrew ex‑
egesis research paper submitted 
as a course requirement by the 
author.) 

Translation and Commentary on the Book of Micah
Join noted Bible scholar, author, and broadcast minister, Elder Jacob O. Meyer,  

as he presents the exciting premier edition of his 32-page scholarly work, The 
Translation and Commentary on the Book of Micah. Dedicated and released  
in Jerusalem, Israel, and offered to the public on the first day of Abib, 2006, here 
in America, this informative booklet will instruct and encourage the sincere Bible 
student. 

The Translation and Commentary on the Book of Micah is the result of two 
semesters of extensive exegetical work on the Book of Micah. Containing a com-
plete, word-for-word translation and a verse-by-verse commentary, Elder  Jacob O. 
Meyer reveals many insights into this prophet’s work that biblical scholars through 
the ages have failed to grasp.

The Assemblies of Yahweh is offering this work at a special  price. Write or call 
for information on how you can obtain your copy. Contact us today! Write to:

ASSEMBLIES OF YAHWEH
PO Box C • Bethel, PA 19507

(717) 933-4518
www.assembliesofyahweh.com
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Into All 
the World!

WMLK
Radio WMLK is the shortwave radio 

voice of the Assemblies of Yahweh. A new 
transmitter is being prepared to take Yahweh’s 

message of salvation to the ends of the 
earth. This new transmitter will be a six-fold 
increase over the original transmitter, as well 
as broadcast with the greatest efficiency and 

sound quality available today. We hope that all 
readers will thrill with the knowledge that the 

Great Commission will soon be fulfilled! 

“And these good tidings of the kingdom 
shall be preached in the whole world for a 
testimony to all the nations; and then shall 

the end come.” 
(MATTHEW 24:14). 

For more information on 
this historic undertaking of 
a new transmitter and how 

you can help to restore 
WMLK to the airwaves, 

log onto 
AssembliesofYahweh.com, 
WMLK.net, or write the

Assemblies of Yahweh at 
the address provided inside 

front cover
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