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PART 5

by Elder Jacob O. Meyer

[This article was taken from 
a message that was preached 
before the Bethel Assembly on 
February 22, 1992.]

“Hear the word of Yahweh, 
you children of Israel; for 
Yahweh has a controversy with 
the inhabitants of the land, 
because there is no truth, 
nor goodness, nor knowledge 
of Elohim in the land. There 
is nothing but swearing and 
breaking faith, and killing, 
and stealing, and committing 
adultery; they break out, and 
blood touches blood. Therefore 
shall the land mourn, and 
every one that dwells in it 
shall languish, with the beasts 
of the field and the birds of the 
heavens; yes, the fishes of the 
sea also shall be taken away. 
Yet let no man quarrel, neither 
let any man reprove; for your 

people are as they that quar-
rel with the priest. And you 
shall stumble in the day, and 
the prophet also shall stumble 
with you in the night; and I 
will destroy your mother. My 
people are destroyed for lack 
of knowledge: because you 
have rejected knowledge, I 
will also reject you, that you 
shall be no priest to me: seeing 
you have forgotten the law of 
your Elohim, I also will forget 
your children. As they were 
multiplied, so they sinned 
against me: I will change 
their glory into shame. They 
feed on the sin of my people, 
and set their heart on their 
iniquity. And it shall be, like 
people, like priest; and I will 
punish them for their ways, 
and will requite them their 
doings.  And they shall eat, 
and not have enough; they 
shall play the harlot, and 

shall not increase; because 
they have left off taking heed 
to Yahweh.  Whoredom and 
wine and new wine take away 
the understanding.  My people 
ask counsel at their stock, and 
their staff declares to them; 
for the spirit of whoredom 
has caused them to err, and 
they have played the harlot, 
departing from under their 
Elohim.  They sacrifice upon 
the tops of the mountains, and 
burn incense upon the hills, 
under oaks and poplars and 
terebinths, because the shad-
ow of it is good: therefore your 
daughters play the harlot, 
and your brides commit adul-
tery. I will not punish your 
daughters when they play the 
harlot, nor your brides when 
they commit adultery; for the 
men themselves go apart with 
harlots, and they sacrifice 
with the prostitutes; and the 
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people that does not under-
stand shall be overthrown. 
Though you, Israel, play the 
harlot, yet let not Judah of-
fend; and come not to Gilgal, 
neither go up to Bethaven, nor 
swear, As Yahweh lives. For 
Israel has behaved himself 
stubbornly, like a stubborn 
heifer: now will Yahweh feed 
them as a lamb in a large 
place. Ephraim is joined to 
idols; let him alone. Their 
drink is become sour; they 
play the harlot continually; 
her rulers dearly love shame. 
The wind has wrapped her up 
in its wings; and they shall be 
put to shame because of their 
sacrifices.” (Hosea 4:1-19).

 All of Yahweh’s people reach 
a point in their lives when they 
make the decision that they 
must seek the True Worship of 
Almighty Yahweh. Many times, 
this decision resulted from, or 
was related to, a tragedy that 
had occurred in their lives. 
They set forth on a search that 
would eventually lead them to 
the Assemblies of Yahweh. When 
they discover Yahweh’s Truth, 
what causes them to reach the 
conclusion that the Assemblies 
of Yahweh is Yahweh’s revealed 
Truth on this earth? The answer 
to that question can be found in 
Acts 20:27. Paul confirmed that, 
as a minister of Yahweh, he was 
preaching the “Whole counsel of 
Yahweh.” This is the revelation 
that members of the Assemblies 
of Yahweh received, that the 
sound doctrines of the Sacred 
Scriptures are being taught by 
the one-true Body, the Assemblies 
of Yahweh.

Today, however, there are mul-
tiple thousands of different voices 
speaking in the world of religion, 
and, if one takes into consider-
ation the differences in opinion of 
the ministers that preach within 

each of these various groups of 
ch-rchianity, this increases that 
number exponentially. When one 
begins to listen to the exclusive 
voice of Yahweh, speaking from 
the pages of the Bible, the sin-
cere Truth-seeker must turn 
their back on this Babylonish 
system of worship and accept the 
Almighty—Yahweh. Never again 
can the True Worshiper listen to 
any of those clamorous voices, 
or he will be again partaking in 
that worldly religious system of 
confusion. The sincere True Wor-
shiper will realize that he must 
strongly, and strictly, remain 
attuned to the voice speaking 
from the Word of Yahweh. This 
becomes very plain to us when 
we read Psalm 103:17-20. “But 
the lovingkindness of Yahweh 
is from everlasting to ever-
lasting upon them that fear 
him, and his righteousness to 
children’s children; to such 
as keep his covenant, and 
to those that remember his 
precepts to do them. Yahweh 
has established his throne in 
the heavens; and his king-
dom rules over all. Bless 
Yahweh, you his angels [His 
messengers], that are mighty 
in strength, that fulfil his 
word, listening to the voice 
of his word.” Yahweh pours 
out His blessings of wisdom and 
understanding on those that hold 
fast to His Covenant Law.  To be 
a Covenant-keeper—a shomer 
b’rith—means full obedience to 
Yahweh’s Laws. He is the Most 
High above all the earth and 
cannot be influenced by whims 
of doctrine. Yahweh’s people will 
always be actively doing the 
things which fulfill the Word of 
Yahweh.

When I read the Sacred Scrip-
tures, I hear a voice speaking to 
me from the Word of Yahweh. As 
I read and absorb the meaning 

of the words, that voice speaks 
directly to me, and the Bible 
becomes a personal message 
from Yahweh to me. It is not 
something external, but it is a 
force that penetrates my senses. 
The voice in the Word of Yahweh 
penetrates my ears, it penetrates 
my eyes, and it enters directly 
into my heart. 

“Bless Yahweh, all you his 
hosts, You ministers of his, 
that do his pleasure. Bless 
Yahweh, all you his works, 
in all places of his dominion: 
bless Yahweh, O my soul.” 
(Psalm 103:21). The sweet Psalm-
ist of Yahweh, David, is drawing 
this relationship in the passage. 
To become a “work of Yahweh,” 
we must do His Will. The voice 
of His Word will change us and 
fashion us into that of a new 

To become 
a “work of 

Yahweh,” we 
must do His 

Will. The voice 
of His Word will 
change us and 
fashion us into 
that of a new 
man, one who 

resembles their 
Creator. We 

allow Yahweh to 
have authority 
and rule in our 

life, and we 
allow His Word 
free-course to 

govern us.
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man, one who resembles their 
Creator. We allow Yahweh to 
have authority and rule in our 
life, and we allow His Word free-
course to govern us. 

We have been discussing 
the topic of government as a 
doctrine. Applied in our life cor-
rectly, government is a question 
of authority and subservience 
to Yahweh. To fully submit to 
Yahweh’s authority, we obey His 
Word and recognize, with respect, 
those who uphold His Word. 
“Hear the word of Yahweh, 
you children of Israel; for 
Yahweh has a controversy 
[the word is rîb in Hebrew—a 
lawsuit] with the inhabitants 
of the land….” We ask at 
this point "What would cause 
Yahweh, the Creator of earth 
and all of its inhabitants, to 
present a lawsuit against them?" 
Because “... There is no truth, 
nor goodness, nor knowledge 
of Elohim in the land.” (Hosea 
4:1). This is what we see in the 
world today. Falsehoods are 
rampant, and continue to flood 
the inhabitants of the earth with 
an agenda of destruction from an 
unethical media. Because they 
have gotten so far away from any 
resemblance Truth, people begin 
to think that they can believe 
what they wish to believe and not 
be challenged to verify, or clarify, 
bold statements. As a result, 
there is no goodness, leaving in 
its place only shameful actions. 
We are living in a terrible time 
of deteriorating morality. Worldly 
religion has convinced the masses 
that they are an elohim to them-
selves. That they can think, feel, 
and act as they wish with no 
retribution. I become concerned 
when the symptoms of these at-
titudes begin to creep into the 
Assemblies of Yahweh. 

Consider the state of the 
world today. Hosea the prophet 

(prophesying concurrently with 
Joel, Isaiah, etc.) forcefully pro-
claimed this pronouncement of 
judgment millennia ago, but it is 
still applicable for our time today. 
“Therefore shall the land 
mourn, and every one that 
dwells in it shall languish, 
with the beasts of the field 
and the birds of the heavens; 
yes, the fishes of the sea also 
shall be taken away.” (Hosea 
4:3). This is happening today in 
reports that we hear continually, 
as species become extinct and 
environments are destroyed. We 
can identify many of these occur-
rences as being the direct result 
of mankind’s shameful actions. 
People don’t seem to want to be 
good anymore, and, as a result, 
they can be as ugly, or as nasty, 
as they wish. 

Because worldly preachers do 
not decry these sinful actions, 
they are complicit with those 
they should be correcting. We, 
in the Assemblies of Yahweh, are 
crying out against this Babylon-
ish system and against those 
who continue to promulgate its 
agenda. These sermons are being 
broadcast to the ends of the earth 
on WMLK Radio, the Sacred 
Name Radio Broadcast, the 
Sacred Name Telecast, and 
the Sacred Name Broadcaster. 
These are key vehicles which 
deliver this condemnation of sin-
ful ways to the world. But how 
is the message being received? 
Are they listening to the voice, 
or are they rejecting it? When 
rejection is the path they take, 
they are actually fulfilling the 
prophecy concerning quarreling 
with the priest of Yahweh. When 
the Sacred Name Broadcast 
began on February 5, 1966, I felt 
that the situation in the world 
was dire. The situation around 
us today has only gotten worse. 
Why? Because they have rejected 

Yahweh, His Word, and those 
that preach the true doctrines 
of the Sacred Scriptures. 

Yahweh gave us a clear com-
mand, found in Deuteronomy 
17:10, which offers the remedy 
for the state in which this world 
is in. “And you shall do ac-
cording to the tenor of the 
sentence which they shall 
show you from that place 
which Yahweh shall choose; 
and you shall observe to do ac-
cording to all that they shall 
teach you.” Yahweh speaks of a 
place of authority. When there 
is a controversy that cannot be 
solved on the local level, then it 
must be brought for final action 
to the place which Yahweh shall 
choose—to the priests, Levites, 
and to the Judge. Whether it 
was the priest of Yahweh, in the 
time of the beth miqdash (the 
holy house, the Temple), where 
the Levites assisted in teaching, 
or whether it is the Judge in our 
time, there must be a place of 
authority. It all comes down to a 
question of authority, with each 
individual making up his own 
mind when they finally find that 
place of authority—those who 
are upholding Yahweh’s Word.

Where is Yahweh’s authority 
located today? It tells you that 
there is a place to go to receive 
decisions for these controversies. 
“…and they shall show you the 
sentence of judgment.” Again, 
it is a question of authority. 
Yahweh has instituted a place 
of judgment. He has established 
a seat of authority today. “And 
you shall do according to the 
tenor of the sentence which 
they shall show you from that 
place which Yahweh shall 
choose [Yahweh does the estab-
lishing]; and you shall observe 
to do according to all that 
they shall teach you: accord-
ing to the tenor of the law 
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which they shall teach you, 
and according to the judg-
ment which they shall tell you, 
you shall do; you shall not 
turn aside from the sentence 
which they shall show you, 
to the right hand, or to the 
left.” (Deuteronomy 17:10-11). 
When Hosea says “My people 
are like them that quarrel 
with the priest,” he is pointing 
toward this Law. Yahweh’s own 
people had rejected Yahweh’s 
authority. Even though Yahweh 
had chosen the place—chosen 
the individuals—the people re-
fused to come to the realization 
that this is Yahweh’s established 
system. We have come to a full 
understanding of this doctrine 
in the Assemblies of Yahweh. It 
is why we ask the question on 
the pre-baptismal questionnaire 
concerning government. I was 
thinking several days ago, “How 
many people have lied to Yahweh 
on that baptismal questionnaire 
they sealed with a signature?” 
We ask them, “Do you believe 
the Assemblies of Yahweh is the 
only body on earth?” and “Do 
you believe that the Assemblies 
of Yahweh is where the Holy 
Spirit is working in the end of 
Age?” Straightforward questions 
that, when the prospect has 
studied Yahweh’s Word, must 
be answered forthrightly in the 
affirmative.

“And the man that does pre-
sumptuously, in not listening 
to the priest that stands to 
minister there before Yahweh 
your Elohim, or to the judge 
[quarreling], that man shall 
die: and you shall put away 
the evil from Israel. And all 
the people shall hear, and fear, 
and do no more presumptu-
ously.” (Deuteronomy 17:12-13). 
Is it possible for Yahweh to judge 
a man guilty for not obeying His 
appointed leader? Turn to Num-

bers 16. “Now Korah, the son 
of Izhar, the son of Kohath, 
the son of Levi, with Dathan 
and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, 
and On, the son of Peleth, 
sons of Reuben….” Korah was a 
Levite—the cousin of Moses. He 
believed that it was their right 
to lead the priesthood—he was 
of the Levitical family. Dathan 
and Abiram were descendants of 
Israel’s firstborn, Reuben. They 
believed that it was their right to 
have the priesthood—they were 
from the firstborn. In Exodus 
32, when Moses asked who was 
on Yahweh’s side, the Levites 
joined themselves immediately 
to Yahweh’s anointed. Out of 
that tribe, Yahweh chose Moses 
and Aaron. The children of Reu-
ben held back and were judged. 
They failed to support Yahweh’s 
anointed leadership.  

Let us continue in Numbers 
16 with verse 2. “And they rose 
up before Moses, with certain 
of the children of Israel, two 
hundred and fifty princes of 
the congregation, called to 
the assembly, men of renown; 
and they assembled them-
selves together against Moses 
and against Aaron [Yahweh’s 
chosen leadership], and said 
to them, You take too much 
upon you, since all of the 
congregation are holy, every 
one of them, and Yahweh is 
among them: why then do you 
lift yourselves up above the 
assembly of Yahweh?”  Was 
not the whole group of Israel 
supposed to be the royal priest-
hood as you read in Exodus 19? 
They misinterpreted this pas-
sage, because Yahweh clarifies 
in His Law, “Now therefore, 
if you will obey my voice in-
deed, and keep my covenant 
[it is conditional upon obedi-
ence], then you shall be my 
own possession from among 

all peoples: for all the earth 
is mine: and you shall be for 
me a kingdom of priests, and 
a holy nation.” Was it true that 
“The whole congregation is holy” 
as they were asserting? They 
had not reached the spiritual 
maturity of Moses. For example, 
in Exodus 20:18 they had run 
away from the mount and from 
the sound of Yahweh’s voice.

“And Moses said to Korah, 
Hear now, you sons of Levi: 
Does it seem but a small 
thing to you, that the Elohim 
of Israel has separated you 
from the congregation of 
Israel, to bring you near to 
himself, to do the service of 
the tabernacle of Yahweh, 
and to stand before the con-
gregation to minister to them; 
and that he has brought you 
near, and all your brethren 
the sons of Levi with you? 
And you seek the priesthood 
also!” (Numbers 16:8-10). They 
were not satisfied with their level 
of position and service—they 
arrogantly were usurping the 
authority of Yahweh’s anointed. 
Then, in verse 19, you see that 
on the next day, “And Korah 
assembled all the congrega-
tion against them to the door 
of the tent of meeting: and 
the glory of Yahweh appeared 
to all the congregation. And 
Yahweh spoke to Moses and 
to Aaron, saying, Separate 
yourselves from among this 
congregation, that I may 
consume them in a moment. 
And they fell upon their faces, 
and said, O Elohim, the El of 
the spirits of all flesh, shall 
one man sin, and will you be 
angry with all the congrega-
tion? And Yahweh spoke to 
Moses, saying, Speak to the 
congregation, saying, Get 
away from around the tent of 
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. 
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And Moses rose up and went 
to Dathan and Abiram; and 
the elders of Israel followed 
him. And he spoke to the 
congregation, saying, Depart, 
I pray you, from the tents of 
these wicked men, and touch 
nothing of theirs, lest you are 
consumed in all their sins. So 
they got away….” Israel heeded 
Moses’ admonition and got away 
from the sinful ones. “…And 
then it came to pass, as he 
made an end of speaking all 
these words, that the ground 
cleaved apart that was under 
them; and the earth opened its 
mouth, and swallowed them 
up, and their households, and 
all the men that pertained to 
Korah and all their goods.” 
They died for quarreling with 
Moses and Aaron—Yahweh’s 
chosen leadership. 

“And Moses called to all 
Israel, and said to them, You 
have seen all that Yahweh 
did before your eyes in the 
land of Egypt to Pharoah, 
and to all his servants, and 
to all his land; the great 
trials which your eyes saw, 
the signs, and those great 
wonders: but Yahweh has not 
given you a heart to know….” 
(Deuteronomy 29:2). Although 
many of the Israelites that Moses 
was speaking to were only chil-
dren at the time of the Exodus, 
they would have remembered 
the stories that their ancestors 
told them of their release from 
slavery. They would have been 
familiar with Israel’s failures in 
the wilderness. Yet they could 
not understand the fundamental 
power of Yahweh’s deliverance of 
Israel from bondage and closed 
their eyes and ears to Yahweh’s 
Word. To us today, the history 
of Israel’s failings give us the 
converse, “…A heart to know, 
and eyes to see, and ears to 

hear....” We can see, hear, and 
understand the plan of Yahweh 
through His Word! 

Yahweh worked a great work 
for Israel in bringing them out 
of the bondage of slavery. He did 
this as a sign that Israel was 
His people and they were chosen 
to serve Him. The Assemblies 
of Yahweh is striving to be the 
people of Yahweh, and to bring 
to the world the Truth contained 
in the Sacred Scriptures. We 
must ask ourselves, what is the 
indicator that we are Yahweh’s 
True Worship? The answer, of 
course, is Yahweh’s people will 
be living by every Word that 
proceeded out of the mouth of 
Yahweh (Matthew 4:4). Where do 
you find, on the face of this earth, 
another group of people who are 
preaching, teaching, and trying 
our best to live by Matthew 4:4? 
Coming into the Faith, we were 
led to search for this group of 
sincere, Yahweh-obeying, Bible-
believing Worshipers. To fulfil 

Yahweh’s promise, He gave us 
“A heart to know, eyes to see 
and ears to hear” and He led 
us into the Assemblies of Yahweh 
and into the knowledge of His 
Son, Yahshua. This is the only 
place on earth that is teaching 
the whole Covenant of Yahweh’s 
Grace, from Genesis to Revela-
tion.

Unlike Israel, Yahweh has 
given us “…a heart to know, 
and eyes to see, and ears to 
hear, to this day. And I have 
led you forty years in the 
wilderness: your clothes did 
not wear out on you, and your 
shoes did not wear out on your 
foot. You have not eaten bread, 
neither have you drunk wine 
or strong drink; that you may 
know that I am Yahweh your 
Elohim. And when you came 
to this place, Sihon the king 
of Heshbon, and Og the king 
of Bashan, came out against 
us to battle, and we defeated 
them.” (Deuteronomy 29:3b-7). 
Think of this battle today as 
being waged with the sword of 
the Spirit, the Word of Yahweh. 
How many times have we set 
to flight people, who were not 
sincere with only the quotation 
of a Scripture? Just as on the 
battlefields before Israel, where 
Sihon, King of Heshbon, and Og, 
the King of Bashan fled, false 
teachers have fled from before 
the Word of Yahweh when they 
were attacking us. “And we took 
their land, and gave it for 
an inheritance unto the Reu-
benites, and to the Gadites, 
and to the half-tribe of the 
Manassites. Therefore keep 
the words of this covenant, 
and do them, that you may 
prosper in all that you do. 
All of you are standing today 
before Yahweh your Elohim; 
your heads, your tribes, your 
elders, and your officers, 

We must ask 
ourselves, 

what is the 
indicator that 

we are Yahweh’s 
True Worship? 

The answer, 
of course, is 

Yahweh’s people 
will be living 
by every Word 

that proceeded 
out of the mouth 

of Yahweh 
(Matthew 4:4). 
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even all the men of Israel, 
your little ones, your wives, 
and your sojourner that is in 
your camps, from the cutter 
of your wood to the drawer 
of your water; that you may 
enter into the covenant of 
Yahweh your Elohim, and into 
his oath, which Yahweh your 
Elohim makes with you this 
day, that he may establish 
you this day to himself for a 
people, and that he may be to 
you an Elohim, as he spoke 
to you, and as he swore to 
your fathers, to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob.” (Deu-
teronomy 29:8-13). Moses is 
telling Israel they must know—
see—recognize—understand—by 
the hearing the voice Yahweh 
through the organization of the 
nation (tribes) of Israel. Where 
does Yahweh inform Israel that 
our Covenant can be found? Is 
it not to be located in the Bible? 
This is where the voice of Yahweh 
can be heard—and through the 
group that is preaching the whole 
counsel of Yahweh. There is no 
other organization today, other 
than the Assemblies of Yahweh, 
at Bethel, Pennsylvania, that is 
teaching the whole counsel of 
Yahweh from His Word. 

He continues in verse Deuter-
onomy 29:4, “Neither with you 
only do I make this covenant 
and this oath, but with him 
that stands here with us 
this day before Yahweh our 
Elohim, and also with him 
that is not here with us this 
day.” Who is Yahweh address-
ing as He instructs Moses to 
speak to Israel?  He is speak-
ing to His people—Israel—who 
witnessed the power of deliver-
ance as Yahweh brought them 
out of Egypt. Israel was told 
that their witness today would 
resonate through history and 
relay to further generations, 

the Glory of Yahweh. Here is 
a verification that the Giver of 
the Covenant, Yahweh, would 
honor His commitment, and 
all who wish to enter into that 
Covenant in  the future would 
be accepted. This is the encour-
agement that I gain from this 
passage. There is a group of 
people, down through the ages, 
who have served Yahweh, and 
willfully joined in that Covenant, 
to be partakers of His Grace. By 
accepting the whole counsel of 
Yahweh’s Word, the Assemblies 
of Yahweh is that group that are 
the witnesses, in our time, that 
this promise is still active. 

“For you know how we 
dwelt in the land of Egypt, 
and how we came through 
the nations through which 
you passed; and you have seen 
their abominations, and their 
idols, wood and stone, silver 
and gold, which were among 
them: lest there should be 
among you man, or woman, or 
family, or tribe, whose heart 
turns away [from the ability to 
know] this day from Yahweh 
our Elohim, to go to serve the 
elohim of those nations; lest 
there should be among you 
a root that bears gall and 
wormwood; and it comes to 
pass, when he hears the words 
of this curse, that he blesses 

himself in his heart, saying, 
I shall have peace, though I 
walk in the stubbornness of 
my heart, to destroy the moist 
with the dry." (Deuteronomy 
29:16-19). In Israel’s time, the 
Holy Spirit was not poured out 
on all of the congregation, but 
was given, generally, to the 
leadership, the Elders, who had 
the responsibility to guide Israel. 
Today, Yahweh has given us a 
“Heart to know Him” through 
the gift of Holy Spirit that He 
gives to His obedient servants.

There is something here that 
we must address before we go 
forward. “Yahweh will not par-
don him, but then the anger of 
Yahweh and his jealousy will 
smoke against that man, and 
all the curse that is written in 
this book shall lie upon him, 
and Yahweh will blot out his 
name from under heaven.” 
(Deuteronomy 29:20).  Described 
here is the “unpardonable sin.” 
To accept Yahweh’s Covenant, to 
be a witness for Him, and then 
turn away, is a serious violation 
His Law. Yahshua spoke of this in 
Mark 3:29. “But whoever shall 
blaspheme against the Holy 
Spirit has never forgiveness, 
but is guilty of an eternal 
sin.” How is this unpardonable 
sin committed? The answer is 
that he has accepted and then 

There is a group of people, down 
through the ages, who have served 

Yahweh, and willfully joined in 
that Covenant, to be partakers of 
His Grace. By accepting the whole 

counsel of Yahweh’s Word, the 
Assemblies of Yahweh is that group 
that are the witnesses, in our time, 

that this promise is still active.
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renounced Yahweh’s Covenant—
Yahweh’s Spirit—and Yahweh’s 
organization. It is a question 
of authority. If you turn away 
from Yahweh and His faithful 
organization, where will you find 
yourself? Answer? Committing 
the unpardonable sin. We can 
say that because Yahweh’s Holy 
Spirit is with them that obey Him 
(Acts 5:32). When you recognize 
this fact in your life, and, then, 
after a time, turn away from the 
Assemblies of Yahweh who has 
the Holy Spirit, you are chal-
lenging Yahweh! When Yahweh 
says, “The Assemblies of Yahweh 
is striving to obey me with all 
their heart, and they accept my 
Covenant Law, I am with them, 
they are trying to always do those 
things which please me,” and 
then someone who blesses him-
self in his own heart, and says, 
“His Law doesn’t apply to me, I 
will leave, and do what is right 
in my own eyes.” “… though 
I walk in the stubbornness 
of my heart, to destroy the 
moist with the dry. Yahweh 
will not pardon him….” When 
an individual becomes malicious 
in heart and is attempting to 
uproot and destroy the Work of 
Yahweh, he has committed the 
unpardonable sin. 

It is imperative to recognize 
the Word of Yahweh as the final 
authority in your life. Which 
voice do you obey in religious 
matters? Which group of people 
do you perceive as teaching the 
Truth of Yahweh’s Word? I have 
witnessed the fact that people 
can be fickle and change, but 
Almighty Yahweh, and His Word, 
never changes! The Word of 
Yahweh endures forever. “For I, 
Yahweh, change not; therefore 
you, O sons of Jacob, are not 
consumed.” (Malachi 3:6). This 
why I, as the leader of Yahweh’s 
people in our time, have worked 

so long and hard to read and 
study Yahweh’s Word. With the 
guidance of the Spirit, we are 
able to prove, from Genesis to 
Revelation, the True doctrine 
of the Sacred Scriptures. This 
is Yahweh’s Word and remains 
forever; I can’t change it, and 
neither can you. 

Yahweh is the One who ap-
points the position of authority 
in His Assembly. Let’s look at an 
example of this in 1 Kings 17:1-
3. “And EliYah the Tishbite, 
who was of the sojourners 
of Gilead said to Ahab, As 
Yahweh, the Elohim of Israel, 
lives, before whom I stand, 
there shall not be dew nor 
rain these years, but accord-
ing to my word. And the word 
of Yahweh came to him, say-
ing, Go from here, and turn 
eastward, and hide yourself 
by the brook Cherith, that is 
before the Jordan.” The word 
Tishbite is defined as a settler—a 
sojourner. He would have been 
a priest sent to live with and 
teach, the citizens of Gilead. He 
was a sojourner in their land, 
but was given the authority to 
teach them the Word of Yahweh. 
“And it came to pass after 
many days, that the word of 
Yahweh came to EliYah, in the 
third year, saying, Go, show 
yourself to Ahab; and I will 
send rain upon the earth. And 
EliYah went to show himself 
to Ahab. And the famine was 
severe in Samaria. And Ahab 
called Obadiah, who was over 
the household. (Now Obadiah 
feared Yahweh greatly: for 
it was so, when Jezebel cut 
off the prophets of Yahweh, 
that Obadiah took a hundred 
prophets, and hid them by 
fifty in a cave, and fed them 
with bread and water.) And 
Ahab said to Obadiah, Go 
through the land, to all the 

fountains of water, and to all 
the brooks: perhaps we may 
find grass and save the horses 
and mules alive, that we do 
not lose all the beasts. So 
they divided the land between 
them to pass over into it: Ahab 
went one way by himself, and 
Obadiah went another way by 
himself. And as Obadiah was 
in the way, behold, EliYah met 
him: and he knew him, and 
fell on his face, and said, Is 
it you, my superior EliYah?” 
(1 Kings 18:1-7). There is a 
lesson here that should not be 
missed. If you are an Obadiah—
a servant of Yahweh—you will 
recognize EliYah. A true servant 
of Yahweh will recognize and re-
spect Yahweh’s leadership. They 
will respect them as being sent 
from Yahweh and, thereby, listen 
to his Word.

“So Obadiah went to meet 
Ahab, and told him; and Ahab 
went to meet EliYah. And it 
came to pass, when Ahab saw 
EliYah, that Ahab said to him, 
Is it you, you troubler of Is-
rael?” (1 Kings 18:16-17). He is 
actually equating EliYah with a 
demon, or a witch. Ahab, King of 
Israel, was putting himself in the 
position of being a righteous man 
over EliYah. EliYah responds 
correctly: “And he answered, I 
have not troubled Israel; but 
you, and your father’s house, 
in that you have forsaken the 
commandments of Yahweh, 
and you have followed the 
Baalim.” EliYah had identified 
the unholy state into which Israel 
had descended and laid it at the 
feet of Ahab. The king of Israel 
had led them into idolatry, an 
abhorrent sin against Yahweh. 
Because they had rejected Him, 
the upright Judge, Yahweh was 
taking action against this lawless 
people. EliYah also knew what 
would have to take place for Is-
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rael to become acceptable, once 
again, in the eyes of Yahweh. 
Idolatry had to be rejected, and 
a full return to the ways of 
Yahweh had to be accomplished. 
Here Ahab and Obadiah were 
wandering through the land to 
see if there was any water in 
any of the brooks, or fountains, 
attempting to locate forage, so 
that at least the military animals 
could survive. Ahab was running 
in circles looking for temporary 
relief, but EliYah was solidly 
standing on Yahweh’s Word say-
ing “Gather Israel together and 
repent! When we do so Yahweh 
will hear our cry.” 

“So Ahab sent to all the 
children of Israel, and gath-
ered the prophets together to 
mount Carmel. And EliYah 
came near to all the people, 
and said, How long will you 
go limping between the two 
sides? If Yahweh is Elohim, 
follow him; but if Baal, then 
follow him. And the people 
answered him not a word.” 
(1 Kings 18:20-21). It is a ques-
tion of authority. If Yahweh is 
Elohim—if the Assemblies of 
Yahweh today is His organiza-
tion—then follow Him. If you 
don’t believe that, and you 
believe that all religion is the 
same, that Chr-stianity can save 
you, if you think the L-rd (Baal) 
worship is just as good as the 
worship of Yahweh, then follow 
Baal—follow the L-rd. EliYah 
proves his authority by calling 
for a clear separation between 
Truth and error. “Hear me, O 
Yahweh, hear me that this 
people may know that you, 
Yahweh are Elohim, and that 
you have turned their heart 
back again. Then the fire of 
Yahweh fell, and consumed 
the burnt offering….” (1 Kings 
18:37-38a).  He prayed with a 
sincere heart, and Yahweh re-

sponded by accepting EliYah’s 
prayer. Fire fell from heaven 
and consumed everything—the 
sacrifice, wood, stones, dust, 
and even licked up the water 
in the trench surrounding the 
altar. It is a question of author-
ity. Israel was given a choice, 
and because of EliYah’s strong 
leadership, rightly chose Yahweh 
as supreme. 

This authority comes to light 
in the transfiguration of Matthew 
17. Yahshua the Messiah actively 
enters into a vision with Moses—
representing Yahweh’s Law—and 
EliYah—representing Yahweh’s 
Law and His Name (EliYah —
my mighty one is Yahweh). Both 
Moses and EliYah had united 
the Name of Yahweh with the 
keeping of His Covenant Law 
in their teaching. Both believed 
and taught the commandments 
of Yahweh to the people and 
warned again transgressing it. 
Yahshua, the great Teacher, was 
united with these two prophets, 
because His teaching was iden-
tical to theirs. “And he was 
transfigured before them; and 
his face did shine as the sun, 
and his garments became 
white as light. And behold, 
there appeared to them Moses 
and EliYah talking with him.” 
(Matthew 17:2-3). Yahweh had 
provided three witnesses of His 
faithful servants—great proph-
ets—together in a vision, visible 
to His disciples.

“And as they were coming 
down from the mountain, 
Yahshua commanded them, 
saying, Tell the vision to no 
man, until the Son of man 
shall be risen from the dead. 
And his disciples asked him, 
saying, Why then say the 
scribes that EliYah must first 
come? And he answered and 
said, EliYah indeed comes, 
and shall restore all things: 

but I say to you, that EliYah 
is come already, and they 
knew him not, but did to him 
whatever they would. Even so 
shall the Son of man also suf-
fer of them.” (Matthew 17:9-12). 
Ch-rchianity’s doctrine says that 
this is not describing a vision—
this is an actual occurrence. They 
say that, because of the false 
doctrine of having a never-dying, 
immortal soul, Moses and EliYah 
descended from heaven with the 
express mission to encourage 
Yahshua. Do you see how false-
hood permeates the doctrines of 
the world, and, because of that, 
are wandering in the wilderness 
of destruction? How can you 
misread the Word of Yahweh 
when it relays Yahshua’s Words 
as saying “This was a vision, 
tell it to no man?” Yahshua was 
teaching His disciples that just 
as EliYah had preceded Elisha 
in 1st and 2nd Kings, EliYah 
(John the Baptist) had preceded 
Yahshua—“...EliYah is come 
already....” 

Turn to Malachi 4:4. “Re-
member the law of Moses my 
servant, which I commanded 
to him in Horeb….” This heav-
enly vision was not understood 
by Peter, Jacob, and John, so 
they began to ask questions of 
their Master. “Since Moses and 
EliYah appeared in the vision, 
does that mean that the Kingdom 
of Yahweh is coming now? What 
does it mean?”  “Remember 
the law of Moses my servant 
[Moses—the Obadiah—My Oba-
diah], which I commanded to 
him in Horeb for all Israel, 
even statutes and ordinances. 
Behold, I will send you EliYah 
before the great and terrible 
day of Yahweh comes.” (Mala-
chi 4:4-5). Moses and EliYah, in 
a vision, were appearing with 
Yahshua. What a clear picture of 
unity within the message of the 
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Continued on page 13.

prophets of Yahweh!  Yahshua 
was a teacher—a prophet in the 
same vein as Moses, in the same 
vein as EliYah. When we under-
stand that Moses was a priest, 
as well as EliYah, then Yahshua, 
by teaching the whole counsel of 
Yahweh’s Law, was able to be the 
Melchizedek (My King is Righ-
teous) Priest. Contained here are 
three types of the priesthood: 
(1) Moses, the intermediary, the 
one who witnesses Israel’s entry 
into the Covenant 
Law with Yahweh; 
(2) EliYah, the 
Prophet who wit-
nessed Israel’s 
restatement on 
Mount Carmel 
after the fire fell 
from heaven; and 
(3) Yahshua, the 
physical embodi-
ment of Yahweh’s 
Covenant Law. 
Yahshua restored 
all things through 
His life, teaching, and death. 
If the Assemblies of Yahweh 
is teaching the restoration of 
all things in our time, then, by 
definition, we are preaching the 
EliYah message preceding the 
return of our Messiah Yahshua. 
When someone starts bending 
Scripture and attacks the teach-
ings of the Assemblies of Yahweh, 
we can reach no other conclusion 
than to say that this individual 
is rejecting the authority Yahweh 
has ordained and is rejecting the 
object of our message, Yahshua. 
This is why it is so significant—so 
important—that you understand 
government as a doctrine. We are 
upholding the Word of Yahweh, 
not in oppression, but reiterating 
the word of EliYah, “How long 
will you go limping between two 
sides? Worship Yahweh!” When 
someone rejects those who are 
teaching the plain statements 

made by Yahweh in His Word 
and say, “I don’t want to live as 
strictly as the Bible teaches” they 
are actually rejecting Yahweh 
Himself and His authority. 
Yahweh has reserved it to Him-
self to lay down commandments, 
statutes, and ordinances that 
were relayed through Moses, 
EliYah, and Yahshua. Yahweh is 
the final authority! These teach-
ings are being upheld, without 
reservation, by the Assemblies 

of Yahweh today.
“But I say to you, EliYah 

is come already, and they 
knew him not, but did to him 
whatever they would. Even so 
shall the Son of man also suf-
fer of them. Then understood 
the disciples that he spoke to 
them of John the Baptist.” 
(Matthew 17:12-13). John was 
a strict Bible scholar. He told 
Herod, “You have no right to have 
your brother’s wife.” (Leviticus 
20:21). Although John became 
a martyr in Yahweh’s service, 
it did not change the fact that 
Herod was sinning and needed 
to repent. This has always been 
the hallmark of a true servant 
of Yahweh; they teach Yahweh’s 
Word without fear, or favor.

What is the identifier of the 
promulgator of the EliYah mes-
sage today? Are you looking for 
Truth, or some sort of sign predi-

cated upon miracles? Yahshua 
said in Matthew 16:4, “An evil 
and adulterous generation 
seeks after a sign….” Some say, 
“I will look for miracles in the 
Assemblies of Yahweh, and if I 
don’t see what I want, then I won’t 
believe that this is the truth.” Are 
there miracles taking place in the 
Assemblies of Yahweh that are 
similar to those that occurred 
in the Apostolic Assembly? I 
am ready to tell you that I have 

personally wit-
nessed miracles 
taking place in 
the Assemblies of 
Yahweh. I have 
also seen people 
that were raised 
from their death-
beds, go back on 
those miracles—
reject them out 
of  hand—and 
say that Yahweh 
didn’t do it, it 
was by chance. 

Yahweh offers power and protec-
tion for those who obey His Word. 
This is why, in the decades of wit-
nessing the miracles of Yahweh, I 
have developed a faith in Yahweh 
that is unwavering, and I place 
all things in His hands.

You have heard me describe 
the incident in western Nebraska 
when my family and I were 
travelling across the country. 
Yahweh had given me a sign in 
1964—"Come back from Idaho 
to work for Me in Pennsylva-
nia." Driving along a deserted 
roadway one morning, suddenly, 
a rear tire blew on the car. (I 
had put on new tires in Idaho 
so that I wouldn’t be bothered 
with tire problems, knowing that 
I would be towing a heavily-
loaded trailer.) I tried jacking 
up the car and, within one notch 
of getting the car up as high as 
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 The Sacred Scriptures informs 
us that, up until the end of the 
age, there would be continuing 
turmoil and war. Mankind does 
not know the way to establish 
lasting peace. “Their feet run 
to evil, and they make haste 
to shed innocent blood: their 
thoughts are thoughts of 
iniquity; desolation and de-
struction are in their paths. 
The way of peace they know 
not; and there is no justice in 
their goings: they have made 
them crooked paths; who-
ever goes in it does not know 
peace.” (Isaiah 59:7-8).

The constant conflict up to the 
end of the age may be perceived 
from Daniel 9:26. “And after 
the sixty-two sevens shall the 
anointed one be cut off, and 
shall have nothing: and the 
people of the prince that shall 
come shall destroy the city and 
the sanctuary; and the end of 
it shall be with a flood, and 
EVEN TO THE END SHALL 
BE WAR; DESOLATIONS ARE 
DETERMINED.” 

The reason for continual con-
flict can be found in Jeremiah 
6:13-15. “For from the least 
of them even to the greatest 
of them every one is given to 
covetousness; and from the 

prophet even to the priest 
every one deals falsely. They 
have healed also the hurt 
of my people slightly, say-
ing, PEACE, PEACE; WHEN 
THERE IS NO PEACE. WERE 
THEY ASHAMED WHEN THEY 
HAD COMMITTED ABOMINA-
TION? NO, THEY WERE NOT 
AT ALL ASHAMED, neither 
could they blush: therefore 
they shall fall among them 
that fall; at the time that I 
visit them they shall be cast 
down, says Yahweh.” 

Jeremiah the prophet repeats 
this very same prophecy almost 
verbatim (Jeremiah 8:10-12). 

Jeremiah continues by saying, 
“We looked for peace, but no 
good came; and for a time of 
healing, and, behold, dismay!” 
(Jeremiah 8:15). Why is it there 
can be no peace even though man-
kind desires it so intensely? The 
answer may be found in Micah 
7:4-6. “The best of them is as 
a brier; the most upright is 
worse than a thorn hedge: the 
day of your watchmen, even 
your visitation, has come; now 
shall be their perplexity. Trust 
not in a neighbor; put no con-
fidence in a friend; keep the 
doors of your mouth from her 
that lies in your bosom. For the 

son dishonors the father, the 
daughter rises up against her 
mother, the daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law; A 
MAN’S ENEMIES ARE THE 
MEN OF HIS OWN HOUSE.” 
Here appears the source of the 
quote found in Matthew 10:34-
39. “Think not that I came 
to send peace on the earth: I 
came not to send peace, but 
a sword. For I came to set 
a man at variance against 
his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, and the 
daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law: and a man’s 
foes shall be they of his own 
household. He that loves fa-
ther or mother more than me 
is not worthy of me; and he 
that loves son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy 
of me. And he that does not 
take his burden and follow 
after me, is not worthy of me. 
He that finds his life shall 
lose it; and he that loses his 
life for my sake shall find it.” 
(The term translated household 
in the Hebrew New Testament 
text in verse 36 is family.) 

A remarkable prophecy made 
by Paul in 2 Timothy 3 brings to 
our attention reasons for constant 
upheaval and conflict. You should 

Lasting Peace eLudes 
Mankind's Quest
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read this passage and understand 
that unconverted humankind is 
implacable (verse 3), this term 
means that which cannot be ap‑
peased or pacified. 

Yahshua the Messiah, in His 
Olivet prophecy, describes the 
turmoil and upheaval that would 
be common throughout the world 
in the last days. “And you shall 
hear of wars and rumors of 
wars; see that you are not 
troubled; for these things must 
come to pass; but the end is 
not yet. For nation shall rise 
against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom; and there 
shall be famines and earth-
quakes in various places. 
But all these things are the 
beginning of travail.” (Mat-
thew 24:6-8).

All of these conflicts will even-
tually culminate in the notorious 
battle of Armageddon. “And the 
sixth poured out his bowl upon 
the great river, the Euphra-
tes; and the water of it was 
dried up, that the way might 
be made ready for the kings 
that come from the sunrising. 
And I saw coming out of the 
mouth of the dragon, and out 
of the mouth of the beast, and 
out of the mouth of the false 
prophet, three unclean spir-
its, as it were frogs: for they 
are spirits of demons, work-
ing signs; which go forth to 
the kings of the whole world, 
to gather them together to 
the war of the Great Day of 
Yahweh, the Almighty. (Behold, 
I come as a thief. Blessed is he 
that watches, and keeps his 
garments, lest he walk naked, 
and they see his shame.) And 
they gathered them together 
into the place which is called 
in Hebrew Har-Magedon.” 
(Revelation 16:12-16). 

Conflicts of the Heart 
From where do wars and fights 

originate anyway? Jacob the 

Apostle, the brother of Yahshua 
the Messiah, the second bishop 
of the Apostolic Assembly, asked 
the very same question in chapter 
four of his epistle. “From where 
come wars and from where 
come fightings among you? 
Come they not from here, even 
from your pleasures that war 
in your members? You lust, 
and have not: you kill, and 
covet, and cannot obtain: you 
fight and war; you have not, 
because you ask not. You ask, 
and receive not, because you 
ask amiss, that you may spend 
it in your pleasures. You adul-
teresses, do you not know that 
the friendship of the world is 
enmity with Yahweh? Whoever 
therefore would be a friend of 
the world makes himself an 
enemy of Yahweh. Or do you 
think that the scripture speaks 
in vain? Does the spirit which 
he made to dwell in us long to 
envy?” (Jacob 411-5).

Wars, fightings, conflicts, and 
turmoil emerge from unconverted 
hearts. Covetousness—a sin 
that is plainly prohibited by the 
Tenth Commandment—produces 
idolatry. “For this you know of 
a surety, that no fornicator, 
nor unclean person, nor covet-
ous man, who is an idolater, 
has any inheritance in the 
Kingdom of the Messiah and 
Yahweh.” (Ephesians 5:5). Idola-
try inserts a high barrier between 
Almighty Yahweh and His people. 
The covetous individual begins 
to concentrate upon things he 
wants to do that are violations of 
Yahweh’s Law— desiring things 
that he should not have. Yahweh 
has known what things are not 
good for mankind, and, therefore, 
He has prohibited them. 

All this goes back to the gar-
den of Eden when mankind 
first sinned. Yahweh had with-
held from mankind the fruit of 
knowing the good and knowing 
the evil. Only Yahweh could eat 

the fruit of that tree. Yahweh 
had placed His commandments 
upon man (Genesis 2:16). Those 
commandments were intended 
to lead mankind to live a good 
life. Satan, forthwith, entered the 
picture with his lies. Enticing Eve 
to eat, Adam then took what was 
not his; therefore, mankind came 
to know evil. Yahweh’s teaching 
should have led Adam and Eve 
to know that they must do only 
good, but the weakness in man’s 
character often takes them in 
the other direction, away from 
Yahweh. It led their son, Cain, to 
murder his own brother Abel, but 
Yahweh had already warned Cain, 
“If you do well, shall it [your 
face] not be lifted up? And if 
you do not well, sin crouches 
at the door: and to you shall 
be his desire, but you should 
rule over him.” In Hebrew, the 
word for door is pethach and it 
means the opening of the tent. 
The same word is used in Genesis 
18:10. We recognize that tents 
do not have doors, as such, but 
openings to enter and exit; con-
sequently, the text would indicate 
that when a human being does 
good he controls his evil desire 
(Hebrew—yetzer hara), but when 
one allows sin to find an opening, 
it will desire to control you. How-
ever, each person must rule over 
their evil desire and do only the 
good! What a remarkable verse 
that candidly demonstrates the 
truth of human nature! 

There will be no peace in the 
world until Yahshua the Messiah 
returns to put down all rule and 
power (1 Corinthians 15:24-25). 
Thereafter, Satan will be bound 
and hurled into the abyss (the 
bottomless pit) (Revelation 20:1-
3). Yahshua alone will then be 
declared the Supreme Ruler. He 
will legislate and enforce righ-
teousness. He will legislate peace, 
and the millennium will become 
a thousand years of tranquility 
and lasting peace.   
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Peace in the Home 
The Jewish people have a 

term, Shalom habbayith, which 
means a peaceful home, peace 
in the home, or a husband and 
wife and family functioning in 
cooperation, in one accord. 

Currently, throughout the 
world, families experience so 
much strife. The only explana-
tion can be that some people 
allow the clever tricks of Satan 
the Adversary to influence them, 
while others strive to follow the 
Truth of the Bible faithfully. 
Discord results when people dis-
agree. Almighty Yahweh intends 
for His people to have peace in 
the home and peace in the fam-
ily. Remember that individuals 
make up families, and, if all 
individuals are trying to develop 
the sound spiritual character, 
then the home will be peaceful 
and united. 

Individuals working in coop-
eration, families united, comprise 
the building blocks of nations. 
Therefore, if families are in 
turmoil, the nations will in turn 
be in turmoil. Today, 50 percent 
of marriages are said to end in 
divorce. What is the reason? It 
is because most marriages are 
based on a false premise–”If it 
doesn’t work out, we’ll separate 
and try again with someone 
else.” Good marriages demand 
commitment from their incep-
tion, but such firm commitment 
is lacking in our time.

Quest for Peace 
Eventually Realized 

Some day, an era of peace—
lasting peace—will materialize. It 
is called the Kingdom of Yahweh 
in the Sacred Scriptures. It will 
be such a tranquil era that both 
Isaiah and Micah (Yahweh’s 
prophets) describe those times 
in glowing terms. “The word 
that Isaiah the son of Amoz 
saw concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem. And it shall come 
to pass in the latter days, that 
the mountain of Yahweh’s 
house shall be established 
on the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the 
hills; and all nations shall 
flow to it. And many peoples 
shall go and say, Come, and 
let us go up to the mountain 
of Yahweh, to the house of the 
Elohim of Jacob; and he will 
teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths: for 
out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of Yahweh 
from Jerusalem. And he will 
judge between the nations, 
and will decide concerning 
many peoples; and they shall 
beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; nation shall 
not lift up sword against na-
tion, neither shall they learn 
war any more.” (Isaiah 2:1-4). 
Read also this identical prophecy 
in Micah 4:1-5. 

That peaceful Kingdom will 
have a righteous Ruler and He 
will ensure that peace will be 
maintained. “For to us a child 
is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: and his 
name shall be called Won-
derful Counselor, Mighty El, 
Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace. Of the increase of 
his government and of peace 
there shall be no end, upon 
the throne of David, and upon 
his Kingdom, to establish it, 
and to uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from 
now on even forever. The zeal 
of Yahweh of hosts will per-
form this.” (Isaiah 9:6-7).

When John the Baptist was 
born, Zechariah the priest—
John’s father—prophesied by 
saying of his son Yahanan (the 
grace of Yahweh is the mean-
ing of his name), “Blessed be 
Yahweh, the Elohim of Israel; 

for he has visited and worked 
redemption for his people, 
and has raised up a horn of 
salvation for us in the house 
of his servant David (ss he 
spoke by the mouth of his holy 
prophets that have been from 
of old), Salvation from our 
enemies, and from the hand 
of all that hate us; to show 
mercy towards our fathers, 
and to remember his holy 
covenant;  the oath which he 
swore to Abraham our father, 
to grant to us that we being 
delivered out of the hand of 
our enemies should serve him 
without fear, in holiness and 
righteousness before him all 
our days. Yes and you, child, 
shall be called the prophet of 
the Most High: for you shall 
go before the face of Yahweh 
to make ready his ways; to 
give knowledge of salvation 
to his people in the remission 
of their sins, because of the 
tender mercy of our Elohim, 
whereby the dayspring from 
on high shall visit us, to shine 
upon them that sit in dark-
ness and the shadow of death; 
to guide our feet into the way 
of peace.” (Luke 1:68-79). 

Almighty Yahweh has prom-
ised to impose an era of lasting 
peace on this earth some day, and 
we believe that day is drawing 
very close. The world, today, is 
filled with turmoil and conflict. 
People’s lives are loaded with so 
much sorrow because of sinful ac-
tions (sometimes not even of their 
own doings), Almighty Yahweh 
will one day soon established 
that era of peace with justice 
and it will be based upon love. 

Yahweh will send His only-
begotten Son, Yahshua the 
Messiah, back to this earth to 
reign in righteousness. He will 
rule over the nations by imposing 
the biblical Law upon the earth 

Continued on page 21.
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we needed to put on the spare, 
suddenly, the jack broke. Now 
what are we going to do? We were 
stranded on a no-shoulder, major 
US route, with a broken-down 
vehicle. With a blind curve not 
far behind us, tractor trailers 
and cars were whizzing by with 
only inches to spare. What was 
going to happen? Would we be 
involved in a major catastrophic 
accident and all be killed? I 
began to petition Yahweh for 
help. Suddenly, a pickup truck 
pulled up behind us. A man got 
out. He asked, “Are you having 
trouble?” I explained that I had 
lost a tire and, attempting to 
fix it, had broken the jack. He 
said, “Well, that’s a coincidence! 
I just bought a brand new jack 
this morning. Let’s try it out.” He 
got a heavy-duty jack from the 
back of his truck and placed it 
under the car. We jacked up the 
car, and in short order had the 
spare tire on and bolted fast. As 
we stowed the tools and prepared 
to leave, I asked the man, “I don’t 
have a jack; how about selling 
me this one?” He agreed. He told 
me the amount he had paid for 
the jack and I reached into my 
wallet and pulled out some of the 
precious-few dollars we had and 
paid him. I finished loading the 
car and turned around to thank 
him, but he was gone. We did not 
see, or hear, him leave; he had 
disappeared. That was a miracle! 
Yahweh had sent somebody to 
help us out at the exact moment, 
with the exact tool, when we 
needed it. Praise Yahweh for His 
mercy and protection. 

Should miracles determine 
who you go to for teaching? Con-
sider the ministry of John the 
Baptist. “And he went away 
again beyond the Jordan into 
the place where John was at 

the first baptizing [in Bethany 
in Trans-Jordan]; and there he 
remained. And many came 
to him; and they said, John 
indeed did no sign [he did no 
miracle]: but all things what-
ever John spoke of this man 
were true.” (John 10:40). Where 
did John get the information that 
Yahshua was the True Messiah? 
It was a question of authority. 
The term authority comes from 
the same root as the term author. 
It means an enlarger. The word is 
augere—to increase. You can also 
find the same in the word aug‑
ment. The first definition of the 
word author is one who makes 
or originates something, the cre‑
ator, originator, as the author or 
writer of a book or publication, 
etc. The word authority has as 
its first definition the power or 
right to give commands, enforce 
obedience, take action, or make 
final decisions. The word jurisdic‑
tion (Juris means justice—jury, 
law; and diction means the 
statement, the expression) would 
mean the expression of law. Isn’t 
it tremendous when you see that 
the English definition author‑
ity encompasses the concept of 
justice? The second definition is 

the position of one having such 
power—a person in authority. A 
person in a position of authority 
has the responsibility of express-
ing and supporting the Law.

Let’s see what happened in 
Yahshua’s time, when He en-
countered an individual who 
recognized what authority means. 
“And when he was entered 
into Capernaum, there came 
to him a centurion, address-
ing him, and saying, Master, 
my servant lies in the house 
sick of the palsy, grievously 
tormented. And he says to 
him, I will come and heal him. 
And the centurion answered 
and said, Master, I am not 
worthy that you should come 
under my roof: but only say 
the word, and my servant 
shall be healed. For I also am 
a man under authority [he 
recognized authority], having 
under myself soldiers: and 
I say to this one, Go, and he 
goes; and to another, Come, 
and he comes; and to my 
servant, Do this, and he does 
it. And when Yahshua heard 
it, he marveled, and said to 
them that followed, Truly I 
say to you, I have not found so 
great faith, no, not in Israel.”  
(Matthew 8:5.). A centurion was 
a Roman commander of 100 
troops, forming a company. He 
was one who understood the 
responsibilities and benefits of 
leadership. The religious order 
of the day was questioning 
Yahshua’s authority. Yahshua, 
by directly upholding the Word 
of Yahweh, was usurping man, 
and teaching that Yahweh is to 
be the Supreme Authority in our 
lives. Tragically, sometimes the 
attitude Yahshua encountered 
creeps into the camp of Israel 
today, as it also happened to 
our forefathers. “Yes, I hear the 
teaching, but I will do what I 
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Continued from page 9.
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want to do.” The fallacy of this 
line of thinking is that you are 
not dealing with Elder Jacob 
O. Meyer—you’re dealing with 
Yahweh. I am only teaching, with 
authority, the Law of Yahweh. 

Yahshua continued, “… I have 
not found so great faith, no, 
not in Israel. And I say to you, 
that many shall come from the 
east and the west, and shall 
sit down with Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the king-
dom of heaven: but the sons 
of the kingdom shall be cast 
forth into the outer darkness: 
there shall be the weeping 
and the gnashing of teeth.” 
(Matthew 8:10b-12). Yahshua is 
pointing out, that even though 
He was speaking to a “goy” (a 
person of the nations), because 
he had recognized Yahshua as the 
one with heavenly authority, he 
had faith to believe that Yahshua 
could do miracles. Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob understood 
Yahweh’s authority and were 
completely obedient to Yahweh’s 
Law. “And Yahshua said to 
the centurion, Go your way; 
as you have believed, so be it 
done to you. And the servant 
was healed in that hour.” 
(Matthew 8:13). Do we believe 
the message of Yahshua? Do we 
believe in who He was, and what 
He did for us? Do we believe 
that He has established a group 
today who will confirm His life 
here on the earth in these last 
days by teaching Him? We must 
believe that He has established 
an Assembly today to do His 
Will. We can never espouse the 
Satanic doctrine of the “Invis-
ible Ch-rch,” where Yahshua is 
divided and scattered around 
among many groups. 

Why does the Assemblies of 
Yahweh concentrate our teach-
ing on believing and living 
for Yahshua? We believe that, 

because He faithfully lived for, 
and spoke, the Word of Yahweh, 
and that the Word prophesied of 
the Messiah, He is the pathway 
to Eternity. “He that comes 
from above is above all: he 
that is of the earth is of the 
earth, and of the earth he 
speaks: he that comes from 
heaven is above all. What he 
has seen and heard, of that 
he bears witness; and no 
man receives his witness. He 
that has received his witness 
has set his seal to this, that 
Yahweh is true. For he whom 
Yahweh has sent speaks the 
words of Yahweh….” Do you 
believe that Yahshua spoke the 
words of Yahweh? I do! Unequivo-
cally! “… For he gives not the 
Spirit by measure. The Father 
loves the Son, and has given 
all things into his hand. He 
that believes on the Son has 
eternal life; but he that obeys 
not the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of Elohim re-
mains on him.” (John 3:31-36). 
To obey Yahweh’s only-begotten 
Son, means to obey what He 
taught. Remember what Yahweh 
said in Deuteronomy 29:14-15— 
Yahweh’s Covenant is for whom-
ever hears, and obeys it.

In Mark 1:21-24, we find a 
unique passage of Scripture 
that warrants closer examina-
tion. “And they went into 
Capernaum; and straight-
way on the sabbath day he 
entered into the synagogue 
and taught. And they were 
astonished at his teaching: 
for he taught them as hav-
ing authority, and not as 
the scribes [who called on man 
instead of Yahweh to confirm the 
Bible]. And straightway there 
was in their synagogue a man 
with an unclean spirit; and 
cried out, saying, What have 
we to do with you, Yahshua 

you Nazarene? Have you 
come to destroy us? I know 
you who you are, the Holy 
One of Elohim.” If this unclean 
spirit knew Yahshua was the 
Holy One of Elohim, why was 
he a demon and not a disciple? 
The answer is clear—because 
obedience was not there. You 
can know something, but until 
you have put it into practice, it 
is worthless. “And Yahshua 
rebuked him, saying, Hold 
your peace, and come out of 
him. And the unclean spirit, 
tearing him and crying with 
a loud voice, came out of him. 
And they were all amazed, so 
that they questioned among 
themselves, saying, What is 
this? A new teaching! With 
authority he commands even 
the unclean spirits, and they 
obey him. And the report of 
him went out straightway 
everywhere into all the region 
of Galilee all around.” (Mark 
1:25:28). When you give Yahweh 
your complete obedience, you, 
through your actions, declare 
that Yahshua is the Holy One 
of Elohim in your life. 

In the Assemblies of Yahweh, 
government is a doctrine. This 
is because we accept the govern-
ment of Almighty Yahweh and 
Yahshua the Messiah. We accept 
Their authority and accept Their 
Word by using it to govern our 
life. We know that Yahweh has 
placed His authority here on 
the earth, and we are witnesses 
of this gift. We have seen what 
happens when people reject and 
renounce it, but we have also 
been witnesses to the great bless-
ings that become evident when 
people accept it and live by it. 
Those who accept and live by it 
are the ones who are changed 
into the likeness of the Son of 
Yahweh, Yahshua the Messiah. 
May Yahweh bless you.  
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Saved by a Ch-rch Roll?
As I was at work in my office 

several days ago, our receptionist 
admitted a man who introduced 
himself as the director of the In-
stitute of the Study of American 
Religion. He informed me that he 
had heard The Sacred Name 
Broadcast on the radio and, 
noticing our sign on Interstate 
78, over which he was traveling, 
he had decided to stop and have 
a talk with me. Our discussion 
was mutually informative, I feel 
certain. In the course of our con-
versation, I was startled to learn 
that this research organization 
had unearthed over 700 differ-
ent religious denominational 
bodies in the United States—all 
separate from each other. The 
usual reference works on this 
intriguing subject of different 
religious bodies reveals that the 
figure reaches in excess of 250 
different denominations. When 
a figure three times this size 
was quoted by a man who has 
obviously given much diligence 
to unearthing the different reli-
gious bodies upon the religious 
spectrum, the figure is most 
startling. (The date of the visit 
was 1973.) 

I attach much tangible sig-
nificance to the information 
which was given to me by this 
researcher. It reveals to me that 
people are simply not satisfied 

with the nominal religion which 
has been handed down to us, 
perhaps even having it “spoon 
fed” to us from our birth. I find 
significant, also, the fact that a 
lot of people are searching for 
a greater understanding of the 
Bible—for a greater and deeper 
meaning of what is contained 
in the Sacred Scriptures. These 
people, who are searching for 
greater Truth, are not afraid to 
stand alone, if need be, on the 
sound doctrines they find in the 
Bible. Although it is frustrating, 
occasionally, to observe how fre-
quently people stop before they 
reach the ultimate destination of 
their quest of the Truth of the 
Bible, some endure to the end. 
The Holy Spirit had begun to 
work with people who had then 
formed all of these different small 
denominations, but, somewhere 
along the line, they have believed 
that they have acquired all of the 
knowledge that was revealed, 
and that attitude brought on 
stagnation. 

I trust that as you are read-
ing this magazine, you will pay 
some special attention to my 
remarks. Perhaps you could, for 
just a minute, turn your personal 
scrutiny inward toward the dark 
recesses of your mind, and ask 
yourself these questions: Do I 
feel that I am presently living 

all of the Truth of the Bible? Do 
I feel that I currently have all 
of the Truth? Before you make 
too absolute a statement of af-
firmation, allow me to read a 
short verse of Scripture found in  
1 Corinthians 10:12, “Therefore 
let him that thinks he stands 
watch out, lest he fall.” Are 
you still absolutely certain of 
your answers? 

I might insert here, paren-
thetically, an incident from my 
personal life. At one time, I 
discovered a new Truth in the 
Scriptures which I had not seen 
previously. Upon making this 
alarming discovery, I told various 
people, “I really have found all 
of the truth now.” Within just a 
matter of weeks, I learned that 
I had discovered only a small 
kernel of new Truth—only a 
very small, minute fragment of 
what the Bible actually teaches. 
In fact, practically the entire 
structure of what I considered 
my religious experience came 
crashing down as I zealously 
began anew to study the Scrip-
tures, returning to the original 
languages, and, then, putting 
into daily practice what I was 
learning. Occasionally, my wife 
and I will reminisce about those 
days, and, invariably, 1 Corin-
thians 10:12 will enter into the 
conversation somewhere. 
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At one time, I seemed to have 
picked up the idea that all one 
had to do to be saved was to 
have his name recorded on a 
ch-rch roll. If, for some reason, 
his name would be removed from 
that ch-rch roll, his opportunity 
to receive salvation would be lost 
forever. Any ch-rch would do, 
just as long as it came “close” to 
biblical teaching. In this age of 
tolerance, just any ch-rch would 
be satisfactory, just as long as 
your name appeared there. In my 
interaction with a wide variety 
of people, I was disillusioned to 
observe that some of the people 
who had their names on a ch-rch 
roll did not practice, in their 
personal lives, that which cor-
responded favorably with what 
the Bible teaches. 

Now the question that pre-
sented itself was this: Can one 
be saved by simply having his 
name on a ch-rch roll? In addi-
tion, I wondered: If the teachings 
of the ch-rch were having so 
little influence on changing the 
lives of people, were not the 
people, whose names were on the 
ch-rch rolls, being just a little 
hypocritical? I noted also, that oc-
casionally a lack of dedication to 
the Bible Truth was forcing other 
people in a congregation to seek 
to serve the Father in heaven 
apart from the parent congrega-
tion. Among the most perplexing 
questions were: Where is the 
true ch-rch? Can it be one of 
these small groups? How do I 
join it? When I find it, will I find 
a dedicated people? How will I 
recognize this true Body? 

Frankly, your Bible reveals 
that you cannot decide to join the 
Body of True Worshipers as you 
would another nominal ch-rch. 
We read in 1 Corinthians 12:13, 
“For in one spirit we were all 
baptized into one body, wheth-
er Jews or Greeks, whether 
bond or free; and were all 
made to drink of one Spirit.” 
Now do you understand? It is the 

Spirit which places you into the 
body of True Worshipers, and it is 
the Holy Spirit of Yahweh which 
keeps you there (1 Peter 1:3-5). 
From my years of experience 
in the ministry, I have learned 

that it is only through MUCH 
TRIBULATION that we must 
enter into this select Body, since 
the mind of carnal man seems to 
be oriented so completely in the 
opposite direction from spiritual 
things. After the Holy Spirit has 
brought a person into the Savior’s 
true Body, it is the Holy Spirit 
which will keep him there—if 
he continues to follow the guid-
ance of the Spirit and not rebel 
against sound teachings. Going 
against the clear instructions 
of the Sacred Scriptures will 
eventually remove you from the 
Body of True Worshipers. 

Now, if there is only one Holy 
Spirit which is given to lead 
people and guide them into the 
Truth, how can we reconcile the 
fact that there are over 700 dif-

ferent denominations and sects in 
the United States? (More recent 
statistics reveal that there are 
over 1,100 such groups—[editor].) 
How can we reconcile the fact 
that our Savior Himself prayed 
that all of His True Worshipers 
would be one, that they would be-
lieve and teach the same things, 
regardless where you would find 
them? Do the True Worshipers 
really have special distinguishing 
characteristics which are clearly 
recognizable? Obviously, the an-
swers to these questions must be 
gained from concrete statements 
in the inspired Scriptures. 

Listen carefully as I answer 
them with Bible verses. “There 
is one body, and one Spirit, 
even as you were also called in 
one hope of your calling: one 
Master, one faith, one baptism, 
one El and Father of all, who 
is over all, and through all, 
and in all.” (Ephesians 4:4-6). 
In the great High Priestly prayer, 
which was prayed by our Savior 
in John 17, repeated petitions 
are made by Him for the Father 
to keep the Body of the Messiah 
one—in unity. In addition, Paul 
urges the Corinthian brethren 
to seek this special unity in the 
Holy Spirit when he emphasizes 
this characteristic in 1 Corinthi-
ans 1:10. “Now I beseech you, 
brethren, through the name 
of our Sovereign Yahshua the 
Messiah, that you all speak 
the same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among 
you; but that you be perfected 
together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment.” 

In Revelation 12:17 and 14:12, 
we find an accurate description of 
the True Worshipers in the last 
days, as we read the prophecy 
of them. “And the dragon be-
came exceedingly angry with 
the woman, and went away to 
make war with the remnant 
of her seed, that keep the 
commandments of Yahweh, 
and hold the testimony of 
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Yahshua….” (Revelation 12:17). 
“Here is the patience of the 
saints; They that keep the 
commandments of Yahweh, 
and the faith of Yahshua.” 
(Revelation 14:12). This one 
description of the Body of True 
Worshipers is, perhaps, the most 
pertinent in all of the Scripture, 
because it describes a group of 
people who are scattered and 
few in number. 

Do you know that a ch-rch 
roll will never be your personal 
passport or ticket to the Kingdom 
of Yahweh? Merely having your 
name on a ch-rch roll will never 
gain you a special favor of admis-
sion to everlasting life. There is, 
however, a set of books which are 
being kept today, on which your 
name must be inscribed, or you 
will be denied salvation. 

In Revelation 20:11-15, we 
read of a prophecy of the great 
White Throne Judgment. “And 
I saw a great white throne, 
and him that sat upon it, 
from whose face the earth and 
heaven fled away; and there 
was found no place for them. 
And I saw the dead, the great 
and the small, standing before 
the throne; and the books were 
opened: and another book was 
opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged 
out of the things which were 
written in the books, accord-
ing to their works. And the 
sea gave up the dead that 
were in it; and death and the 
grave gave up the dead that 
were in them: and they were 
judged every man according 
to their works. And death and 
the grave were cast into the 
lake of fire. This is the second 
death, even the lake of fire. 
And if any was not found in 
the book of life, he was cast 
into the lake of fire.” 

The term rendered books here 
in Greek is biblia. From this 
word comes our word Bible, the 

volume containing the 66 books 
of the holy Scriptures. When 
you stand before the judgment 
seat of the Messiah, your life 
must compare favorably to the 
pattern for the perfect life which 
you may find described all the 
way down through the annals 
of the holy Scriptures. If your 
life meets the rigid requirements 
which have been established by 
Almighty Yahweh, your name 
will be inscribed in the book of 
those destined for life. This book 
of life finds its root in early bibli-
cal narrative (Exodus 32:32-33). 

In Psalm 69:27-28 we read, 
“Add iniquity to their iniq-
uity; and let them not come 
into your righteousness. Let 
them be blotted out of the 
book of life, and not be written 
with the righteous.” No ch-rch 
organization can guarantee that 
your name will appear on a page 
in that book! It is only the Holy 
Spirit which will inscribe your 
name there—provided your life 
faithfully measures up to the 
standards of the perfect life 
which is blueprinted for us in 
the Word. Do you think that your 
present life has already arrived 
at this stage of perfection? Or do 
you need to work on some things? 
Do you actually know what the 
inspired Scriptures demand of 
you? Have you sufficiently stud-
ied the Bible for yourself, or have 
you taken someone else’s word for 
what is to be found there? Right 
now, this very minute, would be 
a most appropriate time for you 
to resolve to discover for yourself 
what the Scriptures teach. 

If you are seeking fulfillment 
such as the Scriptures describe of 
True Worship and you have not 
found it in nominal Chr-st-ianity, 
perhaps you have missed some of 
the vital points which the Bible 
contains. I would like to show 
you how we may cut through the 
maze of confusion in doctrine and 
return to the original authentic 

texts (the autographs) as closely 
as we can return to them, to 
find a firm basis for our faith. I 
would like to send some of my 
research on scriptural subjects 
to you and then you can check it 
against the Word. Also, we have 
a correspondence course in which 
we invite you to enroll, and this 
item is available absolutely free 
to you as is all our literature. 

Let me leave this parting 
thought with you. Notice the 
beautiful harmony between Old 
and New Testaments as we read 
together from Isaiah 4:2-6. “In 
that day shall the branch of 
Yahweh be beautiful and glo-
rious, and the fruit of the land 
shall be excellent and comely 
for them that are escaped of 
Israel. And it shall come to 
pass, that he that is left in 
Zion, and he that remains 
in Jerusalem, shall be called 
holy, even every one that is 
written among the living in 
Jerusalem; when Yahweh 
shall have washed away the 
filth of the daughters of Zion, 
and shall have purged the 
blood of Jerusalem from the 
midst of it, by the spirit of 
justice, and by the spirit of 
burning. And Yahweh will cre-
ate over the whole habitation 
of mount Zion, and over her 
assemblies, a cloud and smoke 
by day, and the shining of a 
flaming fire by night; for over 
all the glory shall be spread 
a covering. And there shall be 
a pavilion for a shade in the 
daytime from the heat, and 
for a refuge and for a covert 
from storm and from rain.” 

The motif here describes the 
Feast of Tabernacles; yet, the 
fulfillment of the Feast of Tab-
ernacles will be in the Kingdom 
of Yahweh—the millenial reign 
of the Messiah. To be included, 
all must be written among the 
living—enrolled in the book of 
life, the record kept in heaven. 
Will you be there?   
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by Thomas L. Ponder

In the year 303 C.E., history 
tells us a remarkable and poi-
gnant event happened in a far 
corner of the Roman Empire. It 
was hardly noticed at the time it 
occurred; yet, it speaks with an 
eloquency today that is seldom 
matched in the annals of martyr-
dom. It is a penetrating lesson 
in the virtues of self-sacrifice 
and giving. 

The Roman soldier Dasius, 
stationed at Durostorum on the 
lower Danube—an isolated and 
dangerous post on the Empire’s 
frontier, faced the ultimate con-
frontation of his life. It happened 
on November 20, as the Roman 
“Saturnalia” drew near and as 
Dasius’s fellow soldiers prepared 
for a month of revelry. 

The story of Dasius came to 
light with the discovery of a 
Greek manuscript in a Paris 
library. It was recounted in 
the 19th century by Sir James 
Frazer in The Golden Bough, 
his masterful study of pagan 
religion and magic. 

Frazer was aware of the in-

Yahweh’s Plan Envisions 
Humble Character in Man 

separable relationship between 
Chr-stmas and the Roman Sat-
urnalia—which had its roots 
in deep pagan antiquity–and 
which centered on the worship 
of the sun. “Thirty days before 
the festival,” Frazer writes, “(the 
soldiers customarily) chose by 
lot from amongst themselves a 
young and handsome man, who 
was then clothed in royal attire 
to resemble Saturn. Thus arrayed 
and attended by a multitude of 
soldiers he went about in public 
with full license to indulge his 
passions and to taste of every 
pleasure, however, base and 
shameful.” 

But in 303, the lot fell on Da-
sius, and, this seeker after Truth, 
understanding the consequences 
of such sacrilege, refused to 
wear the robes of a pagan idol. 
“The threats and arguments of 
his commanding officer Bassus 
failed to shake his constancy,” 
writes Frazer, “and accordingly 
he was beheaded by the soldier 
John on Friday the twentieth day 
of November, being the twenty‑
fourth day of the moon, at the 
fourth hour.” 

Much of the world still cel-

ebrates a modern version of the 
Saturnalia. It does so in the guise 
of Chr-stmas and, supposedly, 
in the spirit of giving. Yet, it is 
the same day of debauchery and 
sacrilege that Dasius refused to 
acknowledge, at the cost of His 
life. Is Chr-stmas really a sacred 
day for True Worship in these 
modern times, a day of harmless 
entertainment? Almighty Yahweh 
in his Sacred Scriptures emphati-
cally declares that it isn’t! 

The Apostle Paul, who spent 
his life spreading the message 
of salvation through the Roman 
Empire, was an expert in righ-
teous giving. He knew that a 
pure and selfless character was 
well-pleasing in the sight of 
Yahweh, and his knowledge of 
the Old Testament had informed 
him how such a character could 
be developed. It came through 
obedience to the commandments 
of Yahweh, including obedience to 
the Law of tithing and properly 
giving our Heavenly Father gifts 
through the sanctity of righteous 
living. 

Paul patterned his personal 
life on the life of the Messiah 
Yahshua, whom he knew had 

Righteous Giving
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found favor with Yahweh by of-
fering a perfect sacrifice through 
the commandments, even to the 
point of sacrificing His life. “Be 
you therefore imitators of 
Yahweh, as beloved children,” 
Paul writes to the Believers in 
Ephesians 5:1-2, “and walk in 
love, even as the Messiah also 
loved you, and gave himself 
up for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to Yahweh for an 
odor of a sweet smell.” Again, 
in 1 Corinthians 11:1, he exhorts: 
“Be imitators of me, even as I 
also am of the Messiah.”

Paul understood the link be-
tween righteous love and giving. 
Above all, he knew that no man 
can truly love Yahweh and his 
fellow man without the Holy 
Spirit of Yahweh dwelling within 
him, leading him into perfect 
obedience. It was the message of 
obedience that this great apostle 
of Truth took to so much of the 
Roman Empire—and at such a 
high personal cost. Remember, 
tradition tells us that Paul, too, 
ultimately surrendered his life 
in martyrdom for the sake of 
others. Tribulations, suffering, 
and hardship—Paul counted as 
nothing as he boldly taught the 
eternal Truth of Yahweh’s com-
mandments. 

The concept of tithing, ex-
plained in both the Old and New 
Testaments, is Yahweh’s way 
of cultivating a generous spirit 
within us. Yahweh commands 
us to tithe, to return to Him 
a mere tenth of what He gives 
us. Leviticus 27:30 contains this 
Law: “And all the tithe of the 
land whether of the seed of 
the land, or of the fruit of the 
tree, is Yahweh’s: it is holy to 
Yahweh.” 

Our Heavenly Father has 
sanctified the concept of tith-
ing. Like the Sabbath, He has 
pronounced the tithe holy. He 

wishes us to be holy by putting 
this Law into practice in our 
lives. It is a remarkable phe-
nomenon to feel Yahweh’s holy 
spirit working within us as we 
freely submit to the Law of tith-
ing, Over time, our character can 
be transformed from one driven 
by a carnal, selfish desire into a 
character of genuine generosity. 
Time and again, this process is 
recounted in the Scriptures. 

We are told in Genesis 14 
that Abram tithed to the great 
king Melchizedek after win-
ning the astonishing victory 
over Chedolaomer, rescuing his 
nephew Lot, and recovering 
all his goods. “And he gave a 
tenth of all,” verse 20 says. 
Clearly, the concept of tithing 
is old and honorable. Proverbs 
3:9-10 tells us, “Honor Yahweh 
with your substance, and with 
the first-fruits of all your in-
crease: So shall your barns be 
filled with plenty, and your 
vats shall overflow with new 
wine.” There is, indeed, a reward 
for faithful tithing. Abraham’s 
faithfulness—which included 
a firm obedience to the Law of 
tithing—gained him a new name 
and made him a father of many 
nations as Yahweh had promised. 

Tithing, then, is one means by 
which Yahweh forms a perfect 
character within us. In writing 
to the brethren of the Assembly 
at Rome, toward the end of his 
life, Paul tells us in Romans 
12:1-2: “I beseech you there-
fore, brethren, by the mercies 
of Yahweh, to present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to Yahweh, which 
is your spiritual service. And 
be not fashioned according to 
this world: but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is 
the good and acceptable and 
perfect will of Yahweh.” 

Paul, like Yahshua, carried 
the concept of obedience even to 
the thoughts of the mind. “For 
though we walk in the flesh,” 
he writes in 2 Corinthians 10:3-
5, “we do not war according 
to the flesh, (for the weapons 
of our warfare are not of 
the flesh, but mighty before 
Yahweh to the casting down 
of strongholds); casting down 
imaginations, and every high 
thing that is exalted against 
the knowledge of Yahweh, and 
bringing every thought into 
captivity to the obedience of 
the Messiah.…” 

So steeped in the Scriptures 
was Paul that he knew—perhaps 
more than any man after the 
Messiah—the timeless power of 
Yahweh’s great Law to create in 
man a clean spirit. He saw in 
the Law a limitless opportunity 
for life, and he had no patience 
for the no-Law teachers of his 
day. He taught that Yahweh’s 
Law was living and active and 
none more so than the Law of 
tithing and the giving of gifts. 
“…He that sows sparingly,” 
he wrote in 2 Corinthians 9:6,  
“shall also reap sparingly; 
and he that sows bountifully 
shall also reap bountifully.” 

Modern-day Chr-stmas, just as 
with the Saturnalia in Dasius’s 
time, is a worldly fashion. It is 
a worldly holiday that appeals 
to so many people, because it 
provides sensual gratification. It 
cultivates in man a false sense of 
generosity, because it indulges a 
spirit of materialism. It carries 
us away from Yahweh through 
worldly actions rather than to-
ward His throne of grace through 
obedience to His Laws. 

Yahweh warns us that the 
symbols and practices of pagan 
holidays are abominable in His 
eyes, and He gives assurances 
of mercy to those who would 
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abstain from such practices, even 
in the face of ridicule or scoffing. 
“Listen to me, you that know 
righteousness, the people in 
whose heart is my law; fear 
not the reproach of men, 
neither be dismayed at their 
revilings. For the moth shall 
eat them up like a garment, 
and the worm shall eat them 
like wool; but my righteous-
ness shall be forever, and my 
salvation to all generations.” 
(Isaiah 51:7-8).

The fate of the lawless outlined 
in the Scriptures is unmistak-
able. The prophet Jeremiah 
tells us in Jeremiah 9:13-15: 
“And Yahweh says, Because 
they have forsaken my law 
which I set before them, and 
have not obeyed my voice, 
neither walked in it, but 
have walked after the stub-
bornness of their own heart, 
and after the Baalim, which 
their fathers taught them; 
therefore thus says Yahweh 
of hosts, the Elohim of Israel, 
Behold, I will feed them, even 
this people, with wormwood, 
and give them water of gall 
to drink.” 

Jeremiah, who spoke to a re-
bellious Judah during the rise 
of the Babylonian Empire under 
Nebuchadnezzar, sternly warned 
his people against assimilating 
the religious practices of the 
heathen around them. “For the 
customs of the people,” Jer-
emiah said in chapter 10, verse 
3, “are vanity,” meaning an 
emptiness, things devoid of truth 
and understanding, a spiritual 
dead-end. “Learn not the way 
of the nations,” he warned in 
verse 2 under the inspiration of 
Yahweh. 

For the people of Judah, 
disobedience through idolatry 
contributed to their defeat, de-
portation, and long captivity by 

the Babylonians. Nebuchadnez-
zar became an instrument in the 
hands of Yahweh for chastening 
idolatrous Judah, just as the 
Assyrians had served as the 
chastener of Israel more than 
a century before. The words of 
Yahweh aren’t empty and void, 
as the customs of the people. 
They are living, active, powerful, 
able to cut to the core of men’s 
hearts, to purge and refine those 
who would be pure, or to break 
in pieces those who rebel. 

Clearly, then, Yahweh expects 
us to heed His warnings and to 
obey Him with all our heart, 
even to our deepest, innermost 
thoughts. “Have this mind in 
you,” Paul writes in Philippians 
2:5-6, “which was also in the 
Messiah Yahshua: who, exist-
ing in the form of Elohim, 
counted not the being on an 
equality with Yahweh a thing 
to be grasped….” How candidly 
plain! The obedience of Yahshua 
the Messiah was so grounded in 
humility and generosity that dis-
obedience to His Father was, for 
Him, unthinkable. Is anything 
less expected of all those whom 
Messiah would call? 

It is essential for the sincere 
worshiper to offer to Yahweh 
tithes and offerings untainted 
by the baalism that brought 

Judah and Israel to such abys-
mal destruction. In his last days, 
Dasius understood this, and, so, 
he refused to corrupt himself. 

“You offer polluted bread 
upon my altar,” the prophet 
Malachi charged ancient Israel in 
Malachi 1:7. Yet Israel remained 
haughty and hard of heart, 
questioning Yahweh even as the 
words of His prophet burned in 
her ears: “In what [way] have 
we polluted you?” Malachi’s 
response was straightforward. 
“In that you say, The table of 
Yahweh is contemptible. And 
when you offer the blind for 
sacrifice, it is no evil! And 
when you offer the lame and 
sick, it is no evil! Present it 
now unto your governor; will 
he be pleased with you? Or 
will he accept your person? 
says Yahweh of hosts.” (Mala-
chi 1:7b-8).

Malachi (which in Hebrew 
means my messenger) knew that 
the longsuffering of Yahweh 
far outstripped the patience of 
human leaders. Yet Israel was 
quick to honor men with their 
gifts while taking Yahweh for 
granted, thinking Yahweh’s pa-
tience with sinners inexhaustible. 
It is a terrible thing to try the 
patience of Yahweh, or to dis-
honor Him by approaching His 
throne with a vain, or impure, 
offering. 

The admonitions of Malachi 
in the days of Nehemiah carry 
timeless instructions about tith-
ing and giving. We are asked in 
Malachi 3:8-9, “Will a man rob 
Elohim? [What a question!] Yet 
you rob me. But you say, In 
what have we robbed you? In 
tithes and offerings. You are 
cursed with the curse; for you 
rob me, even this whole na-
tion.” As we learned in Leviticus 
27:30-33, the tithe is always holy 
to Yahweh. Yahweh’s messenger 

Paul taught that 
Yahweh’s Law 
was living and 

active, and none 
more so than the 

Law of tithing 
and the giving of 

gifts. 
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Continued from page 12.

was right! The whole nation of 
Israel had broken the eighth 
commandment! The Israelites 
had forgotten Yahweh who made 
them, and they brought upon 
themselves a devastating curse. 

By the time of Dasius’s death, 
Yahshua’s pure message of Truth 
had been absolutely corrupted 
by unscrupulous and ignorant 
men. Even in Paul’s time, so close 
upon the heels of the Messiah’s 
death and resurrection, men were 
already mixing truth with error. 

Judah, writing also in the mid-
first century of the common era, 
recognized the corruption that 
was endangering the fledgling 
Apostolic Assembly. His warning 
in Judah, verse 4, reverberates 
down through the ages even 
to our time. “For there are 
certain men who sneaked in 
secretly, even they who were 
of old written of beforehand 
to this condemnation, lawless 
men, turning the grace of our 
Elohim into lasciviousness,” 
and, thereby, Judah contends, 
DENYING Yahshua Himself by 
their lawlessness. 

It is a great irony that the 
Roman soldier Dasius—revered 
as a saint by Catholicism—
actually died repudiating the 
compromising lasciviousness that 
has become incorporated into 
nominal religion. Paul told the 
Corinthians “Be not unequally 
yoked with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship have righ-
teousness and iniquity? Or 
what communion has light 
with darkness? And what 
concord has the Messiah with 
Belial? Or what portion has a 
believer with an unbeliever?” 
(2 Corinthians 6:14-15). Dasius 
took that admonition seriously. 
So should we! 

Almighty Yahweh, in His 
Word, has provided a plan for 
perfecting the character of the 

human beings He created. Part 
of that plan includes tithing and 
giving gifts to the Most High, 
just as Yahweh gives great gifts 
to mankind. But our gifts must 
be offered to Yahweh from a 
pure heart—unfeigned in its 
generosity. True Worshipers are 
commanded to separate them-
selves from the vanity of the 
world. By faithfully tithing and 
by offering Yahweh gifts from 
the bounty He has provided, we 
draw closer to our Creator. We 
take on the character of Yahweh 
by doing so. We become, as Paul 
said, imitators of the Messiah 
Yahshua. There is no higher 
calling, and no greater quest. 

Today, the Assemblies of 
Yahweh is carrying the mes-
sage of salvation to the ends of 
the earth, just as we were com-
manded by Yahshua the Messiah 
in Matthew 28:19-20. Through 
The Sacred Name Broad-
caster, and over the airwaves 
via commercial radio stations 
and Radio WMLK, the Truth is 
now powerfully heralded to the 
nations. 

But Yahweh has affirmed in 
His Word that it is up to each one 
of us, as individuals, to contrib-
ute toward the fulfillment of that 
Great Commission. Are you doing 
your part? Are you honoring 
Almighty Yahweh by faithfully 
tithing and giving Yahweh gifts 
so others might learn the Truth 
of His salvation? 

Sincere people down through 
history have sacrificed diligently 
so that you might hear this mes-
sage. Yahweh expects you to do 
your part, and He has prepared a 
blessing for those who obey. “The 
wicked earns deceitful wages; 
but he that sows righteousness 
has a sure reward. He that 
is steadfast in righteousness 
shall attain to life….” (Prov-
erbs 11:18-19b).    

as its constitution. 
In anticipation of that King-

dom to come, Yahweh is asking 
His people to learn the benefits 
of living the Kingdom way of 
life. In this way, they are prepar-
ing for the coming reign of the 
Messiah. Yahweh’s people have 
already achieved peace and joy 
in their hearts through obedience 
to Yahweh’s commandments. 
Yahweh is not the Elohim of 
confusion (Babylon), but of peace 
(Hebrew—shalom) (1 Corinthians 
14:33). 

You may receive that quality of 
peace into your life of which Paul 
writes in Philippians 4:7, “And 
the peace of Yahweh, which 
passes all understanding, 
shall guard your hearts and 
your thoughts in the Messiah 
Yahshua.” 

Have you been seeking peace 
in your life? Then come to 
Yahweh! HE WILL NOT DISAP-
POINT YOU. Come to the Sar 
Shalom—the Prince of Peace, 
Yahshua the Messiah. Obey the 
Law of Yahweh, and you will 
come to know peace and content-
ment, because Yahweh is love 
and will show mercy toward 
those who repent of their sins. 
He makes wars to cease to the 
ends of the earth—and perhaps, 
at this moment, the greatest 
conflict and war is the conflict 
within your heart and life. “He 
makes wars to cease to the 
end of the earth; He breaks 
the bow, and cuts the spear in 
pieces; He burns the chariots 
in the fire.” (Psalm 46:9). 

Your quest for lasting peace 
will be rewarded when you stop 
fighting against Yahweh and His 
Law! May that day come soon 
for all the earth!   

PROPHETIC
TRENDS
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The Seven Lamps of Yahweh
by Elder Jacob O. Meyer

“Declaring the end from 
the  beginning.”

(Isaiah 46:9-10)

The book of Revelation is an unveiling of 
events that will occur at the end of the age. 
Its 22 chapters, containing only 404 verses, 
need not terrify the Bible student with de‑
scriptions of beasts, major wars, martyrdoms, 
famines, and destructive earthquakes. 

Will you familiarize yourself with the 
Author of the book of Revelation? A bless‑
ing awaits each Bible student who reads, 
hears, and does the words of the prophecy 
of this book! Write for more information on 
this first volume of  Commentary on the 
Book of Revelation by Elder Jacob O. 
Meyer. Write to: 

Assemblies of Yahweh
PO Box C

Bethel, PA 19507

(717) 933-4518
www.assembliesofyahweh.com


