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Learning is enhanced when teachers think 
purposefully about curricular planning. The UbD 
framework helps this process without offering a 
rigid process or prescriptive recipe.

The UbD framework helps to focus curriculum 
and teaching on the development and deepening 
of student understanding and transfer of 
learning (i.e., the ability to effectively use content 
knowledge and skill).

Understanding is revealed when students 
autonomously make sense of and transfer their 
learning through authentic performance. Six 
facets of understanding—the capacity to explain, 
interpret, apply, shift perspective, empathize, 
and self-assess—can serve as indicators of 
understanding.

Effective curriculum is planned backward from 
long-term, desired results through a three-stage 
design process (Desired Results, Evidence, and 
Learning Plan). This process helps avoid the 
common problems of treating the textbook as the 
curriculum rather than as a resource, and activity-
oriented teaching in which no clear priorities and 
purposes are apparent.

Teachers are coaches of understanding, not mere 
purveyors of content knowledge, skill, or activity. 
They focus on ensuring that learning happens, 
not just teaching (and assuming that what was 
taught was learned); they always aim and check 
for successful meaning making and transfer by 
the learner.

Regularly reviewing units and curriculum against 
design standards enhances curricular quality 
and effectiveness, and provides engaging and 
professional discussions.

The UbD framework reflects a continual 
improvement approach to student achievement 
and teacher craft. The results of our designs—
student performance—inform needed 
adjustments in curriculum as well as instruction 
so that student learning is maximized.

                  GRANT WIGGINS AND JAY MCTIGHE
Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe are the coauthors of Understanding by Design and School-
ing by Design, two ASCD best-selling books that established the standard for curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment focused on deeper student understanding of standards-based 
curriculum content. Wiggins is the president of Authentic Education and works with schools, 
districts, colleges, and state and national education departments on a variety of reform 
matters. He also serves as a consultant to Pearson Publishing on 12 different textbook 
series. His work is grounded in 14 years of secondary school teaching and coaching. McTighe 
has coordinated statewide efforts to develop instructional strategies, curriculum models, 
and assessment procedures for improving the quality of student thinking. In addition to his 
work at the state level, McTighe has experience at the district level in Prince George’s County, 
Maryland, as a classroom teacher, resource specialist, and program coordinator. He also 
directed a state residential enrichment program for gifted and talented students.
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What is the Understanding 
by Design® Framework?
Understanding by Design® (UbD®) is a curriculum planning 
framework that emphasizes the development of student 
understanding and ability to transfer learning.  Using a collection 
of practical and proven design tools and templates, UbD framework 
helps educators clarify learning goals, devise revealing assessments 
of student understanding, and craft engaging learning activities 
that lead to higher achievement. 

• Unpack standards 
around “big ideas” and 
essential questions. 

• Develop rich 
performance 
assessments aligned to 
standards.

• Map a coherent and 
aligned standards-
based curriculum 
across the grades.
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THE SEVEN TENETS OF THE 
UbD® FRAMEWORK

HOW DO TEACHERS 
USE THIS FRAMEWORK?

Thousands of educators across the world use the 
Understanding by Design® framework to
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Understanding by Design, Expanded  
2nd Edition
Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe

How do you know when students understand some-
thing? How can you design learning experiences that 
make it much more likely that students understand 
content and apply it in meaningful ways? Since 1998, 
thousands of educators have used Understanding by 
Design® framework to answer these questions and 
create more rigorous and engaging curricula. This 
expanded second edition gives you even more tools 
and strategies for results-oriented teaching. Two 
renowned authorities describe the backward design 
process that leads to increased student understand-
ing and mastery of subject matter.

(ASCD book, 2005) 8 1/2” x 11”, 370 pages. Moving Forward with 
Understanding by Design DVD

Now that thousands of educators 
use Understanding by Design® (UbD®) 
framework to create results-oriented 
curricula, here’s your opportunity to see 
examples of best practice in implement-
ing this breakthrough approach. Use the 
DVD in workshops, team meetings, and 
professional development events to take 
audiences to the frontlines of schools 
that are implementing UbD framework 
systemwide. Throughout the program, UbD 
experts Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe and 
practitioners describe the critical elements 
of getting started and succeeding with UbD 
framework. Interviews with educators who 
have implemented UbD framework district- 
and statewide illuminate keys to success.

(ASCD DVD, 2007) One 75-minute video program with 
an online Facilitator’s Guide.

Format List Price Member 

Video $319 $279
Stock # 607012XA3 
 

Understanding by Design Professional 
Development Workbook
Jay McTighe and Grant Wiggins

Implementing popular Understanding by Design® 
(UbD®) framework is much easier when you use this 
in-depth resource for workshops, curriculum teams, 
and teacher training. This collection of templates, 
design tools, examples, and exercises helps you give 
all staff members a firm grasp of key UbD frame-
work principles, including 

• How to use backward design to align curricu-
lum with assessment and instruction. 

• Why to focus curriculum on the “big ideas” in 
your content standards. 

• Which learning activities are more apt to 
enable students to achieve desired results.

Give staff members at all levels clear action steps 
they need in every stage of the UbD process.

(ASCD book, 2004) 8 1/2” x 11”, 295 pages.

BEST-SELLER!

BEST-SELLER!

BEST-SELLER!

Unpacking the Common Core 
Standards Using the UbD 
Framework DVD
Use this DVD to explain how the Under-
standing by Design® framework furthers 
your efforts to implement the Common 
Core State Standards. Understanding by 
Design framework’s authors Grant Wiggins 
and Jay McTighe and experts on curriculum 
design explain how to unpack standards 
and create units and lessons that reflect 
the Common Core standards’ rigorous 
goals in both English language arts and 
mathematics.

(ASCD DVD, 2012) One 55-minute DVD.

Format List Price Member 

Video $219 $169
Stock # 612059XA3

UNDERSTANDING BY DESIGN® and UbD® are registered 
trademarks of Backward Design, LLC used under license.

Format List Price Member 

Print $32.95  $25.95 
E-Book $31.99 $24.99
Stock # 103055XA3

Format List Price Member 

Print $26.95 $21.95 
Stock # 103056XA3

Solving 25 Problems in Unit Design: 
How Do I Refine My Units to Enhance 
Student Learning?
Jay McTighe and Grant Wiggins

Curriculum design experts Jay McTighe and 
Grant Wiggins have reviewed thousands of 
curriculum documents and unit plans across a 
range of subjects and grades. In this book, they 
identify and describe the 25 most common 
problems in unit design and recommend how 
to fix them—and avoid them—when planning 
new units. McTighe and Wiggins, creators of the 
Understanding by Design® framework, help you 
use the process of backward design to trouble-
shoot your units and achieve tighter alignment 
and focus on learning priorities. Whether you’re 
working with local or national standards or with 
other learning goals, you can rely on their prac-
tical and proven solutions to promote deeper 
and better learning for your students.

(ASCD Arias publication, April 2015) 5” x 7 3/4”, 64 pages.

Format List Price Member 

Print $12.99  $9.99 
E-Book $6.99 $5.99
Stock # SF115046XA3
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Is open-ended; that is, it typically 
will not have a single, final, and 
correct answer.

Is thought-provoking and 
intellectually engaging, often 
sparking discussion and debate.

Calls for higher-order thinking, such 
as analysis, inference, evaluation, 
prediction. It cannot be effectively 
answered by recall alone.

Points toward important, 
transferable ideas within (and 
sometimes across) disciplines.

Raises additional questions and 
sparks further inquiry.

Requires support and justification, 
not just an answer.

Recurs over time; that is, the 
question can and should be 
revisited again and again.
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The Understanding by Design Guide 
to Creating High-Quality Units
Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe

Whether you are an experienced curriculum 
designer or new to Understanding by Design® 
(UbD®) framework, you will benefit from the  
latest design tools and the updated UbD unit 
Template 2.0. UbD authors Grant Wiggins and Jay 
McTighe share their insights and the practical 
tips that have helped thousands of educators 
design curriculum based on the UbD framework. 
The guide features a set of modules containing 
guiding worksheets and exercises that take you 
through the three-stage unit design process. 
The new UbD Template is illustrated with fresh 
unit samples.

(ASCD book, 2011) 8 1/2” x 11”, 119 pages with over 100 more 
downloadable pages available online.

Format List Price Member 

Print $26.95  $19.95 
E-Book $25.99 $18.99
Stock # 109107XA3 

The Understanding by Design 
Guide to Advanced Concepts in 
Creating and Reviewing Units
Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe

Regardless of your stage at implementing 
the design tools and using the improved 
template for Understanding by Design® 
(UbD®) framework, this companion to 
The UbD Guide to Creating High-Quality 
Units is essential for taking your work to a 
higher plane. This volume features a set of 
hands-on modules containing worksheets, 
models, and self-assessments that are 
essential for building more polished and 
powerful units. UbD framework’s authors 
Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe provide rich 
examples and useful tips that have helped 
designers all over the world develop effec-
tive units and courses.

(ASCD book, 2012) 8 1/2” x 11”, 134 pages.

Format List Price Member 

Print $26.95  $19.95 
E-Book $25.99 $18.99
Stock # 112026XA3

BEST-SELLER!

SAVE WHEN YOU BUY THE SET
Understanding by Design Guide 
Two-Book Set
Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe

Format List Price Member 

Print $44.95 $33.95 
Stock # 114050XA3 

Essential Questions: Opening 
Doors to Student Understanding
Jay McTighe and Grant Wiggins

Authors of the popular Understanding by 
Design® framework explain why and how to 
use essential questions in all grade levels 
and subjects to unlock the big ideas in your 
curriculum and deepen students’ under-
standing. They provide practical and proven 
guides to help you design effective essential 
questions and use them in daily instruc-
tion to engage more students in thoughtful 
learning that promotes independent learn-
ing in all grade levels and subjects.

(ASCD Premium, Select, and Institutional Plus Member 
book, April 2013) 8 1/2” x 11”, 120 pages.

Format List Price Member 

Print $26.95  $19.95 
E-Book $25.99 $18.99
Stock # 109004XA3 

BEST-SELLER!

The  
SEVEN DEFINING 

CHARACTERISTICS 
of a

GOOD ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION...

SAVE 25% ON THE SETS!

Essential Questions DVD

The fastest, easiest way to help teachers 
unlock the big ideas in your curriculum and 
unleash your students’ thinking skills is to 
show this new video about incorporating 
essential questions into instruction. Based 
on the best-selling ASCD book, Essential 
Questions: Opening Doors to Student Under-
standing, authors Jay McTighe and Grant 
Wiggins explain how essential questions 
used in daily instruction engage more stu-
dents in thoughtful learning that promotes 
deeper understanding in all grade levels 
and subjects. Classroom scenes in the video 
showcase best practices for using essential 
questions to develop independent learners 
and foster 21st century skills.

(ASCD DVD, 2013) One 45-minute DVD.

Format List Price Member 

Video $219 $169
Stock # 614035XA3
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