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CHECK WITH THE OFFICE TO SEE IF WE ARE BACK IN BUSINESS! 
 

WEEKLY PRAYER & STUDY GROUPS 
 

Online only at this time. 
Check website or call church office for information. 

www.willowbrookumc.org  

Willowbrook United Methodist Church  
OUR MINISTRY TOGETHER 

The ministers of this church are its members; 
those who assist them are: 

Dedicated Lay Ministry—Stephen Ministry 
Gary Kennedy—Senior Pastor 
Ruth Blum—Associate Pastor 

Rev. Jon Ierley—Pastor Emeritus 
Dr. Robb Butler—Music Director 
Carol Virolainen—Organist 

Laurie Lineberry—Director of Laity 

Russ Koan—Lay Leader 

DEADLINE FOR the June 2021 
Good News is May 7, 2021 

BEGINNING MAY 1 & 2 
Saturday Worship 
5:00 p.m.—Chapel 
Sunday Worship 

9:30 a.m.—Sanctuary 
Recorded worship available at 

Sunday E-News 
www.willowbrookumc.org or 

YouTube Willowbrook UMC Sun City AZ 

CURRENT OFFICE HOURS 
Mon-Fri—8:30 a.m.—NOON. 

 
 

Willowbrook United Methodist Church 
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”  

19390 North 99th Avenue 
Sun City, AZ 85373-1102 

 

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday 
(closed 12 - 12:30 p.m. for lunch)  

(623) 974-5637 FAX: (623) 933-5466 
Internet: http://www.willowbrookumc.org 
E-mail address: bev@willowbrookumc.org 

GOOD NEWSGOOD NEWS  

TEMPORARILY the church office is open from 8:30 a.m. to Noon Monday-Friday. Other times leave a message on the main 
phone number, 623-974-5637, and we will get back to you. Send prayer chain requests to prayerchain@willowbrookumc.org.  

Missing the May Calendar? Because at the time of printing we were unsure what activities, (if any) 
would go on, we thought it best not to include a calendar.  

Please check with the office or the E-News for the latest information. 

May 2021 Issue 

Ready for In Person Worship? 
 

Rev. Kennedy announced the first weekend in May has 
been scheduled for our first indoor worship services 
since worship was suspended on March 15, 2020. The 
plan at the time of this writing is to have one service in 
the chapel and one in the sanctuary on May 1 and 2 re-
spectively. Wearing masks and social distancing will be 
practiced.  
 

Specific details about worship may be obtained by call-
ing the church office and asking for a pastor or by read-
ing updates in the E-News or the website. We will keep 
our worship experiences in compliance with the Re-
Opening Document Willowbrook UMC submitted to The 
Annual Conference Re-Opening Committee and our 
District Superintendent for approval. That has now been 
granted.  

 

Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and 
keep on praying. Romans 12:12 
 

Are you excited yet? I have to say that I am beyond 
excitement as we soon reopen Willowbrook to in-
door in-person services. And perhaps some of that 
excitement comes from the success of our court-
yard in-person services for Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday and Easter Sunday. Even with our 6' so-
cial distancing, it was amazing to see folks and 
wave. Although we were unable to actually visit, 
the experience of being together in person to wor-
ship and praise our Lord was incredible.  
 

This past year has brought us more challenges 
than we can count on all our fingers and toes, but 
God has been with us and has lead us through to 
where we are now. It was nearly a year ago that I 
wrote in the Good News. And I will repeat some of 
what I said then, “I truly believe that all of our 
growth opportunities were given to us as ways to 
worship God by living close to Him and to thank 
Him in our given circumstances.  
 

As we begin to congregate, we may not be able to 

Rejoice, continued from previous column 

 
physically greet one another or even stand or sit next to 
each other. We may not be able to actually sing hymns. 
We may not be able to take communion as we have in 
the past. Or for that matter, have greeters or ushers in 
the usual sense. And how will we present our offerings? 
And no fellowship hour? We certainly will have to ease 
into a new process of worship. But it won’t last forever. 
And oh, just think of the opportunity to worship God in 
sight of each other.” 
 

Again, total excitement on my part to soon worship in-
doors and in-person! 
 

Yes, we will be met with new, unforeseen challenges as 
we move forward, but God will continue to be with us. 
So, let’s “rejoice in our confident hope, be patient in 
trouble, and keep on praying.” Let us be a positive. We 
are Willowbrook Strong! 
 
 

Blessed with opportunity, 
Debb Pearson, Co-Chair  
Worship Committee 



May Calendar 
(Items listed come from the main church calendar.) 

 
1 7-10 am POWWOW 
 8-10 am Food Collection 
4 9:00 am Staff-Parish ZOOM 
6 3:00 pm Worship ZOOM 
9   Mother’s Day 
13 2:30 pm Trustees ZOOM 
17 10:00 am Re-opening Plans ZOOM 
19 3:00 pm Outreach ZOOM 
25 9:00 am Church Council ZOOM 
31   Memorial Day Office Closed 

 
"First Things First" 

 
“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 

and all these things shall be yours as well”  Matthew 6:33 GHI 
 

 
 

What is important? We all make decisions daily on priorities. Do I exercise in the morning or 
in the evening? Do I eat my big meal at noon or in the evening? Do my business profits go in my 
pocket or back into the business? Do I go back to the Midwest at Easter or at tax time? Do I root for 
the local baseball team or do I root for my childhood favorite baseball team? Oh my? We face deci-
sions all day long!  

 
Here is one that has been made for us. The above scripture lets us know that putting God 

first in our lives should be our priority. Do we put God first in our lives or do we just fit God in where 
it’s convenient? The right answer is that we should put God first in our lives. That might not be the 
decision that we practice. In practice we might go a whole day without thinking about God at all. 
We’re not perfect right? True, but the Bible does offer some very basic and helpful truths from God. 
The reality is that this is a simple truth that is well-stated in the Bible in whatever version you prefer. 
The spiritual reality is that if we include God first, then we can experience God’s help in the other 
things in life. Does this mean that if we put God first other things will be easy? No, that’s not what’s 
implied here at all. The promise is that when we respond to God’s love and receive Christ in our 
lives, then we experience God’s presence with us in all the other areas of life. What we do know for 
sure is that if we don’t include God in our lives then life can be worse. I have heard so many people 
say, “I don't know how people face life without God.” I wouldn’t want to try. 

 
So, this is not rocket science. This is not a deep theological conversation. It is a simple truth. 

Put God first and everything else is better because we don’t have to “go it alone.” God helps us. 
So, there you have it, plain and simple.  

 
Sometime folks ask me what the Bible says. I am always happy to share my understanding. 

I point out a simple piece of advice in this area. I encourage people to read the Bible for them-
selves. It has been written and translated for years in ways that everyone can understand. You cer-
tainly don’t need to be a pastor or priest to understand the Bible. Read it and allow its simple truth 
to become apparent. So, “First Things First” means try making God a priority. It just might open up 
some new priorities! 

 
 

See you in church, 

Pastor Gary Kennedy 

 
 
 
 

(We celebrate 90 years or more) 
 

   6 Don Hedman 
   7 Carolyn Johannsen 
   8 Virginia Phillips 
  16 Viola Burrell 
  16 Kathy Patrick 
  20 Hazel Prather 
  26 Richard Ceser 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(We Celebrate 50 years or more) 
 

 

 2 Fred & Jeanne Poole 57th 
 24 Mel & Rose Sorensen 64th 
 26 Leslie & Virginia Phillips 75th 

Habitat Home Wall-Signing in Phoenix for the 
new home being built was online recently. 
One of the sponsors since 1997 is the Mighty 
Methodist Coalition in the Valley. Willowbrook 
proudly donates to this worthy cause through 
the Outreach Committee and personal donations.  
 
This year half of the Easter special offering goes directly 
to Habitat for Humanity for the home that is currently 
being built. Thank you to Loren Littlefield for being our 
liaison with Habitat and working so diligently along with 
other Willowbrookers to help build these homes. Once 
the home is finished there will be an open house to wel-
come the family. Watch for the date and time of this 
open house. 

Willowbrook/Benevilla 
Caregiver Support Group 
 
Are you a caregiver and seeking some help or ideas on 
how to not get totally burned out? 
 
Connie Danks, M.A., Benevilla Support Group Facilitator 
hosts a Caregiver’s Support Zoom every 1st and 3rd 
Thursday. For more information or for the link to join the 
Zoom meeting, contact Connie Danks at 623-584-4999. 

Kris Krafters 
at Work 
 
The bright and color-
ful pillowcases pic-
tured here will be 
donated to MANA 
House which pro-
vides transitional housing to formerly homeless veter-
ans. The 24 pillowcases were sewn by Kris Krafter Jill 
Zitt, who used donated cotton fabric as well as materials 
from her own sewing room. Jill also made 50 pillowcas-
es for children’s pillows. Jill has been making excellent 
use of her time during the quarantine, and is looking for-
ward to meeting the other Kris Krafters in person soon. 
 For more information about Kris Krafters, contact: 
 

Karen DeVerna at 623-376-2578  
Jane Hager at 623-977-6222  
Cathy Hoben Calhoun at 602-702-8375. 

Save the Date! 
 

Holidaze Craft Faire 
 

Friday and Saturday 
 

November 5th and 6th, 2021 
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Theological Foundation:  
Care for the Other: The people of God have been called by 
Christ to share in a deep abiding love for one another, demon-
strated in a commitment to love like Jesus, act for justice, and 
remain united in hope.  
Our Covenant Relationship:  It has long been the history of 
God’s people to enter into a covenant with God and with one 
another.  A covenant is more than a normal agreement. It is a 
chosen way of living together in which the people involved 
freely and voluntarily make binding promises to one another.    
COVID-19 Reality:  We are well aware of the fact that the nov-
el coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pan-
demic by the World Health Organization. COVID-19 is ex-
tremely contagious and is believed to spread mainly from per-
son-to-person contact. This reality is what calls us to enter into 
this covenant at this time.  
Our Church Covenant: We are people who care for one an-
other, and we care for the stranger among us.  In love and 
faith, and with God’s help, we commit to one another to pro-
tect each other’s health and safety as we seek to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. In the spirit of John Wesley’s proclama-
tion of “Do no harm, do good and stay in love with God,” we 
covenant to the following actions: 
Do No Harm 

In accordance with Romans 13, I/we will abide by the direc-

tives of the Bishop of the Desert Southwest Conference 

and his guidance on the extent and ability to open our 

church campuses and offer in-person gatherings for 

activities. 

With care for the vulnerable among us, I/we will refrain 

from attending any activities on the church campus if I 

am/we are sick with any of the common COVID-19 

symptoms, believe I/we have been exposed to some-

one who is sick, or have attended another activity of 50 

or more people in an enclosed setting over the last two 

weeks. 

Because of the love I/we have for others, within two weeks 

after attending an activity on the church campus, if I/

we test positive for COVID-19, I/we will let the church 

office know of a diagnosis. I/we also understand that 

the church may keep our identity confidential. 

Considering the health needs of others as being important, 

I/we commit to wear a face covering at all church 

gatherings to protect the health of our siblings in 

Christ. 

Do Good 
Knowing that there are those people who are unaware they 

have an active case of COVID-19, in humility I/we 

pledge to maintain a minimum distance of 6 feet from 

other members. This means that as an act of love I/we 

will not hug, shake hands, or engage in direct physical 

contact when I am/we are with others in the 

church or at church-sponsored activities. I/we 

will find other ways to greet one another with 

joy.  

Because of my/our commitment to care for others, I/

we agree to use good preventive measures, espe-

cially the wearing of face coverings, in addition 

to other measures, to prevent the spread of the 

virus through touching common surfaces. 

 

As an act of grace toward others, when in-person 

worship resumes, I/we agree to be seated in a 

designated safe distance seat, even if it is not my 

‘regular’ seat at church. I/we further covenant 

not to ask for special treatment or seating ac-

commodations unless physical needs require it.   

 

In every effort to care for others, when in-person 

worship resumes, I/we affirm the need to inform 

any guests I/we bring to church about our cove-

nant and seek to secure their cooperation in 

abiding by the covenant. 

Stay in Love with God  
Because I/we believe God is with me/us always, I/we 

seek to honor my/our faith commitment to God 

and to the church by continuing to give as I/we 

can and increase giving, if possible, to make sure 

extra expenses due to cleaning/sanitizing church 

facilities are covered. I/we do this also because of 

an awareness that during COVID-19 some in our 

community of faith have lost jobs and are strug-

gling financially.  Continued giving is an act of 

love and grace for those who can no longer do so.  

In living the principles found in scripture, I/we com-

mit to be patient and gracious with each other as 

we all seek to address the COVID-19 health and 

safety challenges and the changing information 

about the spread and nature of the coronavirus. 

Acknowledgement and Waiver 

Grounded in the love of God,  I/we acknowledge that 

the instruction from scripture is that we, as cove-

nant people, deal with disagreements and concerns 

in grace-filled ways, and, therefore, agree that we 

accept responsibility for our own choices, and the 

risk that goes along with them. I/we waive any claim 

against the church in the event that I/we or my/our 

children, if any, contract COVID-19. 

 
Philippians 4:5-7 NRSV 
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 

near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your re-

quests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. 



Your Church Council at Work 
 
The church council is composed of the 
chairs of each church committee or a 
committee representative in the absence 
of the chair, who vote on actionable 
items. Everyone from the church is en-

couraged to attend and join in discussion. 
 
Points of interest from the March 23rd meeting are: 
 
 Pastor Gary will reopen the church for in-

person worship inside Saturday and Sunday 
May 1 & 2. 

 
 Money has been approved for cameras for live 

streaming worship services. When that begins, 
the weekly devotional videos will discontinue. 

 
 A subcommittee has been formed to make 

plans for reopening group in-person meetings. 
 
 The outreach committee will be collecting 

school supplies this summer. 

 

The first full weekend of each month is Food 
Bank collection day; food for Salvation Army 
and cash for Valley View Community Food 
Bank. 

 
Our next food drive will be Saturday, 

May 1, 2021 
from 8 to 10 am in Fellowship Hall. 

 
Many thanks to Ron Leonard who continues 
to be the point person in collection of food. 

Volunteer for P.O.W.W.O.W. 
 
Willowbrook will again host a produce market using the 
drive-by method from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., Saturday, 
May 1. Remember it only costs $12 for up to 70 pounds 
of produce. If you choose to prepay online, the cost is 
$13. 
 
We need volunteers to help with our next POWWOW. 
There are two volunteer shifts.  
  Early shift 6-8:15am 
  Second shift 8-10:15am.  

To volunteer, please contact Liz Peck at 
e.peck@zona.net. 

Willowbrook Book Club meets on Zoom! Usually 
we meet on the fourth Thursday at 1:30pm! If you 
are interested in being a part of HOOKED ON 
BOOKS, contact Nancy Prevost and she will send 
you a Zoom invitation before the next meeting. 
Nancybp7@gmail.com  
 
We have a great group and we are looking forward 
to being in person where we can meet some of the 
new people face-to-face. (or mask-to-mask) 
 
Below are the books we are discussing for the next 
couple of months: 
 
May 27—The Round House by Louise Erdrich 
June 24—The Fall of Marigolds by Susan Meissner 

ANDREW PHONE MINISTRY 
Do you know someone without a com-
puter who would like to receive a rec-
orded message of encouragement 
from the pastor each Sunday morning 
on their phone? Simply have them call 
the church office to ask that their name 
be added to the Andrew list. 623-974-5637 

HART PANTRYHART PANTRYHART PANTRYHART PANTRY    
 
The basic mission of Helping At Risk 
Teens (HART) Pantry is to provide 
weekend food bags to teens who are 
homeless or living in a situation with 

no adult support. These food bags provide single serv-
ing, shelf stable easy-open foods. We also provide fresh 
bread and fruit when possible. 
 
Current HART Pantry Needs: 

Peanut Butter (10-16 oz. jars) 
Protein Bars 
Toaster Pastries 
Pudding or Fruit Cups 
Juice Boxes 
Ramen Noodles 
Assorted Canned Pasta 

 
Bring donations to the baskets in the church library. 

MAY LECTIONARY YEAR B (2021) 

May 2 
. 

Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31; 
1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8 

May 9 
Mother’s Day 

Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 
1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17 

May 13 
Ascension of Lord 

Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47; 
Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53 

May 16 
Ascension Sunday 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 
1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19 

May 23 
Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24—34, 35b; 
Romans 8:22-27; John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 

May 30 
Trinity 

Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29; 
Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17 

  

Wesley awarded $7,500 by 
Arizona Republic/ AZCENTRAL.COM 

for Season for Sharing 
 
Wesley is so pleased to have been selected to receive 
funding to support Helping Low-Income Children and 
Families in Maryvale, Phoenix. On average and prior to 
COVID-19, Wesley served 350 children annually in the 
after-school and summer program with high quality, 
structured, safe, out-of-school programming. All of these 
children are low-income and primarily Hispanic. They 
depend on Wesley for affordable, quality, out-of-school 
programming.  
 
For more information about Wesley Center, go to https://
wesleycenterphx.org/wesley-community-health-center/ 
 
Arizona Gives Day was officially April 6, but donations 
are taken throughout the year. You can donate to them 
through Arizona Gives at https://www.azgives.org/
wccphx. 

www.willowbrookumc.org 

Saturday, May 1, 2021 
In Wilson Hall from 

8:00-10:00 a.m. 
Non-perishable food 

& water or cash 



Rev Gary  revgary@willowbrookumc.org 
Rev Ruth  ruthblum49@gmail.com 
Laurie  Llineberry@dscumc.org 
Bev  bev@willowbrookumc.org 
Betty  betty@willowbrookumc.org 
Robb  robb2mus@gmail.com 
Carol  carol.virolainen@gmail.com 
Cynthia  bev@willowbrookumc.org  
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SEND PRAYER REQUESTS TO: 
 

prayerchain@willowbrookumc.org 

Our condolences to family and friends 
on the death of the following Willow-
brook members &/or family & friends:  
 

 
 Patricia Stark on March 19 
 Lorraine Dameron 
 Mike Ellenburg on March 29 
 Mary Banks on March 30 
 Rev. David Liscomb on April 6 
 Robert G. Wilber, Sr., September 1, 2016 
 Alice O. Wilber, April 16, 2018 

Pray for the following members in a 
Group Home or Care Facility: 

 
 

 Richard Ceser     Garden Ridge 
 Helen Duke      Arbor Ridge 
 Dot Habkirk      Brookdale Union Hills 
 Larry Hudson     Woodmark 
 Muriel Lundy  The Palms Assisted Living 
 Joanna Lynn  Guardian Care Home 
 Fern McKnight     Sagewood Assisted Living 
 Judy Neiman     EnClave@Chandler 

 Robert Nelson     Family Matters Care 
 Doris Olson      Beatitudes 
 Hazel Probio     Sun City West Assist Living 
 Martha Stromgren     Annie’s Care Home 
 Dorothy Zimmerman    Anna’s Assisted Living 

Justa Note . . .Justa Note . . .Justa Note . . .Justa Note . . .    
 

 

Thank you for your continued support of Justa 
Center either with monetary or physical donations. 
Bring NEW donations to the center at 1001 W 
Jefferson Street, Phoenix, AZ 85007 twice a 
month between 8-11 AM. If you plan on deliver-
ing directly, please call 602-254-6524. 
 
May 1 & May 15 bring NEW items: 
 
Bottled Water  Paper Towels 
Pens   Women’s Briefs (p/s—3x) 
Deodorant  S/S T-shirts (all sizes) 
Bottled Gatorade or Propel 
Powdered Laundry Detergent 
Individually wrapped spoons 
 
You may also bring donations to the Church library. 

Easter Special Offering 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Easter 
Special Offering. As of the deadline for the Good 
News we do not have a final amount. We will re-
port in the June Good News. 
 
What a joy to donate to Habitat for Humanity and 
Meals on Wheels in Sun City and neighboring 
communities. 

WILLOWBROOK E-NEWS 

& SUNDAY SERMON 

 
Have you been receiving Thursday weekly updates 
from the church during the pandemic? Have you 
been receiving the online Sunday worship service?  
 
If you would like to receive them in your email, 
send me an email with your request. Provide your 
email address, phone number and name. 
 

Betty Shepherd betty@willowbrookumc.org 

Outreach Committee 
 

Donations now and throughout the summer 
months: 
 Justa Center (www.justacenter.org 
 Hart Pantry, (https://hartpantry.org)  
 Wesley Center & Health Center (https://

wesleycenterphx.com.)   
 UMOM ((https://umom.org)  
 
Boxes for donations are now located in the library at 
Willowbrook (across from the office). 
 
The above websites share a lot of information about 
these non-profit organizations Willowbrook has support-
ed for some time. They can also be found on Facebook. 
Monetary support is always welcome. 
 
We will continue to post specific needs in the Good 
News each month as they arise.   
 

Thank you for your kindness and support! 
 

 Please bring your donations during office hours.   
*Currently 8:30 a.m.—Noon* 

 If you need information about donating to these non-
profit organizations email or call Ann Martin:  

      nissyann64@hotmail.com 480-215-5735  

Benji Fund Helps the Salvation Army 
 
Remember, Benji loves children so this year he is col-
lecting funds toward the Back-to-School clothing and 
backpack drive for the Salvation Army.  
 
During May, June and July you may drop donations at 
the church office or mail checks to Willowbrook with 
Benji in the memo line.  

Honor the life or memory of a 
loved one. Purchase the altar 
flowers for a worship service as 
a beautiful expression of your 
love. 

 
In the Flower Book in the narthex, write your name, 
your loved one’s name, the occasion and the date 
you would like to have the altar flowers presented. 
 
Bring or mail your check marked “flowers” to the 
office or place in the offering plate. 

 
www.WillowbrookUMC.org 

In the office we have the following 
items found here at the church: 
 Man’s suit coat 
 Hearing aid 
 Wooden crucifix 
 Metal stretch bracelet parts 

 
Call 623-974-5637 for more information. 

Each month we join other churches in 
prayer for churches of the West District in 
the Desert Southwest Conference. 
   

  MAY 
First UMC, Phoenix 
First UMC, Sun City 

First UMC, Yuma 


