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Pictured: Larry Hudson knits a baby blanket for a child in
need. Mary McFadden crochets a scarf for a friend. Maria
Whyte & B.J. Blankenship help finish adult bibs.
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The Kris Krafters are known for generously giving to
others who are in need. But once-in-a-while, it is good to
reflect on what the Kris Krafters give to each other.
Christian fellowship gives the Kris Krafters a powerful
tool for healing. At a recent meeting in Wilson Fellowship Hall, several people were welcomed back from
hospitalizations, rehab, and chronic illnesses. There
were lots of smiles and greetings for those who were
missed.

WEEKLY PRAYER & STUDY GROUPS
SUN
MON
WED
WED

Being able to come to church, gather together and do
something productive marked a milestone of recovery.
We rejoice with them as they continue to recover.

Pray w/Stephen Min 10:30 am—Prayer Room
Intercessory Prayer 2:00 pm—Library Lounge
GriefShare
9:30 am—Library Lounge
Art & Soul
9:30 am—Wilson Fellowship Hall

Everyone is welcome to come join the Kris Krafters on
Thursday, August 1 & 15 at 9:00 a.m. in Wilson Fellowship Hall.

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
Mon-Thu—8:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Fri—8:30 a.m.—12:00 Noon
Closed for lunch—12:00-12:30 p.m.

www.willowbrookumc.org

Willowbrook United Methodist Church
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Sabbath Celebration
5:00 p.m.—Chapel
***

Sunday Worship
9:30 a.m.—Sanctuary
***

Sunday Mosaic Worship
11:00 a.m.—Chapel

DEADLINE FOR the SEPTEMBER, 2019
Good News is AUGUST 5, 2019

OUR MINISTRY TOGETHER
The ministers of this church are its members;
those who assist them are:
Dedicated Lay Ministry—Stephen Ministry
Gary Kennedy—Senior Pastor
Sande Kimbel—Associate Pastor
Steve Marshall—Associate Pastor
Ruth Blum—Associate Pastor
Rev. Jon Ierley—Pastor Emeritus
Dr. Robb Butler—Music Director
Carol Virolainen—Organist
Loretta Nash—Sabbath Musician
Russ Koan—Lay Leader

T/ 3( 4 3!
W/1’4 &?
T/ C/! ( R!!# 4 &/  1- '%+!
A fresh coat of paint is brightening
up the Choir Room at Willowbrook.
Under the direct supervision of Dick
Preisendorf, several volunteers
gave the Choir Room a good washing, a coat or two of primer and
paint. Thanks to Fred Poole, Gene
Ambroson, Sharon Major, Cathy
Hoben Calhoun and Robb Butler.

Sunday, September 15
The worship service will be led by
United Methodist Women
Guest speaker will be from Wesley Community Center
NOTE: As you clean out your closets this summer, remember
we will be having an ACCESSORY FASHION SHOW in
October. Following the fashion show, all items will be donated
to WHEAT’s Clothes Silo*. We are looking for scarves, costume jewelry and purses. Items should be in good condition.
*What is WHEAT’s Clothes Silo?
In 1985, WHEAT founded its Clothes Silo, a major program
serving a vital need in our community by providing that
“something extra” for women who are looking to be gainfully
employed. The services provided by WHEAT’s Clothes Silo
help economically disadvantaged women acquire jobs, succeed in the workplace, build careers and achieve the ultimate
goal of an improved quality of life for their children and families.
Appropriate attire is essential for succeeding in an interview
and acquiring a job, but most economically disadvantaged
women can’t afford appropriate clothing; without the clothes,
they can’t get a decent job. WHEAT’s Clothes Silo solves this
problem by providing a personal shopper to each client in our
boutique, filled with women’s apparel. Each client is welcomed to WHEAT’s Clothes Silo by our cadre of volunteers
as she prepares for a job interview that can change the
course of her life. Our volunteers and staff gently guide the
client through the clothing selection process, making recommendations and nurturing her self-esteem. Clients are given
one complete outfit of business attire for the job interview or
their first day on the job. Many women walk out the door of
WHEAT’s Clothes Silo on a cloud – amazed and overjoyed at
their own reflection in the mirror.
WHEAT’s Clothes Silo serves over 7,000 women in Arizona,
annually, with a free, professional outfit. These women are
referred from 123 statewide social service and job-readiness
training agencies.
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
(We celebrate 90 years or more)
4
Lucille Jacobson
5
Alice Wilber
8
Jean Johns
11
Glennis Fuller
12
Robert Nelson
12
Howard Smucker
14
Virginia Vandenberg
18
Milton Adams
19
Betty Rae Moody
27
Olive Crowthers
28
William Shackelford
31
Crystal Rollf

For as long as I can remember, the hills above the city of my birth, Ventura, California have had
two majestic trees growing high above the city, like two sentinels looking over the inhabitants below, I
have always remembered them, two solitary trees standing over a beautiful city on the Pacific Ocean.
It was at the base of those rolling hills where I sat and studied my assignments from Ventura College
where I started my college classes. I would watch sail boats on the ocean as I sat on the lawn of the
college beneath those hills with the two trees on them.
I remember standing with my father one day looking at the trees when I was a young man and
he told me, almost embarrassed to share, that when he was a boy he used those trees as the focal
point of a school assignment in creative writing. He shared with me that he wrote a story about pirates
sailing up the California coast with treasure that they wanted to hide. They selected the base of those
two trees to bury their treasure. I have remembered that ever since.
When I saw the trees recently I thought that there were the two trees as always. I found out differently. What I didn’t know was that those trees were actually the last of 13 original trees planted in
1898. That was fascinating. What I found out next was sad. One tree had died and was replaced to
give the appearance of the famous “two trees”, and then in the Thomas fire over a year ago the last
tree, which was old and struggling, was burnt by the fire and is no longer alive. I am grateful that there
are still trees up on the hill but they are not the trees of my childhood. Does it make a difference? Emotionally in terms of memories and the fondness of looking at them, yes, in terms of beautiful trees, no. I
do like knowing the truth.
There is another story, this one found in the Bible that proves different than our memories. Do
you recount the story of Adam and Eve? What we might remember is that Eve after being tricked by
the serpent ate the apple from the forbidden tree and then gave some to Adam and he ate as well.
Well, a closer reading shows that Genesis 2-4 actually reveals some important details when you actually read it and it shows that there were two trees. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Genesis
2:17) and also the tree of life (Genesis 3:24) are described in the story. Does it make a difference
whether it is one tree or two? It sure does! There is so much more to understand by looking at what
these two trees represent. The whole story of the crucifixion and resurrection has greater meaning in
light of the understanding of good and evil. The whole New Testament story is richer with these details
and understanding. The tree of life represents the eternal life like the promise that Jesus made to the
criminal who was being crucified with him when he assured him that, “Trully I tell you, today you will be
with me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:43) There are so many fascinating points to the Bible. Understanding
the fullness of scripture is for me like looking at the real historical trees. Don’t be shortchanged by not
looking at scripture in the fullness of its context and truth. So here’s the plug! Please come and join us
in the Pastors Academy when we look at the interesting details of the Bible and how they offer truths to
us today.

Pastor Gary Kennedy

They come lie the sun’s rays
To heal our soul and our hearts
For we must always know that;
In our lives He has a part.
This note of love is sent
That prayers for all will be heard
All the love being sent to you
Is found in the pages of God’s Word.

Marian Sheeley (7/2/2019)

Dearest Willowbrook Friends & Family,
Thank you all so very much for your thoughts & prayers,
cards & well wishes given me during my recovery. They have
meant so much to me.
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AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
(We Celebrate 50 years or more)
Chap & Mary June Fisher
60th
Steve & Marian Roberts
50th
Terry & Carolyn Smith
51st
Steve & Sue Marshall
50th
Gale & Peggy Schauerman 63rd
Tom & Marty Holler
57th
Paul & Murt Meierhenry
61st
Bill & Trudy Merle
57th
Ben & Patricia Stark
70th
Gilbert & Esther Ortega
72nd
Don & Jean McPherson
63rd
Dale & Sharon Bachler
58th
Jim & Lucille Jacobson
71st
Richard & Mary Wright
65th
Dwayne & Deb Pearson
50th

Does the Bible speak truth today? It does to me! Again, come join us in Pastor’s Academy after
we finish our current study entitled “Nearing Home”! Studying the Bible is like sitting under a great old
tree. That seems cool to me.
See you in church,

In our hour of need
Let God’s Blessings flow
For He is with us always
Time and place we do not know.

PRAYERS FOR
WEST DISTRICTCHURCHES
AUGUST
Mountain View UMC, Cottonwood
New Church Start, Yuma
New Song UMC, Surprise
Nuevo Pacto, Phoenix
Each month we join other churches in prayer for
churches of the West District in the Desert Southwest
Conference.

I am on the mend, and look forward to being there with you all
again soon!
Most sincerely,

Linda Bonnell
You may know that I have been ill for the better part of the
last year, and I want to take this opportunity to thank all of
you for your prayers, calls, cards and many other kindnesses.
I am doing much better for which I am very grateful. Special
thanks go to our pastoral staff for their visits and care. I especially look forward to the Andrew Ministry messages on Sunday mornings.
My husband and I were Stephen Ministers many years ago
and so enjoyed serving in that capacity; but now that I’ve
been on the receiving side, I better understand what an important and vital ministry it is. Please know how appreciative I
am for all your expressions of love and concern.
Lovingly,
Bette Mann

Ice Cream Social & Movie—Friday, August 16, 6:00 p.m.,
$2. Enjoy an evening of entertainment and
fellowship while eating ice cream sundaes with
all the toppings. Tickets will be sold at the
Youthful Seniors table. or contact Nancy
Prevost at 623-476-5277

The Friend who can be silent with us in a moment of
despair or confusion, who can stay with us in an hour
of grief and bereavement, who can tolerate not knowing, not healing and face us with the reality of our
powerlessness, that is the friend who cares.
—Henri Nouwen

ALL Youthful Senior activities
are open to EVERYONE—
family, friends, and neighbors!
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Metho Travelers Trips:
<www.methotravelers.org>
Mesa Market Place Swap Meet—Friday, October 4, $30.
Cost includes transportation, gratuities, admission, and a
dessert stop on the return trip. Enjoy a day of recreational
shopping and live music entertainment. There is more than a
mile of covered breezeways and 1600 shop spaces. All merchandise is new. So many interesting products to see, even if
you’re not a shopper and don’t buy a thing. Come dine, visit,
shop, relax and laugh with friends.
West Coast Getaway Cruise—Thursday, December 5 to
Monday, December 9, 5 days, 4 nights. Includes Catalina
Island, CA and Ensenada, Mexico.
Southern Caribbean Cruise—Monday, February 24 to Friday, March 6, 12 days, 11 nights. Ports include: Grand Turk,
St. Thomas, Dominica, Grenada, Bonaire and Curacao.

We like to think of summer as being a
relaxing, enjoyable time. But hurts,
struggles, crises and problems
don’t take a vacation.
Many times our difficulties seem even worse
during the summer months
because everyone else seems to be
enjoying life while your are feeling down.
If you are experiencing this “down” time
—emotionally, spiritually or relationally—
you don’t have to suffer alone.
Contact the Stephen Ministers
to help you through whatever you
or someone you know is facing.
It’s free! It’s confidential!
And it will make a wonderful difference!
We’re here to help. Just call on us.
We’ll be there because we care and care deeply.

Hunger continues to be one of the largest social issues in our
community. The Salvation Army provides direct services to
our communities’ most vulnerable. The Army’s Surprise location is an “official” hydration station for our area.

Recently received messages of thanks:
“On behalf of HART PANTRY I wish to thank
you for your recent donation. I am aware that
there are many good and important non-profits
in the valley and it is a true blessing that you
choose to continue to support Hart Pantry’s
mission.”
“Thank you so much for your generous donation to Sun
City Meals on Wheels. Please know that the
contribution is greatly appreciated. It is our
mission to make a difference in the lives of
those we serve. We use your donation to subsidize meals for those clients who cannot afford to pay for their meals. Your financial assistance will truly help us in this endeavor.”
“On behalf of Valley View Community
Food Bank, I would like to thank you
for your recent contribution. Your financial support helps us to continue in our
mission and to assist people in our
community. The generous support of individuals like you
makes it possible for our organization to exist and to
continue fighting hunger!”




Sign up at the Metho Travelers table or contact: Janet Glick
at 217-725-1301, jmg6608@gmail.com or Carol Cooper at
623-217-5384, bobandcarol2@cox.net.

Water and Food Needed

J+4 1 N! $(!# / P(4 -



Our condolences to family and friends
on the death of the following
Willowbrook members & family &
friends:



Diane Haugen on June 23
Ken Miller on July 15

The executive committee and I bid each and every brother in
Christ a fond hello. We are excited about the upcoming
events this October, and the opportunity to share God’s word
with all of you.
As all organizations do, our executive committee has ups and
downs. We have some holes on our executive board that
need to be filled.
Our secretary, Carolyn Cooper has asked to step away because of some outside responsibilities. Vice-President Loren
Littlefield who has been an active member since 2002 has
graciously asked to have his position filled as well.
We bring this to your attention in an effort to preserve this
valuable program and help it grow and continue to provide
different avenues of faith-building in our vibrant community.
Should you feel moved to volunteer to fill either of these positions, please contact me, David Shontz, Ken Mowry or Loren
Littlefield. Or even possibly ask Carolyn questions about the
secretary position.

Richard Meyer
President, United Methodist Men

“Your gift came across my desk today
and I was incredibly moved. Your generosity will change the lives of families,
women, and youth at UMOM.
Because of you in 2018:
3,367 families were served in our family
housing hub;
77% of UMOM clients exited from our programs to positive housing;
8,675 individuals were served in 2017-2018
to help end homelessness,”

“On behalf of the Salvation Army, we
would like to thank you for your generous
gift. We will use your donation wisely and
apply it towards our efforts to assist the
needy. These are folks who live in our
neighborhoods, who shop at our grocery stores, and
unfortunately are facing challenging times during this
economical set back.”
None of these donations could have been made without
the support of our Willowbrook community. On behalf of
the Outreach/Missions Committee, THANK YOU!
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With that in mind, over the next few months, the Salvation
Army has asked us to remember to donate bottled water as
well as non-perishable foods.

Lunch Cost—ONLY $5.00
Sign-ups at UMM Table in Wilson Fellowship Hall
Women are always welcome!

Thank you for your ongoing support.

August 3 & 4, 2019
Non-perishable food
& water or cash

September 5

PSST: Rumor has it Debbie Kennedy
will be our first presenter in October.

Are you new to Willowbrook and want to know more
about membership in our church? Our next Newcomers
Orientation Class is on Saturday, August 10, at 9:00
a.m. in the Library Lounge.
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New Beginnings is an informal grief-sharing group
lead by Pastor Sande Kimbel, Billie Kay Gordon and Diane
Nelson. The group meets to support people who have lost
family members or friends through death. The goal is a celebration of life, spiritual growth, stress relief, personal reflection, and an increased capacity toward happiness following
loss.
New Beginnings meets every Wednesday in the
Library Lounge at 9:30 a.m.
The regular GriefShare group sessions including videos will resume Wednesday, September 4.

In this class Pastor Ruth Blum shares information about
Methodism and Willowbrook Church as well as answering any questions that might arise.
New members will then be received on Saturday, August 24 at the 5:00 p.m. Sabbath service and on Sunday, August 25 at the 9:30 a.m. service. You are then
invited to an informal reception
following the 9:30 a.m. service in
Wilson Fellowship Hall.
Reminder: you can keep your membership in your home
church if you join Willowbrook as an Associate or Affiliate Member. Please sign up or call the church office at
623-974-5637 to let us know you plan to attend.
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Thank you to all who donated to the Benji Fund over the
past few months. Those donations were sent to Golden
Gate Center to underwrite summer activities.
Summer donations through September will be used to
support the Salvation Army’s back-to-school clothing
drive. In late summer, the Salvation Army brings children and volunteers to the Walmart on Lake Pleasant
Parkway for the opportunity to buy new clothing. I know
as a child, I always looked forward to shopping with my
mom for new clothing. To support this event, loose
change offerings can be placed in the Benji jar in Wilson
Fellowship Hall. You can also donate by check. Simply
indicate “Benji Fund” in the memo section.

Join Team Willowbrook Walkers
Walk-the-Walk to End Homelessness!
Willowbrook is participating in UMOM’s 11th
annual walk at the Phoenix Zoo. Not only are
we sending a team, but we are also sponsoring
the Hydration Station. Would you like to be part of our team?
Look for the sign-up sheet in Wilson Fellowship Hall.
DATE: Saturday, September 21
TIME:
GATES open at 6:00 a.m.; WALK: 7:00-9:00 a.m.
WHERE: The Phoenix Zoo, 455 N Galvin Pkwy, Phoenix
COST: As a sponsor, Willowbrook receives 10 free registrations. Then cost is $25 before September 9 and $35 after.
WHO gets the FREE registrations? The names of those who
have signed up before the end of August will be in a drawing.
G!!- L+.)!
Watch for T-shirts and flip-flops at the church by Thursday,
September 19th.
Those wanting to car pool need to sign up and meet at the
church at 6:00 a.m. on Saturday morning.

Here are the books we have chosen for the Fall/Winter. A few
of them are quite long, so get started NOW!
Sep 25 Outlander by Diana Gabaldon
Oct 24 Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde
Nov
NO MEETING
Dec 26 The Watchers by Dean Koontz
Jan 30 Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls
Feb 27 Happiness is a Choice You Make by John Leland
Remember, we welcome ALL Willowbrookers and friends who
enjoy reading to join us at any of our meetings on the 4th
Thursday of each month (5th Thursday in January to avoid
the Rummage Sale!) at 1:00 p.m. in the Willowbrook Library.
Questions? Call Karen Gurian 480-371-6980 or Barb Christie
623-376-7941

Honor the life or memory of a loved one.
Purchase the altar flowers for a worship
service as a beautiful expression of your love.
Locate the FLOWER BOOK in the Narthex.
Write your name, your loved one’s name, the occasion you
want to remember (birthday, anniversary, etc.) and the date
you would like to have the altar flowers presented. —Place
your $40 check marked “flowers” into the offering plate
or bring it to the office.

The Willowbrook Book Club has been enjoying
lively, informative discussions for over two years
now. We took a short break during June and July.
Our next meeting is August 22. We will meet at
the church at noon and carpool to a restaurant.
There we will discuss the books we have been reading and
our activities.

C1(3 ,(
C!.

Visit our FaceBook Page
www.facebook.com/willowbrookumc

SHARE A PRAYER with a Stephen Minister in the
Prayer Room each Sunday after the 9:30 a.m.
worship service. (The second Sunday of each
month is reserved for blood pressure screening). It matters not how many Sundays there
are, a Stephen Minister will be on hand to
SHARE A PRAYER with you.

Are you a family member caring for a loved one?
This FREE event offers family caregivers expert guidance, valuable information and in-person advice for
support on their caregiver journey.
Friday, August 23, 2019—8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Register at 623-584-4999

Lord of Life Lutheran Church
13724 W Meeker Blvd
Sun City West
(Complimentary Breakfast)
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Many of you are now taking advantage of
having Retirement Distribution Checks
sent directly to the church to satisfy your
pledge commitment. However, some distributions are coming in without a givers
name on them. This in turn makes it impossible for us to give you credit for the
giving.
Please, if you are having distribution checks sent directly to Willowbrook, be sure that the financial group sending them has your name on the check. Thank you for
helping us get it correct now and not have to try to
make is correct at the end of the year.

Bev Ampersé
Business Manager
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Our church is still collecting ALUMINUM pop
tabs to go towards helping Ronald McDonald
House Charity. Please drop your saved
ALUMINUM pop tabs in the plastic jar at the
United Methodist Men table in Wilson Fellowship Hall.
Thank you for your donations. Please
note: They do not want steel pop tabs. (If
it sticks to a magnet, it is steel.) For
questions contact Don or Elaine King
530-559-3968.
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To Karol Brecheisen and her husband
John, retired UM ministers. Karol spoke
movingly of the Christians in many countries around the world who are persecuted for their faith, but
who nevertheless persist in witnessing. She and John set up
tables with materials from Voice of the Martyrs that helped our
understanding and inspired our prayers throughout the week.
To our table leaders: Ron & Norma Hamilton, Judith Kliewer, Richard Meyer, Diane Nelson, Frank & Nancy Stynen.
To our music leaders: Jo Kozacek and Peggy Siebert for
morning worship, and Frank & Nancy Stynen in Wilson Fellowship Hall.
To our kitchen helpers, who provided a delicious breakfast
every morning: Murt Meierhenry, Arlene Davidson, Shirley
Fisher, Debb Pearson, and Janet Sjoberg.
To those who gave our morning devotions: Marilyn Burmeister, Margaret Davis, Marty Kerns, Judith Kliewer, and Thelma
Muse.
To our audio/visual techs: Edward Jones and Russ Koan.
To Lynn Koan for her excellent skits and to everyone who
performed them so well.
To Rev. Ron Hamilton for presiding at our communion service on Friday.
To Bev Amperse and Jim Troyer for technical help and setup.
To members of our Spiritual Enrichment committee for planning, decoration and implementation: Judith Kliewer (chair),
Margaret Davis, Larry Helser, Lynn Koan, Edward Jones,
Frank & Nancy Stynen.
Last but not least, thanks to everyone who contributed backto-school items for the children of Golden Gate, part of Wesley Community Center. They (and we!) appreciate your generosity.
—Pastor Sande

Sun
Sanc - Sanctuary
LL - Library Lounge
CR - Conference Room
WFH - Wilson Fellowship Hall
MR - Music Room
PR - Prayer Room
CH - Chapel
CT—Courtyard
PL—Church Parking Lot
KIT—Kitchen

4 COMMUNION
9:30 am Worship—Sanc
10:30 am Share A Prayer—PR
11:00 am Mosaic Worship—CH

11
9:30 am Worship—Sanc
10:30 am BP Check—PR
11:00 am Mosaic Worship—CH

18
9:30 am Worship—Sanc
10:30 am Share A Prayer—PR
11:00 am Mosaic Worship—CH

25
9:30 am Worship—Sanc
10:30 am Share A Prayer—PR
11:00 am Mosaic Worship—CH

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

COMING IN SEPTEMBER
2 Labor Day
5 Choir returns
5 & 19 Kris Krafters
5 & 19 Caregiver Support
14 Newcomers
20 Youthful Seniors Activity
24 Church Council

5 GOOD NEWS DEADLINE
2:00 pm Intercessory Prayer—LL

12

2:00 pm Intercessory Prayer—LL

26 GOOD NEWS PREP
12:00 Good News Prep—CR
2:00 pm Intercessory Prayer—LL
5:00 pm Stephen Leaders—CR
6:00 pm Stephen Ministers—WFH

Fri
2

9:00 am Kris Krafters—WFH
9:30 am Caregiver Support Group—LL

6
9:00 am Staﬀ Parish—CR

13

2:00 pm Intercessory Prayer—LL

19

Thu

7

14
9:30 am New Beginnings—LL
9:30 am Art & Soul—WFH

20
1:00 pm Outreach—CR

27
9:00 am Church Council—WFH

8

21
9:30 am New Beginnings—LL
9:30 am Art & Soul—WFH
1:00 pm H & W/Touches of Love—CR

28
9:30 am New Beginnings—LL
9:30 am Art & Soul—WFH
1:00 pm Craft Faire Committee—CR

15
9:00 am Kris Krafters—WFH
9:30 am Caregiver Support Group—LL

22

9

16
11:30 am Galilean FG—5 & Diner
6:00 pm Youthful Seniors—WFH

23

12:00 pm Book Club—Carpool to lunch

29

3
5:00 pm Sabbath Celebration—CH

8:30 am Winsome Widows—Brenda’s
Kitchen, 13200 N 113th Ave, Youngtown

9:30 am New Beginnings—LL
9:30 am Art & Soul—WFH
1:30 pm Stewardship Committee—CR

Sat

10
9:00 am Newcomers—LL
5:00 pm Sabbath Celebration—CH

17
5:00 pm Sabbath Celebration—CH

24
8:30 am Winsome Widows—Wildflower
Bread Co, 17530 N 75th Ave, Glendale
5:00 pm Sabbath Celebration—CH

30

31
5:00 pm Sabbath Celebration—CH

