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A Letter to the Congregation 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

I write this column just 8 days after the tragic shootings in Uvalde, Texas that killed 19 

children and 2 teachers. Just 8 days sense another act of horrific violence took 21 lives 
and yet, the horror, anger and sadness are already beginning to fade. As the news   
cycle winds down and the congress fails to take meaningful action, the memory will 
fade for all of us. Until…until the next mass shooting when we will ask ourselves, “How 
did I forget?” 
 

Forgetting is human. Getting back to our day-to-day lives is inevitable and even      
necessary, to a degree. But I want to challenge all of us to stay awake, stay engaged, 
and find the will to take faithful action. This is what the spiritual practice of “thoughts 
and prayers” is designed to do. Thinking and praying for people in need of grace,  
thinking and praying about the problems that plague our world are not meant to be 
“auto response” social media replies that absolve us of responsibility. Thinking and 
praying, on a regular basis, are meant to move us beyond ourselves so that genuine, 
compassionate action for others happens. Think, pray, act – repeat, repeat, repeat. This 
is the life of faith. 
 

Let’s not forget this time. Let’s not move on to the next news cycle. Let’s focus on the 
children lost, the families broken, and the community around us that we can impact. 
Let’s think and pray our way to a positive impact on Pleasanton. 

 

I am personally committing to praying the names of these 21 people every day, until I 
take action to support a less violent world. I hope you’ll join me in that process. As we 
pray these names, the commitments that are right for each of us will emerge. Some 
may make personal commitments to shout less, others may choose to advocate for 
policy change, or take a class in non-violent communication.  
 

We may choose to act together as a church community, but let’s begin by                 
remembering in prayer: Makenna Lee Elrod, Layla Salazar, Maranda Mathis,   
Nevaeh   Bravo, Jose Manuel Flores, Jr., Xavier Lopez, Tess Marie Mata,      
Rojelio Torres, Eliahna “Ellie” Amyah Garcia, Eliahna A. Torres, Annabell 
Guadalupe Rodriguez, Jackie Cazares, Uziyah Garcia, Jayce Carmelo   
Luevanos, Maite Yuleana Rodgriguez, Jailah Nicole Silguero, Irma Garcia, 
Eva Mireles, Amerie Jo Garza, Alexandria “Lexi” Aniyah Rubio, Alithia 
Ramirez. 
 

Think, pray, act, repeat. This is the life of faith. 

 
In Christ, 
Pastor Jenn 
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Sermons 

Sermon Topics for 
June 2022 

 
June 5: Pentecost Sunday 
Acts 2:1-21 
Holy Communion 
  
June 12: Radical Communion 
Acts 2:37-47 
Choir anthem 
 
June 19: Father’s Day 
Acts 3:1-10 (11-19) 
Handbells performance 
 
June 26: A Prayer for Boldness 
Acts 4:1-10, 16-21, 23-31 
Graduation & Scholarship Recognition 
 

Sermon Topics for 
July 2022 

 
July 3: Choosing Servant Leaders 
Acts 6:1-7  
Holy Communion 

Turning the World Upside Down 
Lynnewood Summer 2022 Series 

 
What is the meaning and purpose of the church? What is the meaning and purpose of Lynnewood 
UMC for Pleasanton, and the world, in the year 2022? This summer we’ll explore these questions    
using the Book of Acts as our guide. Acts is more than a historical chronicle of the early church; it is a 
testament to the on-going movement of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit led three radical, grace-filled 
movements in the early church: INCLUSION, THEOLOGICAL IMAGINATION, and ACTION. The         
disciples created diverse faith communities that included new people, allowed for theological      
flexibility and context, and boldly witnessed to the social and personal dimensions of the Gospel. This 
is still the Spirit’s work among us. Join us for worship as we listen for the Spirit’s whisper, respond 
more courageously to the Spirit’s fire, and catch the Spirit’s movement for change. 

  July 10: The Ethiopian Eunuch 
  Acts 8:26-39  
  Special music: Tricia Kim Walsh & Lisa Sogo 
 
  July 17: Dorcas: Called to Good Works 
  Acts 9:32-43  
  Handbells performance 
 
  July 24: Conversion of Saul 
  Acts 9:1-20  
 
  July 31: Peter’s confirmation to Gentiles 
  Acts 11: 1-18 
 

Sermon Topics for 
August 2022 

 
  Aug 7: Jerusalem Council 
  Acts 15: 1-19  
  Holy Communion 
 
  Aug 14: Paul and Silas in Jail 
  Acts 16:16-40  
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Bible Studies and Small Groups 

PRAYERS & SQUARES 
 

On May 22nd the sacred space of our sanctuary 
was adorned with over a dozen of the prayers and 
squares quilts that have been given out over the 
years.  On that same morning, prayers were asked 
for the family of Dorothy Stenstedt who passed 
away earlier in the week.  Dorothy was a beautiful 
quilter, who contributed so many lovely quilt tops 
for the prayers and squares ministry.  She will be 
dearly missed but her gift of quilting will live on in 
the quilts she helped to create providing comfort 
and love to so many.  We were blessed that      
Dorothy shared her time and talent with us.  
 
If you would like to help with this ministry, please 
contact Michele at 447-9141 or  
micheleohair@gmail.com, or Jane at 846-6412. 
 
Dorothy’s memorial service will take place on     
August 14 at 3PM with a reception afterwards. All 
are welcome to celebrate her life. 

DREAM GROUP 
 

Dream Group meets every third Thursday from 
10am-12PM. It is facilitated by Lisa Rigge, who has 
completed a Certificate in Dream Leadership and 
has conducted dream groups since 2004. The 
group is open to both members and nonmembers 
of Lynnewood We are currently meeting on Zoom. 
 

The group uses the Projective Group Method, 
which uses the phrases "If this were my dream" or 
"In my dream" in response to another's dream. We 
do not try to interpret a dream for anyone except 
ourselves. Other practices include writing exercises 
related to our dreams, and “Dream Divina,” where 
we spend time meditating on our dreams. 
 

We consider dreams to be a spiritual practice be-
cause exploration of our dreams increases our un-
derstanding of ourselves, our deepest feelings, 
how we interact with others in the world, and how 
the Divine may be working in our lives. We highly 
adhere to confidentiality of dreams shared and the 
person sharing them. 
 

For more information, please contact Lisa Rigge 
(lbrigs202@gmail.com), Claire Chow 
(clairechow@comcast.net), or Lisa Sogo 
(lisasogo@gmail.com).  

KNITTING GROUP 
 

The knitting group is on hiatus at the moment as 
they await more volunteers. If you know how to knit 
and would like to join this group, please contact 
Yvonne Greenlee.  

DARE TO QUESTION 
MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY  

 

Join this group every Monday at 7 P.M. to read and 
discuss thought-provoking books and other topics. 
All are welcome to join! 
 

Zoom Meeting ID: 822 241 9110 
Password: 4444  

NOURISH AT NOON 
 

Join Pastor Jenn at noon for a time of sharing and 
prayer. Come and nourish at noon through Zoom 
every fourth Monday of the month. 
 

This women’s spiritual formation group reads a 
variety of books, poems, and articles. It’s not a Bible 
study: the readings are a starting point for 
conversation, personal reflection, and discerning 
God’s movement in our lives. 
 

Meeting ID: 833 6207 5987 #  
Participant ID: Just press #  
Password: 4444 Mobile: Call (669) 900-6833. 
Enter the meeting ID and then the password when 
prompted.  
To MUTE or UNMUTE, please press *6  

SEASONED CITIZENS 
 

In May the Seasoned Citizens returned to Hunan 
Chef in the Valley Plaza Shopping Center. 17   
members came, filled two round tables, and       
enjoyed visiting with each other. The staff at Hunan 
Chef is always so friendly. We’ll be back! 

In June, we will try a new place that we have not 
visited as a group before. On Tuesday, June 21, 
2022 we will lunch at Vic’s All Star Kitchen on Main 
Street in Pleasanton.  

 

If you are retired, you qualify as a “seasoned 
citizen”! Contact Carol Ruley (925-829-0411 or 
carolruley@icloud.com) for more information. 

mailto:micheleohair@gmail.com
mailto:lbrigs202@gmail.com
mailto:clairechow@comcast.net
mailto:lisasogo@gmail.com
mailto:carolruley@icloud.com
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Music Notes 
In the March issue of the Lynnewood Lines, I mentioned that Lynnewood would be establishing a “Negro      
Spirituals Royalties Fund.” To refresh your memory, this fund was inspired by an initiative of the United Parish in 
Brookline, Massachusetts, through which their Minister of Music, Susan DeSelms, set up to honor the numerous 
composers of Negro spirituals whose names have been lost to history and time, contributing to a “royalties fund” 
each time a spiritual was used in worship. 
 
As of June 1, 2022, we have sung or played 12 unique titles of Negro Spirituals in worship, two of which, “Joshua 
Fit the Battle of Jericho” and “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” have been featured twice in the first half of this year. 
Some of the other titles were: 
 
Down to the River to Pray 
Deep River 
Wade in the Water 
Every Time I Feel the Spirit 
Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen 
Give Me that Old Time Religion 
Steal Away 
My Lord, What a Morning! 
‘Zekiel Saw the Wheel 
There Is a Balm in Gilead 
 
We have a total count of 14 occurrences of a Negro Spiritual used in worship at Lynnewood thus far. In our    
Music budget each year, we make provision for licensing and copyright fees. We will appropriate from this    
portion of our budget to our “Negro Spirituals Royalties Fund” for each time we use a Negro Spiritual in worship. 
The funds collected will be donated to an organization that promotes culture and arts in the Black community. 
We have identified one such organization in our East Bay Area as befitting this description — the Oakland        
Interfaith Gospel Choir. Their mission, as stated on their website, is “to inspire joy and unity among all people 
through Black gospel and spiritual music traditions.” In particular, their Oakland Interfaith Youth Choir seeks to 
positively influence young singers by providing musical, social and personal learning opportunities. 

 
As we have been blessed by the rich and soulful music of the Spirituals, let us give back or pay it forward in 
gratitude for the great impact this genre of music has made. Join us in supporting the Oakland Interfaith Gospel 
Choir. You may also write a check to Lynnewood UMC and indicate “Negro Spirituals Royalties Fund” in the 
memo. May this giving opportunity be another way for us to heal the wounds of racial injustice that so plague 
our world today. 

d 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joyfully and gratefully, 
d 
Amelia Han Riegert 
Worship Music Coordinator and Principal Accompanist 
amelia@lynnewood.org 
408-207-7353 

https://www.oigc.org/
https://www.oigc.org/donate
https://www.oigc.org/donate
mailto:amelia@lynnewood.org
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Spiritual Formation Opportunities 

Lynnewood is branching out this summer with       
fellowship opportunities in the Tri-Valley area! Please 

contact Corey with any questions on how to get    
involved. 

Each of us has unique gifts, passions, and interests. 
Come to Lynnewood this summer to discover how 
YOUR "super power" can enrich your life. Bring the 

whole family and enjoy refreshments, too!  

Walking Alongside One Another 
 

Stephen Ministers come from all walks of 
life. Their commonality? A passion for 
bringing Christ’s love and care to people 
during a time of need. You don’t have to go 
through the difficult times alone. Our       
Stephen Ministers are ready to provide you 
with confidential, one-to-one Christian care 
and support to help you through a tough 
time. Our Stephen Ministers are there to 
care. To find out more about Stephen    
Ministry for yourself or someone you know, 
please call Linda Van Pelt at 510-376-0483 
or email her at lvanpelt3513@att.net. 

Starting on June 19, Lynnewood will begin a rhythm 
after Sunday services with small group discussions 
about the sermon and fellowship brunches. Please 
stick around after worship to enjoy time as a com-

munity to connect and grow! 

mailto:lvanpelt3513@att.net
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Community Connections 

Special Conference Offering 
Tongan Relief in June 

A special conference offering will be received in June and   
dedicated to the Tongan Relief work. As you may recall, a   
devastating volcano and tsunami caused extreme destruction 
to the Tongan area in January 2022. 
 

Our Western Jurisdiction College of Bishops is calling all our 
Conferences to work together to respond to the needs of our 
beloved brothers and sisters in Tonga as they face recovery 
and renewal. A jurisdictional disaster recovery   assistance plan 
is being developed in close consultation with the Free        
Wesleyan Church of Tonga.  
d 
If you would like to help support the conference offering for 
Tonga, please submit your checks during the month of June 
either in person or mail to the church office. Please indicate 
“Tongan Relief” in the memo line of your check. Your prayers 
and your financial gifts are most appreciated 

June is Pride month. It is a month when we celebrate and 
affirm all sexual and gender expressions. It is a month when 
we see parades and celebrations across the nation and 
world. It is a celebration of the uniqueness of human      
expression. Yet, even our community has more work to do. 
 

Yes, we are affirming. Yes, we are continuing to strive to 
create spaces that are welcoming and accepting of all 
people. However, this is not a stopping point for our work; if 
anything, it is the foundation in which we strive to do more. 
Our affirmation should always lead us to continual action. 
That is what we are called to by our affirming Creator, this 
month and every month. 
 

Going to a pride parade in San Francisco or even the Pride 
events in Livermore this fall is not enough. We have to  
continue to seek out spaces and relationships that are not 
already affirming and loving so that we may shine Christ’s 
light upon them. This work starts with relationships: if 
you’re personally not in the LGBTQIA+ community, do you 
know anybody who is? And, if not, how can you expand 
your own community to include greater diversity? 
 

When we directly interact with those unlike ourselves, we 
put a face to a label. We build connections and learn the 
stories of others with different perspectives and               
experiences. We can witness and feel God’s presence   
radiating from them, our neighbors and siblings in Christ. 
They are not  rainbow merchandise on sale in June and 
gone by July. They are not representatives of their entire  
community. These are unique individuals who seek more 
than mere acknowledgment and acceptance. 
 

As our world seems to spiral down toward distrust and  
hatred, we desperately need to show love to all people. 
This is especially vital to those who may have not felt 
affirmed and welcomed in the past or even the present. 
Many churches have and continue to name love, in all of its 
diverse forms, as sin. It is this continued close-mindedness 
that drives us to do more and love more. We must not 
stand idly by   waving our pride flags, but dig deeper into 
our faith that teaches us that affirmation is active and alive, 
flowing through all we do. 
 

So, we leave you with these key questions to consider 
throughout this summer: how can you continue to spread 
the affirming love of God to those in the LGBTQIA+        
community in your life? What actions will you take to    
continue to spread a welcoming environment outside the 
walls of our church? Let us allow the fire of the newly    
arriving Holy Spirit push us towards breaking down even 
more barriers of hatred and division, and instead rebuild 
our communities with compassion and radical acceptance. 

Turn Pride into Action This June 

https://eastbay.volunteerhub.com/lp/SRVUMC/?format=0&filter=%7b%7d#_=_


Family Ministry 
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Activities to Do This Month 

Take time and be still. Listen to the Spirit and feel 
God’s presence among you. Then set some goals. 
How do you want to impact your neighbors and our 
community? How do you want to grow in your ability 
to love? Set some intentional goals then go and do. 
 
Pick out a song that helps you feel close to God. Send 
that song to someone who may feel distant and      
unlovable.  
 
Each morning, before you start your day, write down 
one reminder/affirmation of how beloved and    
amazing you truly are. Do this for the whole month. 
See if how you view yourself changes. 

Devotional: Reignite, Listen and Go 

Volunteers Needed 

We are looking for new Sunday school teachers. If 
you are interested in ways you can help, please  
contact Corey. 

Questions to Consider 

Where do you feel God calling you this summer? 
 

What new dreams do you have for yourself and 
this beloved community? 

 
Who do you hear crying out? How will you         

respond to those cries? 

Convos with Corey 

I would love to continue to get to know each family 
at Lynnewood. Please email or text me a day and 
time that I can grab coffee, snacks, ice cream, and 
dinner with your family this summer.  

At Pentecost, we celebrate the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. We give thanks and recognize the Holy Spirit’s 
presence and movement in each of our lives. During 
this Holy and Celebratory time, I always feel a          
reignition in my soul. My want and truthfully the     
calling on my soul and each of our souls to push 
boundaries and reach farther with the resurrecting, 
redeeming, and unifying love of our Creator come 
flooding back to me. I feel washed clean with a new 
and clearer vision of the future of our community. A 
future filled with daily reimaginations, daily reignition 
of the fire within our souls, and love - the kind of love 
that turns over the societal norms in our community. 
All of these reignitions push me towards deep and 
compassionate listening. Am I hearing the crying of 
those in pain and despair? Am I hearing where my 
Creator is calling me? I must listen. Truly listen. If I  
truly listen with the ears of the Spirit and see with the 
eyes of a free and clean soul, then I may go and do 
this work of love and peace. So, beloved community, 
will you allow the Spirit to create a new fire, desire 
and dream within your soul? Will you listen to those 
who feel deep sadness, despair, and disconnect from 
our Creator’s love? Will you then go and do? Join me 
on this newly light path.  

This summer, we invite your family to explore your 
faith together and learn how to grow spiritually.   

Contact Corey for more information. 

Have a Graduate? Contact Corey 

If you have someone who graduated this year and 
would like to receive recognition at an upcoming   
service, please contact Corey for more information. 
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Lynnewood Outreach 

 

 

Help Needed: After-Service Fellowship 

Now that we are able to have after service         
fellowship featuring bagels with toppings, we 
need volunteers to pick-up the bagels and       
prepare them for the fellowship time on Sun. The 
bagels must be picked up at 1:45 on Saturday from 
Noah’s in the Santa Rita Safeway Center. If you 
have questions and want to help with this service, 
please call Lorna Kruse at (925) 484-1961.  

Across the years, UNDIES SUNDAYS has been a fun 
activity for our Lynnewood family. During the month 
of June, the Outreach committee is seeking store         
purchased undergarments for the homeless within 
the Tri-Valley.  
For the men, please donate tee shirts of all sizes 
(small, medium, large, and extra-large) and similar 
sized underwear. Bras and panties of various sizes for 
the women are appreciated. Cotton athletic crew 
socks and ankle socks are in high demand! 
A clothes basket will be in the narthex for your        
generous donations. Last October we collected over 
650 items, and now that we are returning to church in 
person, let’s set a new goal of 1,000! 
If you have any questions or need someone to do 
your shopping, please contact me! 
Many thanks, Mary Ellen Huey (925) 487-8078. 

Our congregation has several members who need 
help getting to and from worship every Sunday. We 
need at least more volunteer who can help drive this 
group of 4 people from Parkview (100 Valley Ave) at 
8:50AM to church, as well as transport their walkers. 
If you're interested, please contact Joanne Sheppard 
or Linda Van Pelt. Thank you for your help!  

Drivers Needed on Sunday Mornings 

Welcoming Ushers, and Greeters! 
 

If you are interested in helping during Sunday 
worship as an usher, greeter, or assistant, we would 
love your help! Please contact Linda Van Pelt to 
learn how you can be added to our volunteer list. 

Undies Sundays are BACK! 

On Saturday May 14th seven enthusiastic Lynnewood volunteers worked at TriValley Haven’s Shiloh 
House, a shelter for women and small children. They assembled 8 mobile garden carts and then planted 
them with an assortment of tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, squash and many herbs. This will provide the 
residents with their own source of summer vegetables to expand their culinary skills. Some time was also 
spent cleaning up a children’s play area. A big thank-you goes to Cynthia DeLand, Dorothy Maestas, Linda 
Van Pelt, Melany and Ngiap Lim, and Lisa and Ron Rigge.  



June 
 

2 Carol Woodward 
 

5 Betsy McClellan 
 

6 Ann Emanuels 
 

7 Suzy Kirch 
 

8 Roger Chapman 

   Zoe Cooper-Dahl 

   Janet Lide 
 

11 Robert Woodward 
 

13 Donna Kirch 
 

16 Marinda Dentinger 
 

18 Isabelle Elises 
 

21 Fiona Kahl 

     Bill Stiers 
 

24 Chris Gillaspy 

     John Silva 
 

25 Susan Gillaspy 

     Jennifer Sharples 
 

27 Ann Camp 

     Virginia Foos 
 

29 Kurt Hemmerich 

 

July 
 

1 Angie Bacho-Manalili 
 

2 Genevieve Stiers 
 

3 Michael Acosta 
 

4 Corinne Leslie 
 

5 Linda Loomis 
 

9 Donna Gordon 
 

10 Jane Bishop 

     Nissa Nack 
 

11 Lucy Cleric 
 

14 Joanne Sheppard 
 

15 Yvonne Greenlee 
 

18 Marsha Nakamura 
 

19 Karen Fletcher 

     Andrea Naylor 
 

20 John Hemmerich 

     Ben Mishler-Culwell 

    Juanita Young 
 

21 Ken Salomon 
 

22 Brian Fletcher 
 

 

Birthdays 

23 Sarah Carr 

     Evan Gaulin 

     Natalie Roadarmel 

     Gustavo Santoyo 
 

24 Grace Ionescu 
 

25 Steve Gillaspy 
 

26 Joanne Haney 

    Iris Hemmerich 
 

29 Bill Masuda 
 

30 Catalin Ionescu 
 

31 Donna Hladun 

 

August 
 

2 Terry Peters 

   Lisa Rigge 
 

5 Dottie Laird 
 

7 Navin Veerapal 
 

9 Sandee Drapeau 
 

10 Chris Faber 
 

11 Joe Foos 
 

13 Kennedy Edenborough 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 



June 
 

7 Joe and Virginia Foos 

 1990       32 years 

 

10 John and Jackie 

Shurtleff 

  1982       40 years 

 

24 David and Kimberly 

Carlson 

    1999       23 years  

 

27 Todd and Lynne       

Shinohara 

 1991       31 years  

 

29 Gustavo and Marnie 

Santoyo 

 1994       28 years  

 

31 Mark and Betsy    

McClellan 

 1998       24 years  

 

 

 

 

 

July 
 

6 Bruce Chinn and Sandra 

Francis-Chinn 

  1981       41 years 

 

12 Andres and Margrit    

Honegger 

  1980       42 years 

 

14 Jim Beattie & Claire 

Chow 

    1980       42 years  

 

8 Terry and Evonne Peters 

    1974       48 years  

 

22 Ken and Olessya Kasper 

    2002       20 years  

 

28 Bob and Diane Sanchez 

 1975       47 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

August 
12 Michael and Sharon Beckley 

  1995       27 years 

 

15 Dave and Sandee Drapeau 

  1987       35 years 

 

18 Jeff and Joan Nibert 

    1984       38 years  

 

21 Jim and Linda Loomis 

    1966       56 years  

 

23 Jack and Mary Reaugh 

    1969       53 years  
     

    Robert and Carol Woodward 

    1996       26 years  

 

24 Robert and Carol Zedlitz 

 1962       60 years 

 

28 Claude and Ann Camp 

    1982       40 years  

 

31 Steve and Donna Kirch 

    1980       42 years  
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 


