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Pastor’s Letter 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

BE HUMAN, FOR GOD'S SAKE!  If there was a single message, I hope we 
take from our Lenten journey this year, it is this one. We are wonderfully 
made by our Creator and each day is an opportunity to reflect God’s 
light in the world. Irenaeues famously said, “The glory of God is a human 
being fully alive!” And so, it is. Yet, I learned recently that is just half the 
quote. The full quote is this, “The glory of God is man fully alive, but the 
life of man is the vision of God.” We are most abundantly alive when we 
are living God’s vision for us.   
Some of us look to the trees and mountains for God’s vision. Some of us 
look to philosophers or self-help books. Some of us look to art, music, or 
poetry. l look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfector of my faith. I see in him 
a human being fully alive with the vision of God.   
It was a vision of being real. Jesus embraced every human emotion. He 
got angry over injustice. He grieved loss and suffering. He laughed, 
danced, loved and found the courage to walk through fear. It was a     
vision of justice. Jesus invited the lost and the lonely to come to God’s 
table and discover their worth.  And he never shied away from speaking 
truth to the power brokers of his day who diminished life for others. It 
was a vision of prayer and openness to God’s call. Jesus punctuated his 
life of teaching and healing with moments of silent retreat and prayer. In 
his communion with God, he found strength and direction for each step 
on the path. 
God’s vision for us isn’t that we would one day “get it all right,” be “error 
proof” or “perfect” by the world’s standards. God’s vision is that we 
would walk with him day by day in honest faith with maturity as our aim. 
This Lent, let’s stop aiming for “perfect moments.” Let’s embrace daily 
life with God as simply “good enough.” Begin by giving God an honest       
assessment of who you are and where you are on your journey of faith. 
Then invite God’s love to work within you and mature you day by day. 
Be human, For God’s sake – an ever-evolving, dynamic work of art, held 
in God’s hands and becoming more of who you were created to be each 
day. 

  
God bless,  
Pastor Jenn 
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Sermons 

Sermon Topics for 
March 2022 

 
March 2: Ash Wednesday 
A service of prayer, song, reflection and 
ashes to begin the season of Lent. 
Worship service at 7PM 
  
March 6: Ordinary lives can be holy. 
Jesus is tempted.  (Luke 4:1-13)  
Special music & Holy Communion 
 
March 13: So much is out of our control. 
Jesus mourns for Jerusalem. (Luke 13:31-35) 
 
March 20: Lots of things can be medicine. 
Jesus teaches us to nurture and be patient. 
(Luke 13: 1-9)  
 
March 27:  We often believe we are the 
problem. 
Jesus teaches about God’s unconditional 
love. (Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32)  

GOOD ENOUGH: Embracing the Imperfections of Life and Faith 
Lynnewood Lent 2022 Series 

 
We live in a world in which continuous upward mobility defines the good life. “Life will be better 
when….we have a bigger house, better job, more vacations” and on and on it goes. We are led to be-
lieve that happiness lies just ahead and, as long as we keep climbing the prosperity ladder, we’ll 
achieve it. We comb the self-help shelves looking for the right formula to gain the success we need. 
We engage in endless social media posts proclaiming our latest “can’t be missed” experience. We 
might even gravitate toward spiritual leaders who tell us we will be wealthy and perfectly “blessed,” 
if we pray the right way and do the “right things.”  And still, life happens.  The truth is that most of life 
isn’t an upward climb. It’s a day-by-day journey of caring, nurturing and loving what is. What if we 
stopped pursuing the next great thing and learned to embrace ourselves and our lives just as they 
are? Join us this Lent in affirming a faith in which we are blessed, and able to bless, no matter what. 
Maybe everything is already good enough…maybe God is already here.  

Kintsugi pottery is a Japanese art form 
meaning to “join with gold.” It is an 
elegant way to mend together broken 
pottery, so that the gold cracks enhance the 
new object’s beauty. This is part of a larger 
philosophy called ‘wabi-sabi,” which invites 
us to embrace the beauty of life as it is; 
flawed, imperfect, and incomplete. ….and 
held in God’s LOVE eternally.  
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Bible Studies and Small Groups 

PRAYERS & SQUARES 
 

Please remember whenever we have a quilt, it is 
not finished until you participate by tying a knot or 
laying your hands on a knot and saying a prayer.  
 
If you would like to help with this ministry, please 
contact Michele at 447-9141 
or micheleohair@gmail.com, or Jane at 846-6412. 

DREAM GROUP 
 

This group, led by Lisa Rigge, meets the third  
Thursday of the month at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Library.  
 
The group uses a projective method of dream 
work, and anyone interested in joining the group  
will need to have some training or 
experience in this method. 
 
We are looking for those who are interested in  
committing to the group for at least six months. 
These six-month sessions occur roughly from  
February to July, and August to January. Both 
Lynnewood and other local community members 
are invited to join! 

KNITTING GROUP 
 

The knitting group is on hiatus at the moment 
as they await more volunteers. If you know how 
to knit and would like to join this group, please 
contact Yvonne Greenlee.  

MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY  
 

Join this group, Dare to Question, every Monday 
at 7 P.M. to read and discuss thought-provoking 
books and other topics. They are currently read-
ing God, Why?: Why Do Bad Things Happen to 
Good People? by Chas Stevenson. All are wel-
come to join and discuss the book! 
 
Zoom Meeting ID: 822 241 9110 
Password: 4444  

NOURISH AT NOON 
 

Join Pastor Jenn at noon on Monday, March 28, for a 
time of sharing and prayer. Come and nourish at 
noon through Zoom.  
 
This women’s spiritual formation group reads a 
variety of books, poems, and articles. It’s not a Bible 
study: the readings are a starting point for 
conversation, personal reflection, and discerning 
God’s movement in our lives. 
 
Meeting ID: 833 6207 5987 #  
Participant ID: Just press #  
Password: 4444 Mobile: Call (669) 900-6833. 
Enter the meeting ID and then the password when 
prompted.  
To MUTE or UNMUTE, please press *6  
 
We will meet again on April 25. Details are  
forthcoming, so please keep an eye on the weekly 
e-newsletter! 

SEASONED CITIZENS 
 

Last month, our group of Seasoned Citizens 
decided to meet on Zoom for one more month and 
then decide future luncheons at the March 
gathering.  
 
If you are retired, you qualify as a “seasoned 
citizen!”  Contact Carol Ruley (925-829-0411 or 
carolruley@icloud.com) for more information about 
the next meeting on March 15 at 1PM! We’ll be 
discussing the following questions: 
What is the messiest job you’ve ever had or the 
biggest mess you've ever cleaned up? 
What is one favorite activity from childhood you 
wish you could do now? 
 
Meeting ID: 876 1322 3184  
Passcode: 4444 

TUESDAY & SUNDAY LENTEN STUDIES 
 

Our Tuesday night and Sunday Lent studies 
groups have already begun, but if you are still 
interested, you are welcome! Please contact 
Corey for more information. Everybody is also 
welcome to take a Good Enough devotional 
book from the office at any time. 

mailto:micheleohair@gmail.com
mailto:carolruley@icloud.com
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Music Notes 
Some time in early January, our Music Director Emeritus, Donna Kirch, shared with the Lynnewood Staff a new 
social justice initiative referred to as the “Negro Spiritual Royalties Initiative.” This initiative was started by the 
United Parish in Brookline, Massachusetts, in October 2021. Donna succinctly summed up the background to this 
initiative like this: 

f 
Traditional Negro Spirituals were composed by slaves whose names have been lost to time. In 
general, if a person composes a song and has it published, that person receives royalties when the 
music is purchased or performed. However, there is no means of providing royalties to the original 
composers of these Spirituals nor to their descendants, especially since these songs were published 
long after the names of their creators were forgotten, and many of whom are unknown.  

s 
In response to this “problem,” the United Parish in Brookline started an ongoing initiative to collect “royalties” for 
Negro Spirituals used in their worship services. They have chosen to use the offerings to support the 
development of Black musicians. 
t 
Our Lynnewood Staff has decided that we would like to adopt a similar initiative. Each time a Negro Spiritual is 
sung or performed in worship, our plan is to deposit an appropriate amount into our “Negro Spirituals Royalties 
Fund.” The monies collected would then be donated to appropriate charities such as Christ Chapel UMC in 
Kenya (for their clean water project), Black Urban Farmers Association, or an organization that supports the 
cultural arts of the Black community such as the Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir. We will take this proposal for 
our “Negro Spirituals Royalties Fund” to Church Council to ensure we have a clear way to direct the offerings 
collected for this initiative into our donation pool and send them along to our designated organizations. 
d 
We hope our Lynnewood family will join us in this initiative. When a Negro Spiritual is sung or performed in our 
services, we will mention it in worship and invite worshippers to contribute to the “Negro Spirituals Royalties 
Fund.” Let us know if you have any suggestions for similar organizations who could benefit from this fund.  
Today, Negro Spirituals, also known as African American Spirituals, are deeply melded into the canon of      
American folk music which are sung and performed by almost anyone, regardless of race or color. These songs 
poignantly reflect the totality of the human experience and embody the spectrum of human emotions. It is no 
wonder why these songs are so deeply appreciated.  

d 
February, being Black History Month, we often choose to use Negro Spirituals in our worship services. This past 
month, our Lynnewood Handbell Choir rang a Spiritual entitled “Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho.” Some other 
titles of Spirituals played or sung in worship this February were:   
d 
Deep River 
Swing Low, Sweet Chariot 
Ezekiel Saw the Wheel 
Old Time Religion 
Steal Away 
My Lord, What a Morning! 
Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen 
d 
May we have a renewed appreciation for the music and sentiment of the Negro Spiritual each time we make a 
contribution towards the “Royalties” fund that we are establishing. 
d 
In praise and thanks for Negro Spirituals, 
d 
Amelia Han Riegert 
Worship Music Coordinator and Principal Accompanist 
amelia@lynnewood.org 
408-207-7353 
d 
p.s. In January, I asked Lynnewood Lines readers if they had questions for me to help me revise my staff bio, currently “invisible” 
on our Lynnewood website. I’ve been in ministry at Lynnewood since January 2014 and have gotten acquainted with many of 
you. I’m curious to know what questions my current Lynnewood family might have to help me fill in the gaps. So far, I ’ve heard 
from only one reader, and since I’m still “finding time” to rewrite that staff bio, you’re welcome to email me more questions at 
amelia@lynnewood.org. Thank you!  

https://www.unitedparishbrookline.org/media/a-charge-to-keep
https://rmnetwork.org/2021/02/10/breaking-christ-church-umc-in-kenya-becomes-second-african-reconciling-united-methodist-church/
https://rmnetwork.org/2021/02/10/breaking-christ-church-umc-in-kenya-becomes-second-african-reconciling-united-methodist-church/
https://www.stocktonbufafarm.com/
https://www.oigc.org/
https://lynnewood.org/meet_our_staff/
mailto:amelia@lynnewood.org
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Spiritual Formation Opportunities 

 
Community Connections 

At Lynnewood, we are continuing to strive    
towards making deeper and more lasting    
connections with our neighbors in our        
community. This connection and the difference 
we all want to make in our community started 
in February with our Random Act of Kindness 
tags. We placed over 80 tags with different 
random acts of kindness on the trees next to 
church. By the end of February, all of the tags 
were gone! We are going to continue on this 
journey of connection by placing Showers of 
Blessings cards on the trees during Holy 
Week. Then in April, Corey and Pastor Jenn will 
host a Parent Support event that will begin 
conversations on how Lynnewood can        
continue to partner and support the parents in 
our community. If you would like to learn more 
about ways you can help, please contact     
Corey.  

Need help keeping track of 
meeting times for our Lenten 
activities or what you should be 
reading each week? We made an 
online calendar to follow along 
through this season! Click HERE to 
add it to your preferred calendar 
app or download it. Contact Corey 
if you need any help accessing this 
resource. 
 
Throughout Lent, children and 
youth can continue to join us for 
Sunday School during worship and 
Lent Discipleship time after 
worship. We will also hold Sunday 
afternoon meetings at 3PM at 
church for fun, fellowship, and 
learning.  

Walking Alongside One Another 
 
Stephen Ministers come from all walks of life. 
Their commonality? A passion for bringing 
Christ’s love and care to people during a time 
of need. You don’t have to go through the 
difficult times alone. Our   Stephen Ministers 
are ready to provide you with  confidential, 
one-to-one Christian care and support to 
help you through a tough time. Our Stephen 
Ministers are there to care. To find out more 
about Stephen Ministry for yourself or 
someone you know, please call Linda Van 
Pelt at 510-376-0483 or email her at 
lvanpelt3513@att.net. 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y19xdTJoNmhsMDUyMm9yMmw1YXRpaGpyY3ZjNEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
mailto:lvanpelt3513@att.net
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General Announcements 
 

 

Virtual Early Response Team Training 

Our friends at the United Methodist Volunteers in 
Mission (UMVIM) are offering members an 
opportunity to learn from instructor Leslie 
Carmichael for the upcoming Virtual Early 
Response Team training via Zoom. The class will 
start Saturday and go through Sunday, March 19-
20, 2022 from 1-5PM. The 8-hour class will be 
provided in two 4-hour sessions. 
 
The Mission of an Early Response Team (ERT) is to 
provide a caring Christian presence in the 
aftermath of a disaster. The team is not a “first 
response” group; nor is it a recovery, rebuild or 
repair team. It is assigned various tasks; usually 
relating to safety, mitigation of further damage to 
property, and cleanup tasks to assist the 
homeowner in preparation for rebuild.  
 
This class costs $15 per participant. If you are 
interested, click HERE to register or contact Mary 
Ellen Huey for more information. 

March Special Offering 

Tri Valley Haven has moved their food pantry to a new 
location in Livermore. They are now located at 150 
North L Street, next door to their thrift store. We want 
to help them make this a successful move by shoring 
up their inventory. 
 

Below is list of items they run short of very often. 
Please do not buy in bulk, as they must break every-
thing down to fill orders for each client. Please bring 
your items to church on any Sunday in March, or con-
tact Linda Van Pelt to have them picked up. And re-
member, we are still collecting egg cartons (one or 1-
1/2 dozen size cartons) and plastic bags. Thank you! 
 

• Oil (Small bottles, 32oz or less) 
• Sugar (Small 2-5lb bags) 
• Flour (Small 2-5lb bags) 
• Crunchy Peanut Butter 
• Jelly (any Flavor) 
• Coffee (Instant) 
• Juice (Small bottles 32oz or less) 
• Granola Bars 
• Paper Products (toilet paper, paper towels, 
• or napkins) 
• Diapers (Size 3-6) 

Starting Ash Wednesday, Lynnewood has returned 
to in-person worship in the sanctuary, as well as 
continuing to offer our weekly service online via 
YouTube and Zoom. It’s a joy to be back together 
again! 
 
To keep everyone safe and maintain a community 
of love, we will continue to wear masks while 
worshiping inside. Those who are leading worship 
will remove their masks only during times of 
speaking or leading the worship service. We will 
have extra masks for anyone who may need them 
when arriving at church. As always, all are 
welcome in our community. Let us gather together 
in love and grace this Lenten season.  

Worship is Back In Person! 

 
Share Your Joys and Concerns Online 

Do you have a joy or concern you would like the 
church to know? We have created a private online 
form for you to fill out at any time. CLICK HERE to 
access the form. This form is also listed on our 
weekly emails and linked on our YouTube videos. 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
(SPRC) Announcement -Choir Director  

 

Ondine Young is no longer serving as Choir         
Director at Lynnewood. We are grateful for the 
musical talents that she shared in her time here. 
Those gifts will be difficult to replace. SPRC asks for 
your supportive prayers:  for Ondine and her family, 
for the Pastor and SPRC as they begin the search 
for a new Choir Director, and the choir members 
who grieve this loss. All of us remain committed to 
our music ministry and know that God will sustain 
us through this time of transition.  

https://calnev-email.brtapp.com/!Lt5IUVNnmhn8n6CoGtINLmsV-D6S9E1dsKe-samptT-ELJ7NjvtnUQ2LlX4eTE6Qg
https://forms.gle/MuPsn5SKesJYTyiG7
https://forms.gle/MuPsn5SKesJYTyiG7


Children and Youth News 
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Social Media Updates 

We now have a Facebook and Instagram page for 
Family Ministry! We also have a text reminder 
service that we will use to send reminders of 
events, themes, and other resources. Check the 
Family Ministry Newsletter for all the links and 
more info. Please contact Corey with any questions.  

Devotional: Am I Good Enough? 

Sunday School Teachers Needed 

We are looking for new Sunday school teachers. If 
you are interested in ways you can help, please 
contact Corey. 

Questions to Consider 

When do you not feel good enough? Why? 
 
Do you believe you are good enough in the eyes of 
God? 
 
Based on your faith, at what point would you 
consider yourself good enough for God’s love? 
 
How can we better embrace our humanity this 
Lenten season? 

New Rhythms for Lessons 

We have a new rhythm for our lessons as a family 
Ministry. Corey will be sending out the at home 
Sunday school lesson on Thursday in our Family 
Ministry Newsletter. Then, on the following 
Monday, Corey will send out a follow up lesson 
with activities and questions you can discuss 
throughout the week. This rhythm is continuing as 
we return to in-person worship and activities.  

Let’s be real with each other for a second. Let’s be 
extremely honest with each other. We all have struggled 
with feeling good enough at some point in our lives. We all 
have struggled with feeling good enough for God’s love, or 
our life, or our job, or our friends. 
 

Why do we struggle with this feeling? It can not simply be 
because we struggle so very hard with creating massive 
expectations for ourselves and then falling short. It can not 
simply be because we have a hard time looking into the 
mirror and loving the person we see. It can not simply be 
because we are influenced so greatly by society that we 
fall into the trap of the social media comparison game. 
 

The reason we do not feel good enough is because of all of 
those things and so much more. We are human. We fail. 
But mostly we really are not great at seeing God in 
ourselves and others. We create our own stumbling blocks 
and barriers. We find it hard to see God’s unending love all 
around us and within us. Thus, we do not feel good 
enough. 
 

BUT we are! On our best days we are good enough. On our 
worst days we are good enough. We are good enough 
because God first loved us for who we are. This fact does 
not change. We simply are good enough no matter what. 
 

My prayer this Lent is that we can live into the unending 
good enough love that God is constantly showing us. If we 
can live our lives a little bit more like we believe we are 
good enough, then we might just change how we treat 
ourselves and those we love. 
 

So, you are good enough. I am good enough. Let us live 
like truly beloved people.  
 
Reminders to tell yourself each day (I will try to do 
this, too!): 
I am beloved. 
 

I am filled with love. 
 

I can love others. 
 

I can change the world. 
 

I am good enough. 

Corey is starting a 
new daily Lent 
Devotional Podcast! 
Check it out here.  

On Saturday, April 
16 at 10AM, please 

join us outside of 
church for an 

Easter egg hunt!  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CF35Zsl6k70DUy4Ytyl3Klv4x5_zAAZi?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CF35Zsl6k70DUy4Ytyl3Klv4x5_zAAZi?usp=sharing
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Lynnewood Outreach 
Tri-Valley Haven Looking for 

Volunteers 
Tri-Valley Haven needs volunteers for both their 
food pantry and thrift store. Locations and times 
needed below: 
 
Tri-Valley Haven Food Pantry - 418 Junction Avenue, 
Livermore, Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
 
Tri-Valley Haven Thrift Store - 116 North L Street, 
Livermore, Shift times 10:00-1:00 and 1:00-5:00 
Tuesday through Saturday. Needs involve general 
store help such as receiving, sorting and organizing 
donations and cashier. 
 
If you are interested, please contact Shadab ILkal at 
925-667-2711 or shadab@trivalleyhaven.org  

Exciting Opportunities with 
Black Urban Farmers! 

The Black Urban Farmers Association is looking for 
volunteers to help upkeep their farms! There are two 
different service opportunities: 
 
There are weekly needs we can help with. Each Friday they 
need volunteers to help with daily farm tasks. These 
opportunities are for elementary school age individuals and 
older. If you are interested in helping with the weekly 
needs of this organization, please also contact Corey.  
For more information about this organization, please visit 
their website.   

Distribution of Outreach 
Committee Budget for 2021 

If you’ve been a part of the Lynnewood congregation 
for any length of time, then you know how generous 
we are and how big our heart is for everyone in the 
greater Tri-Valley community! 
 
In 2021, the Outreach Committee’s general budget of 
$35,497 was distributed to Alameda County 
Community Food Bank, Blankets for Kids, Bundles of 
Joy-Axis, CityServe, Fred Finch Youth Center, 
Graduation baskets and senior support services for 
Tri-Valley Haven, The Giving Tree, Guide Dogs for the 
Blind, Homeless Refuge, Hope Hospice, Open Heart 
Kitchen, Partners for Change, Pleasanton Community 
Counseling Center, Spectrum Community Services, 
Sunflower Hill, missionary Katherine Parker, UMCOR, 
Habitat for Humanity, Heifer International, Rise 
Against Hunger, Sierra Service Project, UMVIM trips 
and Hope Crisis Response Network. 
 
Outreach distributed its 2021 designated donations of 
$53,132 (including a $20,000 anonymous donation) to 
the organizations listed in the table to the right. 
 
For any questions regarding the amounts shown or 
more information about the mentioned organizations, 
please contact the Outreach Chair Linda Van Pelt at 
lvanpelt3513@att.net. The Outreach Committee takes 
stewardship very seriously and is honored to do so. 

Alameda County Community 
Food Bank 

$8,226 

CityServe $500 

Culinary Angels $3,000 

Fire Disaster Recovery $4,190 

Giving Tree $6,486 

Heifer International $725 

Hively $7,000 

Katherine Parker, 
missionary in Nepal 

$200 

La Familia $1,125 

Open Heart Kitchen $2,075 

Pleasanton Community 
Counseling Center 

$4,000 

Pleasanton Military Families $6,000 

Rise Against Hunger $4,191 

Sierra Service Project $664 

Spectrum Community Services—
Meals on Wheels 

$250 

Tri-Valley Haven (& food panty) $2,726 

UMCOR $1,750 

World Communion Sunday $25 

mailto:shadab@trivalleyhaven.org
https://www.stocktonbufafarm.com/
mailto:lvanpelt3513@att.net


Happy Birthday… 
 

1 Gabriel Acosta 

  Sandra Francis-Chinn 

  Bryce Shinohara 
 

2 Mary Lou Harper 

   Paul Henshaw 
 

3 Sasha Greenlee 

   Noah Hutchinson 

   Olivia Jensen 
 

5 Ebenezar Devadason 

   Corey Dao-Forrester 
 

6 Omodara Idowu 

   Brad Light 

   Mariah Nibert 

   Sophia Jensen 
 

8 Mary Baker 

  Mira Greenlee 

  Louis Rivara 
 

9 Irene Devadason 
 

10 Phil Cooper 
 

11 Matthew Santoyo 
 

16 Tatiana Hutchinson 
 

17 Carol Zedlitz 

 

18 Alexa Donatucci 

    Logan Gatehouse 
 

19 Amelia Han Riegert 

    Paige Wright-Henry 
 

20 Isabella Wyrough 
 

25 Ken Kasper 

    Noah Sturm 
 

29 Kurt Dorch 

    Aubrey Stiers 

 

 

April 

Birthdays… 
 

2 Daniel Beckley 

  Samuel Gaulin 
 

3 Kathy Letourneau 
 

4 Dorothea Fournier 

  Peter Okurowski 

  Emily Santoyo 
 

5 Kate McClellan 
 

7 Michael Hughes 

March 

Happy Anniversary… 

 

3 Michael and Teri Hughes 

  1990       32 years 

 

4 Sam and Allie Knofczynski 

   2022       Just married! 

 

15 Doug and Mary Ellen Huey

 1970       52 years 

 

18 Steve and Jennifer Bull 

 2006       16 years  

 

23 Robert and Donna Imai 

 1952       70 years  

 

26 Bill and Janet Lide 

 1983       39 years  

 

   David and Jennifer Lutz 

 1988       34 years  

 

30 William and Mary Behrendt  

 1984       38 years  
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 


