
THE LYNNEWOOD LINES 
THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FOR LYNNEWOOD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

 

As a reconciling congregation that dares to question, love, and serve, we offer wide  
welcome to all people regardless of age, sex, racial or ethnic background, sexual orientation, gender 

identity,  family status, physical or mental ability, or economic or immigration status.  

JANUARY 2022 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

PASTOR’S LETTER 
CONT. AND STEPHEN  
MINISTRY: P 2 
 
SERMONS: p. 3 
 
MUSIC NOTES: p. 4 
 
BIBLE STUDIES AND 
SMALL GROUPS: p. 5 
 
SEASONED 
CITIZENS: p. 6 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: p. 7 
 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
NEWS: p. 8 
 
OUTREACH: p. 9 
 
BIRTHDAYS  
& ANNIVERSARIES: p. 10 

Pastor’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 
 

Welcome to 2022! As we enter this new year, I am so grateful to follow Jesus 
together. We have been through challenges and uncertainties, both personal 
and  collective, and we have handled them all as a community. Thank you to 
our incredible staff, who work together to share God’s love and hope and to 
equip our congregation for Christ’s mission in the world. Thank you to our lay 
leadership, who exhibit  commitment, creativity and constant faithfulness to 
Lynnewood.  
 

I am hopeful that 2022 will provide us with new opportunities to worship and  
express our love through music, new small groups and opportunities to grow in 
faith, and more hands-on service than we have had since the pandemic began. 
I am looking forward to the Sierra Service Project!, a real Rise Against Hunger 
Event!, small groups that allow us to apply the weekly sermon and scripture, 
new events for children, youth and families and so much more.   
 

At our November 2021 Church Conference, we asked the congregation to      
respond to three questions that would guide our ministry priorities in the year 
ahead. Those three questions were: 1) How can Lynnewood reach out to the 
community? 2) What could Lynnewood do to support our congregational life 
together? 3) How could Lynnewood meet your personal spiritual needs?     
 

The Staff and Vision Team met to review your answers and a few clear           
priorities have emerged.   
 

Community Outreach Priorities 
1. Children and Youth – Examples: tutoring, ESL, mental health needs 
2. Immigration – We want to create a welcoming community that helps new 
people adjust and feel a sense of belonging.  Ex: a panel discussion on different 
immigration experiences, helping Afghan refugees, continuing our DACA work 
3. Making our space available to host music events and community discussions 
4. Overall comment - We want to be known for something good in the commu-
nity! 
 

Congregational Life Priorities 
1. Small Groups to discuss sermons and deepen faith/Bible knowledge  
2. Fellowship Events and Activities 
3. Parent support groups 

Pastor’s Letter continues on the next page!  



Pastor’s Letter (cont.) 

 
Personal Spiritual Needs 
1. Contemplative Practices – yoga, prayer and meditation, labyrinth walks, day retreats 
2. Help with life transitions – retirement, 3rd Act of Life questions 
3. Going deeper in faith – Bible Studies that help apply faith and make it my own 
4. Help with current challenges - mental health and wholeness, dealing with overwhelm 
The great news is that the congregation and staff are in complete agreement! Your feedback resonates 
with much of what the ministry staff has been talking about. Now, we need to align our resources, so that 
we can bring these ministry dreams to fruition. The Staff and Vision Team will share that Ministry Plan 
with you by February 2022. We are all so excited to see what God will do in and through us in the year 
ahead!  
 

At the same time, I am aware that changes in the pandemic may require us to “get creative” once more 
and to be flexible with our ministry plans. Lynnewood is committed to keeping everyone safe, even as 
we share Christ’s love together. As we move forward in ministry and plan for our future, we may have to 
adjust. That’s life under any circumstance, it just happens more frequently now!   
 

The last 18 months have deepened my trust in God’s sustaining power and the resilience of community. 
We are still here, the church is still in ministry, and the love of God still abounds in our hearts. That is 
something to celebrate and to carry with us into 2022. 
 

May we all be blessed with health and hope as we begin this new year together, 

Pastor Jenn 
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Pastor’s Letter and Stephen Ministry 

Walking Alongside One Another 
 
Stephen Ministers come from all walks of life. Their 
commonality? A passion for bringing Christ’s love 
and care to people during a time of need. You don’t 
have to go through the difficult times alone. Our   
Stephen Ministers are ready to provide you with  
confidential, one-to-one Christian care and support 
to help you through a tough time. Our Stephen 
Ministers are there to care. To find out more about 
Stephen Ministry for yourself or someone you know, 
please call Linda Van Pelt at 510-376-0483 or email 
her at lvanpelt3513@att.net. 
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Sermons 

Sermon Topics for 
January 2022 

 
January 2: Epiphany Sunday 
Matthew 2:1-12 
  
January 9: Dare to Begin 
Renewal of Baptism 
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22, Luke 4:1-13 
 
January 16: Dare to Do Justice 
Reconciling Anniversary Sunday 
Romans 15:4-13  
Rev, Alyss Swanson preaching 
Holy Communion 
 
January 23: Dare to Belong 
Luke 4:21-30 
 
January 30: Dare to Share 
Luke 4:38-44 

The Daring Adventure 
Lynnewood January-February 2022 Series 

 
“Life is either a great adventure or nothing” -Helen Keller  

 
Living boldly, taking risks, and daring new things is not quite what it used to be! The pandemic has 
taught us to assess risk on a daily basis and most of the time we’ve determined that risk equals    
danger. Playing it safe has just been good sense. But, when it comes to soul work, risk equals life! In 
fact, if Jesus had lived in our time, his application for life insurance would surely have been              
rejected. Time and again, he put himself in positions of daring adventure and serious risk – saying 
things that rubbed powerful people the wrong way, keeping bad company, challenging injustice, 
daring new teaching, and calling others to join the world-changing party. It seems that Jesus’       
message was that the reign of God requires a daring spirit and some risk-taking relationships. Are we 
willing to follow Jesus in the daring adventure of life? Are we willing to take risks for love and justice? 
Could we learn, even now, to dare something good for something great?  

Meet Rev. Alyss Swanson! 
 

Alyss Swanson is a deacon in the United Methodist Church. She 
is currently appointed to serve as a pastoral psychotherapist at 
Process Therapy Institute (PTI), a non-profit mental health 
agency in Campbell, CA. Alyss also works at El Camino and 
Valley Medical hospitals as a volunteer chaplain, as well as at 
DreamPower Horsemanship in Gilroy where she provides      
Equine and Animal Assisted Therapies. Alyss is currently   
working on her Doctor of Ministry at Claremont School of    
Theology, where she is directed towards the advancement of 
reconciliation within the church and the LGBTQ+  
community. Prior to entering the mental health field some 8 
years ago, Alyss worked as a software/systems engineer at 
various semiconductor equipment companies in the SF Bay 
Area. Alyss is a Vietnam era Navy veteran.  
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Music Notes 
COVID, change, caution, chaos…what other “C” words come to mind?! I’ll start with CHRISTmas! Why? You may 
ask… Well, the Advent season felt somewhat chaotic to me and the days leading up to CHRISTmas were even 
more so. Thankfully, I found moments of peace, joy, love, hope, calm (there’s another “C” word for you), assur-
ance in God’s Word, and in the beautiful music of the CHRISTmas season. 
 
On the afternoon of December 19, 2021 a group of Lynnewood 
Carolers (“C” what I did there?) “reveled” together to bring cheer 
to several of our members who have been staying home for    
various reasons. What a joy it was to see Phil and Elva Cooper, 
Zee Baxter, and Bob and Carol Zedlitz!  We missed singing to 
Helen Robinson due to some schedule snafu. Nevertheless, we 
got to meet her lovely neighbors who came up to chat with us, 
and we sang carols as we walked back to where our cars were 
parked a little ways down the hill. This, and many more, were 
some of the moments I felt God say, “Peace, be still. All is well. 
Emmanuel.”  

 

CARE happens to be my “C” word, or One Word, that I’m leaning on to 
guide me through 2022. The One Word concept, gleaned from the books 
One Word That Will Change Your Life by Jon Gordon, Jimmy Page and Dan    
Britton, and My One Word by Pastor Mike Ashcraft and Rachel Olsen, have 
been a way for me to stay focused on the areas of change I see need to  
happen in my life.  
 

I hope that as we step into 2022, we remember to reflect on 2021, and even 
2020, and see how God has carried (another “C” word for you!) us through 
these pandemic times. From our reflection, let us proceed forward, then 
find moments to spend with people we love, and perhaps share music with 
our loved ones to soothe our fears, calm our nerves, or lift our spirits! 

 
Before I sign off, I have one request for Lynnewood Lines readers. If you go 

to our Lynnewood website, you’ll see that my staff bio is “missing.” I’ve been in ministry at Lynnewood since 
January 2014 and have gotten acquainted with many of you. I’m curious to know what my current Lynnewood 
family would like to know about me. So, email me your questions at amelia@lynnewood.org and I’ll use them 
to help me revise my staff bio. 

 
Change is constant! As paradoxical as it may sound, the good news is:  We serve a God that does not change! 
He is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. What an awesome God we serve! 

 

Take care and email me soon,  
 
Amelia Han Riegert 
Worship Music Coordinator and  
Principal Accompanist 
amelia@lynnewood.org 
408-207-7353 

https://www.inc.com/minda-zetlin/one-word-inspiration-new-year-resolutions-motivation.html
http://jongordon.com/books/one-word/
http://myoneword.org/about/
https://lynnewood.org/meet_our_staff/
mailto:amelia@lynnewood.org
mailto:amelia@lynnewood.org
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Bible Studies and Small Group Ministries 

 
 
 
 

 

Please remember whenever we have a quilt, it 
is not finished until you participate by tying a 
knot or laying your hands on a knot and saying 
a prayer.  
 
If you would like to help with this ministry, 
please contact Michele at 447-9141 

PRAYERS & SQUARES 

DREAM GROUP 
 

This group, led by Lisa Rigge, meets the third  
Thursday of the month at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Library.  
 
The group uses a projective method of dream 
work, and anyone interested in joining the 
group  will need to have some training or 
experience in this method. 
 
We are looking for those who are interested in  
committing to the group for at least six 
months. These six-month sessions occur 
roughly from  February to July, and August to 
January. Both Lynnewood and other local 
community members are invited to join! 

KNITTING GROUP 
 

The knitting group is on hiatus at the moment 
as they await more volunteers. If you know how 
to knit and would like to join this group, please 
contact Yvonne Greenlee.  

MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY  
 

Join this group every Monday at 7 P.M. to read 
and discuss thought-provoking books and other 
topics. They will be reading  Ruth & Esther from 
the LifeChange Bible Study Series. All are wel-
come to join and discuss the book! 
 
Zoom Meeting ID: 822 241 9110 
Password: 4444  
 
Mobile: Call (669) 900-6833. Enter the meeting 
ID and then the password when prompted.  

NOURISH AT NOON 
 

Join Pastor Jenn at noon on Monday, January 
24, for a time of sharing and prayer. Come and 
nourish at noon through Zoom.  
 
This women’s spiritual formation group reads a 
variety of books, poems, and articles. It’s not a 
Bible study: the readings are a starting point for 
conversation, personal reflection, and discerning 
God’s movement in our lives. 
 
Meeting ID: 833 6207 5987 #  
Participant ID: Just press #  
Password: 4444 Mobile: Call (669) 900-6833. En-
ter the meeting ID and then the password when 
prompted.  
To MUTE or UNMUTE, please press *6  
 
We will meet again on November 22 Details are  
forthcoming, so please keep an eye on the 
weekly e-newsletter! 
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Seasoned Citizens 
A Picture is worth a thousand words! On December 11, 2021 the Seasoned Citizens 
gathered together at the church for our Christmas luncheon. Soups, ham and salad 
were served. And, for dessert, it was cheesecake! Thank you to Mary Ellen and Doug 
Huey for hosting this very special luncheon. Thirty-six attended this year. Due to the  
increase in COVID-19 cases, we will not have a luncheon this month but will look      
forward to meeting again soon once it is safer. 
 

Our young servers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Seasoned Citizens: 

 

 
 
Seasoned Citizens - One of our most popular groups is our 
seniors’ monthly luncheon group. If you are retired, you qualify as a 
“seasoned citizen”! Contact Carol Ruley (925-829-0411 or 
carolruley@icloud.com) for the date with a chance to meet new friends. 

mailto:carolruley@icloud.com
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General Announcements 
 

 

New Bank for Donations 

The finance committee has initiated a lot of 
exciting new changes to our financial reporting 
systems this year. We hope these new systems 
will help us better serve our church family.  
Lynnewood has been blessed with folk who give 
generously of their time, talent and donations. 
 
One of the changes we have made is with our 
bank. We are no longer doing business with UBB
(United Business Bank). We are now using Chase 
for our banking needs. We are requesting that 
anyone who is still using UBB for their 
Lynnewood church donations to switch to Chase 
bank. If your direct donation is through a third  
party, like an employer, you will need to 
notify them of the change as well.  If you use 
Vanco for your donations, no action is needed. 
 
You can call the church at 925-846-0221 and ask 
Allie or Riana to help you make the 
change. Thank you for your continued generous 
support of Lynnewood. 

Dear Lynnewood Family, 
 
On Sunday, January 9th, Lynnewood staff made 
the decision to suspend in-person worship for the 
month of January. Worship will continue to happen 
on January 16, 23, and 30th on Zoom and YouTube 
only. We know this decision is disappointing for 
many of us, and it was not made lightly. After  
multiple reports of staff and volunteer exposures 
and necessary isolation periods, we realized that it 
was in everyone’s best interest to pause in-person 
worship. We will use the technology at our  
disposal to continue our faith journey together, 
while keeping everyone emotionally and physically 
well. 
 
The staff and Church Council will continue to moni-
tor COVID cases in our area and the impact on our 
church community, schools and hospitals, as we 
assess a date for healthy return to in person  
worship.    
 
May God continue to bless and lead us in Grace 
during this time, 
 
Pastor Jenn 

Online Worship ONLY This Month 

Adult Discipleship Time After                   
Virtual Worship in January  

After each virtual worship service in January, we will 
all stay on Zoom for a time of fellowship and           
discussion related to the sermon and topics covered 
during each worship service. We greatly look forward 
to these opportunities to discuss our faith and lives 
and grow together as a beloved community.  

 
Let’s Nurture Kindness This Month! 

For the next nine months, Lynnewood’s social    
media will highlight the fruits of the Spirit from    
Galatians 5. Each month will also feature an         
inspirational quote and spiritual practice. 

This January, we’ll be practicing Kindness,           
especially in starting off the new year on the right 
foot! Have you been following Lynnewood on    
Facebook and  Instagram to see everything we 
shared? 

If you have news, photos, or ideas to share, we 
want to hear them! Please send your materials to 
office@lynnewood.org. 

facebook.com/lynnewoodchurch
http://www.instagram.com/lynnewoodchurch
mailto:office@lynnewood.org?subject=Social%20Media%20submission


Children and Youth News 
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SSP Registration 

We will be attending SSP Week 1 this Summer! Our 
Smith River trip will begin July 3rd, 2022. Middle 
school and High school participants are welcome. 
Corey will be sending out more info and              
registration soon.  

Devotional: A Bold & Renewing Faith 

Sunday School Updates 

Since we are worshipping virtually during the 
month of January, Corey will be sending out at 
home lessons to do with your children and youth 
on Wednesdays in January. 
 
These lessons will include videos, crafts, and      
discussion points that everyone can do from the 
comfort of their home. The lesson will include a 
supply list filled with items that should be easily 
accessible or already in your home. 
 
Then, on each Sunday, Corey will be sending out a 
follow up lesson filled with activities and at home 
discussion topics to help all of us continue the  
conversation during the week.  

We Need Your Input! 

As we continue to build our family ministry   
programs, we would love to hear from you. 
What topics would your family like to explore 
together? Please contact Corey with any and  
all input.  

Subscribe to the Weekly Family 
Ministry Newsletter 

If you are not receiving our weekly Family Ministry 
newsletter, please let Corey know. This is how we 
will communicate our topics, devotionals, and     
special events each week.  

COVID. Environmental disasters. War. Political  
divide. World Hunger. Broken and difficult         
relationships. There are so many factors that can 
cause us to slowly lose hope and energy. There 
are so many reasons we can give to why we 
might feel darkness, despair, and a lack of       
spiritual motivation. 
 
However, there is one simple reason why we are 
able to continue on this journey called life - our 
faith. Our faith is the source for our purpose. Our 
faith is the spring from which our ability to love, 
be courageous, and live a life of hope flows. Our 
faith not only explains why our life and world may 
look and feel a certain way, but also gives us a 
new perspective on how to react to and think 
through the speed bumps we encounter along 
the way. Our faith in a loving and forgiving God 
gives us the ability to boldly say that we each are 
beloved and well pleasing in the eyes of our  
Creator. Our faith can renew our minds, bodies, 
and souls when times are difficult, lacking hope. 
The more our faith strengthens, the more we are 
able to rely on God and those in our church  
community, the more we are able to begin each 
day with a renewed sense of purpose and hope.  
 
From darkness comes light. From faith comes the 
renewing waters of our baptisms. Let us allow 
our Spirit filled faith to renew us each day, each 
moment. Our ever renewing mind, body, and soul 
will consequently allow us to continue to take 
bold actions in our life. It is not enough to have a 
faith that renews us. We have to push forward 
from that place of renewal towards actions that 
boldly love, forgive, and speak truth. 
 
So, as we continue into unknown times that may 
be filled with difficulties, let us proceed with 
peace, love, hope, and bold actions. Actions that 
continue to mold our life and community to look 
more and more like the kingdom of God. Actions 
that look at each person and boldly say they are 
beloved and worthy of love. Actions that let us 
listen to and respond with renewing love to those 
who cry out. Be bold. Be renewed. Be faithful.  
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Lynnewood Outreach 

Lynnewood Needs Your Help!  
Join Our Tech Team 

As Lynnewood finds its new rhythm with  
n-person services, livestreaming, and youth  
ministry, we’re asking our gifted congregation 
to volunteer some of their time and energy to 
this continuing transition. 
 
We need volunteers to join our Tech Team to 
help operate our cameras, sound, and Zoom 
hosting; we will train you in whatever area 
you're interested in. Every Sunday, we 
typically need at least one person on sound, 
one person hosting the Zoom meeting, and 
two people operating the cameras. If you'd 
like to lend a hand and join our wonderful tech 
team, please contact the office 
at office@lynnewood.org for more information. 
 
We are so blessed with our dedicated 
volunteers! Thank you for your support.  

Thank You for All of 
Your Generous Giving! 

This season, you have gone above and beyond in 
your   giving! From our food bank collection, to our 
Giving Tree and Alternative Giving Catalog, thank you 
for your support and generosity.  
 
Specifically for our Giving Tree, we raised over $8,900 
in gift cards and provided 5 families with clothes and 
toys for the holidays. Our Lynnewood family is     
amazing! 

We Still Accept Egg Cartons 

The Tri-Valley Haven Food Pantry is still  
overwhelmed with the needs of the underserved in 
our community. You can do your part by continuing 
to donate egg cartons, both 12 and 18 size (no 6 or 
24), along with  plastic grocery bags.  Bring them 
Sunday morning or drop off during office hours. 
Remember it’s all the little things that can make a 
difference. Thank you!  

Thank you to Lisa Sogo for building the Prayer Stable 
you saw throughout Advent, and thank you to everyone 
who shared your prayers of hope and healing. May we 
carry those words with us throughout the new year. 

mailto:office@lynnewood.org


Happy Birthday… 
 

2 George Billing 
 

9 Mary Behrendt 
 

14 Dianne Abram 

    JoAnne Wright 

    Jim Beattie 
 

15 Chris Idowu 
 

18 Henry Bull 
 

19 Andrea Donatucci 
 

21 Peter Dunworth 

24 Joy Ellebrecht 
 

26 Jack Reaugh 
 

28 Helen Whitaker 
 

29 Sandy Hansen 
 

30 Gary Chong 
 

31 Cindy Kahl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 

Birthdays… 
 

2 Ryan Hughes 

   Joan Nibert 
 

4 Amy McCarthy 
 

5 Steve Kirch 

  Herman Koberle 
 

6 Tricia Kim Walsh 
 

7 Marti Salomon 
 

10 Rosevie Dorch 
 

11 Mikaela Dorch 

    Michael Beckley 
 

14 Marnie Santoyo 
 

15 Margene Rivara 
 

16 David Ellebrecht 
 

19 Raeanne Passatino 
 

20 Bruce Chinn 
 

22 Josh Mishler-Culwell 
 

28 Carole Lince 

January 

Happy Anniversary… 

 

15 Navin and Sharon Veerapal 

 1990       32 years 

 

17 Kiran Nimmathota and Manisha 

Dolui 

 2019      3 years  

 

28 Johnson Gill and Neena Johnson 

 1989       33 years 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 


