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Pastor’s Letter 

The songs of Christmas are all around us – from Rudolph and Jingle 
Bells, to Silent Night and Little Drummer Boy. The air is filled with the 
sound of hope, community, love, and joy! The  ancients are singing their 
songs, too. From Isaiah and Zechariah to Mary and John, we hear songs 
of God’s power to bring  mercy and justice to a world in need. 
What’s your favorite Christmas song? Why? I love the Huron Carol and O 
Little Town of Bethlehem; their melodies evoke a sense of wonder and 
mystery within. But one of my favorites is a relatively unfamiliar song by 
Tricia Yearwood called, It Wasn’t His Child. The song is written from      
Joseph’s perspective, as he does his best to raise a child that is not is 
own. By the end of the song, we hear exactly why Joseph’s child is   
different from the rest. “He grew up with his hands in wood. And he died 
with his hands in wood. He was God’s child…” 
For me, this is the essence of every Christmas song. Every song speaks of 
the wondrous idea that the Power of Creation isn’t distant and                
impersonal, but fully present in our human lives. It is an almost               
unbelievable notion really; that God is so in love with each of us that “He” 
gave up eternity to become one with us. But that’s the Christmas story. 
The wonder isn’t that the  Creator would die for us, but that the Creator 
chose to live with us, for us and in us -forever. Every star that shines,  
every light that twinkles, every gift we receive is all meant to convey the 
same glorious love song to us, “God so loves the world that he gives his 
son!” How can we not join in the song with gratitude for this gift? 
This Christmas season I am grateful to be worshipping in-person and 
online! I am grateful that Seasoned Citizens will be able to hold their     
annual party, that the Christmas Orchestra will fill the sanctuary with   
glory, that each Sunday will hold an opportunity for special fellowship 
and cheer and that we will resume Christmas caroling to our members 
who cannot be with us in person. I am also incredibly grateful to           
celebrate the holiest night of the year in our sanctuary with music,      
candlelighting and joy for everyone in our community. 
As you go about the activities and events of this season, let music fill your 
days. Let the songs remind you of God’s unending presence and love for 
you, let them fill your heart with gratitude, hope and generosity toward 
the world! 
 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year, so let your heart sing! 
 

Pastor Jenn 
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Sermons and Stephen Ministry 

Sermon Topics for 
December 2021 

 
December 5: 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Scripture Dramatic Reading Luke 1:5-25, 57-80 
Zechariah’s Song: When Peace Conquers Fear 
                             Holy Communion 
                         Special Music: Handbells 
  
December 12: 3rd Sunday of Advent 
Zephaniah 3: 1-3 and Luke 3:1-3, 7-14 
The Prophet’s Song: When Love Changes Our Hearts 
                             Special Music: Choir 
 
December 19: 4th Sunday of Advent 
Scripture Dramatic Reading Luke 1:26-31; 36-55 
Mary’s Song: When Joy Overflows 
                             Special Music: Christmas Orchestra 
 
December 24: Christmas Eve 
7PM Traditional Service with Choir & Candlelighting  
 
December 26: ONLINE WORSHIP ONLY 
      (Zoom  & YouTube) 
Join us for carols and a reflection on what it means to 
allow Christ to dwell in our hearts.  

  
  
  
  

 
Walking Alongside One Another 

 

We recently celebrated the commissioning of six 
new Stephen Ministers during our Sunday 
worship services. Joan Nibert, Lisa Sogo, Kiran 
Nimmathota, Pearl Fajardo, Lisa Rigge and Mario 
Roeschke have the spiritual gifts to be Stephen 
Ministers. They have participated in 50 hours of 
training, learning to provide one-on-one Christian 
care to people in our congregation and 
community who are experiencing challenges in 
life – grief,  loneliness, divorce, hospitalization, 
disability, job loss and other difficulties. We are 
grateful for their strong faith and compassion that     
inspired their response to God’s call. We ask for 
your prayers for the continued success in this 
special  ministry. To learn how to receive care 
from a Stephen Minister, please call Pastor Jenn 
(925) 846-0221) or Linda Van Pelt  (510) 376-0483. 

The Songs of Christmas 
Lynnewood Advent & Christmas Series 2021 

 

 
Everyone loves a good Christmas carol, don’t they? Some Christmas carols fill our hearts with 
child-like delight, as we anticipate Santa Claus and presents under the tree. Others fill our hearts with 
gratitude for the abundant grace God provides. But, every Christmas carol ultimately sings of our 
longing for a better world; one of wonder, peace and love. This Advent season, we will prepare for 
Christ’s coming by uncovering the stories behind some of our most beloved Christmas carols. We’ll 
also turn to the ancient songs of scripture; songs first sung by the people who participated in Jesus’ 
birth. From the ancient to the new, we’ll sing of hope that carries us through challenges, peace that 
overcomes fear, love that changes us, and joy that overflows in the presence of God. 
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Music Notes 
This Advent Season, Pastor Jenn chose the theme “The Songs of Christmas” as the title for our       
Advent sermon series. We were asked to share our favorite Christmas carol, and I’m sure most of 
you, like me, have found it difficult to name just one. As I thought about that question, I remembered 
the Amy Grant concert I attended live in San Jose in October. One of the songs she sang was 
“Emmanuel,” a powerful reminder that God is with us — always — as our Wonderful Counselor, Lord 
of Life, Lord of All, Prince of Peace, and Holy One. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have needed this sense of “God with us” more than ever this past and present pandemic season. 
With ever changing safety protocols throwing curve balls at us, having to adapt to a new way of life 
that requires us to be extra careful in everything we do, we have needed to feel our Higher Power 
close by. Thank God for the reassurance that He is always with us, just a prayer away, guiding us,   
protecting us, listening to our pleas, comforting us, surrounding us with peace. 
 
As we celebrate this Christmas, may we continue to look for signs of “God with us” — in all our 
circumstances, in the people we meet, in the beauty of the winter season, in the music of the carols. 
May we experience “God with us” so that we may share that glory of His Being especially with those 
who have not yet experienced His glorious presence and saving grace. 
 
Joyfully, 
 
Amelia Han Riegert 
Worship Music Coordinator and Principal Accompanist 
amelia@lynnewood.org 
408-207-7353 

mailto:amelia@lynnewood.org
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Bible Studies and Small Group Ministries 

 
 
 
 

 

Please remember whenever we have a quilt, it 
is not finished until you participate by tying a 
knot or laying your hands on a knot and saying 
a prayer.  
 
If you would like to help with this ministry, 
please contact Michele at 447-9141 

PRAYERS & SQUARES 

DREAM GROUP 
 

This group, led by Lisa Rigge, meets the third  
Thursday of the month at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Library.  
 
The group uses a projective method of dream 
work, and anyone interested in joining the 
group  will need to have some training or 
experience in this method. 
 
We are looking for those who are interested in  
committing to the group for at least six 
months. These six-month sessions occur 
roughly from  February to July, and August to 
January. Both Lynnewood and other local 
community members are invited to join! 

KNITTING GROUP 
 

The knitting group is on hiatus at the moment 
as they await more volunteers. If you know how 
to knit and would like to join this group, please 
contact Yvonne Greenlee.  

MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY  
 

Join this group every Monday at 7 P.M. to read 
and discuss thought-provoking books and other 
topics. They will be reading  Ruth & Esther from 
the LifeChange Bible Study Series. All are wel-
come to join and discuss the book! 
 
Zoom Meeting ID: 822 241 9110 
Password: 4444  
 
Mobile: Call (669) 900-6833. Enter the meeting 
ID and then the password when prompted.  

NOURISH AT NOON 
 

Join Pastor Jenn at noon on Monday, December 
27, for a time of sharing and prayer. Come and 
nourish at noon through Zoom.  
 
This women’s spiritual formation group reads a 
variety of books, poems, and articles. It’s not a 
Bible study: the readings are a starting point for 
conversation, personal reflection, and discerning 
God’s movement in our lives. 
 
Meeting ID: 833 6207 5987 #  
Participant ID: Just press #  
Password: 4444 Mobile: Call (669) 900-6833. En-
ter the meeting ID and then the password when 
prompted.  
To MUTE or UNMUTE, please press *6  
 
We will meet again on November 22 Details are  
forthcoming, so please keep an eye on the 
weekly e-newsletter! 
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Seasoned Citizens 
 
Our Seasoned Citizens enjoyed our monthly luncheon at Frankie, Johnnie and Luigi 
Too in Dublin on Tuesday, November 16, 2021. We had our biggest group since 
returning to restaurants in August. Seventeen our our special group enjoyed lunch 
together. 
 
We are looking forward to our Christmas luncheon December 11. If you are a 
Seasoned Citizen, I hope you will join us at the church. It will be great to be together 
again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seasoned Citizens - One of our most popular groups is our 
seniors’ monthly luncheon group. If you are retired, you qualify as a 
“seasoned citizen”! Contact Carol Ruley (925-829-0411 or 
carolruley@icloud.com) for the date with a chance to meet new friends. 

mailto:carolruley@icloud.com
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General Announcements 
 

 

New Bank for Donations 

The finance committee has initiated a lot of 
exciting new changes to our financial reporting 
systems this year. We hope these new systems 
will help us better serve our church family.  
Lynnewood has been blessed with folk who give 
generously of their time, talent and donations. 
 
One of the changes we have made is with our 
bank. We are no longer doing business with UBB
(United Business Bank). We are now using Chase 
for our banking needs. We are requesting that 
anyone who is still using UBB for their 
Lynnewood church donations to switch to Chase 
bank. If your direct donation is through a third  
party, like an employer, you will need to 
notify them of the change as well.  If you use 
Vanco for your donations, no action is needed. 
 
You can call the church at 925-846-0221 and ask 
Allie or Riana to help you make the 
change. Thank you for your continued generous 
support of Lynnewood. 

I'd like to express my appreciation for the care and   
concern, kind words of condolences, and             
numerous cards that I have received this past 
month from my Lynnewood family on the passing 
of my Dad. Thank you for reaching out! It has 
meant a lot to me to know that my Lynnewood 
family is praying for me and my family during this 
time of grieving. I am thankful that I was able to go 
home to Singapore to be with my Mom for about 2 
weeks and honor the life of my Dad. He lived a 
good long 94 years, most of which he spent in  
mission and church work. I am ever grateful for his 
firm faith in God through all the trials of his life and 
the example he showed us that trusting God with 
our lives is the best way to live. 

Gratefully, 

Amelia 

From Amelia Han Riegert—Thank You! 

Friendly Reminder from the Trustees 

Now that Lynnewood’s activities on our campus have 
increased, it is important to remind all Lynnewood 
members that nobody is to be on the Quarry Lane 
school grounds from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. For the 
protection of the children and staff, any visitors or 
church folks who need to access the Fellowship Hall 
or outside in the fenced playgrounds need to seek 
permission at the Quarry Lane office. This permission 
is needed for any areas in the playgrounds or within 
the Fellowship Hall building, except for the Kitchen. 

 
Let’s Practice Patience This Month! 

For the next nine months, Lynnewood’s social media 
will highlight the fruits of the Spirit from Galatians 5. 
Each month will also feature an inspirational quote 
and spiritual  practice. 

This December, we’ll be practicing Patience,           
especially in the coming of Christ! Have you been   
following Lynnewood on Facebook and Instagram to 
see everything we shared? 

If you have news, photos, or ideas to share, we want 
to hear them! Please send your materials to 
office@lynnewood.org. 

facebook.com/lynnewoodchurch
http://www.instagram.com/lynnewoodchurch
mailto:office@lynnewood.org?subject=Social%20Media%20submission


Children and Youth News 
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SSP Registration 

We will be attending SSP Week 1 this Summer! Our 
Smith River trip will begin July 3rd, 2022. Middle 
school and High school participants are welcome. 
Corey will be sending out more info and              
registration soon.  

Devotional: Inner Peace 

Sunday School This Month 

Youth and Children will meet during worship in  
December and January. We will not have Sunday 
school on   December 26th of January 2nd. Starting 
in January, our Sunday school lessons will connect 
to the sermon series. Be on the lookout for         
midweek devotionals, take home materials, and 
videos.  

We Need Your Input! 

As we continue to build our family ministry   
programs, we would love to hear from you. 
What topics would your family like to explore 
together? Please contact Corey with any and  
all input.  

Subscribe to the Weekly Family 
Ministry Newsletter 

If you are not receiving our weekly Family Ministry 
newsletter, please let Corey know. This is how we 
will communicate our topics, devotionals, and     
special events each week.  

Be still my soul. Repeat that 3 times. Repeat that 
a thousand times today. Repeat that a million 
times the rest of your life. My soul can not utter 
this prayer enough. 
 
Somedays this is my only prayer. Somedays this 
prayer comes as easy as the breath that fills my 
lungs. Other days, this prayer feels as distant as a 
lost memory - drifting away from me like a leaf in 
the cold winter breeze. Again and again during 
the hard days I ask myself why my soul can not 
be still. I venture down the thought path of    
wondering if something is wrong with me. Or am I 
simply a product of my environment and societal 
rhythms? Yet, I do not feel ashamed. I am human. 
 
Life is crazy. It is hard to slow down. But can we? 
Can we truly slow down? Can our souls be still 
and know that God is present? Can we possibly 
do this when Christmas and New Years and      
expectations are right around the corner? Yes. 
We have to. I have to. My soul, body, and mind 
need it. God commands it. So, we shall try. We 
shall try and be still so that peace may run over 
us like the waters of baptism.  
 
This, my friends, is one of the largest dilemmas of 
our modern (really postmodern) society. Society 
says we have to do more, consume more,         
experience more, post more. Yet, we all want 
peace. Inner peace. Peace with others. World 
peace. (Most of us want this one. Some in our   
society choose chaos.) We can only have peace 
with others and create peace in our church, 
homes, and communities if we have inner peace. 
So, be still my soul. We have to open our souls 
and calm our minds to breathe in the peace of 
Christ. That most intimate peace that will calm 
the raging waters and cleanse the burning        
desires in the deepest part of our being. So, take 
a moment. Be still. Allow yourself to feel peace.  
 
Rest in that peaceful moment. Revive your mind, 
body, and soul as you live into the inner peace 
God gives you. Nestle into the loving embrace of 
our Creator. May peace fill our souls this week. 

Questions for the Week 

How can you seek inner peace today? 
 
What has been a moment in the past year that 
you have felt inner peace? 
 
What daily practice can you create in your life 
so that your soul can be still? 
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Lynnewood Outreach 

Lynnewood Needs Your Help!  
Volunteer Your Time and Skills 

As Lynnewood finds its new rhythm with  
n-person services, livestreaming, and youth  
ministry, we’re asking our gifted congregation 
to volunteer some of their time and energy to 
this continuing transition. 
 
We need volunteers to join our Tech Team to 
help operate our cameras, sound, and Zoom 
hosting; we will train you in whatever area 
you're interested in. Every Sunday, we 
typically need at least one person on sound, 
one person hosting the Zoom meeting, and 
two people operating the cameras. If you'd 
like to lend a hand and join our wonderful tech 
team, please contact the office 
at office@lynnewood.org for more information. 
 
If your heart is called to serve in youth 
ministry, we need volunteers for our Sunday 
School and Youth Group programs. Sunday 
School meets every Sunday during our 
worship service. Our teachers facilitate 30-40 
minutes of activities outside. Our Youth Group, 
comprising of 6th-12th graders, meets every 
Sunday at 7PM. Our leaders would lead 20-30 
minutes of small-group discussions on Zoom. 
If you would like to learn more about either of 
these opportunities, please contact our new 
Youth Director Corey Forrester 
at corey@lynnewood.org.  
 
We are so blessed with our dedicated 
volunteers! Thank you for your support.  

The Giving Tree Goes Virtual 

This year, we will once again have the 
opportunity to bring holiday blessings to 
approximately 80 children & their families from 
the Tri-Valley area. Many of the children are in 
desperate need of clothes, sweaters, jackets, etc., 
though it’s also wonderful if they have a toy to 
open on Christmas. However, given the 
Ongoing pandemic, we will offer “no contact” 
giving again this year. Therefore, we will have a 
“Giving Tree” campaign for donations to purchase 

Lynnewood’s Alternative 
Christmas Catalog is Here! 

This is the perfect opportunity to give beyond the 
ordinary: the practice of giving a donation 
in someone’s honor rather than a physical gift. It 
truly is two gifts in one! 
 
Our catalog this year offers four organizations that 
Outreach felt represented different and 
important challenges to address. The Alameda 
County Community Food Bank is supplying 
food to many organizations and food pantries in 
our county. Food insecurity is even greater 
now since the pandemic began. Katherine Parker, 
our missionary in Nepal, continues to be our 
representative offering hope and a future in that 
country. Sierra Service Project is a much 
loved Lynnewood program which mentors our 
young people serving God and strengthening 
their faith journeys working to repair homes in 
indigenous communities. La Familia is a 
longstanding organization which provides many 
resources to the underserved multicultural 
communities in Alameda County. 
 
The catalog was emailed to you last month and is 
also be available in the narthex. Please read 
the instructions on the order form, and remember 
to send the order form with your check so 
the donation can be applied correctly. We hope 
this makes holiday giving easy and meaningful. 

Target and Walmart gift cards for the families. 
Contributions may be mailed to or dropped off at 
the church, or Betsy will gladly pick them up. 
Please write “Giving Tree” on the memo line. All 
donations must be in by December 12, so we can 
purchase and distribute the gift cards before 
winter break. If you have any questions or would 
like to request donation pickup, please 
contact Betsy McClellan 
at eamcclellan@yahoo.com or at (925)640-1402. 

mailto:office@lynnewood.org
mailto:corey@lynnewood.org
mailto:eamcclellan@yahoo.com?subject=Annual%20Giving%20Tree


Happy Birthday… 
 

3 Jaydene Koberle 
 

6 Rita Carlson 
 

9 Evonne Peters 
 

10 Jun Leven Puno 
 

14 Vicki Daughtry 

    Kathryn Henry 
 

23 Jim Bailey 

    Sandra Bull 
 

31 Noelle Woodward 

 

January 

Birthdays… 
 

2 George Billing 
 

9 Mary Behrendt 
 

14 Dianne Abram 

    JoAnne Wright 

    Jim Beattie 
 

15 Chris Idowu 
 

18 Henry Bull 
 

19 Andrea Donatucci 
 

21 Peter Dunworth 

24 Joy Ellebrecht 
 

26 Jack Reaugh 
 

28 Helen Whitaker 
 

29 Sandy Hansen 
 

30 Gary Chong 
 

31 Cindy Kahl 

December 

Happy Anniversary… 
 

 

18 Cat and Grace Ionescu 

 2010      11 years  

 

30 Mary and Duane Baker   

 1956       65 years 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 


