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Pastor’s Letter 

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” 
 
I recently stumbled upon this quote by Winston Churchill and I’ve been 
amazed at how profoundly true it is. Our relationships take on meaning 
and importance when we pour our time and our hearts into them. Careers      
define us for the good when they allow us to give our skills toward a   
better vision for the world. Spiritually, we come alive when we give     
ourselves to God and one another in ways that are honest and loving. Our 
lives are defined by what we give. 
 
But, giving generously can’t be forced. It is the natural result of gratitude 
and a life lived in the Spirit of God. During this season of thanksgiving, I’d 
ask you to reflect upon two things: the blessings in your life for which you 
are grateful and the blessings you want to share with others, so that the 
world might be changed.  
 
I am grateful for this beautiful Earth and all it provides. I am grateful for 
family and friends, simple pleasures like coffee, a morning run, and music 
to fill my heart. Most of all, I am grateful for the good news of God’s love 
in Jesus and the privilege of sharing it every day. I pray that in the          
upcoming year, my giving can empower ministries that promote equality, 
ease the burden of poverty, build understanding across differences, and 
seek non-violent solutions to conflict. The good news is that much of the     
difference I want to make already happens right here in this church! For 
that, I am truly grateful.  
 
During this season of giving thanks, I pray that you will take time to think 
about the people, experiences and blessings you treasure most. Let      
gratitude fill your hearts and change how you live and give.  Early     
Christian mystic, Meister Eckhart, said, “If the only prayer you say in your 
life is thank you that would suffice.”  
 
May our lives be one long thank you to God and may our gratitude        
inspire us to give, 

Pastor Jenn 
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Sermons and Stephen Ministry 

Sermon Topics for 
November 2021 

 
November 7: “The Widow’s Might” 
        Mark 12:28-34 
               Holy Communion 
  
November 14: Rev. Heather Hammer  
     preaching 
        Mark 13 
          Special music: Piano/Organ Duet 
 
November 21: Thanksgiving Sunday 
     Deuteronomy 8:7-18 
      Special music: Choir  
 
November 28: 1st Advent Sunday 
                “The Ancestor’s Song:  
        Hope When All Feels Hopeless” 
     Isaiah 64:1-9  
      Special music: Choir  

  
  
  
  

 
Walking Alongside One Another 

 

We recently celebrated the commissioning of six new  
Stephen Ministers during our Sunday worship services. 
Joan Nibert, Lisa Sogo, Kiran Nimmathota, Pearl Fajardo, 
Lisa Rigge and Mario Roeschke have the spiritual gifts to 
be Stephen Ministers. They have participated in 50 hours 
of training, learning to provide one-on-one Christian care 
to people in our congregation and community who are 
experiencing challenges in life – grief,  loneliness, divorce, 
hospitalization, disability, job loss and other difficulties. We 
are grateful for their strong faith and compassion that     
inspired their response to God’s call. We ask for your   
prayers for the continued success in this special  ministry. 
To learn how to receive care from a Stephen Minister, 
please call Pastor Jenn (925) 846-0221) or Linda Van Pelt  
(510) 376-0483. 

With Glad and Generous Hearts 
Lynnewood Fall Series 

 

Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their with 
glad and generous hearts (Acts 2:46) 

 

What a beautiful image of the early Christian church! Following the blessing of Pentecost, Jesus’    
followers lived with an uncommon joy and generosity. Filled with awe and wonder, they shared with 
one another so that no one lived in poverty. They prayed and worshipped together, they ate            
together, and lived for the good of all. Is it any wonder the church grew? We don’t have to go back to 
the 1st century to experience these spiritual blessings. Throughout October and November, we will 
hear Jesus inviting us to serve, share, and love with greater freedom and grace right now. Christ still 
invites us to live with an overflowing bounty that changes us and the world. 

Church Conference 2021 
 

“I am the Church! You are the Church! We are the Church together!”  
 

Our Annual Church Conference will be held on Tuesday, November 16 from 6:30-8 PM. This     
meeting will be held in person in the sanctuary and on Zoom. We will review our membership      
report, elect committee and ministry team leaders, approve pastoral compensation, and celebrate 
our ministry accomplishments of the last year. But, mostly we want to hear from you. We will engage 
in a holy conversation reflecting upon the spiritual needs of our community, our congregation and 
our inmost hearts. That conversation will guide our ministry plans for 2022, so we hope you’ll be there 
to take part.   

“All who follow Jesus, all around the world! Yes, we’re the church together!”  
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Music Notes 
Did you know that November is National Gratitude Month? It comes as no surprise to me perhaps 
since Americans celebrate Thanksgiving in the month of November. “National Gratitude Month” was 
submitted by Stacey Grewal and proclaimed by the Registrar at National Day Calendar in August 

2015. It is no secret that practicing an attitude of       
gratitude benefits us physically, emotionally, and     
spiritually. 
 
As Worship Music Coordinator, I am grateful for the   
talents that so many people willingly bring to the 
production of our worship services from week to week. 
Naturally, you’ll think I am referring to those who are 
involved in Music Ministry at Lynnewood. Yes, without a 
doubt. Members of the Chancel Choir directed by our 
multi-talented Choir Director, Ondine Young. The Borris 
Family and Phil DeLand who helped us celebrate All 
Saints Sunday with a rousing rendition of “When the 
Saints Go Marching In.” Numerous others who bring us 
beautiful special music and lead us in praise and     
worship each week. 
 
There are also, however, other individuals in addition to 

our musicians who play an essential part in our worship services. Our Tech Team works behind the 
scenes to run our camera and sound equipment and in so doing, allow people who tune in online to 
experience worship with those of us in the Sanctuary. 
Many thanks to Allie Knofczynski, Sharon Brockman, 
Doug Huey, Robert Woodward, Alissa Kruse, Jeff   
McFadden, Ben Sturm, Kiran Nimmathota, Raeanne 
Pasantino, and Steve Gillaspy who are on rotation to     
author our ProPresenter presentations, launch Zoom 
meetings, run cameras, or monitor sound equipment. 
Without their essential technical skills, we wouldn’t be 
able to experience worship as we have each week.      
Although you see several names listed above, we are 
still in need of volunteers to join our Tech Team. 
 
As always, I would love to hear from you if you are        
interested in joining our Chancel Choir, play or sing for 
special music, or join our Tech Team. 
 
Gratefully, 
Amelia Han Riegert 
Worship Music Coordinator and Principal Accompanist 
amelia@lynnewood.org 
408-207-7353 

mailto:amelia@lynnewood.org


November 2021                              The Lynnewood Lines                                     Page 4 

Bible Studies and Small Group Ministries 

 
 
 
 

 

Please remember whenever we have a quilt, it 
is not finished until you participate by tying a 
knot or laying your hands on a knot and saying 
a prayer.  
 
If you would like to help with this ministry, 
please contact Michele at 447-9141 

PRAYERS & SQUARES 

DREAM GROUP 
 

This group, led by Lisa Rigge, meets the third  
Thursday of the month at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Library.  
 
The group uses a projective method of dream 
work, and anyone interested in joining the 
group  will need to have some training or 
experience in this method. 
 
We are looking for those who are interested in  
committing to the group for at least six 
months. These six-month sessions occur 
roughly from  February to July, and August to 
January. Both Lynnewood and other local 
community members are invited to join! 

KNITTING GROUP 
 

The knitting group is on hiatus at the moment 
as they await more volunteers. If you know how 
to knit and would like to join this group, please 
contact Yvonne Greenlee.  

MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY  
 

Join this group every Monday at 7 P.M. to read 
and discuss thought-provoking books and other 
topics. They will be reading  Ruth & Esther from 
the LifeChange Bible Study Series. All are wel-
come to join and discuss the book! 
 
Zoom Meeting ID: 822 241 9110 
Password: 4444  
 
Mobile: Call (669) 900-6833. Enter the meeting 
ID and then the password when prompted.  

NOURISH AT NOON 
 

Join Pastor Jenn at noon on Monday, November 
22, for a time of sharing and prayer. Come and 
nourish at noon through Zoom.  
 
This women’s spiritual formation group reads a 
variety of books, poems, and articles. It’s not a 
Bible study: the readings are a starting point for 
conversation, personal reflection, and discerning 
God’s movement in our lives. 
 
Meeting ID: 833 6207 5987 #  
Participant ID: Just press #  
Password: 4444 Mobile: Call (669) 900-6833. En-
ter the meeting ID and then the password when 
prompted.  
To MUTE or UNMUTE, please press *6  
 
We will meet again on November 22 Details are  
forthcoming, so please keep an eye on the 
weekly e-newsletter! 
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Lynnewood Outreach 

Lynnewood Needs Your Help!  
Volunteer Your Time and Skills 

As Lynnewood finds its new rhythm with in-
person services, livestreaming, and youth  
ministry, we’re asking our gifted congregation 
to volunteer some of their time and energy to 
this continuing transition. 
 
We need volunteers to join our Tech Team to 
help operate our cameras, sound, and Zoom 
hosting; we will train you in whatever area 
you're interested in. Every Sunday, we typically 
need at least one person on sound, one person 
hosting the Zoom meeting, and two people  
operating the cameras. If you'd like to lend a 
hand and join our wonderful tech team, please 
contact the office at office@lynnewood.org for 
more information. 
 
If your heart is called to serve in youth ministry, 
we need volunteers for our Sunday School and 
Youth Group programs. Sunday School meets 
every Sunday during our worship service. Our 
teachers facilitate 30-40 minutes of activities 
outside. Our Youth Group, comprising of 6th-
12th graders, meets every Sunday at 7PM. Our 
leaders would lead 20-30 minutes of small-
group discussions on Zoom. If you would like to 
learn more about either of these opportunities, 
please contact our new Youth Director 
Corey Forrester at corey@lynnewood.org.  
 
We are so blessed with our dedicated 
volunteers! Thank you for your support.  

Trustee Work Day: Save the Date! 

Please join us for a Workday Event on November 
13, 9AM-1PM, which is sponsored by your LUMC                  
Trustees. Anyone who is willing and able to serve 
will be provided the opportunity to contribute to 
the mission of caring for God’s house and           
surrounding premises. 

This Month’s Special Offering: 
UMC Student Day Sunday 

Lynnewood’s special offering on Sunday, 
November 14 is designated for Student Day 
Sunday. As followers of Christ, we want to serve 
people in other places who are suffering and offer 
spiritual words of hope and life. 
 
Right now there are UMC young people—who 
might not have had the resources to attend a 
school of their choice, or, for some, any school at 
all—who’ve been sent by you into the world God 
loves because of your giving to United Methodist 
Student Day. When you give on Student Day, you 
are supporting these students as they prepare for 
a life that unites faith with knowledge. 
 
Consider the following story about Ricky ...the son 
of two addicted parents, Ricky Blue had grown up 
without much hope for a future. But when Ricky’s 
church family—Louisiana’s Luling UMC—raised 
$4000 for Ricky to begin college, hope was born. 
Then the Gift of Hope Scholarship, made possible 
only by your generous giving to United Methodist 
Student Day, allowed Ricky to continue. Today 
Ricky is a certified candidate for ministry in the 
Illinois-Great Rivers Annual Conference. What 
no one person can do, we’re doing together. 
 
We invite you to support Student 
Day on Sunday, November 14 by mailing your 
check to the church office or bring in- person to 
church. Please be sure to indicate Student Day 
Sunday on the memo line. Thank you! 

There will be tasks such as gardening, cleaning 
and repairs or anything you may find comfortable 
doing on a large wish list of to-do items. The list of 
tasks, a fresh doughnut and hot coffee will be  
waiting for you at the start of the day. When we 
serve the Lord with the gifts He’s given us, our 
church can accomplish all that God has called us 
to do. Please contact Donna Gordon 
at donnaj0709@att.net if you are able to join in the 
fun or have any questions.. 

mailto:office@lynnewood.org
mailto:corey@lynnewood.org
mailto:donnaj07@att.net?subject=Trustees%20Work%20Day
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Seasoned Citizens 
 
Applebee’s was our 
restaurant of choice for 
October’s Seasoned Citizens 
luncheon. The lucky thirteen   
members were able to enjoy the 
wide variety of selections they offer. 
We have tentatively scheduled 
November’s luncheon on 
Tuesday, November 16 at Frankie, 
Johnnie and Luigi Too in Dublin. 
 
 

We will always try to schedule our 
luncheons  on the third Tuesday of each 
month, so if you are retired or just free for 
lunch, you are welcome to attend our     
social luncheons. These luncheons give us 
an   opportunity to get to know our    
Lynnewood family better. 
 

Seasoned Citizens - One of our 
most popular groups is our 
seniors’ monthly luncheon group. 
If you are retired, you qualify as a 
“seasoned citizen”! Contact Carol 
Ruley (925-829-0411 or 
carolruley@icloud.com) for the date 
with a chance to meet new friends. 

Now that COVID is waning, the Seasoned  
Citizens will be celebrating at the annual    
holiday luncheon on Saturday, December 
11th at Noon. Please RSVP to the Hueys (925- 
485-1795) or at greyhare@comcast.net There 
will be a catered lunch and reservations will 
close on Sunday, December 5. All retired 
folks are welcome to commence the Christ-
mas season in fellowship with carols, games, 
and preparation for the Christ child. 

Seasoned Citizens: YOU are Invited! 

mailto:carolruley@icloud.com
mailto:greyhare@comcast.net?subject=Seasoned%20Citizens%20luncheon
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General Announcements 
 

 

New Bank for Donations 

The finance committee has initiated a lot of 
exciting new changes to our financial reporting 
systems this year. We hope these new systems 
will help us better serve our church family.  
Lynnewood has been blessed with folk who give 
generously of their time, talent and donations. 
 
One of the changes we have made is with our 
bank. We are no longer doing business with UBB
(United Business Bank). We are now using Chase 
for our banking needs. We are requesting that 
anyone who is still using UBB for their 
Lynnewood church donations to switch to Chase 
bank. If your direct donation is through a third  
party, like an employer, you will need to 
notify them of the change as well.  If you use 
Vanco for your donations, no action is needed. 
 
You can call the church at 925-846-0221 and ask 
Allie or Riana to help you make the 
change. Thank you for your continued generous 
support of Lynnewood. 

Pack and Sort Food at Tri-Valley Haven 

After a one year absence of local food drives,     
TriValley Haven is again resuming their efforts for 
our area.  At noon on Tuesday Nov. 16th,        
Lynnewood volunteers will be needed to load the 
food items gathered by The Harvest Park school 
and then transport them to storage at Asbury  
Methodist in Livermore.  For several years, a group 
from Lynnewood has helped in this project. Since 
there is no sign-up table please contact Ron Rigge 
at rrigge@sbcglobal.net if you can help or need 
more information.  

A second opportunity to help in alleviating food 
shortages in our valley will probably be on Dec. 8th 
at Asbury. Further details will be in the Friday  
weekly email soon!  

Dear Lynnewood Family, 

On behalf of the Pleasanton Community           
Counseling Center, I would like to thank the very 
generous anonymous donor for their $4,000     
contribution. We were thrilled to receive this       
incredible gift that will support general operations. 
The Pleasanton Community Counseling Center 
provides in-person or virtual counseling and life 
coaching services to individuals, couples, and   
children in the Tri-Valley who are experiencing a 
myriad of challenges. We rely on client fees and 
donations and are so grateful for this very   
thoughtful gesture. 

Blessings on you, 

Raeanne Passantino 

From PCCC—Thank You! 

Friendly Reminder from the Trustees 

Now that Lynnewood’s activities on our campus have 
increased, it is important to remind all Lynnewood 
members that nobody is to be on the Quarry Lane 
school grounds from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. For the 
protection of the children and staff, any visitors or 
church folks who need to access the Fellowship Hall 
or outside in the fenced playgrounds need to seek 
permission at the Quarry Lane office. This permission 
is needed for any areas in the playgrounds or within 
the Fellowship Hall building, except for the Kitchen. 

The Annual Giving Tree is Coming to Lynnewood...Virtually! 

This year, we will once again have the opportunity to 
bring holiday blessings to approximately 80 children 
& their families from the Tri-Valley area. Many of the 
children are in desperate need of clothes, sweaters, 
jackets, etc., though it’s also wonderful if they have a 
toy to open on Christmas. The However, given the on-
going pandemic, we will offer “no contact” giving 
again this year. Therefore, we will have a “Giving Tree” 
campaign for donations to purchase Target and 

Walmart gift cards for the families. Contributions 
may be mailed to or dropped off at the church, or 
Betsy will gladly pick them up. Please write “Giving 
Tree” on the memo line. All donations must be in 
by December 12, so we can purchase and           
distribute the gift cards before winter break. If you 
have any questions or would like to request        
donation pickup, please contact Betsy McClel-
lan at eamcclellan@yahoo.com or at (925)640-1402. 

mailto:rrigge@sbcglobal.net
mailto:eamcclellan@yahoo.com?subject=Annual%20Giving%20Tree


Children and Youth News 
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Meet Our New Director of Youth, 
Family, and Discipleship! 

Corey Forrester was born and raised in   
Charleston, SC. He grew up loving and playing 
sports, particularly baseball, while also fishing 
and surfing constantly. Corey then attended  
college at Campbell University, majoring in 
Christian Ministry. After Campbell, Corey         
attended Duke Divinity school where he met his 
wife Emily. They lived in Durham, NC together 
for five years before moving to San Francisco. 
Corey loves playing and going on adventures 
with his three dogs - Wrigley, Milo, and Banks. 
Corey and Emily love traveling, experiencing 
food, and exploring new places. Corey has a 
deep love for Duke Basketball, the Chicago 
Cubs, and playing golf. Prior to Lynnewood,   
Corey served as the Family Ministry Associate at 
First Cary UMC in Cary, NC. He is grateful and 
excited to begin this journey at Lynnewood 
UMC. Corey is passionate about Family Ministry, 
engaging with youth and children, and pursuing 
justice and reconciliation in our community. He 
wants all to feel loved, welcomed, and             
accepted into our community.  

Weekly Activities 

Youth Group 
Youth from across the conference gather at 7PM on 
Sunday nights to talk about faith and the intersections 
of their daily lives. In-person gatherings will happen 
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. 4pm for 
high school and 5pm for middle school. 
Meeting ID: 837 7395 2025  
 
Parent Support 
Parents of infants, toddlers, children, teens, and 
college students at 8PM on Tuesday nights to discuss 
the joys and pains of parenthood. 
Meeting ID: 871 7904 8113  
 
Bible Study 
Youth gather on Wednesday night to study Scripture  
together. Each week, the group reads one chapter 
together and unpack what’s happening in the text. 
This fall, our youth will be reading through the book of 
John. 
Meeting ID: 842 0909 9242  

Sunday School This Month 

All children ages 3rd-5th grade are invited to an outdoor Sunday School experience each week. Children will 
stay in worship with their parents until Children’s Time and then head to the courtyard for an interactive Bible 
story, crafts, activities and prayer to connect them with God and one another.  

Fall Retreats 

Middle School: Saturday, November 6th @ 
Mount Hermon Adventures. Cost: $120 
 
High School: Saturday, November 20th @ 
Mount Hermon Adventures. Cost: $120 



 
Let Joy Move This Month! 

When Pastor Jennifer Murdock arrived at Lynnewood UMC 
in 2020, community was hard to come by. Locked down 
and in the midst of the pandemic, getting to know people 
in and around Lynnewood was challenging for a newly  
assigned pastor to say the least. 
h 
Pastor Jenn has a passion for supporting families and was 
happy to discover the Community Connection Partnership 
(CCP), an organization that bridges groups and individuals 
to the Pleasanton Unified School District for engagement 
and support. "Sometimes it is hard to build relationships 
with school districts, so when I discovered CCP I was      
excited to respond to any opportunity that arose. It is a    
rare gift to find something already in place to make       
supporting local schools and families simple. I wanted 
PUSD to know that Lynnewood was ready!"  
u 
Initially, eight Lynnewood UMC members offered to be 'on 
call' for whatever the needs would be. Those volunteers 
tutored students via zoom and helped families in need  
during Christmas. And then in the spring of 2020, 
Pleasanton USD social workers said that they needed help 
supporting students who were applying for DACA. Few of 
those gathered responded. Yet, when the request was 
brought back Lynnewood, they said they'd do their best to 
respond, although no one was really sure what their      
support would look like.  
u 
Although the laws have changed since, in 2020 first time 
applicants were being accepted and processed. Once   
approved and under temporary protection, DACS students 
must renew their applications and work authorizations (if 
applicable) every other year, so the burden on these      
students and their families was heavy.  
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Lynnewood Online 

For the next nine months, Lynnewood’s social media will highlight the fruits of the Spirit from Galatians 5. 
Each month will also feature an inspirational quote and spiritual  practice. 

This past month was all about joy! Have you been following Lynnewood on  Facebook and Instagram to 
see everything we shared? 

If you have news, photos, or ideas to share, we want to hear them! Please send your materials to 
office@lynnewood.org. 

Attorney Scott Wilkinson, a San Francisco based business 
immigration and asylum lawyer who helps DACA students 
as part of his firm's commitment to immigrant                
communities, stated that the sheer amount of paperwork 
needed to apply can be a barrier for students seeking 
DACA protection. Students must document that they have 
resided in the US since 2007 without interruption which 
requires past lease agreements, utility bills, proof of school 
enrollment and other documentation. Often young people 
move residences, living with multiple family members and 
the paper trail needed to reconstruct a 14 year history can 
be daunting. Once the paperwork is in order, application, 
court and attorney fees must be paid to complete the  
process.  
u 
So, Pastor Jenn and the members of Lynnewood UMC  
decided to take a special offering for a month and take 
things from there. They raised $16,000. Then, they found 
an attorney to work with students at a reduced fee. 
j 
Although Pastor Jenn and Lynnewood UMC have no direct 
contact with the four students they've helped so far, the 
funds raised are making a difference in their lives and    
potential to remain in the US. They see this current effort 
as a potential model for ways other churches 
could partner with local school districts.  

Lynnewood UMC school district partnership includes supporting DACA students 

This article was 
originally published 
by the California 
Nevada Conference of 
the UMC. The link Is on 
the Events Page of our 
website. 

facebook.com/lynnewoodchurch
http://www.instagram.com/lynnewoodchurch
mailto:office@lynnewood.org?subject=Social%20Media%20submission


Happy Birthday… 
 

2 Sheralyn Devadason 
 

4 Elva Cooper 

   Austin Naylor 
 

7 Laura Billing 

  Carole McGregor 

  Joanna Oldaker 

  Carol Ruley 

  Blair Stiers 
 

9 Howard Mendenhall 

   Ron Peterson 
 

10 Matthew Elises 
 

12 Heather Hammer 

     Jose Maguigad 
 

13 Frank Fournier 
 

14 Isaac Light 

     Logan Speck 
 

18 Mary Ellen Huey 

     Jeffrey Nibert 
 

19 Coralyn Maguigad 
 

21 Alec Roadarmel 

    Helen Robinson 
 

22 Alma Acosta 

23 Zelma Baxter 

     Laura Zinis 
 

24 Savannah Gill 

     Grant Hladun 

     Hydes John 
 

28 Betty Rivier 

 

December 

Birthdays… 
 

3 Jaydene Koberle 
 

6 Rita Carlson 
 

9 Evonne Peters 
 

10 Jun Leven Puno 
 

 

November 

Happy Anniversary… 
 

      

4  Donald and Donna Hladun

 1972      49 years  

 

8 Joel and Theresa Elises 

 2001      20 years  

 

10 Don and Sharon Brockman

 1985      36 years  

 

12 John Gaulin and Kathy Letourneau

 2011       10 years 

 

28 Rob and Amy McCarthy    

 1998       23 years 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 


