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Pastor’s Letter 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

In this Back to School season, I’ve been thinking about teachers.  Throughout 
my life, I have been blessed with extraordinary teachers.  I still remember my 
1st grade teacher, Miss Spencer, with her gentle voice and always elegant 
attire.  And in high school, my life was literally saved by my English teacher, 
Ms. Gelbach.  She invited me to join her for “independent studies” that in-
volved writing poetry, doing yoga, reading her favorite self-help gurus and 
mostly, letting me talk.  Teachers shape our lives in powerful ways, and I pray 
for strength and blessings for all our teachers this year. 

 

But it’s not just classroom teachers that I’ve been thinking about.  The Buddha 
said, “Imagine that every person in the world is enlightened but you.  They are 
all your teachers, each doing just the right things to help you learn patience, 
perfect wisdom, perfect compassion.”  Jesus used stories, parables, and chal-
lenging questions to help us discover God within ourselves and to apply that 
knowledge to our lives. Great teachers help us see the world, and ourselves, 
with new eyes. 

 

The truth is that every person we encounter, every situation we face, every 
thought and reaction have something to teach us.   The curriculum for our 
souls is diverse and a new course begins each day!  If we are paying attention 
and if we are humble, every day presents an opportunity to grow in under-
standing.  Maybe we could begin each day asking God to show us the world in 
a new way and help us to grow in wisdom and in love for all that we see. 

 

We are all highly skilled, competent people.  We have learned how to make a 
living and make a life.  But, maybe the secret to soul-making is to sit at the feet 
of our lives and be taught.  

 

In this Back to School season, let’s slow down and let life teach its lessons.  

 
Happy Learning! 
Pastor Jenn 
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Sermons and Stephen Ministry 

 
Sermon Topics for August 2021 

 
August 1 “Is God the Ruler of Your Life?” 
  Psalm 96: Royal Psalm of 
       Enthronement 
  Holy Communion 
    
August 8 “To Live as a Blessing” 
  Psalm 103: A Psalm of Praise 
  
August 15 “Living Begins with Grace” 
   Ephesians 2: 1-10    
 
August 22 “Living in Peace” 
   Ephesians 2: 11-22  
 
August 28 “Living Without Anger?” 
   Ephesians 4:25-5:2  

  
  
  
  
  
  

Encourage One Another 
 

Are you feeling exhausted from all the disruptions to life 

brought on by the pandemic? Are you or someone you know 

struggling with challenges like: 

• Isolation and loneliness 

• Anxiety over health challenges 

• Grief due to many different types of losses 

• Tension from juggling work, childcare and schooling 

• Financial strain or job loss 

• Uncertainty about the future 

If so, you don’t have to face it alone. Our Stephen Ministers are 

ready to listen, care, encourage and provide emotional and spir-

itual support. A Stephen Minister will meet with you privately 

to offer care and support. It is free and completely confidential. 

For more 

information, please call Linda Van Pelt at 925-294-9635. 

Living Faith 
Lynnewood Fall Worship Series 

 
Christianity is a way of living.  It is more than a set of “beliefs,” more than knowledge about the Bible, and more 
than coming to worship.  Following Jesus is about learning to live with unconditional love and gratitude in every 
moment of life.  But how do we do that amid the stress and busyness of the world?  
 
Throughout August and September, our worship will focus on what it means to follow Jesus with heart, mind and 
hands in everyday life.  Using the books of Ephesians and James as our guide, we will explore how to think, talk, 
serve, and love like Jesus in our homes, in our churches, at work, at school - in every situation with everyone we 
meet!  

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=449652263
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=449652281
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=449652302
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Music Notes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A joy to celebrate — Chancel Choir rehearsed in person for the first time on July 21 since the 
shutdown 15 months ago! Here we are with our fearless leader, Jack Reaugh, who has kindly 
stepped in to direct the choir in the interim while our search for a choir director is ongoing. 
 
The Chancel Choir rehearses in the Sanctuary on Wednesdays at 7:30 – 8:30 pm, after which we 
share our joys and concerns and pray for one another. The Choir will typically sing on the 
second and fourth Sundays of the month and our first singing appointment is on August 8. Join 
us if you love to sing! 
 
If singing isn’t your thing, perhaps you’d like to try your hand at ringing handbells! The 
Lynnewood Handbell Choir resumes rehearsals on Wednesday, August 4, at 6:30 pm in the 
Choir Room. This is an intergenerational group typically open to 7th grade and up. Newcomers 
welcome! A piece accessible to new ringers has been chosen for September 12. Ability to read 
music is helpful. Please contact Donna Kirch at donnakirch@comcast.net if you are interested. 
 
As always, I would love to hear from you if you have comments, questions about our music 
program, or are interested in getting involved with music at Lynnewood! 
 
Joyfully, 
 
Amelia Han Riegert 
Organist/Pianist and Worship Music Coordinator 
amelia@lynnewood.org 
408-207-7353 

mailto:donnakirch@comcast.net?subject=Handbell%20Choir
mailto:amelia@lynnewood.org
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Bible Studies and Small Group Ministries 

 
 
 

 
 

Please remember whenever we have a quilt, it is not 
finished until you participate by tying a knot or laying 
your hands on a knot and saying a prayer.  
 
If you would like to help with this ministry, please 
contact Michele at 447-9141 
or micheleohair@gmail.com, or Jane at 846-6412. 

PRAYERS & SQUARES 

DREAM GROUP 
 

This group, led by Lisa Rigge, meets the third  
Thursday of the month at 11:00 a.m. in the Library.  
 
The group uses a projective method of dream work, 
and anyone interested in joining the group  will need 
to have some training or experience in this method. 
 
We are looking for those who are interested in  
committing to the group for at least six months. 
These six-month sessions occur roughly from  
February to July, and August to January. Both  
Lynnewood and  other local community members  
are invited to join! 

KNITTING GROUP 
 

The knitting group is on hiatus at the moment as they 
await more volunteers. If you know how to knit and 
would like to join this group, please contact Yvonne 
Greenlee.  

MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY  
 

Lay-led, this group studies a variety of books which 
deepen our understanding of the Bible and its rele-
vance in our daily lives. Newcomers are always wel-
come! 
 
Join Sharon and Don Brockman on Monday at 7pm for 
a time of faith, sharing and prayer.  
 
Zoom Meeting ID: 822 241 9110 
Password: 4444  
 
Mobile: Call (669) 900-6833. Enter the meeting ID and 
then the password when prompted.  

NOURISH AT NOON 
 

Join Pastor Jenn at noon on Monday, August 9, and 
Monday, August 23, for a time of sharing and prayer. 
Come and nourish at noon through Zoom.  
 
This women’s spiritual formation group reads a variety 
of books, poems, and articles. It’s not a Bible study: the 
readings are a starting point for conversation, personal 
reflection, and discerning God’s movement in our lives. 
 
Meeting ID: 842 1052 9685 #  
Participant ID: Just press #  
Password: 4444 Mobile: Call (669) 900-6833. Enter the 
meeting ID and then the password when prompted.  
To MUTE or UNMUTE, please press *6  
 
We will meet again on September 13. Details are  
forth-coming, so please keep an eye on the weekly 
e-newsletter! 

mailto:micheleohair@gmail.com
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Seasoned Citizens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s unanimous!  The Seasoned Citizens group is ready to make some changes.   
 
We had our Zoom non-lunch meeting on July 20 and discussed at length if and when we were 
ready to meet in a restaurant or home for our monthly social gathering.  It was decided that we 
were ready to return to lunch face-to-face, but we did not want to exclude those who could not 
join us. As a result, our get-together in August will include Zooming with those who can’t attend in 
person at the restaurant.  We don’t want to exclude anyone. 
 
We always look for local restaurants that agree to provide individual checks for each group  
member. Some of our favorite restaurants for lunch include Hunan Chef, Frankie, Johnnie and 
Luigi’s Too, Eddy Papa’s, Casa Orozco, and Blackbear Diner. 
 
We will always try to schedule our luncheons and zooming on the third Tuesday of each month, so 
if you are retired or just free for lunch, you are welcome to attend our social luncheons. These 
luncheons give us an opportunity to get to know our Lynnewood family better. 
 
Seasoned Citizens - One of our most popular groups is our seniors’ monthly luncheon group.  
Because of the pandemic we are currently meeting via Zoom. If you are retired, you qualify as a 
“seasoned citizen”! Contact Carol Ruley (925-829-0411 or carolruley@icloud.com) for the date 
with a chance to meet new friends. 
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General Announcements and Finance Update 

 JUNE 2021 FINANCE UPDATE   

  Budget YTD Actual YTD 

 Donations, Building Use, and Interest $221,441  $191,418  

 Expenses $356,886 $308,890  

 Net Without Quarry Lane Rent ($135,445) ($117,472)  

 Quarry Lane Rent  $125,172  

 Net Including Quarry Lane Rent  $7,700  

  
 Donations do not include rent income from Quarry Lane. 
 

 If you would like to better understand where our church stands financially or the financial 
goals of our church, please see any member of the finance committee. We would be happy to 
discuss our finances with you! 

 

 

7:30 PM Wednesday Chancel Choir            
Rehearsal - Join Us! 

Our Lynnewood Chancel Choir has reunited and begun   
having in-person rehearsals again last month! As of 
right now, participants will continue wearing masks and 
meet every Wednesday in the Sanctuary at 7:30 PM. 

Jack Reaugh has graciously agreed to be our interim 
guest choir director. Thank you, Jack!  

Our first performance will be August 8. Stay tuned for 
more details! 

If you enjoy singing and would like to share your singing 
voice in worship, consider joining the Chancel Choir. 
Email or call Amelia at amelia@lynnewood.org  /       
408-207-7353 if you have any questions. 

 

 

Lynnewood Lines New Monthly Schedule 

With a new season at Lynnewood comes updates to our 
newsletter schedule! 

For future reference, every monthly issue of the    
Lynnewood Lines will be published on the first  
Wednesday of every month. Those on our email list 
will receive a link to the PDF copy, and those who     
prefer a paper copy should expect one in their mailbox 
within a week.  

As always, copies will be available at church, too! 

Do you have news, photos, or ideas to share? We want 
to hear them! Please send us any Lynnewood Lines  
articles by the 20th of each month to 
office@lynnewood.org.  

mailto:amelia@lynnewood.org
mailto:office@lynnewood.org
mailto:office@lynnewood.org
mailto:office@lynnewood.org
mailto:office@lynnewood.org
mailto:office@lynnewood.org


Children and Youth News 
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Kid’s Sunday School Begins in August! 
CELEBRATING OLYMPIC FAITH 

Each Sunday in August, kids are invited to be in worship until 
Children’s Time and then go outside to the 
courtyard for crafts, games and interactive Bible Stories.  
 
Our Sunday school volunteers will follow a 
Messy Church model, using the Olympics as our guide.  
Together, we’ll discover God’s excellent Love and how  
wonderfully we are made. 
 
All people age 2 and up are required to wear masks to  
participate in Worship and Sunday school events in-person. 
 

August 8 – Being Healthy (Raeanne) 
 

August 15 – Everyone counts in God’s Team (Chris) 
 

August 22 – God’s Gold-Medal Love (Yooli) 
 

August 29 – God’s Rules for Loving Each Other (Yooli) 

Youth Ministry Announcement! 

We are pleased to introduce Robbie Frederiksen as  
Lynnewood’s Interim Youth Director! 
 
Robbie has served in youth ministry since he was 19. While 
working for Sierra Service Project (SSP), he developed an  
understanding that service to others and a spiritual faith go 
hand in hand. 
 
In addition to his work with SSP, he has served as youth  
director at Central UMC in Stockton and Los Gatos UMC, and 
has guided youth and college ministry for many conference 
events.  
 
He holds a degree in Youth Ministry and Church Recreation 
from George Fox University. In his spare time Robbie enjoys 
reading, cycling, and desperately searching for the best pizza 
in town. Robbie loathes glitter, pickles, and flat tires.  

Youth Events Resume 

Join us on ZOOM, Sunday August 8th from 4-4:45 PM to get to know Robbie and hear about upcoming ministry plans 
and events.   

Youth Group events will resume on August 22.  Lynnewood will be joining other local United Methodists with a weekly  
Worship and Individual Church Break Out Discussion each Sunday, an online Bible study group on Wednesdays, 2 in person 
events per month (pending COVID safety concerns), a High School Fall Youth Retreat and Middle School Break Out, service 
projects and more!  Stay tuned for more updates soon! 
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Lynnewood Outreach 

Donate Bottled Water to 
Open Heart Kitchen 

Open Heart Kitchen is requesting donations of bottle 
water throughout the summer and fall to distribute 
to the homeless encampments.  
 
Please deliver 6-pack, 12-pack, or 24-pack cases to 
Open Heart Kitchen, located at Ridgeview Commons, 
5150 Case Ave. in Pleasanton, between 3:00-4:30PM 
Monday through Friday. Take the first driveway and 
go to the back of the Ridgeview Commons until you 
see Open Heart Kitchen trucks and sign on the door. 

August Special Outreach: 
Open Heart Kitchen 

On Sunday, August 15, a special offering will be 
collected to support the efforts of Open Heart 
Kitchen (OHK). Open Heart Kitchen is the largest 
hot meal program of its kind in the Tri-Valley 
Area. 
 
Guests come from all walks of life and OHK has 
become a safety net to those in need during 
challenging times. Last year, OHK served more 
than 500,000 meals to those who 
needed it. 
 
If you would like to contribute on August 15’s 
special offering Sunday, please make checks  
payable to Lynnewood UMC with Open Heart 
Kitchen noted in the memo line.  
If cash donation, please put in envelope with 
Open Heart Kitchen clearly designated on  
envelope. Thank you, Lynnewood, for your 
faithful support to those in need. 

Mission Trip to Assist with  
Recovery from the Camp Fire 

The Camp Fire from November 2018 was the  
deadliest and most destructive wildfire in California 
history. 
 
Tragically, 85 people died. The fire burned over 
150,000 acres and more than 18,000 structures. The 
towns of Paradise, Concow, Magalia and Butte Creek 
were largely destroyed. 
 
Signup is now available for a mission trip, October 
10th-15th, 2021, to help rebuild.  We will be 
working in Paradise teamed with Hope Crisis  
Response Network.  We will drive up on October 
10th, work the week of the 11th and return Friday 
afternoon, October 15th.  
 
We will be staying at housing provided by 
HCRN.  Two people per bedroom with a shared bath 
between rooms, plus gathering room and dining  
area.  The limit on this trip is twelve people. 
 
We will receive our work assignment about a week 
beforehand.  HCRN is providing the tools.   
The cost will be $175.  This includes the cost of  
carpooling, food and accommodations.  For 
questions or to register, contact Steve Elliott at 
sae612@msn.com or 925-362-8697. 



Happy Birthday… 
 

2   Terry Peters 
 

4 Sarah Silva 
 

5 Dotty Laird 
 

7   Navin Veerapal 
 

8   Marylou Montgomery 
 

9 Sandee Drapeau 
 

11 Joe Foos 
 

16 Brian Acosta 

     Lisa Sogo 
 

24 Ginny Waldron 
 

29 Fred Emanuels 

     Norman Kester 
 

30 Raelene Skinner 
 

 

September Birthdays… 
 

5 Colleen Cook 
 

6 Todd Shinohara 

     Doug Kahl 
 

8   Barbara Pifer 
 

10  Ron Rigge 
 

August 

Happy Anniversary… 
 

      

12  Michael and Sharon Beckley  1995  

      26 years 

15  Dave and Sandee Drapeau    1987   

      34 years 

 

18 Jeff and Joan Nibert  1984  37 years 

 

23 Jack and Mary Reaugh  1969  52 years 

     Robert and Carol Woodward  1996 

       25 years 

 

24 Bob and Carol Zedlitz  1962  59 years 

 

28 Claude and Ann Camp  1982  39 years 

     Kelly and Michele O’Hair  1982  39 years 

 

31 Jim and Jo Betty Allen  1958   63 years 

     Steve and Donna Kirch      1980   41 years 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 


